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‘His Majesty’s Wisdom’
is Majesty’s Wisdom

I want to say a word about certain extravagant customs like the

unr bly high cost of iage and the ive sums spent on
‘wedding celebrations which impose unacceptable burdens on young men
and women (and young women and men), their parents and others. This is

not a good thing and it is not one of the customs that we wish to retain; not
at all. When I say customs, the fact is that some of them are of quite recent
origin and were not known in the past. In the past people did not need much

in order to be satisfied; that was how they lived. Their standard of living
‘was different - that is for sure compared with today’s standard of living.

i
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HM sends
greetings to
Guyana, Brunei

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said has sent a cable
of congratulations to President
David Arthur Granger of the Co-
operative Republic of Guyana
on the occasion of his country’s
National Day.

In his cable, His Majesty the
Sultan has expressed his sincere
congratulations and best wishes
to President Granger and his
country’s people.

His Majesty Sultan Qaboos
bin Said has also sent a cable of
congratulations to Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah of Brunei
Darussalam on the occasion of
his country’s National Day.

In his cable, His Majesty ex-
pressed his sincere congratula-
tions along with his best wishes
of good health and happiness to
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
and his country’s people further
progress. -ona

HM receives
thanks from
Albania

MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said has received
a cable of thanks from Presi-
dent Bujar Nishani of the Re-
public of Albania in reply to
His Majesty’s greetings cable
onthe occasion of his country’s
National Day.

In his cable, President Nis-
hani expressed his thanks and
appreciation for His Majesty
the Sultan’s greetings and best
wishes to him and the people
of his country. He wished His
Majesty good health and well-
being, and the Omani people
further progress and prosperity.
He stressed the importance of
good relations between the two
countries. -ona

Austrian cyclist wins

Thousands to
get their work
benefits cut

The Ministry of Finance is slashing a

number of benefits at all institutions which

receive 50 per cent or

FAHAD AL GHADANI
REJIMON K
fahadnews@timesofoman.com
reji@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT: Thousands of expat
and Omani employees working
at state-owned institutions, run
with 50 per cent government
funding or more, are to have a
number of benefits slashed, ac-
cording to a decision from the
Ministry of Finance.

The circular (5/2016) signed
by Darwish bin Ismail bin Ali Al
Balushi, Minister Responsible
for Financial Affairs, stated that
the decision has been made to
cushion the economy which is
struggling due to the oil price
crunch.

Speaking to Times of Oman,
Anwar Al Abri, public relations
officer of the ministry confirmed
the decision, saying it was taken
on Sunday.

According to the decision,
privileges such as health insur-
ance for employees and family,
life insurance allowance, car in-
surance allowance for staff and
family members, loans, bonuses,
incentives during Ramadan or
Eid and increments not related
to employee’s Key Performance
Indicators (KPI) will be stopped.

Additionally, allowances for
school fees, mobile phones and

e i

first stage of Trans Hajar

Mountain Bike Race

more state funding

bills, annual medical check-up
for employee and family, pro-
vision of private car to senior
managers, annual leave tickets,
housemaid allowances, house
rents, furniture allowances,
credit cards for CEOs, hospitali-
sation fee and other allowances
will also be stopped temporarily.

The decision reads that it was
issued according to the Royal
Decree 47/98 Article 6 which
regulates the government invest-
ment, keeps a tab on government
expenditure and regulates the
public expenditure.

A Majlis Al Shura member,
who is also part of the finance

TOP THREE INSIDE STORIES

Turning hazardous
waste into files

With millions
of tonnes of
waste being
dumped every
day from Oman oil refineries,
Siham Said Al Siyabi, a young
Omani girl decided to re-use
the hazardous waste and turn it
into beautiful, yet environment
friendly cement tiles. Al Siyabi’s
award-winning innovation is
70 per cent made of recycled
materials. >A2
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committee, said that it was not
part of the decision which comes
under the responsibility of the
Ministry of Finance.

However, he added that this is
a step from the government side
to control its expenses under the
current financial situation.

“There is a huge financial
support provided by the govern-
ment to such companies and it’s
the time to rethink about it,” the
member added.

“The Finance Committee at
the Shura has formed a team
to study the semi-government
companies with regards to their
income and support allocated by
the government. Such compa-
nies need to be monitored by the
government. The team is study-
ing their status and the progress
they make with government
grants,” said the member.

He added that the team would
come out with results to explain
if the government support is
contributing to state finances or
costing the public purse.

A finance advisor in a semi-
government institution said
that they are aware of the deci-
sion, however, but have not yet
got the copy from the ministry
through the official channel. “We
will be approaching the ministry
tomorrow, to check about it,” the
finance advisor said.

Another official in a semi-
government institution also
confirmed that discussions
were going on in their office
about the decision.

Meanwhile, an economist

in Muscat said the circular is
intended to rationalise the sal-
ary payment and the number of
items/classifications and to re-
strain out of turn payments. >A4

FRAUD AT GAS STATIONS

Fuel prices were reduced on February 1 but a number of gas stations were found
charging higher prices. Here is a sample on how much extra money they are taking

from you. Figures in rials

Price per litre
January 0.160
Super
Resul 0.140
€ ar
o Y o 157

0.160

Diesel

Source: Oman’s Public Authority for Consumer Protection

0.966

Extra payment

Ifyou are filling the
tank of abig vehicle
like Toyota Land
Cruiser with a
capacity of 138 litres

0414

1932

T Graphics

PACP cautions fuel
stations charging
extra from motorists

HASAN SHABAN AL LAWATI
hassan@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT: Gas stations that are
overcharging consumers must be
reported, said Oman’s Public Au-
thority for Consumer Protection
(PACP), urging drivers to check
the fuel rates while refuelling
their vehicles.

A number of gas stations
were found charging higher
than the administered petrol
and diesel rates.

On January 28, the Oman gov-
ernment had announced revised
petrol and diesel prices.

Since February 1, the cost of
super grade petrol has been 153
baisas per litre (against 160 alitre
in January), 137 baisas for regu-
lar grade petrol (against 140 a li-
tre), and 146 baisas for diesel per
litre (against 160 a litre).

“The PACP has caught a num-
ber of gas stations in the Muscat
governorate overcharging una-
ware motorists,” said Khalid Al
Rashdi, head of the media depart-
ment at PACP.

If the violation is repeated, gas
stations may face harsher pun-
ishments, which could include
shutting down the stations and
withdrawal of commercial regis-

Public sector staff can
own business, job foo

Public sector staff
2 will now be allowed

to establish small or
medium businesses without
having to resign from their jobs,
according to a circular uploaded
on the official Twitter account
of Riyada, the Public Authority
for Small and Medium
Enterprise Development. The
staff will be entitled to unpaid
leave for one year, which can be
extended up to four years. >A3

tration, Khalid Al Rashdi added.

So far, violators have only been
fined and sent to the public prose-
cution for further investigations.

While all the violations
that were reported in Muscat,
Al Rashdi assured that the
crackdown would be carried
out by PACP officials across
the Sultanate.

“We are expecting that many
other petrol pumps inside and
outside the capital are still cheat-
ing their customers and using
false rates, which were hiked in
January,” said Khalid, while urg-
ing drivers to check the rate dif-
ference between regular and su-
per petrol prices.

The PACP also called on citi-
zens and residents to keep an eye
on the monthly updates released
by Oman’s Oil and Gas ministry
regarding the revised petrol pric-
es so that they are not taken for a
ride by the fuel outlets.

Al Rashdi added that some pet-
rol pumps workers had even re-
fused to refuel vehicles for eight
hours, waiting for the ministry’s
decision to amend the price, in
hope to squeeze extra money
from their customers. “Others
refused to implement the newer
and cheaper prices,” he said.

Omantel plans mega
network expansion

Omantel has signed a
8 formal memorandum

of understanding with
Ericsson to enhance network
capabilities and services
according to the company’s
new transformation strategy.
Talal Al Mamari, CEO of
Omantel said, “At Omantel, we
see ourselves as innovators
and early adopters of new
technology. So it is vital that we
partner with companies.” >B1

Eiscaping death at times, globe-trotting is a passion for this expat
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Times News Service

MUSCAT: He is a vagabond by
nature, a traveller by passion and
a corporate employee by choice.
Meet Indranil Chowdhuri, who is
going places, because for him sky
is the limit.

“I have already visited 102
countries across the world and
plan to visit at least 150 countries
in the next few years,” he told the
Times of Oman.

“The passage of being a rolling
stone spans from loafing about in

countries, which were once a part
of'the great USSR,” he added.

Wonderful experiences

‘When asked to cite some wonder-

ful experiences, he said that while
on a vacation in Moscow, he had
met the ex-president of USSR,
Mikhail Gorbachev, while walking
on the streets of Moscow.

“I was in the first aircraft, which
the LTTE blew up when they at-
tacked the Colombo airport some
15 years ago. So I have missed
death by a whisker many times,”
he narrated.

He describes the planet as an
“extraordinary conglomerate of
things beyond description.”

“And life is beautiful, since it
gives one an opportunity to savour

1

it all,” he explained. But one of his
most prized possessions is a World

L.

the Caribbean, through the his- g 0T ; |
wdhuri at Kangerlussuaq in Greenland and at the Great

- s

AROUND THE WORLD: Indranil Cho Wall of China. - supplied photo

torical, geographical and evolu-
tionary splendours of the planet,
to a regime-escorted tour in
North Korea. Being witness to
amazing things, events extraor-
dinary, and circumstances are
simply too exciting. It has been
an eventful a journey until now,”
said the 51-year-old, who works

at a Sohar company.

Chowdhuri’s other passionishis
collection of more than 1,000 shot
glasses and 500 fridge magnets
from various parts of the globe.

“But still the heart cries out to

lose oneself in the wilderness of
New Zealand or see the sun set-
ting on the Pacific sipping a drink
in Chile; or try a hand in archery
with the descendants of Genghis
Khan in Mongolia. Walking down

the Potemkin steps in Odessa,
Ukraine;to anever-ending journey
across Asia on the Trans-Siberian
Express; playing with penguins in
Antarctica is what keeps the heart
beating still. While at it, may be

drop by in Argentina to remind
them that their Selecao neigh-
bours are better with the ball than
them. Post that, if I can manage
to escape alive, immerse myself
in the fascinating Central Asian

War II helmet that he procured
from Albania.

“I was in Tirana, the capital city,
and while roaming in the cobbled
streets, I met this old lady near a
fort, who was selling war artefacts
that her husband had collected,”
he said. >A6
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The objective of the project is to convert petroleum refineries’ waste

that is classified as industrial hazardous waste into a product that offers
environmental, economic, industrial and social benefits for the community
Siham Said Al Siyabi, award-winning innovation

Hazard

Siham Said Al
Siyabi’s award-
winning innovation
is 70 per cent made
of recycled materials,
which, according to
her, aims to reduce
the amount of
petroleum refinery
waste that is dumped
into Oman’s landfills,
polluting air and
ground water

THE HOME OF
600D NEWS

#OMANPRIDE

HASAN SHABAN AL LAWATI
hassan@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT: With millions of
tonnes of waste being dumped
every day from Oman oil refiner-
ies, Siham Said Al Siyabi, a young
Omani girl decided to re-use the
hazardous waste and turn it into
beautiful, yet environment friendly
cement tiles.

Al Siyabi’s award-winning in-
novation is 70 per cent made of re-
cycled materials, which, according
to her, aims to reduce the amount
of petroleum refinery waste that is
dumped into Oman’s landfills, pol-
luting air and ground water.

“The objective of the project is
to convert petroleum refineries’
waste that is classified as industri-

alhazardous waste, that causes en-
vironmental risks and economic
losses (financial) to a product that
offers environmental, economic,
industrial and social benefits for
the community,” Al Siyabi stated.

A report, which was published
on www.bioenergyconsult.com,
pointed out that Oman produced
about 1.6 million tonnes of solid
waste in 2010. The per capita
waste generation is more than
1.5 kilogram per day, among the
highest in the world.

Opportunity

“This problem gave me an oppor-
tunity to conduct a study on how
to treat and reuse such waste by
using a new and innovative tech-
nique,” she said.

Recently, Al Siyabi’'s cement
tiles bagged the second spot for the
Entrepreneurship Award given
by the General Authority of small
and medium enterprises (Riyada)
in the category of the Best Project
Idea 2015. The project has won a
number of awards internationally

and locally, and was adjudged the
fifth winner as the best innovative
project idea to be applied globally
in a competition set up by the Brit-
ish magazine International Jour-
nal of Engineering Research and
Technology in 2013. Al Siyabi was
also declared the second winner
in the in a competition held by the
Caledonian College of Engineer-
ing for innovative student projects
in 2013. Recently, she became the
first winner of the Omantel Excel-
lence SME Award in the category
of'the best project idea in 2015.

Nevertheless, Al Siyabi said her
greatest award would be when
her idea is implemented in Oman,
which will be her biggest motiva-
tion to produce more innovative
ideas. The tiles are made in Oman
atalocal factory. However, the pro-
ject is not ready to go commercial
as it needs finanical support, ac-
cording to Al Siyabi.

“When you reach deep to find
the meaning of the word success,
you find that it simply means in-
sisting,” Al Siyabi concluded.

ous waste to useful tiles

INNOVATIVE IDEA: Siham Said Al Siyabi’s has won a number of awards but she said her greatest
award would be when her idea is implemented in Oman, which will be her biggest motivation to
produce more innovative ideas.
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SPECIAL SCHOLARSHIPS AND
SUBSIDIZED HOUSING ON CAMPUS
FOR RESIDENTS OF OMAN

ADVANTAGE AMITY UNIVERSITY DUBAI:
* UGCrecognised Degrees from Amity University, India

« Students from over 43 nationalities

« Option to get a transfer to Amity University India and semester/ study tour option
to Amity Campuses in 6 countries

+ Part of a global
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Block 10, Dubai International Academic City | 800 AMITY (26489) / 04 4554 900
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University of Nizwa tests
students’ competitive edge
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FUTURE READY: The eight projects presented by the students were judged by a panel of prominent
academics and the three best Final Year Projects have been chosen and have received awards,

certificates and prizes. - supplied photo

Times News Service

MUSCAT: In order to develop
the competitive edge of stu-
dents a unique and exciting
competition on Information
Systems and Technology (CIST
2016) was hosted by the Uni-
versity of Nizwa’s College of
Economics, Management and
Information Systems at the
university campus recently.

The students of Final Year
Projects from the Department
of Information Systems, Com-
puter Science and Computer
Engineering participated in two
events organised by the Depart-
ment of Information Systems on
the theme of “Moving towards
innovations in technology to
build knowledge society.”

Eight teams were shortlisted
and presented their projects and
15 teams shortlisted presented
their posters during the competi-
tions at the event.

The event was inaugurated by
Dr. Ahmed Al Kindi, dean of the
College of Economics, Manage-
ment and Information Systems,
who said, “The main mission of
the department is to contribute

The project named,
“Intelligent Car
parking System
using Arduino” was
selected for the
first prize in Best
Final Year project
compefition

to the society in the field of In-
formation Systems and by edu-
cating students to become com-
petent, resourceful and ethical
Information System specialists
with creative and research capa-
bilities in the field.”

