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Times of Oman brings great 
off ers on 36th anniversary
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Thirty-six and count-
ing!  

Times of Oman, the Sultan-
ate’s largest-selling English daily, 
today celebrates 36 years of its 
dominance in the media business 
in Oman. The newspaper that re-
defi ned English journalism in the 
Sultanate has grown from strength 
to strength since its inception in 
1975. From a weekly tabloid to its 
present 44-page avatar, it has been 
a long and fruitful journey. 

Withstanding several competi-
tive challenges over the years, the 
newspaper has evolved and rein-
vented itself, thus fi nding a place 
in the hearts of thousands of its es-
teemed readers.

To commemorate this special 

occasion, Times of Oman announc-
es a special subscription off er. 

The fi rst 36 persons who walk in 
to subscribe the newspaper will get 
it for free for a year. 

The next 100 persons would 
have to pay only RO1 per month 
to subscribe (for a minimum of 12 

months and on advance payment.)
Others will get a two-year sub-

scription of Times of Oman for just 
RO36, along with a RO10 voucher 
from Al Aktham Restaurant and 
a coupon from Mc Donald’s. They 
will also have the option of nomi-
nating a person for the free one-
year subscription. 

The off er is valid for three days, 
starting from February 23 to Feb-
ruary 26 (excluding Friday.)

Al Aktham Restaurant, the ex-
clusive partner for this promotion, 
is one of the leading restaurants 
in Oman that was founded in 1984 
and has bagged several awards over 
the years. Abdul Aziz Zainuddin, 
managing partner, Al Aktham Res-
taurant, expressed his pleasure in 
being associated with the leading 
newspaper of the Sultanate.

M I L E S T O N E

OPEC ‘READY TO MEET
ANY SHORTAGE’
Saudi Oil Minister Ali Al Naimi said 
that Opec is prepared to meet any 
shortage of supplies due to unrest in the 
Middle East and that its members have 
suffi  cient spare capacity to do so. > C2

ENGLAND SURVIVE DUTCH SCARE

THE Netherlands’ Ryan ten Doeschate scored a daz-
zling World Cup century against ragged England yes-
terday but the three-times fi nalists fought back to win 

a nervy game.
In a contest the competition badly needed after a series of 

mismatches, the Dutch, inspired by ten Doeschate’s knock of 
119 off  just 110 balls, racked up a challenging score of 292 for 
six in Nagpur. But England kept their heads, despite two wick-
ets for ten Doeschate, and helped by a skipper’s knock of 88 by 
Andrew Strauss, reached their target with eight balls to spare, 
ending on 296-4. 

Ahead of their fi rst match against Kenya today, Pakistan 
captain Shahid Afridi vowed to win the World Cup for mil-
lions of weary fans back home who lost out on the showpiece 
when their country became a no-go zone. “Not playing in our 
country is on our minds,” Afridi said. >D1-D8

C7

Information 
is beautiful

TRIPOLI/MANAMA: A defi ant 
Muammar Gaddafi  vowed yester-
day to die “a martyr” in Libya and 
said he would crush a revolt which 
has seen eastern regions already 
break free from his rule. 

The Arab League said it has 
barred Tripoli from attending its 
meetings “until the Libyan authori-
ties respond to demands, guaran-
teeing the security and stability of 
its people”. 

The 22-member body said “Arab 
people’s ambitions for freedom, 
democratic reforms, development 
and