The eight projects presented
by the students were judged by
a panel of prominent academ-
ics and the three best Final Year
Projects have been chosen and

received awards, certificates
and prizes.

The examiners evaluated these
projects, based on originality,
creativity, methodology, technol-
ogy, and relevance to the theme of
the competition. In conjunction
with the technical competition, a
poster competition on the Final
Year Project was also conducted
and the best three posters were
chosen for the awards.

The project named, “Intelligent
Car parking System using Ardui-
no” was selected for the first prize
in Best Final Year project compe-
tition. The Project “Car Acciden-
tal Warning System” was chosen
for the first prize in the Poster
competition category.

The Chairperson of CIST 2016,
Dr. Arockiasamy explained, “This
event is organised to develop the
competitive edge of students
working in this field, as that is
what will make the difference
as the students move from the
academic environment, into the
workplace. They will be required
not only to be more knowledge-
able, but wiser, and sharper, to be
better than those competing in
the same sector.”



TIMES OF OMAN

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2016 \ A3

Share your
world with us
on Instagram

N\

SCANTHISTO
INSTANTLY
SHARE YOUR
PHOTOGRAPHS

ITALIAN HONOUR FOR AL MAHROUQI

Salim bin Mohammed Al Mahroudi, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Heritage and
Culture for Heritage Affairs received at the General Diwan of the ministry yesterday the
Order of the Star of Italy, which is granted by the Government of Italy to Al Mahroudi. Al
Mahrouqgi got the award when he received in his office Paola Amadi, Italian ambassador
to the Sultanate. The honour comes in appreciation to the efforts made by the Undersecre-
tary of the Ministry of Heritage and Culture for Heritage Affairs in promoting the hilateral
relations between the two countries in areas of heritage and culture particularly in the
museums and antiques sector and exchanging expertise to serve both the sides accord-
ing to the best practices for the sustainability of the cultural heritage. -ona

Public sector
staff allowed to
own business,
keep their job

The employees

will be entitled to
unpaid leave for one
year, which can be
extended up to four
years in a move to
encourage Omani
youth to establish
their own businesses

in the future

FAHAD AL GHADANI
fahadnews@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT: Public sector employ-
ees will now be allowed to estab-
lish small or medium businesses
without having to resign from
their jobs, according to a circular
uploaded on the official Twit-
ter account of Riyada, the Public
Authority for Small and Medium
Enterprise Development.

In a move to encourage Omani
youth to establish their own busi-
nesses in the future, the employ-
ees will be entitled to unpaid leave
for one year, which can be extend-
ed up to four years.

The circular said the Oman
Cabinet Council had taken a de-

In order to resign, employees have to meet certain
conditions. An employee has fo give a three-month

notice after submitting the

cision to allow government sec-
tor employees to resign or take
unpaid one year leave in order
to better run their own business.
The decision was taken during a
cabinet meeting held on the 19th
oflast month .

The decision stipulates that
certain conditions needed to be
met by the employees in order
to be relieved from service. The
government employees can go
for one of the two options. Either
they resign to establish their busi-
ness or they go on leave, accord-
ing to the circular. It also noted
that in order to resign, employees
have to meet certain conditions.
An employee has to give a three-
month notice in advance once
they submit the resignation letter.

Resignation letter

Moreover, the resignation letter
should be attached to the docu-
ment that provides an approval
from the authorities concerned to
establish a business.

The circular also explained
that the employee should have
completed at least three years in
service and not have completed
more than 15 years. Besides, the
age of the employee should not

resignation

exceed 45 years.

On the other hand, the resigna-
tion letter should be responded to
within a period of not more than
30 days or otherwise it would be
deemed approved.

The employee can get a full
year’s salary at the end of service,
the circular noted, as the person
cannot apply for any public sec-
tor jobs until he completes three
years after the end of his service.

The employee can also benefit
from an unpaid year’s leave on the
condition of applying for thatleave
three months before the leave
starts. For this option, the employ-
ee should complete only one year
in service and is entitled to get a
response for a period of 30 days.

In case an application is re-
jected, the authorities concerned
should explain the reason behind
their decision to the employee.
This is a one-time chance for gov-
ernment sector employees as the
one year can be extended to four
years on condition that the em-
ployee applies for it three months
before his leave ends.

The employee can also work in
the government sector during the
period of his unpaid leave, but on
certain conditions.

Dar Al Atta’a organises first
International Food Fair

Times News Service

MUSCAT: An International Food
Fair (IFF) was organised by Dar
Al Atta’a Association in the In-
terContinental Hotel gardens on
February 20.

The IFF aimed to raise money
to fund partial scholarships to
underprivileged college/univer-
sity students that are enrolled in
the association’s Student Care
Programme.

Dar Al Atta’a sought to give a
global unity feeling to the event
where 14 embassies and residents
of different communities in the
Sultanate took part in the event
through selling traditional food
and showcasing crafts and folk-
loric performances.

In addition to the communities,
five bakers and The American In-
ternational School of Muscat (Ta-
ism) set up tables with assorted
baked goods in support for the
charity and its programmes. Fifty
volunteers helped the organisers
throughout the event with loca-
tions set up, visitors guidance, cou-
pon selling and event gate control.

The IFF had a complete Omani-
Corner and children’s play area
provided by Titan Events for party
supplies and a (Dar Al Atta’a pass-
port) was handed to children on
the entrance gate to be stamped
by the countries they visit in
the event which encouraged the
children to know more about
the countries and their culture,
while serenity clinic had set up an
awareness corner in the event.

Raffles were drawn at the end of

GLOBAL FLAVOUR: Dar Al Atta’a sought to give a global unity

feel to the event where 14 embassies and residents of different
communities took part in the event. - supplied photo

the event where vouchers of vari-
ous restaurants and two flight tick-
ets were given as a prizes.

“Let’s popcorn” mainly spon-
sored the event, while “Al Dha-
habi” flour mills were the event
golden sponsor and Tunes stood as
a Silver sponsor.

“Dar Al Atta’a would like to
extend its gratitude to InterCon-
tinental Hotel for being their
strategic partner and thanked
HiFM & Hala FM, City Cinema,
Muscat Media Group and Apex
Press and Publishing for cover-
ing the media of the event and
Al Waha water supplies, Pepsi
and Enhance for donating water
bottles, juices and soft drinks,” a
press release said.

The organisers also thanked
Jawad Sultan Group and Canary

Travel and Tourism for their
contribution of tickets to the
raffle draw.

Maryam Al Zadjali, Chairper-
son of the association, said “Dar
Al Atta’a expresses thanks to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs for
making the event possible and
the great efforts of the partici-
pants of the International Food
Fair brought people together in
a heartwarming evening. Thank
you to the sponsors and volun-
teers who have dedicated their
time and effort to make this event
a successful one. The event raised
a total amount of OMR7,684, that
will be used to cover partial schol-
arships for eight students. And
this motivated us to start planning
for the next one which will be held
in November 2016.”

Oman Tourism College signs
pact with American university

Times News Service

MUSCAT: A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was signed
by the Oman Tourism College with
the University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln (UNL) to facilitate academic
collaboration.

Chartered in 1869, UNL is a
comprehensive public land-grant
university, ranked as a Carnegie
Research 1 institution. Oman is
one of the eight priority countries
identified by UNL for interna-
tional engagement.

The MoU establishes a general
partnership between the institu-
tions to facilitate collaborations
in following academic activities:
teaching, research, student ex-

change, faculty exchange, technol-
ogy transfer, publication, curricu-
lum development, joint projects
and training,.

Dr. Abdulkarim Sultan Al
Mughairi, dean of Oman Tour-
ism College, signed the MoU and
noted that “Developing mutu-
ally beneficial collaborations with
academic and industry partners
are vital in achieving the College’s
mission of supporting Oman’s
tourism industry.”

University of Nebraska-Lincoln
was represented by a delegation
led by Dr. Timothy Carr, chairper-
son of the Department of Nutrition
and Health Sciences, who handed
over the document signed by UNL
Chancellor Harvey Perlman.

Chancellor Perlman on an ear-
lier visit to the College had said,
“Our students and faculty will
benefit from the educational op-
portunities, professional devel-
opment activities, and joint pro-
gramme development initiatives
we envision to enhance capacity
atboth institutions.”

Since 2013, UNL has hosted
Omani students sponsored by His
Majesty the Sultan Scholarship
Programme.

Currently, there are approxi-
mately 120 students studying in
UNL. The students have formed
an Omani student organisation
with the goal of helping other
UNL students to learn more about
Oman and its culture.

Diversity on show at International School of Choueifat event

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Celebrating the won-
der that it is, the multi-cultural
International School of Chouei-
fat-Muscat (ISC-Muscat) held its
annual International Day event
recently.

People from various nation-
alities from all over the world par-
ticipated with high enthusiasm,
showcasing diverse aspects of
their culture and traditions.

Exceeded all expectations
The SABIS Student Life Organisa-
tion exceeded all expectations in
making this wonderful event hap-
pen. Organisers had set up Inter-
national Day stalls, and provided
tables and tents, for each country,
based on request.

The participants, including
staff members, students and their
friends and families, were in

charge of bringing traditional and
cultural display items and popular
dishes of their respective coun-
tries. A beautiful blue sky and cool
weather marked the International
Day event at ISC-Muscat.

Sea of people

This year’s event was held in the
school’s football field, which saw a
sea of people thronging the venue
donning traditional attire, capti-
vating students, families and staff
alike. Visitors and participants
enjoyed their afternoon circulat-
ing around the field, indulging
themselves as they tried out vari-
ous delicacies and admiring what
each of the stalls had on offer.

The International Day celebra-
tions commenced with the Omani
National Anthem, followed by a
speech by the bubbly host, Nawaf
Al Lawati (Grade 11S). He deliv-
ered a powerful message about

unity and togetherness, and then
came the wonderful performances
prepared by the staff members,

students, and their families.

The ISC-Muscat International
Day event consisted of a range of
great performances that included
several songs performed by the
“Tanoora”
dance from Egypt, a Jordanian and
a Palestinian “Dabkeh”, Omani,
Iranian, and Indian dances and

school’s choirs, the

even poetry recitations.

Fashion show

The event concluded with an
adorable fashion show, performed
by the students of all ages where
the colourful and beautiful tradi-
tional attire of several countries

was on display.

It was clear that a lot of hard
work and effort had gone into this
event to make it all come together

and run as smoothly as it did.

T 2

FUN DAY: The ISC-Muscat International Day event consisted of a range of great performances that
included several songs performed by the school’s choirs, the ‘Tanoora’ dance from Egypt, a Jordanian
and a Palestinian ‘Dabkel’, Omani, Iranian, and Indian dances as also poetry recitations. - supplied photo
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Oman is at the crossroads of different regions. It could be a great
re-export platform if you provide the right soft infrastructure to

complement the excellent road infrastructure found here
Habib Turki, Habib Turki, IRU project coordinator for Africa and Middle East

‘Simpler customs’ procedures can

boost Oman’s

Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Salim Al Futaisi,

Minister of Transport and Communications,

told reporters that Oman is interested in

joining global transport convention TIR

ERIKPRINS
erik@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT: Simplifying customs
procedures for traders that trans-
port goods over land will save a
lot of time and money and give
a boost to Oman’s potential as a
logistics hub in the region, the In-
ternational Road Transport Un-
ion (IRU) said.

The IRU, which hosted a work-
shop with the Ministry of Trans-
port and Communications at the
Oman Chamber of Commerce’s
headquarters on Sunday, stressed
the benefits of the TIR (Transports
Internationaux Routiers, Interna-
tional Road Transport) system to
ease trade and transit of goods in
the Sultanate.

Based on the United Nations’
TIR Convention, the TIR system is
currently in place in 69 countries.

Itisthe only global customs transit
system and includes mutual recog-
nition of customs controls, among
other features. In the Gulf region,
only Kuwait and the United Arab
Emirates have joined.

For Oman, it would be very ben-
eficial to join the TIR as well, Ha-
bib Turki, project coordinator for
Africa and the Middle East at IRU,
told the Times of Oman.

“Oman is at the crossroads of
different regions. It could be a
great re-export platform if you
provide the right soft infrastruc-
ture to complement the excellent
road infrastructure found here.
You need to offer the right proce-
dures to make the country more
attractive for transit and re-ex-
port, so it can act as a bridge be-
tween Africa, the Arab states and
Central Asia,” he said.

Ahmed bin Mohammed bin

BRAINSTORMING: The IRU, which hosted a workshop with the Ministry of Transport and

s

Communications at the Oman Chamber of Commerce’s headquarters on Sunday. - jun Estrada

Salim Al Futaisi, Minister of
Transport and Communications,
told reporters that Oman is inter-
ested in joining TIR.

“Oman would like to start ex-
ploring the possible benefits of
being a member of this system. It
will definitely ease the transport of
goods from Oman to neighbouring
countries and beyond and will im-
prove our ranking among the logis-

tics indices. It will also benefit our
trade with Central Asian countries
and China. There is a direction
among other GCC countries to
adopt the system. We are looking
forward to being a member of this
system,” he said.

During the presentation by the
IRU, the audience was eager to
know more about the practical im-
plications this might have.

SQU, UK law school to boost relations

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Sultan Qaboos Uni-
versity and School of Law at the
University of Reading are in talks
to promote academic ties.

Prof. Susan Carolyn Breau,
Head of the School of Law at the
University of Reading, UK, visited
the College of Law at Sultan Qa-
boos University today.

She was received by Dr. Rashid
Hamed Al Bulushi, Assistant Pro-
fessor, Khamis Ali Almoharbi,
Administrative Director, College
of Law at SQU and other academi-
cians from the college. The two
sides discussed ways to promote
academic and research ties be-
tween the two institutions.

Research intensive
The School of Law is part of
the world-ranked University of
Reading, rated among the UK’s
most research intensive institu-
tions and one of the UK’s largest,
best-known and most successful
campus universities.

Prof. Susan Breau invited the

MAKING A POINT: Academicians from the College of Law at SQU evinced interest to learn from the

experience of the School of Law at the University of Reading in pro bono projects and other practical
experiences for law students. - supplied photo

faculty members in Law at SQU
to collaborate with the School of
Law at Reading, which offers in-
clusive, dynamic, and thriving re-
search environment where indi-
vidual researchers are stimulated
to undertake significant and high-
quality work.

The academicians from the
College of Law at SQU evinced

interest to learn from the experi-
ence of the School of Law at the
University of Reading in pro bono
projects and other practical expe-
riences for law students.

Prof. Susan Breau opined that
collaboration with a law school
in Oman is very important for her
school, considering the impor-
tance of Oman as a mediator in

resolving the crisis in the Middle
East and the Arab region.

She said it is the first time in the
world that the Reading School of
Law is offering a postgraduate pro-
gramme in Global Crisis, Conflict
and Disaster Management. Many
Omani students are pursing higher
studies in law at the School of Law
at the University of Reading.

Samir Al Balushi, supply chain
manager at the Oman Refreshment
Company, said he was not so sure
about the benefits of the system.

“It will not help in avoiding any
queues or getting priority when
carrying the right documents. It is
only the customs work, which will
be unified, not the customs checks
at the border,” he pointed out.

IRU’s Turki said the system will

logistics potential’

not solve all issues, but is designed
to ease the transit of goods.

“By streamlining customs pro-
cedures and ensuring shorter
waiting times, the system will
ease transit, but it cannot solve all
problems. Some operators are not
trusted by customs and physical
inspection of all cargo is still car-
ried out at checkpoints. This sys-
tem facilitates transit of goods, not
imports,” he noted.

The cost-benefit equation is
also a concern for businesses. Al
Balushi said he would face prac-
tical issues.

“Since a lot of modifications
to our trucks will be needed, the
third parties, which provide us
with trucks and containers, will
resist modifying the fleet, as they
will have to invest in modifying
the trucks and containers, but
the resulting benefits will be nil,”
he added.

Rani Wehbe, senior advisor for
the Middle East at IRU, said the
IRU “is looking forward to cooper-
ating with the relevant authorities
and stakeholders for the accession
and implementation of the TIR
system in Oman for the multiple
economic benefits it provides to
the Sultanate.”

He also underscored Oman’s
strategic location and the value the
TIR system offers for improving
its logistics performance.

Omantel to support
innovation at SQU

Times News Service

MUSCAT: To support innovation
and research in the field of tel-
ecommunications, Sultan Qaboos
University (SQU) and Oman Tel-
ecommunications Company (Om-
antel) yesterday signed a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU).

SQU was represented by Vice-
Chancellor Dr. Ali bin Saud Al
Bemani while Omantel was repre-
sented by Chief Executive Officer
Talal bin Said Al Mamari,

The MoU aims to promote and
develop cooperation in the fields
of innovation, research and facili-
tate exchange of studies, research,
skills and experience in the field of
telecommunications.

As per the MoU, Omantel will
support innovation and research
through bilateral agreements be-
tween the two sides. SQU will
encourage its academic depart-
ments and students to conduct
research and innovate in the tel-
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ecommunications fields. The two
sides will conduct specialised
lectures, workshops and exchange
experiences, and will provide sup-
port to carry out the proposed
programmes. The duration of the
MoU is two years.

The two sides also signed a Let-
ter of Agreement (LoA) to train
university graduates in the field of
communications. The agreement
will help promote cooperation
and partnership between SQU and
Omantel in order to serve public
interest. The two parties agreed to
find a general framework to sup-
port the higher education field,
especially the field of communica-
tion technology education.

As per the LoA, Omantel will
offer two modules for three-
month training courses in tel-
ecommunications to SQU stu-
dents. The targeted category for
graduates is Communication
Engineering and students with
scientific excellence.

Decision affects privileges

not within basic rights

“I don’t think the ministry aims to
do away with the basic privileges
like house rent, medical facilities
given to employees,” the econo-
mist added.

Official statistics show that
Oman has lost $14 billion worth
of revenues in 2015 compared to
ayear earlier due to low oil prices.

Oman had a fiscal deficit of 15
per cent last year and in 2016 the
deficit is expected to be 17 per
cent as the low oil price eats into
export earnings and blows a hole
in the country’s budget.

With breaking-even crude oil
prices of $75 per barrel for the
2016 budget, Oman will need to

IMF has advised working
on long-term economical
sustainability plan

dig deep into the reserves to come
up with financial discrepancy to
wipe out the OMR 3.5b deficit.
The decision mainly aims to
halt privileges, which do not
come within basic rights associ-
ated with the job, which are usu-
ally out of framework of normal

expenditure, like allowances for
entertainment and others which
hit the budgets of the institutions.

Recently, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has al-
ready cautioned Oman to make
urgent steps to secure the future
of'its fiscal budget.

It had urged the government
to embark on the long-term eco-
nomic sustainability plans. The
IMF had also urged Oman to cut
its wages bills on the public sector.

This year, Oman has already
shown its commitment to cut
costs by reforming the subsi-
dies with hikes in taxation and
fuel prices.

%
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Light industries city
launched in Oman

Sandan, the first-
of-its-kind project
will be constructed
over 250,000 square
metres of land,
located 5 kilometres
away from the Al
Mabhela exit on the

express way

Staff Reporter

MUSCAT: Sandan, Oman’s first
integrated light industries city,
was officially launched under the
auspices of Masoud Al Sunaidy,
Minister of Commerce and In-
dustry on Monday.

Al Sunaidy praised the massive
efforts that helped turn a dream
into reality. “This is a very adven-
turous and pioneering idea and I
hope we can see more of such ide-
as all around the Oman,” he said.

“This project is a quality step
forward and it will provide the
market with many opportunities
and pump huge investments,” he
asserted. The first-of-its-kind
project will be constructed over
250,000 square metres of land, lo-
cated 5 kilometres away from the
Al Mabela exit on the express way.

The Sandan team showcased a
six metre-long and three-metre
wide model of the city, which at-
tracted the guests to explore the
features of the divisions of the
project. The city will host 2,200
workshops and exhibitions for
building materials and automo-
tive, 400 offices and 1,800 resi-
dential units for workers.

WY
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TRAILBLAZER: The Sandan team showcased a six metre-long and three-metre wide model of the
city, which attracted the guests to explore the features of the divisions of the project. - ralib Al wahibai

After the official launch, the
Sandan team started offering all
units available for sale. Th event
saw a big turn out of investors,
businessmen, entrepreneurs, trad-
ers and the youth, who wanted to
take part in a great success story.
According to the Sandan team, 50
auto showrooms have been sold
before the launch ceremony.

“This project is 100 per cent
Omani and has been planned for
two years as an integrated pro-
ject, based on the latest global
standards,” Naser Al Rashdi, chief
executive officer of Sandan Devel-
opment said.

“Our team had made great ef-
forts to achieve this result,” he
added. He also said the project
management team has been
engaged in a dialogue with the
concerned bodies and entities to
offer special services to entrepre-
neurs and investors. It aims to
help young Omani entrepreneurs
establish their businesses in the
area.

Sandan has also given great
attention in detail to secure the
success of the project, which is
strategically located with three
frontlines in the middle of the

Muscat Expressway and the Al
Batinah Expressway.

According to Sandan, it has 10
inlets to allow smooth traffic for
all. The park is expected to accom-
modate 15,000 people, in addition
to visitors and customers.

All the units of the project work-
shops, offices, trade shows and
residential units will be offered for
direct sale; and buyers will have
the opportunity to pay in interest-
free instalments extending for 18
months. All facilities are expected
to be available for the expected
15,000 people, who will dwell in
the city; such as hypermarkets,
restaurants, hospitals etc.

“The project is an unprecedent-
ed ideathat came from the need of
the Sultanate to build a modern
and integrated city with a particu-
lar host of commercial activities
in one place and supported by all
necessary services for people liv-
ing there,” Al Rashdi said.

“Two years ago, the work team
launched a study and analysis of
the neighbouring markets, such
as Al Mabailah and Sagsouq, and
had meetings with building mate-
rials and auto traders to gather a
sufficient idea about their needs,”

Approval to 40 candidates for Master, Phd

MUSCAT: Sheikh Khalid bin
Omar Al Marhoon, Minister of
Civil Service yesterday chaired
the meeting of the scholarship
committee for the post graduate
level for the employees at the gov-

ernment units who have applied
for the civil service law and its ex-
ecutive regulations.

Approval was given to send 40
male and female candidates from
the governmental units that apply

the civil service law and its execu-
tive regulations to get master and
PhD degrees as per the standards
shown in the scholarships, grants
and study subsidy law and its ex-
ecutive regulation. -ona

he added.

As per Sandan, the front line of
the project is expected to host 50
auto trade shows, with a capacity
of more than 1,000 vehicles sup-
ported by all workshops that are
necessary for auto trade.

There will be more than 1,200
workshops offering repairing,
spare parts and auto require-
ments. “This, in turn, will make
Sandan the biggest and first desti-
nation for vehicles customers and
lovers,” a spokesperson said.

“The big economic turnout and
value of the project will create
new opportunities for the youth
and new jobs,” Saleem bin Hassan
Al Baluchi, the assistant director
of the Directorate General of Real
Estate Development at the Minis-
try of Housing said.

Al Rashdi said private investors
have invested in the land and the
project and Sandan will be the de-
veloper of the project. “At the mo-
ment, there is no foreign investor
in the project,” he noted. He added
that Sandan has been established
to deliver this specific project and
may get involved in developing
similar projects in other areas of
Oman in the future.

First political forum
organised at SQU

MUSCAT: First political forum
was organised yesterday by the Po-
litical Science Group at the College
of Economics and Political Science
at Sultan Qaboos University (SQU).

Dr. Said bin Mubarak Al Mu-
harrami, Dean of the College of
Economics and Political Science
and a member of the State Coun-
cil delivered a speech in which he
explained that the foreign policy of
the Sultanate is characterised by
neutrality, which provided it with
the opportunity to build and de-
velop at the domestic level.

The first session of the forum
was titled “Oman’s Foreign Policy”
in which Dr. Anwar Al Rowas and

Dr. Mahmoud Junaid took part.
The session dealt with the con-
cept of the foreign policy of the
Sultanate and its foundations, in
addition to Oman’s political ties
with the rest of the GCC countries.

Dr. Anwar Al Rowas explained
that the Omani policy founda-
tions are based on the principle
of “peace” and that the Sultanate
has been pursuing a policy of good
neighbourliness.

The second session of the forum
discussed the empowerment of
women and youth in the political
life and hosted Muna Al Mantheri-
ya, a media celebrity, and Dr. Hani
Al Basos. -ona
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BEng (Hons) in Wireless Networks

Networking
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I was in Tirana, the capital city, and while roaming in the
cobbled streets, I met this old lady near a fort, who was
selling war artefacts that her husband had collected.
Indranil Chowdhuri, Indian expat
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RECOMMENDATIONS: The academics made a number of obhservations about draft laws relating to
white collar crimes. - ona

Shura panel reviews
OmaniPenal Code

The Shura panel

listened to

the views and

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Omani Penal Code
was reviewed by the Legislative
and Legal Committee of the Shura
Council and academics from the
College of Law at the Sultan Qa-
boos University on Monday.

The committee listened to the

nual sitting (2015/2016 ), chaired
by Dr. Mohammed bin Ibrahim Al
Zadjali, Chairman of the Commit-
tee, in the presence of members of
the commission and its staff.

The academics made a number
of observations about draft laws
relating to white collar crimes,
those focusing on public service,

recommendations of views and recommendations of
the academics from the university.
This came during the commit-

tee’s eighth meeting of the first an-

stressing the importance of study-
ing the Penal Code and filling the
legal loopholes, especially related
to information technology.

the university staff

SWEETS OF OMAN SAOG

P.O. Box 49, Rusayl - 124, Sultanate of Oman
Tel : 24446278 /79/Fax : 24446276

b
S

Invitation to The Annual Ordinary General Meeting for Sweets of Oman SAOG

for the financial year ended 31%' December 2015.

The Board of Directors of Sweets of Oman SAOG takes pleasure in inviting shareholders to attend the the Annual Ordinary
General Meeting to be held at 3.00 P.M on Tuesday, 15th March 2016 at Hotel Al Falaj,Ruwi Muscat to consider the following
agenda:

Annual Ordinary General Meeting:

1. To consider and approve the report of the Board of Directors for the Company for the financial year ended 31st December
2015.

2. To consider and approve the Corporate Governance Report for the Company for the year ended 31st December 2015.

3. To consider the Auditor's Report and approve the Balance Sheet and the Statement of Income account for the year ended
31st December 2015.

4. Consideration and approval of the proposed cash dividend of 50% at the rate of 50 Baizas per share, as AGM date.

5. To approve the paid sitting fees for the Board of Directors for attending both the board meetings and the subsidiary
committees for the previous financial year and for the forthcoming financial year.

6. To consider and approve the transactions entered into by the Company with related parties during the financial year ended
31st December 2015.

7. To appoint Auditors for the Company for the year ending 31st December 2016 and to fix their remuneration.

In accordance with the Company’s Articles of Association of the Company and Amendments thereto, any shareholder is entitled
to authorise any other person to attend the meeting and vote, provided that the authorisation should be done on the proxy form
issued by Muscat Clearing and Depository Company attached to the notice. Any natural person appointing a proxy should attach
his/her ID Card for an adult, or a copy of the Passport for ladies and minors, or a Residence Card and Passport for non-Omanis.
Any juristic person appointing a proxy, proxy form should be signed by one of the authorised signatories and carry the Company’s
stamp with a copy of the commercial registration and the specimen of the authorised signatories.

Kindly come to the meeting place at least half an hour before the specified time to avoid delay.

For further information please contact Mr. S. Balakrishna, Tel: (968) 24446278 / 24446279, Fax : 24446276
email: sweets @omantel.net.om

Chairman Chartered Accountants Legal Advisor

Entrepreneurs Club established

MUSCAT: Announcing the es-
tablishment of Entrepreneurs
Club in Muscat, Said bin Saleh
Al Kayoumi, Chairman of Oman
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry said at a press conference
yesterday that this has been done
for the implementation of the
SMEs Development Symposium
held in Seih Al Shamikhat in re-
sponse to the Royal orders of His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said.

He added that registration for
membership at Entrepreneurs
Club in Muscat will be open start-
ing from yesterday and for one
month period.

He called upon all Omani en-
trepreneurs who meet the re-
quirements to register at the club,
which will serve as a platform
for networking, discussing chal-
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NETWORKING PLATFORM: The Entrepreneurs Club will serve as
a platform for networking. - ona

lenges and communication with
OCClin asystematic and regular-
ised manner.

He also said that the aim of the
establishment of this club is to
enhance integration and improve
the quality of communication

among entrepreneurs, OCCI and
other organisations.

It should be noted that to be
a member in the Entrepreneur
Club, the applicant should be an
Omani, owner of an SME and reg-
istered member with OCCI. -ona

ISM students honoured

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Eighteen participants
of the Duke of Edinburgh Award
at Indian School Muscat (ISM)
were bestowed with Gold Awards,
the highest order of the Interna-
tional Award Scheme, on Sunday.
Principal Srinivas K. Naidu, the
Independent Operating Author-
ity of the International Award
Scheme at ISM was accompanied
by Deep Wilson, vice-principal,
Senior Section, who did the hon-
ours during a gathering in the
school hall. The scheme required
the participants to undergo a se-
ries of activities, equipping them-
selves with life skills that are
needed for the wider world.
Under the guidance of the
principal and the assisting award
leaders, the participants emerged
as the proud recipients of this
award. They were evaluated at all
levels of competency.
Highlighting the significance
of such schemes, the principal
said that in the society, what mat-
ters today is the individual who

g
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PROUD RECIPIENTS: The awardees underwent rigorous training

in aspects of self-dependency, self-discipline and social service.

can sustain and survive with the
help of life skills. He encouraged
them to be individuals influenc-
ing the world.

The Gold awardees are Ayesha
Shaheena Peer, Chandini B. Ku-
mar, Feba G. Alexander, Fizaa Lu-
thra, Mitali Sheth, Stuti Kaushik,
Susmitha  Unnikrishnan, V.
Aarthi, Vrinda S. Reji, Wazina
Nizar, Alen Jiji Tom, Elzo Jacob,
Farhaan Hasan, Kaushal Raja,
Mohd. Faizan, Mohd. Rayaan, Ro-
hit Ramesh and Shridev Cheru-
kat. These awardees underwent
rigorous training in academics,

NOTICE

MEGA MUSCAT INTERNATIONAL L.L.C.

Mr. Subash Moothedath holder of Indian Passport
No. F6616455 is no longer employed by us, as such
Company will not be responsible for any transaction
made by above person effective 22" Feb 2016.

“DARVESH”

Any claims against above person may please be submitted by email
anetco@omantel.net.om or Fax: (968) 24595278 within one week from

today.

various aspects of self-depend-
ency and self-discipline, social
service, interactive sessions and
visits to places of social and eco-
nomic significance.

The award programme, aimed
to equip the young people for life
and work, included three levels:
Bronze, Silver and Gold. Partici-
pants needed to complete all four
sections at each level to achieve
their award.

Geeta Chauhan, assistant vice-
principal, senior section super-
vised their journey in association
with the award leaders.

A1l Traveller

“After much bargaining, I fi-
nally got it dirt cheap. It now
has a special place in my
house,” he said.

A travel enthusiast, he would
love to go to some more Central
Asian countries, which would
help him unwind completely,
he said.

“But no place would give me
the mental peace and satisfac-
tion until and unless my family
is around,” he finally conceded.

MUSCAT THREAD MILLS SAOG
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PO Box 122, PC 124, Road No. 18, Rusayl Industrial Estate, Sultanate of Oman
Phone No. 24446806, Fax No. 24446807 Email: threadi@omantel.net.om

INVITATION TO ANNUAL ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING

The Board of Directors of Muscat Thread Mills SAOG are pleased to invite all the shareholders of the
company to attend its Annual Ordinary General Meeting to be held on Wednesday the 9th March 2016
at 3:00 P.M. at the Mills’ premises at Rusayl Industrial Estate. The following will be the Agenda.

1- To consider and approve the Chairman’s Report for the year ended 31st December 2015.

2- To study and approve the Corporate Governance report for the financial year ended 31st December 2015.

3- To consider the Auditor's Report and approve the Financial Statements (Balance Sheet and Profit
and Loss Account) for the year ended 31st December 2015.

4- To approve the sitting fees paid to the members of the Board of Directors and Board Committees for
the year 2015 and the fees proposed for the year 2016 as set out on the annexure detailing the
sitting fees. (Annexure 1)

5- To consider the proposal to allocate RO 5,000 for the community service programs during 2016.

6- To appoint external auditors for the year ended 31/12/2016 and fix their remuneration.

In accordance with the company’s Articles of Association, every shareholder may delegate any other
person, to attend and vote on his or her behalf. The power of attorney should be made on the forms
issued by Muscat Clearing & Depository Company (copies of which are enclosed with the invitation).
The natural or juristic person should attach with the power of attorney, copy of ID (for adults), copy of the
passport (for females and minors) that do not have IDs, residence card or passport copy for Non
Omanis. The power of attorney made by the juristic person should be signed by one of the authorized
signatories and stamped with the company stamp. You should also attach copy of the CR and samples
of authorized signatories signature form.

Please attend at least 30 minutes prior to the meeting.
For further information please contact Mr. Manish Rachh on phone 2444 6806.

Chairman Auditor Legal Advisor

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT

Dear Shareholders,

Myself and on behalf of the board of directors of the company, | am
pleased to present the audited financial results for the year 2015.

First, thanks to Almighty Allah the company was able to achieve positive

results as follows:-

Production

During the reporting period the total production 252,747 SQM for the year
gg} i as compared to last year production was 254,455 SQM during year

Sales

The company managed to sell 241,620 SQM and generate revenue R.O
4,929,797 during the reporting period year 2015, as compared to year
2014 sell of 239,824 SQM and revenue RO 4,839,229.

Pofit

The company has achieved a net profit of RO 120,060 for the year 2015,

as compared to 2014 profit was RO 333,941.
Shareholder's Equity

The shareholder's equity has reached by the end of the period RO
4,369,788 which is 120% of the paid up capital.

Cash dividends

The Board will raise to the AGM a suggestion to distribute 5% of the
capital as cash dividend to the shareholders for the financial year ended

31/12/2015 (5 Bz per share).

Human resource and Omanization Policy

The company has been continuing its Omanization Policy and reached up
to 36% of total staff. The company has also continued to provide training
programs for Omani workers to improve their technical skills and

appointing them at various positions.

Transactions with Related Parties

Transaction with related parties are out in Note #11 in the financial
statements are transactions within the company’s normal activity with the
Board of Directors and the shareholders who own more than 10% of the

capital of the company.

On behalf of Board of Directors | wish to thank all employees for their

efforts and performance.

We are very grateful to his Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said for his wise
leadership. We are also grateful to the Government of His Majesty for their
support and encouragements for the industrial sector.

Ahmed Mohammad Al Rasbi
Chairman of Board of Directors

& Gulf Stone Co (SAOG)

P.O. Box: 47, P. Code: 327, Sohar Industrial Area, Sultanate of Oman
Tel.: (968) 26751675, Fax: (968) 26750186, Email: info@gulfstone-oman.com

AUDITED BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31! DECEMBER 2015

ASSETS
Non-current assets

Net Fixed Assets

Current assets

Inventories

Bank balances and cash
Total current assets
Total assets

EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
Shareholders’ equity

Share capital
Statutory reserve

Net shareholders’ equity

Non-current liabilities

Working capital facilities

Total current liabilities

Net assets per share (RO)

Net Revenue
Cost of sales

Gross profit

Other income

Profit from operations
Financing costs

Profit for the period

Earnings per share (RO)

Property, plant and equipment
Less: Accumulated Depreciation

Trade and other receivables

Retained earnings / (accumulated losses)
Current year profit / (loss) after taxation is 108,054

Term loans 83,324 217,484
Provision for end of service indemnity 117,586 96,981
Deferred tax & Income Tax liabilities 185,546 204,514
Total non-current liabilities 386,456 518,979
Current liabilities

Trade and other payables 818,138 721,204
Provision for income tax 35,194 66,286
Term loans 125,000 125,000

Total shareholders’ equity and liabilities ’ 7
AUDITED INCOME STATEMENT
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015

General and administrative expenses
Selling and marketing expense

Profit for the period before taxation
Income tax (Expense) Income

2015 2014

RO RO
6,201,579 6,112,177
3,078,969 2,735,197
3,122,610 3,376,980
1,890,976 2,085,169

1,665,134

1,821,887
4

3,630,000
400,210
231,524

3,630,000
388,204
594,524

1,332,921

2,311,253

1,380,258

0.120

2015 2014
RO RO
4,929,797 4,839,229
(4,015,479) (3,805,589)
914,318 1,033,640
(360,526) (315,972)
(323,283) (253,881)
1,847 3472
232,356 467,259
(98,350) (91,997)
134,006 375,262

(41,321)

(13,946)
,060
0.003
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US, Russia ceasefire plan for
Syria to begin on Saturday

United Nations
Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon
welcomes Syria
ceasefire deal, urges
its implementation

WASHINGTON: The United
States and Russia announced
plans for a cessation of hostilities
in Syria would take effect on Sat-
urday but exclude militants from
the IS militant group, Nusra Front
and others the United Nations
deems as terrorist groups.

Parties would indicate their
agreement to the United States
and Russia by noon on Friday Da-
mascus time (1000GMT), and the
truce would go into effect at mid-
night, the two countries said in a
joint statement issued by the US
State Department.

Under the terms of the deal,
Syrian government and allied
forces will cease attacks against
armed opposition forces, and vice
versa, with any weapons includ-
ing rockets, mortars, anti-tank
guided missiles.

However, the US-Russian plan
leaves a loophole by allowing
continued attacks, including air
strikes, against IS, Nusra and oth-
er militants. Because of the min-
gling of forces, this could result in

CELEBRATIONS: Syrian volunteers and their relatives wave the national flag as they celebrate at the

end of a paramilitary training conducted by the Syrian army in Al Qtaifeh, 50kms north of the capital

Damascus on Monday. - are

continued attacks against armed
opposition members who are par-
ties to the cessation of hostilities.

“Military actions, including air
strikes, of the Armed Forces of the
Syrian Arab Republic, the Rus-
sian Armed Forces, and the US-
led Counter IS Coalition will con-
tinue against IS, ‘Jabhat Al Nusra’
(Nusra Front) and other terrorist
organisations designated by the
UN Security Council,” the joint
statement said.

It added that Russia, the United
States and others would work to-
gether to delineate the territory
held by IS, Nusra Front and other
groups deemed terrorists by the
UN Security Council which are
excluded from the truce.

United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral Ban Ki-moon welcomed the
US-Russian announcement and
called on all warring parties to im-
plement it, Ban’s spokesman said.

A cessation of hostilities is
meant to be “a first step towards
a more durable ceasefire,” UN
spokesman Stephane Dujarric
told reporters about the agree-
ment. “The Secretary-General
strongly urges the parties to abide
by the terms of the agreement,” he
said. “Much work now lies ahead
to ensure its implementation, and
the international community, the
ISSG (International Syria Sup-
port Group) and the Syrian par-
ties must remain steadfast in
their resolve.”

Syrian National Coalition pres-
ident Khaled Khoja, a member of
the opposition High Negotiations
Committee said the truce would
be for an initial two weeks, with
the possibility to extend it.

“The length of the proposed
truce is two weeks, but it could be
extended indefinitely if the par-
ties commit to it,” said Khoja,

Meanwhile, IS attacked the
Syrian government’s main sup-
ply route from Damascus to the
northern Syrian city of Aleppo
on Monday.

The Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights said fighting and air
strikes continue unabated across
the country.

IS said it had taken control

of a number of villages along an
important road which connects
government-held areas of Aleppo
with the cities further south. A
Syrian military source confirmed
the attack but said it was repelled.

“They tried to attack this road,
they were repelled and suffered
big losses,” the source said. “After
their great losses, they are seek-
ing any propaganda operation.”
The Observatory’s director, Rami
Abdulrahman, said government
forces had reclaimed one of four
positions seized by IS on the road,
which it has cut in previous at-
tacks. “The regime has recovered
one of four positions that IS took
on the road,” Abdulrahman said.

A UN-backed panel said that
war crimes in Syria’s five-year-
old conflict are widespread and
Syrian government forces and
IS militants continue to com-
mit crimes against humanity in
the face of inaction by the inter-
national community. “Flagrant
violations of human rights and
international humanitarian law
continue unabated, aggravated by
blatant impunity,” the UN Inde-
pendent International Commis-
sion of Inquiry said in its latest re-
port. “The stipulations of relevant
Security Council resolutions...
remain largely unheeded and un-
implemented,” it said. “Crimes
against humanity continue to be
committed by government forces
and by ISIS (Islamic State). War
crimes are rampant.”

The UN inquiry, composed of
independent experts, has long de-
nounced the use of starvation by
both sides in the Syrian conflict as
aweapon of war. — Reuters

Terhan holds
talks with
Russia to buy
S5-300 system

DUBALI: Iran negotiated with Rus-
sia at the weekend over buying
an upgraded version of the S-300
surface-to-air missile defence sys-
tem, which it requires to meet its
military needs, a foreign ministry
spokesman in Tehran was quoted
as saying.

Iran was blocked from obtain-
ing the S-300 before it reached a
deal with world powers last July
on curbing its nuclear programme,
with Russia having cancelled a
contractto deliver an older version
of the system in 2010 under pres-
sure from the West. Russia now
hopes to reap economic and trade
benefits from the nuclear deal and
the lifting of sanctions on Iran last
month. Russian Defence Minister
Sergei Shoigu visited Tehran on
Sunday. Commenting on the visit,
ministry spokesman Hossein Ja-
beri Ansari told state news agency
IRNA: “Iran is negotiating with
Russia for providing its military
needs... One of the main issues is
buying the next-generation S-300
missile system.”

Defence Minister Hossein Deh-
ghan was quoted as saying by the
Fars agency on February 10 that
Iran would start taking delivery of
the S-300 within two months.

Iran has also shown interest in
buying the more advanced S-400
system, though no negotiations
were being conducted at the mo-
ment, Russia’s RIA news agency
reported last week. It was not clear
if by “next generation” Ansari
was referring to the S-400, which
Russia says can hit missiles and
aircraft up to 400 km (250 miles)
away. — Reuters

Libya’s NOC head warns of more IS attacks on oil facilities

HARD TALK: Mustafa Sanalla, the head of the National 0Oil
Corporation (NOC), speaks during an interview with Reuters at
the headquarters of the NOC in Tripoli, Libya on Monday. - reuters

TRIPOLI: Libya’s oil facilities
are likely to suffer further attacks
unless a United Nations-backed
unity government is approved, the
head of the National Oil Corpora-
tion (NOC) told Reuters in an in-
terview on Monday.

Mustafa Sanalla also said sus-
pected IS militants had staged
their latest attack against Libya’s
oil infrastructure last Thursday or
Friday, setting fire to one produc-
tion tank and damaging another at
the Fida oil field.

Fida lies south-west of the oil
terminals of Es Sider and Ras
Lanuf, where militants launched
repeated assaults and inflicted
major damage last month.

“If there is no new government I
think the situation will get worse. I

believe there will be more attacks

on the oil facilities,” Sanalla said.

Libya has been mired in conflict
following an uprising that toppled
veteran leader Muammar Gaddafi
five years ago. Two rival govern-
ments, backed by loose alliances
of armed groups, are now vying
for power and a share of the OPEC
member’s oil wealth.

Security vacuum

IS militants have taken advantage
of the security vacuum to estab-
lish a foothold in Libya, seizing
Gaddafi’s hometown of Sirte and
launching attacks in several other
cities. A unity government is try-
ing to win approval from Libya’s
internationally recognised par-
liament in eastern Libya, known

as the House of Representatives
(HOR). But the government re-
mains plagued by divisions and
has faced opposition from hardlin-
ers on both sides of Libya’s politi-
cal divide. “We are urging the HOR
to approve this government to put
an end to these troubles we have
regarding security in the oil indus-
try,” Sanalla said.

Total current production gen-
erally stands at 360,000-370,000
barrels per day, Sanalla said,
though sometimes production
drops to around 300,000 bpd be-
cause of technical problems.

That is less than a quarter of
the 1.6 million bpd that Libya was
producing before the 2011 pro-
tests. About 100,000 barrels per
day are refined locally for domes-

tic consumption, with the rest
exported. Sanalla said the NOC
in Tripoli faced a “daily battle”
to prevent authorities in eastern
Libya from selling oil through
parallel structures.

But Sanalla said he was “opti-
mistic” that Libya’s total produc-
tion could recover quickly under
a unity government, with an addi-
tional 400,000 bpd or more com-
ing on stream from fields at El Sha-
rara and El Feel in south-western
Libya. Sanalla said a unity govern-
ment should set up a unified secu-
rity force to protect facilities. This
could incorporate the Petroleum
Facilities Guard (PFG), a largely
independent brigade that controls
the area around Ras Lanuf and Es
Sider, he added. — Reuters
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Ministry of Hbusing

Ministry of Housing - (Directorate General of Housing at Al-Dhahira Governorate - Administrative and Financial Affairs

ADVERTISEMENT

Department) — announces refloating the following tenders:

WALJAT COLLEGE OF APPLIED SCIENCES

In academic partnership with

BIRLA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, INDIA

REQUIRES

Waljat College of Applied Sciences (WCAS), a leading College in Sultanate of Oman offering
programs in Engineering, Computer Applications and Business Management requires
OMANI NATIONALS for the following positions:

Last date for
Tender No. Tender Description Location obtaining temli:?tsﬂ?lﬁiginn
documents
67/2012 | Completion of construction of a residential unit | Ar-Rawdhah/ Yanqul 03/03/2016 | 10/03/2016
15/2013 | Completion of construction of a residential unit Kabarah / lbri 03/03/2016 | 10/03/2016
22/2013 | Completion of construction of a residential unit Ibri Heights / lbri 03/03/2016 | 10/03/2016
61/2013 | Completion of construction of a residential unit Kabarah / Ibri 03/03/2016 | 10/03/2016

Companies specialized in the above-mentioned works, having valid registration certificate from the Tender Board, may
obtain the tender technical specifications from the Directorate General of Housing at Al-Dhahira Governorate in Wilayat Ibri
(Administrative and Financial Affairs Department — Financial Affairs Section), against payment of a non-refundable RO 25/
for each copy, during official working hours, from 8:00 am to 12:30 pm as of 23/02/2016. Bidding companies shall provide

copies of their valid company documents.

Each tender shall enclose a Tender Bond in the form of a Bank Guarantee issued by a local Bank for 1% of the tender value
and valid for 90 days from the date of tender submission addressed to Eng. the Chairman of the Tender Sub-Committee at
the Directorate. Tenders submitted without bank guarantee shall not be considered.

Tenders shall be submitted in closed envelopes sealed with red wax addressed to Eng. the Chairman of the Tender
Sub-Committee at the Directorate, bearing the tender number and subject with no indication to the name of the tenderer.

Tenders shall be valid for at least (60) days from submission date.

Tenders shall be deposited in the tender box at the Directorate’s premises not later than 10 a.m. of the date of tender

submission.

The lowest or any other tender shall not be binding to the Directorate.

www.housing.gov.om

Job Title Qualification Work Target of
Experience Employment
Male Female
1- Library Manager Bachelor\ Master of 5 years 1
Libraries and
information systems
2- Guard Third secondary 2 years 2 1
school , any course in
related subject
3- | Office Clerk— General | Third secondary 2 years 1 1
school or Diploma
Management/ IT and
any course in related
subject
4- Secretary Diploma 2 years 1
Management/ IT
5- Full Time Teaching | Bachelor/ Master’s 2 years 1 1
Staff (English) For Degree in ENGLISH
Foundation
Program

Applicants are requested to fill the application form, available on college website, and mail
their CV with complete details to recruit@waljat.net before February 28%, 2016.

For further information about the college, please visit www.waljatcollege.edu.om

Knowledge Oasis Muscat, P.O. Box 197, Postal Code 124, Rusayl, Muscat, Oman
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This was a counter offensive so that we do not go on the
offensive. It is not that we are on the defensive. We submit to
the Prime Minister that please rein in your party leaders

Ghulam Nabi Azad, Leader of the Opposition in Rajya Sabha

Pampore encounter ends,
three terrorists shot dead

The operation, which
began on Saturday
saw five security
force personnel
including two
Captains of elite
commando units
laying down their
lives while battling

the terrorists

SRINAGAR: The 48-hour fierce
gunbattle on the outskirts of
Srinagar ended on Monday
evening with the killing of three
heavily-armed terrorists holed
up in a government building
situated along the Srinagar-
Jammu National Highway.

“The encounter has ended and
three militants who had taken ref-

7
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SMOKE BILLOWS: Smoke hillowing out of the Entrepreneurship Development Institute (EDI) build-
ing where militants were holed up during an encounter with the security forces at Sampora in

Pampore on Monday. - er1

uge inside the building have been
killed,” a police official said about
the incident in Pampore.

An Army official, overseeing the
operation, also said that three ter-
rorists were killed in the five-sto-
rey building of Entrepreneurship
Development Institute (EDI) and

‘war-like’ stores, including arms
and ammunition had been recov-
ered. A combing operation was
underway to sanitise the building
which has 44 rooms plus lobbies,
washrooms and a restaurant on
the top floor. The operation, which
began on Saturday evening, saw

five security force personnel in-
cluding two captains of elite com-
mando units laying down their
lives while battling the terrorists,
suspected to be of foreign origin.
A civilian was killed in the
crossfire between the two sides
while 120 civilians were evacu-

ated safely. As the operation en-
tered the third day on Monday,
the Special Forces of the army
maximised the force, using mor-
tar shells to flush out the terror-
ists, the officials said.

During the intense gunfight, the
top floor of the building caught fire
which forced the ultras to shift
towards one side of the complex
where they were nuetralised, the
police official said.

The terrorists were suspected
to be foreigners and apparently a
“suicide squad”, said Major-Gen-
eral Arvind Dutta, General Officer
Commanding of Victor Force,
who was overseeing the operation.

The identity of the slain attack-
ers, however, was notimmediately
known, he said.

In Delhi, Central Reserve Poloce
Force Director General Prakash
Mishra said the attack “appears
to be” the handiwork of Lashk-
er-e-Taiba (LeT) terror outfit.

Major-General Dutta said the
building appeared to be a pre-
determined target where they
rushed into after attacking a Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force convoy.

“They were carrying a large
quantity of arms and ammuni-
tion.. They were seen running
into the building with big bag-
packs,” the army officer said. —emt

Two Maoists
killed in gun
battle with
security forces

VISAKHAPATNAM: Two Mao-
ists were killed in an encounter
with police in an agency area of the
district, police said on Monday.

The gun battle took place for
about 15 minutes between Valaka-
pudi and Devulapadu areas un-
der Koyyuru police station limits
of the district on Sunday when a
team of police personnel and the
rebels came face-to-face, Superin-
tendent of Police (Visakha Rural)
Dr Koya Praveen said.

A group of Maoists entered the
area and were on a mission to ap-
peal local youth to join their out-
fit to fight against the proposed
bauxite mining in Vizag agency,
police said. The security forces,
who were tipped-off about the
Maoists” presence in the areas,
began massive combing of the for-
est when the exchange of fire took
place in which two Maoists were
killed, the SP said.

The deceased Ultras, yet to be
identified. The Maoists have been
trying to regain their lost ground
in Vizag agency, East Godavari
region and Andhra-Odisha bor-
der areas, and appealing youths
to fight against the security forces
and the government over bauxite
mining and some other issues,
police said. - pm1

Opposition debunks Mod1's contention of conspiracy to destabhilise government

NEW DELHI: Opposition on
Monday debunked Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s contention
that a conspiracy to destabilise
the government and “defame” him
was being launched and said it
was a counter offensive to ward off
the imminent attack on National
Democratic Alliance(NDA) in the
budget session.

“This was a counter offensive so
that we do not go on the offensive.

It is not that we are on the defen-
sive. We submit to the Prime Min-
ister that please rein in your party
leaders,” Leader of the Opposition
in Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad
told reporters.

He said that there has not been
a single instance of any action be-
ing taken against anyone of the
ruling party, who had made con-
troversial remarks.

“The government and the rul-

ing party should own up,” he said
frowning upon the debate started
about nationalism after the Jawa-
harlal Nehru University row.

Accusing the Prime Minister of
failing to take any action against
such people, he cited an instance
of Rajiv Gandhi sacking a party
general secretary in 1988-89 when
he had made a remark on the Ayo-
dhya issue, which was at variance
with the party line.

“BJP leaders shoot off their
mouth but no action is taken
against them,” Azad said.

‘Atmosphere of anarchy’

CPI-M leader Sitaram Yechury ac-
cused the government of bringing
an “atmosphere of anarchy” in the
country, in an apparent reference
to the way the BJP and its allied
government handled the Jat reser-
vation in Haryana, the Patel quota

row in Gujarat and Kapus’ agita-
tion in Andhra Pradesh.

Addressing a farmer’s rally
in Bargarh in Odisha, Modi had
on Sunday said that disgruntled
NGOs and black-marketeers were
conspiring to destabilise his gov-
ernment and “defame” him and as-
serted that he will not bow to any
machinations.

He said some people were not
able to digest the fact that a “chai

The National Detergent Company S.A.O.G.
P.O. Box 3104, Ruwi, Postal Code 112, Sultanate of Oman.

DIRECTORS’ REPORT

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

AT 31 DECEMBER 2015

Dear Shareholders,

present the Annual Report along with the
Highlights of 2015

sales results.

export markets have registered good growth during t

On behalf of the Board of Directors and mxsg\i, | alrr'_]l pleans?d 11?1 welcorgg 5ou all to the 35th Annual General Meeting of The National Detergent Co. SAOG and
uditor’s Report for the year .

Your company had managed to attain volume and value sales marginally lower during the year comgared to the previous year, despite various challenges faced
E‘y the company like increase in operational costs and severe price competition in GCC markets. |
owever, our conscious efforts to increase our sales support and our strong brand equity built over the years amongst consumers had helped us to achieve the

Due to consistent quality and continued consumers’ ﬁatronage, your company’s flagship brand BAHAR has improved its market position in Oman. Some of the
i e year compared to the previous year.
All the major products have performed well both in local and export markets during the year 2015. Utilization of capacities in all the manufacturing plant of the

Company was at optimal level during the year. Commissioning of new non-tower detergent powder plant in Sohar is in progress and nearing completion, which
would help us in improving the Company’s presence in the detergent powder segment in the years to come.

manpower cost and other operational costs and increased market spend.

rofit before tax was directly impacted due to these factors.

Assets

Current assets
Inventories

Total assets

oversees the process at regular intervals.

Compliance with Internal Regulations and Control System
Your Company has in place an internal control system, commensurate with the size and nature of its business. Your Company has utilized the services of M/s.
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, an internationally reputed Audit firm, for conducting periodic review of the internal control system and the Audit Committee

Trade and other receivables
Cash and cash equivalents

Net assets per share

2015 2014
RO RO

Non-current assets
Property, plant and equipment

15,773,115

14,185,780

2,858,988 4,367,698
5,455,698 5,943,929
1,334,299 1,793,859
9,648,985 12,105,486
25,422,100 26,291,266

Non-current liabilities

Omanisation Long term loans 2,765,640 2,392,684

The Company’s efforts to improve the Omanisation at various levels of the organization including the senior and middle levels, with adequate training inputs, Eﬁéegrfesdetrz\i/;ze benefits 1’;3?‘33; 12228;3

continue °du_nnf; this year. In spite of high turnover of Omani employees due to various factors, the Omanisation percentage was maintained at the year-end at o

above 35%, including senior levels of the company. 4,547,286 4,134,582

Dividend e —
Based on the net profit of the year, your Board is pleased to recommend a cash dividend of Bzs. 35 per share of Bzs.100 each, which would mean a payment of | Current liabilities

RO 595,437.500. Current maturities of term loans 912,134 603,332

» . ) . Short term loans and overdrafts 2,000,000 4,036,526

Details of the cash dividend paid during the last few years are given below: Trade and other payables 4,270,790 4,176,492

— Taxation 74,59 81,400

Year Dividend [T

2014 40% 7,257,518 8,897,750

2013 40% e T T

. Total liabilities 11,804,804 13,032,332

2012 35% e e

Total equity and liabilities 25,422,100 26,291,266

Bzs 800

Bzs 779

Future Outlook
In spite of many challenges like increased manpower cost, other operational costs, volatile oil prices and stiff price competitions in the market place, the Company
will endeavor to improve the profitability with effective control on costs, taking full advantage of the softening of material prices and better product mix focus in

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015

expanding the product range. T

SME initiatives

Social responsibility initiatives

campaign is very well accepted by the school and
Future initiatives

in their educational pursuit in the coming year.

Acknowledgement

in the Sultanate of Oman.

Redha Bagqir Al Lawati
Chairman, Board of Directors

company is putting up new blending and manufacturing facility
Treatment Chemicals in Rusayl, which will be ready for operation by June,

the coming year. The CompanK will continue its efforts to improve the sales in local as well as in GCC markets by identiiying new market opportunities and
I e consolidation of detergent powder production in Sohar will help in reducing operation costs an
the increased capacity will help us improve our presence in local as well as export markets in the coming years.

The company has made strategic long-term plans to enter into the specialty chemicals business for Industrial & Institutional (1&I) customers. Accordingly, the
for specialg/ %Péemicals for Oil & Gas industry and also for Construction Chemicals and Water
016.

The company always encourages the SME activities in the Sultanate of Oman over the years. The company uses Omani transporters for its logistics activities
and gives conscious preference to use the services of Omani nationals to the cFossmle extent. The company also encourages individual Omanis to set up their
own enterprise to offer services to the company in the areas of co-packing an

The Company’s Sales and Marketing team has over the years been encouraging potential Omani nationals and giving them guidance at various stages to set up
retail outlets fo sell FMCG products and be successful sel--employed entrepreneurs, which is yielding results.

As a responsible corporate citizen of Oman, the company has been involved in various social initiatives, which are reviewed periodically, and further steps are
being taken for enhancing the social responsibility contribution for the Omani society. Regular donations to various Omani associations in cash and in kind are
being given, wherever possible, to encourage thelr activities.

As part of our Corporate Social Responsibility, we initiated a noble campaign, Bahar “Clean Oman’, which educates the school students the need for maintaining

personal hygiene/cleanliness and the ways fo do that. It also emphasizes on keeping their home, school and surroundings clean for a better tomorrow. “Clean

Oman” campaign was conducted in association with the Ministry of Education. We have managed to reach more than 25000 Omani school students till date,

spreading the message of cleanliness, and we are’\/%%nmq tqt.extend the reach to more schools and students in the coming year across the Sultanate. Our
authorities.

The Company intends to participate in the “Najah” programme in close collaboration with Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry to support Omani students

The company will continue in recruit and train more Omanis at various levels in the organization. The company will also look at other non-core activities of the
business, which can be effectively outsourced to interested nationals in this pursuit.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and myself, | thank His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said for his continuous support and encouragement to the industrial sector

| would like to express our gratitude to all the Ministries and Muscat Municipality for their cooperation. | would also like to thank all the shareholders for their
confidence reposed in the Board of Directors, the Auditors for their cooperation and support, and our employees for their dedication and efforts.

| also wish to express our sincere thanks to all our trade partners for their valued patronage and co-operation and to all our customers who have continued to
place their trust and confidence in our range of products.

other non-core business activities of the company.

achieve better cost control and

Total comprehensive income for the year

Basic earnings per share

2015 2014
RO RO

Revenue 22,577,011 23,385,726
Cost of sales (16,659,005) (18,020,997)
Gross profit 5,918,006 5,364,729
Selling and distribution expenses (3,900,931)  (3,253,741)
Administrative and general expenses (1,012,960)  (1,008,269)
Other operating income 25,526 30,961
Profit from operations 1,029,641 1,133,680
Finance costs (221,725) (200,136)
Finance income - 3,871
Finance costs -net (221,725) (196,265)
Directors’ remuneration (18,000) (22,000)
Profit before tax 789,916 915,415
Taxation (103,054) (106,286)
Profit for the year 686,862 809,129
OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
Surplus on revaluation of land 400,000
Deferred taxation on revaluation of land (48,000)
Other comprehensive income for the year 352,000

Bzs 40

Note:

1. The complete accounts will be sent by mail to any shareholder on request either in
Arabic or English within 7 days of receipt of the request.

2. Shareholders and investors are advised to read the full financial statements.

3. Certain comparative figures have been reclassified in order to conform to the

presentation for the current period.

Equity

Sulphonation Division Share capital 1,701,250 1,701,250
During the year, Sulphonation division has performed better both in terms of volume and value sales compared to the last year. The profitability for the division | Share premium 364,263 364,263
was better during the year compared to the last year, mainly due to reduced material prices and apt procurement strategies, in spite of severe price competition | Legal reserve 567,083 567,083
in the market place. Revaluation reserve 7,580,682 7,228,682 4
Results for the year 2015 Proppsed diviqend 595,438 680,500 &
The sales revenue for the year was RO 22,577,011 compared to RO 23,385,726 in the previous year. Retained earnings 2’808’580 2717156
The Company’s profit from operations for the year was RO 1,029,641 compared to the last year figure of RO 1,133,680. Total equity 13,617,206 13,256,934 socams swaey) \ / i

’ ; y P . iabiliti [ —— S — YO
Profit before Tax for the year was at RO 789,916 compared to the previous year figure of RO 915,415 and the reduction in profitability is mainly due to increased | Liabilities

Monday. -emt

NEW DELHI: Amid growing
warmth in ties after the chill
caused by the Madhesi agitation,
India on Monday said it was an
“elder brother” to Nepal and not
“big brother” as often described.

External Affairs Minister Sush-
ma Swaraj said India will always
assist its neighbour and never
become a source of difficulties.
Sushma emphasised on the age-
old ties between the two countries
to make her point and repeat-
edly praised the Nepalese political
leadership and Prime Minister K.
P. Sharma Oli for having promul-
gated the new Constitution.

“I congratulate their (Nepal’s)
political leadership for show-
ing maturity in difficult circum-
stances (post earthquake)They
said that it was time to create the
Constitution all the more and the
political leadership came together
and did so,” Sushma said.

Amendments
“But few issues cropped up. Mad-
hesis thought they have received
less than expected political rep-
resentation. But I want to reiter-
ate my gratitude to the Nepali
political leadership that taking
their (Madhesis’) demand as le-
gitimate they passed two amend-
ments under the leadership of
Sushil Koirala.

Swaraj said the Oli government

wala” (tea seller) has become the
prime minister and hence were
conspiring all the time to bring
him down.

“You would have seen in the re-
cent past, there is attack on me all
the time. Some people are continu-
ously at it. They are not able to di-
gest how Modi became the prime
minister, how a ‘chai wala’ became
the prime minister, they cannot
swallow it,” he had said. - pmt

India 1s Nepal’s
‘elder brother’, not
‘big brother’: Sushma

LECTURE: Nepal Prime Minister K. P. Sharma 0li and External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj at the 21st Sapru House Lecture
organised by Indian Council of World Affairs, in New Delhi on

“bettered” those amendments
and passed them.

Otherwise amendments are
not brought soon after promulga-
tion of a Constitution, she said.

She hoped that the “political
mechanism” put in place by Oli
will address the remaining con-
cerns of the Madhesi commu-
nity and praised him for engaging
them in a dialogue.

“This is the power of democ-
racy that we resolve our issues
through political dialogue.”

Presiding over the 21st Sapru
House Lecture of the Indian
Council of World Affairs here
where Oli delivered the keynote
lecture, Sushma stated that “few
people” who don’t want good bi-
lateral relations between the two
say that India maintains a “big
brother” attitude towards Nepal.

“The Hindi meaning of big
brother is elder brother. But the
construct of big brother is a west-
ern one. Its Indian translation is
elder brother. We view it from a
different perspective.

“Big brother is egotist whereas
elder brother shows concern. El-
der brother tries to assist you in
solving your problems. India is
that elder brother who will never
become the cause of your difficul -
ties and will assist you. I welcome
you as the elder sister of that
elder brother,” she said. - pmt
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Police cautious in dealing with 5 JNU students accused of sedition

NEW DELHI: Under severe at-
tack for handling of the Jawaha-
rlal Nehru University(JNU) row,
police was on Monday cautious
in dealing with five students ac-
cused of sedition, a day after they
resurfaced at the campus even as
the varsity authorities were unde-
cided on asking them to surrender
before the law enforcing agency.

On their part, the students said
they will not surrender as charges
against them were false while Del-
hi Police Commissioner B. S. Bassi
asked them to join investigations
and prove their innocence.

A meeting of the top JNU offi-
cials, chaired by Vice Chancellor
Jagdesh Kumar, deliberated on
return of the five students to the
campus after being in hiding for
10 days but could not take a de-
cision whether police should be
allowed to enter the campus to ar-
rest them or the students should
be asked to surrender.

The five students, Umar Khalid,
Anirban Bhattacharya, JNUSU
General Secretary Rama Naga,
Ashutosh Kumar and Anant
Prakash had gone missing from

the campus since February 12 af-
ter JNU students union president
Kanhaiya Kumar was arrested on
sedition charges for allegedly rais-
ing anti-India slogans in a contro-
versial event at the campus.

The Vice Chancellor also met
a delegation of over 300 teachers
from the varsity, who raised four
demands including removal of the
officiating Registrar Bhupinder
Zutshi, for allegedly mishandling
the issue.

While the students did not meet
the Vice Chancellor, JNUSU sub-
mitted a memorandum to him, ap-
pealing to him to raise the matter
with police and “get” the sedition
charges dropped against them.

“The police has not issued any
summons to us. We were in hid-
ing because of the fear of being
mob-lynched considering the way
Kanhaiya was attacked in court,”
Naga said.

Earlier, Bassi met Lt-Governor
Najeeb Jung and briefed him about
the JNU row.

“I would say if the police are
looking for them then they should
join the police investigation. And if

BRIEFING: JNU Students’ Union (JNUSU) general secretary
Rama Naga talks to newsmen at the campus of Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) in New Delhi on Monday. - et

they are innocent, they should pre-
sent evidence of their innocence,”
Bassi said.

Police teams were rushed to

campus on Sunday night following

information that the five students
were spotted at the varsity premis-

es. However the cops kept waiting

outside the main gate for the Vice
Chancellor to give a go ahead for
their entry into the campus.

Naga said it was already clear
that the video based on which se-
dition charges were made against
Kanhaiya and five others were fake
and that they were never involved
in anti-India activities.

“Why our name has been in-
cluded in the FIR? Because we
have been fighting against the gov-
ernment’s policies. The message
is clear that if we raise our voice

against then, we will be branded
anti-national,” he said.

Another student Umar Khalid
said over the last week he got to
know things about himself which
he never knew.

“People have told me things
about me in the last week that I
never myself knew. I have been to
Pakistan twice even when I have
no passport. They think I was
planning to hold this event in 17-
18 universities when I don’t have
much of an influence even inside
JNU,” he said addressing a gath-
ering of over 500 students at var-
sity’s administration block in the
wee hours.

Meanwhile, members of the
ABVP on Monday alleged that the
five students, who have resurfaced
now, were hiding in JNU profes-
sors’ residences and demanded an
inquiry into the matter by the uni-
versity administration.

“We are very certain that these
students are hiding in campus
residences of professors. We de-
mand an enquiry into the same
and the teachers supporting these
students should also be penalised

Jats calls off protests after
winning promise of jobs

A Jat leader said
protesters had
reached a deal with
state and federal
leaders to end their
mobilisation, in
which 16 people have
been killed and more
than 150 injured

BAHADURGARH/NEW DELHI:
Jat leaders reached a deal late on
Monday to end protests that para-
lysed a northern state and cut wa-
ter supplies to Delhi’s 20 million
residents, after winning a pledge
of more government jobs.

Days of rioting and looting
across Haryana by the Jat com-
munity had challenged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s prom-
ise of better days for Indians who
elected him in 2014 with the larg-
est majority in three decades.

A Jat leader said protesters had
reached a deal with state and fed-
eral leaders to end their mobilisa-
tion, in which 16 people have been
killed and more than 150 injured.

“The government has prom-
ised to meet our demands and we
have promised our full coopera-
tion,” Ramesh Dalal, convener of
the Jat Arakshan Andolan (Jat
Reservation Movement), said.

Find solutions to climate
change, energy crisis: Modi

VARANASI: Citing global prob-
lems of climate change, energy
crisis and deadly diseases, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Mon-
day asked the Indian students to
take up the challenge of finding
solutions to these through in-
novation and research instead of
merely doing “cut-paste” work.

Addressing the convocation
ceremony of the Benares Hindu
University (BHU) here, he asked
students to “keep the mind re-
ceptive and eager to fresh knowl-
edge” even after their formal edu-
cation was complete.

“I want to throw this challenge
before young men and women of
this country. Come up with inno-
vations that may help the world
in bringing down temperatures a
bit, help the humanity overcome
the grave energy crisis it is likely
to face if renewable and sustain-
able alternative sources are not
found”, Modi told the gathering of
BHU scholars and academics.

“Innovation is most important
for us... New research, not just to
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TORCHED: Charred remains of vehicles which were set on fire by Jat protesters demanding

reservation, at GT Road near Sonipat on Monday. - et

Thousands of troops were de-
ployed to quell the protests, which
had flared again on Monday near
Sonipat when a freight train was
torched. In neighbouring Rajas-
than, Jats attacked and burned
buses. Disruption has been huge,
with 850 trains cancelled, 500 fac-
tories closed and business losses
estimated at as much as $5 billion
by one regional lobby group.

Appeal

Dalal said he had appealed to the

entire Jat community, which

makes up a quarter of the popula-

tion of Haryana, to return home.
A senior officer said state police

still faced a challenge to maintain

o o 20 s .
MAKING A POINT: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi addresses
the centenary year Convoca-
tion of Banaras Hindu Univer-
sity in Varanasi on Monday. - emt

obtain PhDs through cut-paste...,”
he said. As his remarks drew an
amused response from the audi-
ence, the prime minister quipped
he had felt that those at BHU
would not be aware of “cut-paste”
aspect of research but even if they
were, he hoped they did not use it.

He said he had in the past con-
sulted Nobel laureates about the
prevalence of “sickle-cell disease
in tribal families” which is even
worse than cancer.

But, he felt “our own research-

law and order. The army earlier on
Monday retook control of a canal
that supplies three-fifths of the
capital’s water.

Delhi’s chief minister, Arvind
Kejriwal, said the army had reo-
pened the sluice gates of the Mu-
nak canal to the north of the city.

Water was expected to reach
the metropolis by early Tuesday.

The Haryana government put
the death toll at 16 while police
said earlier that there were ten-
sions in some towns as Jats tried
to prevent other communities
from reopening their shops.

In Bahadurgarh, to the west of
Delhi, Jat protesters turned out
in force during the day to express

i) AT

their anger against Modi and de-
mand written assurances of more

jobs for their community.

Many Jats, who number more
than 80 million across north In-
dia, are farmers whose livelihoods
have suffered as families divide
farms among their children.

Two years of drought have
harmed crops, and they are also
missing out on urban jobs. Their
demands for government jobs and
student places are based on affirm-
ative action policies that are typi-
cally reserved for deprived groups.

Ramcharan Dekhara, a 52-year-
old father of four, has sold his land
to pay for his daughter’s marriage
and now runs a tea shop near Na-

tional Highway 10.

“I am fighting for my sons’ fu-
ture. The boys are sitting at home
and there is nothing they can do at
the tea shop,” Dekhara said.

“They studied hard to make a
new life but now they are wasting
time and watching TV all day.”

The Supreme Court has previ-
ously struck down an attempt to
classify the Jats as an Other Back-
ward Caste, or OBC, which would
formally entitle them to a quota of
jobs and student places.

Constitutional barrier
“There is a constitutional barrier
in giving Jats OBC status but we
will find a way to fulfil their de-
mands,” junior agriculture minis-
ter Sanjeev Balyan said.

The Jats predominantly voted
for Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party
in the 2014 general election, when
he won the biggest parliamentary
majority in three decades.

Months later the BJP won an
outright majority in Haryana for
the first time.

Although many of the state’s
chiefministers have been Jats, the
current minister is not.

Commentators have faulted
him and other BJP leaders for fail-
ing to read the social mood and
devoting too much attention to is-
sues like cow protection that are a
core part of the party’s agenda.

In a familiar pattern, Modi
completely ignored the protests,
instead launching a broadside on
Sunday against unnamed con-
spirators he accused of trying to
undermine his government.

“They are now hatching con-
spiracies every day to finish and
defame me,” he told farmers in a
speech in Odisha. - reuters

by the university,” Saurabh Ku-
mar Sharma,

Joint Secretary of JNUSU, and
the lone Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad member said during a
press meet.

“Last night, they suddenly
emerged on the campus and
proudly addressed rallies. A huge
gathering of students and teach-
ers even lauded them. We demand
that the VC intervene in this re-
gard and direct the five students to
surrender before police. We want
JNU administration, varsity secu-
rity and police to devise a strategy
on how that could be facilitated
without disrupting the peace on
campus,” he said.

In different communications,
foreign scholars have also asked
the Vice Chancellor about rea-
sons behind him “jumping to un-
warranted conclusions” on the
controversy.

The university authorities
maintained that the concerns of
the teachers are being looked into
and the best possible course of ac-
tion will be decided by the univer-
sity soon. -pr1

India makes
fresh push
for CERN
membership

NEW DELHI: India on Monday
made a fresh push towards seeks
associate membership of pres-
tigious FEuropean Organisation
for Nuclear Research, popularly
known as CERN.

A high-level delegation of the
Geneva-based scientific body met
Union Minister for Science and
Technlogy Harsh Vardha and Min-
ister of State for Prime Minister’s
Office Jitendra Singh.

“We have reiterated our com-
mittments towards the CERN and
take it forward,” Vardhan said.

Indian scientists from the De-
partments of Atomic Energy and
Science and Technology have been
actively participating and collabo-
rating with CERN.

The application to become
associated member of the body
was mooted by the government
in August 2015.

The delegation also discussed
a wide range of issues of mutual
interest including the status of In-
dia’s application for the associate
membership of CERN.

The major advantage of associ-
ate membership of CERN is that it
will entitle India to become a part
of a huge scientific and technologi-
cal endeavour.

Opportunity
This will also offer an oppor-
tunity to Indian industry to bid
for CERN contracts for indus-
trial collaboration in advanced
technologies.

The delegation was led by
Charlotte Warakaulle, Director
for International Relations and
Task Force Convenor, Olivier
Martin, Eckhard Elsen, Rudiger
Voss, Maurizio Vretenar and Sue
Foffano. - pm1

ers can find a better solution”.
Talking about global warming
with which the world is strug-
gling to cope with, he said Indians
believe exploitation of nature is a
crime and see God in plants and
mother in ariver.

“In such a country, can’t we
find a concrete solution to global
warming,” Modi asked.

In the context of energy crisis,
he said a solution could emerge
through research on how ethanol
could be effectively used as a fuel,
which would benefit sugarcane
farmers as well.

He said research is also needed
in making renewable energy in-
creasingly viable. “We need tech-
nology that can help us realize the
goal of increasing our solar energy
output,” the prime minister said.

Modi, who is Lok Sabha mem-
ber from Varanasi, went on to add
that this temple city has already
given him something which no
university degree can match.

“I am already indebted to Vara-
nasi for this,” he said. - pm1

Ministry of Housing

ADVERTISEMENT

Ministry of Housing invites the following tender:

- Last date of Date of Date of | Tender Price
Te"?:er Description Grade Buying Submission Open (R.0)
Completion of remaining
works for construction
1712016/ completion and _
MOHu maintenance of (24) First 15/3/2016 | 4/4/2016 5/4/2016 700/-
housing units in site 6B in
the wilayat Al Saham,
Batinah North Governorate

Interested companies registered with Tender Board (in the above mentioned grade) may obtain tender
documents from the e.tendering website: https://etendering.tenderboard.gov.om against non-refundable

payment as mentioned above for each set of document.

Tenders should be submitted online at the given website. The tenderer should enclose scanned copy of Bank
Guarantee issued by any bank in the Sultanate of Oman for the value of 1% of the tender value valid for ninety
(90) days, and addressed to H.E. the Chairman of the Tender Committee. Hard copy of the same should be
submitted manually to the tender section (Office No. HA302, 3" floor), Tenders and Contracts department,

Ministry of Housing building, Al Khuwair.

* For technical support tel.: 24166670 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. from Sunday to Thursday.

www.housing.gov.om
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LAHORE LITERARY FESTIVAL

Women are seen browsing books at the Lahore Literary Festival in Lahore on Saturday in this picture released on Monday. Pakistan’s literary scene is seeing
a spirited revival with packed festivals attracting tens of thousands defying security threats in a growing cultural renaissance. — are

Metro train
not to affect
heritage sites,
says Shahbaz

LAHORE: “No heritage site will
be damaged during the construc-
tion of Orange Line Metro train
track,” said Chief Minister Shah-
baz Sharif on Sunday.

He was talking to a UNESCO
delegation on matters regarding
measures to be taken for conser-
vation of historical sites on the
route of Lahore Orange Line Metro
Train Project.

“We have taken the necessary
steps to preserve historic sites,” he
said. He said the project was an ad-
dition to the public transport sys-
tem, which the government want-
ed to improve through sustained
investment and collaboration with
international partners.

UNESCO Programme Special-
ist Jhuny Han told the chief min-
ister that meetings with officials
of the Punjab government had
been positive.

She said the UNESCO and the
Punjab government were on the
same page regarding development
inthe province. — Express Tribune
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Curfew
Imposed
aCross
Mohmand

SHABQADAR: The political ad-
ministration has clamped a cur-
few in Mohmand Agency, one
of the seven quasi districts that
make up the Federally Adminis-
tered Tribal Areas (Fata), citing
potential security threats.

“After the recent incidents of vi-
olence which included improvised
explosive device (IED) attacks and
more recently the killing of nine
Khasadar officials on last Friday,
a curfew has been clamped in the
agency,” a senior political admin-
istration official told The Express
Tribune on Monday.

Watchful eye

A local teacher from a govern-
ment-run school said on the
condition of anonymity that they
had been told by the authorities
not to sit in groups within school
premises.

“We have even been asked
to keep a watchful eye on the
school’s non-teaching staff last
week,” he added.

All education institutions, hos-
pitals and local and government
buildings remained shut through-
out the day.

Meanwhile, officials of the polit-
ical administration upheld that the
reason behind the curfew was to
maintain law and order in the area.

The officials said the curfew will
remain imposed for an indefinite
period of time. — Express Tribune

Security upped for Mamnoon
ahead of Taseer killer’s plea

Malik Mumtaz Qadri
assassinated former
Punjab governor
Salman Taseer in
Islamabad’s Kohsar
Market on January 4,
2011 for his support
to a blasphemy
accused

ISLAMABAD: President Mam-
noon Hussain’s family has con-
fined itself to the Presidency for
fear of abacklash as he is expected
to decide the clemency plea of
Malik Mumtaz Qadri, the self-

Mamnoon Hussain

confessed Kkiller of Punjab’s for-
mer governor Salman Taseer.
Qadri, a former police com-
mando, assassinated Taseer in
Islamabad’s Kohsar Market on
January 4, 2011 for his support
to a blasphemy accused. An Anti-
Terrorism Court convicted and
condemned him to death - a rul-

A review petition of Malik
Mumtaz Qadri was also
turned down by the top court
on December 14 last year,
leaving him with the last
option of to file a clemency
appeal to the president

ing also upheld by the Islamabad
High Court and Supreme Court.
A review petition of Qadri was
also turned down by the top court
on December 14 last year, leaving
him with the last option of to file a
clemency appeal to the president.
Religious parties have threat-
ened nationwide protests if Qadri

Malik Mumtaz Qadri

is hanged. In view of a possible
backlash, the president’s fam-
ily has been moved from Karachi
to the Presidency in Islamabad,
sources told The Express Tribune.

Currently, only the president
and the prime minister are pro-
vided security under the ‘Blue
Category’ — the highest security

No honour in ‘honour’ killings, says Sharif at
screening of Sharmeen’s ‘A Girl in the River’

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif on Monday said
that there is no honour in hon-
our killing and steps are afoot to
bring about legislative and ad-
ministration changes for women
in Pakistan.

“We are proud of Sharmeen
Obaid-Chinoy’s significant
achievement and her work is an
inspiration for the cause of social
change for women worldwide,”
the premier said.

The premier was addressing
a gathering at the screening of
Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy’s Oscar-
nominated documentary A Girlin
the River: The price for forgiveness
at the Prime Minister’s Secre-
tariat.

Socially challenging
“More than the awards, Chinoy’s
greater contribution lies in her
choice of her themes which are
technically difficult and socially
challenging,” Sharif said.

“She [Sharmeen Obaid] has
drawn our attention to the dark
side of societal behaviour; some-
thing about some of us choose to
remain uninformed,” he added.

“The long struggle for rights of
women across culture and ages

has always been challenged by re-
actionary forces, but nothing can
justify oppression.”

Such despicable practices are
repugnant to the teachings of
Islam, and for that matter, any
other religion.

Rightful place
“We are striving to give women
their rightful place in the soci-

She (Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy) has drawn our attention
to the dark side of sociefal behaviour; something about
some of us choose to remain uninformed. The long
struggle for rights of women across culture and ages
has always been challenged by reactionary forces, but
nothing can justify oppression

Prime Minister

ety, both economically and politi-
cally and end all sorts of violence
against them and bring the perpe-
trators of attacks on them to jus-
tice,” Sharif added.

Oscar-winning filmmaker
Pakistan has representation of
women in all walks of life and
they are even lawmakers, the pre-
mier added.

Sharif also commended the
Oscar-winning filmmaker for her
remarkable success.

Earlier, addressing the gath-
ering, Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy
said, “Speaking the truth is dif-
ficult in Pakistan but the courage
given by my father enabled me to
take the initiative.”

Sharmeen said that her father
stood with her towards her am-

Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy

bition and she was happy that
the film was being screened in
Pakistan.

The documentary follows the
story of an 18-year-old girl, a rare
survivor of an honour killing at-
tempt, who falls in love and lives
to tell the tale. Previously, Shar-
meen work ‘Saving Face” bagged
the Oscars for Pakistan for the
first time. — Express Tribune

protocol for anyone in Pakistan.
“Despite these heavy protocols,
security of the president has
been further beefed up as he is
about to decide the mercy appeal
of Qadri,” said an official privy to
the development.

The president has three sons.
And the official said last year one
of his sons, Salman Mamnoon,
escaped a bomb attack on his con-
voy in Hub, near Karachi. Three
people were killed in the attack
claimed by a banned separatist
group, Baloch Liberation Army.

Another senior security of-
ficial told The Express Tribune
that overall security in Islama-
bad would also be reviewed if
Qadri’s mercy plea was rejected
by the president.

“Security situation will be re-
viewed following the decision.
And most probably the district ad-
ministration will impose Section
144 in the capital,” he said.

Secretary to the President Sha-
hid Khan refused to comment on
the issue. — Express Tribune

Talks with UK
over Farooq’s
murder case

ISLAMABAD: The government
has decided to hold a final round
of talks with Britain to determine
whether it is serious about the ex-
tradition of the alleged murderers
of Muttahida Quami Movement
(MQM) leader Dr Imran Farooq.

Dr Farooq was bludgeoned and
stabbed to death in September
2010 near his apartment in the
Edgware area of London.

A source privy to the develop-
ment told Express News that Pa-
kistani authorities will seek the
opinion of the UK authorities on
any possible extradition within
aweek.

“The alleged culprits will be
prosecuted in Pakistan if the UK
authorities are reluctant about ex-
tradition,” he said.

Less interested

The source said at one point in
time the UK authorities were
very keen to lay their hands on
Dr Farooq’s assassins; however,
now they seem less interested in
pursuing the case. “Pakistani au-
thorities are left in very strange
situation by the UK as now they
areleast bothered about the inves-
tigation into the case going on in
Pakistan,” he added. - Express Tribune
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Death

toll from F

1j1 cyclone

tops 21 amid health crisis

Aid agencies warned
of a widespread
health crisis, in low-
lying areas where
thousands of Fiji’s
people live in tin
shacks, after crops
were wiped out and
fresh water supplies
blocked

SYDNEY: Fiji began a massive
cleanup on Monday after one of
the most powerful storms record-
ed in the southern hemisphere
tore through the Pacific island
nation, killing 21 people, flatten-
ing remote villages and cutting off
communications.

Aid agencies warned of a wide-
spread health crisis, particularly
in low-lying areas where thou-

NATURE'’S FURY: A remote Fl]lan v1llage is photographed from
the air during a surveillance flight conducted by the New Zealand
Defence Force after Cyclone Winston on Sunday. - reuters

sands of Fiji’s 900,000 people live
in tin shacks, after crops were
wiped out and fresh water sup-
plies blocked.

The Fiji Broadcasting Corp,
quoting the country’s National
Disaster Management Office, said
21 people had died and four were
still missing at sea. Almost 8,000
people remained hunkered down
in hundreds of evacuation centres
across Fiji where they had headed
before tropical cyclone Winston
hit late on Saturday with winds of
up to 325 kph (200 mph).

“The death toll from Cyclone
Winston continues to rise and re-
ports of widespread damage are
coming in from across Fiji,” said
New Zealand Foreign Minister
Murray McCully.

“Itis clear that Fiji faces amajor
cleanup and recovery operation.”

McCully said a New Zealand
Defence Force C-130 would leave
for the Fijian capital, Suva, later
on Monday with relief supplies
and an emergency response team.

The majority of the fatalities
were along the western coast and

Infant refugee becomes
face of tough Australia’s
asylum seeker policies

in support of one-year-old baby Asha in Brisbane, on Sunday. - reuters

SYDNEY: The significant sym-
pathy generated by the detention
and likely deportation of a baby
girl born in Australia to Nepalese
parents could be a watershed in
public opinion about the coun-
try’s harsh asylum seeker policies.

The infant, known only by the
pseudonym Asha, Nepalese for
“hope”, has humanised hundreds
of anonymous asylum seekers
who are faced with deportation
from Australia to a detention
camp on the South Pacific island
of Nauru.

The outpouring of public sup-
port, including an overnight
blockade at a Brisbane hospital
where she was treated for severe
burns, has been likened by some
to the shocking images last year
of a young Syrian asylum seeker
dead on a Greek beach.

Supporters credited the week-
long protest at the hospital with
forcing the hand of Immigration
Minister Peter Dutton, who on
Monday had Baby Asha and her
family moved to alocal communi-
ty detention facility, which allows
some freedom of movement.

“What is resonating is that alot
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of people are looking at that baby
and thinking that could be my
baby,” said Kon Karapanagiotidis,
chief executive officer of the Asy-
lum Seeker Resource Centre.

People at the blockade carried
posters with the pixellated face of
the baby girl and the hashtag #Ba-
byAshawas Twitter’s fourth high-
est trending topic worldwide over
the weekend when the hospital
stand-off reached its climax.

The number of asylum seek-
ers trying to reach Australia
is small compared with those
arriving in Europe, but border
security has long been a hot-
button political issue.

Campaign
The coalition government led by
the conservative Liberal Party
came to power in 2013 on a cam-
paign to “Stop the Boats”, adopt-
ing tough measures as a deterrent.

Everyone who arrives by boat
is detained and sent to Nauru or
Papua New Guinea’s Manus Is-
land. The government also con-
ducts tow-backs, or turning a boat
back to its origin.

The policies have been widely

Hospital Car Park |
Main Entrance

Hancock St
Carjiy rm 8

criticised by international hu-
man rights groups and the United
Nations. Medical groups have
been particularly critical of de-
taining children in the offshore
camps, where abuse has been fre-
quently reported.

Doctors at the Brisbane hospi-
tal had refused to release Asha.
Still, Australia’s High Court this
month rejected a legal challenge
to the country’s right to deport
267 refugee children and their
families brought to Australia from
Nauru for medical treatment.

Asha, the first baby born in
immigration detention in Aus-
tralia to be transferred to Nauru,
was flown back to Australia last
month for medical treatment af-
ter she scalded herself with boil-
ing water while learning to walk
in a tent at the detention centre.

“In terms of a dramatic shift
in community attitudes, there is
no going back from this one,” Ian
Rintoul, coordinator of the Refu-
gee Action Coalition, said of the
public support for Asha.

“I think for a large number of
people this has been a turning

point.” - Reuters
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were caused mainly by flying de-
bris and drowning in storm surg-
es, authorities said.

Curfew lifted

A 36-hour curfew was lifted early
on Monday, allowing the Fijian
military to ramp up efforts to
reach the more remote parts of the
archipelago of about 300 islands.

“The Fijians are desperately
trying to repair severed lines of
communication, but they hold
grave fears that the news waiting
for them will be dire,” said Raijeli
Nicole, Pacific regional director
of aid group Oxfam. “Given the
intensity of the storm and the im-
ages we have seen so far, there are
strong concerns that the death
toll won’t stop climbing today and
that hundreds of people will have
seen their homes and livelihoods
completely destroyed.”

Aerial footage of outlying is-
lands taken by the Royal New Zea-
land Air Force, and posted on the
Fiji government’s official website,
showed whole villages flattened
and flooded. Aid agencies were

told at a meeting of Fiji’s National
Emergency Operations Centre on
Monday of potential “catastroph-
ic” damage to Koro Island, Fiji’s
seventh-largest island.

“The aerial survey suggested
the runway looks OK so they are
going to land on this later this af-
ternoon with emergency personal
and some supplies,” said Anna
Cowley of CARE Australia.

Fiji also reopened its main air-
port at Nadi. Food and water sup-
plies are a growing concern, even
for areas such as Suva that did
not suffer as much damage as the
more remote regions.

The Consumer Council of Fiji
has urged traders not to sell food
and other perishable items that
have gone bad due to the effects of
the cyclone.

The Council’s chief executive
Premila Kumar said supermar-
kets and other food stores should
destroy such items. Survivors
spoke of the horror of the cyclone,
while aid workers scrambled to
help victims.

“The noise was deafening. At
one point, I turned to my partner
and questioned whether we would
actually survive,” Sarah Bing-
ham, an Australian on holiday on
Tokoriki Island, told Reuters by
telephone. - Reuters

China signals
no South China
Sea backdown

BEIJING: China’s South China
Sea military deployments are no
different from US deployments on
Hawaii, the Chinese Foreign Min-
istry said on Monday, striking a
combative tone ahead of a visit by
Foreign Minister Wang Yi to the
United States this week.

The United States last week ac-
cused China of raising tensions in
the South China Sea by its appar-
ent deployment of surface-to-air
missiles on a disputed island, a
move China has neither confirmed
nor denied.

Asked whether the South China
Sea, and the missiles, would come
up when Wang is in the United
States to meet Secretary of State
John XKerry, Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Hua Chunying said
Washington should not use the is-
sue of military facilities on the is-
lands as a “pretext to make a fuss”.

Abides by promises

“The US is not involved in the
South China Sea dispute, and this
is not and should not become a
problem between China and the
US,” Hua told a daily news brief-
ing. China hopes the US abides by
its promises not to take sides in
the dispute and stop “hyping up”
the issue and tensions, especially
over China’s “limited” military po-
sitions there, she said. - reuters

_Aiﬂ]?%qua

International

Embassy of the Russian Federation

Muscat I:lmmner Music eries

G POON TSR P V-8
- JC P | - UM 0 2wl PPN DM O
The Fourth Concert of the Muscat Chamber Music Series

Season II (2015-2016)

Bl oo

Free Admission

‘Wednesday, February 24, 2016 at 7:30 p.m
The Bosch Center, the American
International School Muscat (TAISM)

mcms.arabesqueint.com

Sponsor

il

V) g2

Reserve Your Seat
at info@arabesqueint.com

or 2449 4553 / 9747 8300
Children under the age of 7 are not admitted
Brought by

YEIP =

OMAN ARAB BANK

&

e
Yok cces gl cms e
info@arabesqueint.com : Eale¥| joust
AYEVAY/YE£4200Y 9

Olgis V (o 87 JLale ¥ Glmlas) £3iee

Bgiuilad ) i
‘Rachmaninov Trio
-Piano Trio Night

’i.’vla.u J g
clace V. ¥~ el ¥V il 8 Y4 clagy™

Gr. Design: Karam Saad

Media Partners

¢ Hi 7/ 33 2]8)
Spallglea iy

/daaralatta

You

Tube daralattaa

@daralattaa

\8J

daralatta

ONE RIAL
Campaign

+968 24692996

Text (donate)
to 90001

to donate
ONE Riyal

o3l
gl G lalud!
yeolatllofeey AW
.ol gJgll )9l slh=lljlh@y=on

DAR AL ATTA'A



Al2 ‘ TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2016

TIMES OF OMAN

H#TRENDING

MOST READ

TIMESOFOMAN.COM

MOST SHARED

FACEBOOK.COM/TIMESOFOMAN

TOTAL VIEWS ‘ TOTAL PAGE LIKES
I

47,624,502 324,181

1 Oman ranks seventh
globally for lowest cost of

1 Planto regulate all taxis in
Oman ‘rejected’

timesofoman.com/Oman living
B 1 timesofoman.com/Oman

2 ‘Oman an oasis of peace
amid Arab world chaos’
timesofoman.com/Oman

3 Registration for new
e-Government services in
Oman on
timesofoman.com/Oman

2 Samsung Galaxy S7 restores
expandable storage
timesofoman.com/Technology

4 School exemption clause in
accident cases removed
timesofoman.com/Oman

3 Preventive steps taken in
Oman after solitary Congo

Fever case
timesofoman.com/Oman

§ ROP warns vehicle drivers
against overlooking red lights

timesofoman.com/Oman

4 Oman-India joint venture
building world’s biggest

Sebacic acid project in Dugm
timesofoman.com/Business

8 Eight ways to combat fatigue
timesofoman.com/Lifestyle

@ MOST POPULAR VIDED

TIMESOFOMAN.COM/VIDEOS

Faiz Subri asked to demand
more free-kick duties by
his Penang manager after
striker’s swerving set-piece
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will be pretty difficult for Nepal to beat Oman. They
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Need for traffic cameras at all street junctions

The refers to the story ROP warns vehicle drivers against overlooking

red lights (February 17). I completely agree with the statement by the

Royal Oman Police official’s comments. This is just what I experi-
ence every morning on my way to work at
the junction between the Al Maardin Street
and Al Jami Al Akbar Street in Ghala where

E E reckless drivers don’t wait in the queue

like others and rush on the straight lane to

the front of the signal to turn left after the

signal. If these mindless drivers stick to the

lanes there would not be such a traffic every

morning. And this happens on almost every

[=] B

Scan Z‘;s QR C"deh big junction in Muscat during rush hours.

Lo send ‘etters o the Why doesn’t the ROP install cameras at
Readers’ Forum, N :

containing not more each and every junction to record the traffic
than 200 words with and issue fines later on after they reviewed
full name, address the tape? — Christoph Claassen, Muscat
and telephone

number, may be sent
by e-mail (akhtar@
timesofoman.com).

Global leaders need to focus on
human development not wars

This refers to the report Toll from cyclone
rises to 21 as Fijians begin clean up drive
(February 22). The disasters resulting from

climate change keep increasing yet all that happens are a few events
with pledges to increase funding. It is high time the world leaders do
something about it. US and Russia should lead the way by focussing
on human development rather than wars. — Amr Saad, Ruwi
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You may say that most advertising
isn’tinformative - it’s ‘annoying,
misleading’ as Mr Shaibany
posits - and I would have to agree. I
intensely dislike intrusive ads like
auto-plays and irrelevant ads that
are repeatedly targeted to me; hence
Apple’s recent move to enable ad-
blocking on it’s iPhones and tablets
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The civilian government should be
willing to allow independent scrutiny
ofthe major power generation
projects, the metro bus projects in
Lahore and Islamabad and other
construction projects. Any riftin
civil-military relations can make
the future of Pakistani democracy
problematic and uncertain

[m] A1 [w]

At one time, there were close to 20
politicians to follow, but post-South
Carolina, it's more like the final
rounds of “The Apprentice,” with
many fewer nervous strivers to keep
track of and rising interest from
viewers. Does that help Donald
Trump? Conventional wisdom says
no, the empty suit won’t be able to
stand the scrutiny

INVITATION TO WRITERS

We invite our readers
to write articles on topics
related to Oman. The articles
should not exceed 800 words.
Send us your article along
with your picture to
akhtar@timesofoman.com

AUSTRALIA SHOWS A VERY
TOUGH ASYLUM-SEEKER

e

Gordon Brown

zones is one of the biggest challenges fac-

ing the international community. Their
schools have been reduced to rubble. Their
teachers have fled or are struggling to survive.
Their libraries have been looted or burned.

Fortunately, solutions are possible. After all,
these days, compelling lectures and well-stocked
libraries are available at the click of a button. A
bold pilot project, sponsored by the Dubai-based
MBZ Foundation, reflects this reality. The best
coursework on offer — in mathematics, science,
foreign languages, and literature — can be loaded
onto a mobile phone and placed in a student’s
hand. If the 58 million children who are currently
unable to attend school cannot be brought to a
classroom, then the classroom must be brought to
them. Aid groups are already blazing the trail, us-
ing the Internet to provide Syrian refugees with
educational opportunities. The Norwegian Agen-
cy for Development Cooperation, for example, is
holding an international competition — called
eduapp4Syria — to develop smartphone applica-
tions that “can build foundational literacy skills
in Arabic and improve psychosocial wellbeing for
Syrian refugee children aged five to 10.”

Similarly, in Lebanon, the Beirut-based non-
profit organisation Sawa for Development and
Aid, has developed NaTakallam, a service that
offers unemployed Syrian refugees a chance to
work as Arabic tutors. And in Egypt, the Natham
platform allows its users to upload educational
videos on topics in the country’s K-12 public
school curriculum.

From abroad, the British Council offers online
courses in English, through a programme called
“FutureLearn.” And the Silicon Valley-based
NGO ReBootKAMP and UNICEF’s Raspberry
Pi coding classes offer young refugees a chance
to learn computer programming.

The Internet is being used to help refugees
pursue higher education as well.

The European Union is funding a three-year
e-learning course to prepare 3,100 Syrian refu-
gees in Jordan and Lebanon for university. And
the American nonprofit The University of the
People has offered 10,000 Syrian refugees a tu-
tor-supported online university education.

E ducating refugees and children in conflict

FROM OUR ARGHIVES

Virtual education in
contlict-hit regions

These efforts prove that, with the press of
a button and the swipe of a finger, two million
refugee children in Lebanon, Turkey, and Jor-
dan could be offered the opportunity to continue
their studies. The advantages of online learning
are manifold. Prefabricated schools are expen-
sive to ship and often unsuited for real learning.
As these become less of a priority, funds will be
freed for providing appropriate learning materi-
als and on-site tutors.

This shift in emphasis opens opportunities
for contributions by the private sector as well,
revolutionising how education is provided in
conflict zones and other emergency situations.
The Khan Academy, Google, Apple, and roughly
50 other companies have recognised this need,
providing some $70 million in funding, low-cost
tablets, online education programmes, and as-
sistance with logistics.

And in September, Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg announced that his company would
work with the UN High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) to provide Internet access to all
refugees. History shows how much broad coa-
litions that transverse the private, public, and
nonprofit sectors can accomplish.

Private companies are often well positioned
to deliver goods more quickly and less expen-
sively than public institutions, allowing the lat-
ter to focus their efforts elsewhere.

Examples of this dynamic include the start-
ups and multinationals that have joined the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation to help find a cure
for Ebola and entrepreneurs using solar panels
to provide off-grid electricity to remote villages
in Africa. When the library at Alexandria burned
in 48 BC, humanity did not crawl back into caves
and stop learning.

What went up in smoke was only the physi-
cal manifestation of human knowledge; the de-
sire for discovery and progress remained intact.
When the flames died down, our ancestors set
out to recover the knowledge that had been lost.

That experience has been repeated through-
out recorded history, and it should inform our
response to the destruction of libraries and
schools in Syria. Instead of asking the country’s
children to accept the end of their education, we
must help them rebuild — with the most mod-
ern tools at our disposal. - project Syndicate

Faisal opens book fair with increased titles, participants
MUSCAT: His Highness Sayyid Faisal bin Ali bin Faisal, national
heritage and culture minister, opened the Sixth Muscat International
Book Fair at the Oman International Exhibition Centre in Seeb yester-
day. Present at the inauguration ceremony were members of the royal
family, the president of the Majlis Al Shura, ministers, members of the
Majlis Al Shura and the Council of State, ambassadors of sisterly and
friendly countries accredited to the Sultanate and literary personali-
ties. A total of 266 publication houses from 17 Arab and foreign coun-
tries are taking part in the fair, which continues until March 2.

e TODAY IN HISTORY

1861: Texas becomes the seventh state to secede from the
Union.

1904: Japan guarantees Korean sovereignty in exchange for
military assistance.

1950: New York’s Metropolitan Museum exhibits a collection
of Hapsburg art. The first showing of this collection in
the US.

(2015)
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MUGABE GELEBRATES 92ND BIRTHDAY

Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe, centre, flanked by his wife Grace Mugabe, left, and daughter Bona, right, blows candles
on his cake during a suprise party hosted by the office of the President and Cabinet at State House in Harare, on Monday to

celebrate his 92nd bhirthday. Zimbabwean President becomes the world’s oldest leader with no plans to step down as feuding
over his successors threatens to tear his ruling ZANU-PF apart. —arp

Julian Assange

Assange

asks Sweden
to overturn
arrest warrant

STOCKHOLM: Lawyers for
Julian Assange have asked a
Swedish court to overturn an
arrest warrant for the Wikileaks
founder following a ruling by a
UN panel that his stay in Ecua-
dor’s London embassy amounts
to arbitrary detention.

Assange, 44, took refuge at the
embassy in June 2012 to avoid
extradition to Sweden, where he
is wanted for questioning over
allegations, which he denies,
that he committed rape in 2010.

He says accusation is a ploy
that would eventually lead to his
extradition to the United States,
where a criminal investigation
into the activities of WikiLeaks
is still open. “We consider that
there have arisen a number of
new circumstances which mean
there is reason to review the
earlier decision,” Thomas Ols-
son, one of Assange’s lawyers,
said on Monday. — Reuters

About 5,000 people
massed at two
locations in northern
Greece, close to

the border with
Macedonia, while aid
groups urged another
4 000, who arrived on
the Greek mainland

from outlying islands

ATHENS/MORAHALOM
(HUNGARY): Thousands of mi-
grants were stranded in northern
Greece on Monday after neigh-
bouring Macedonia demanded
additional identification from
people seeking to cross the border
and head to Western Europe, wit-
nesses said.

European leaders are concerned
that migrants passing through aus-
terity-hit Greece to more prosper-
ous countries could end up strand-
ed if Greece’s northern neighbours
tighten border controls.

Greek officials say the flow of
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Turkey presses
operation against
Kurdish militants

ISTANBUL: Turkey’s military
said on Monday it had killed 14
militants in a drive against the out-
lawed Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK) in the southeast as an envoy
from the European parliament de-
nounced what she said were rights
abuses by Ankara.

Four PKK militants were killed
on Sunday in the Sur district of the
mainly Kurdish region’s largest
city Diyarbakir, much of which has
been under a round-the-clock po-
lice curfew since early December,
the army said in a statement.

Ten others were killed on
Sunday in the Idil district of
Sirnak province, neighbouring
Syria, it said.

A round-the-clock curfew was
imposed in some parts of Idil last
week as it become a new focus for
the security operations.

Ceasefire breakdown
Violence has surged across south-
east Turkey following the break-
down of a two-year ceasefire be-
tween Turkish security forces and
the PKK last July.

The PKK, which says it is fight-

'

NO ENTRY: A man from Afghanistan carrying a baby cries as he pushes against the fence at the
Greece-Macedonia border during a demonstration near the village of Idomeni, northern Greece, on
Monday, against Macedonia’s refusal to allow Afghans to pass the border. -arp

people across the border slowed
after Macedonia demanded addi-
tional identification from people
seeking passage.

About 5,000 people massed at
two locations in northern Greece,
close to the border with Macedo-
nia, while aid groups urged anoth-
er 4,000, who arrived on the Greek

mainland from outlying islands,
not to head to north for fear of cre-
ating a bottleneck.

“Our biggest fear is that the
4,000 migrants who are in Athens
head up here and the place will be-
come overcrowded,” said Antonis
Rigas, a coordinator of the medical
relief charity Medicins Sans Fron-

tieres (Doctors Without Borders).

Balkan states straddling the mi-
grant route to western and north-
ern Europe have begun denying
passage to individuals not coming
from the conflict regions of Syria
and Iraq.

One migrantin hismid-30s, who
said he was from the Syrian town
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ing for autonomy for Turkey’s
large ethnic Kurdish minority, has
sealed off entire districts of some
towns and cities in the southeast
and declared autonomy, prompt-
ing the security forces to step up
their operations.

The army also said the bodies of
five PKK militants had been found
during a search in Cizre, a town
by the Syrian border that was the
focus of military operations for
weeks. Home-made explosives,
hand grenades, rifles and a large
amount of ammunition were
seized, it said.

The PKK, considered a terror-
ist group by Turkey, the United
States and the European Union,
launched a separatist armed re-
bellion against the Turkish state
more than three decades ago and
more than 40,000 people have
been killed in the conflict.

— Reuters

of Aleppo, said Macedonian police
did not let him 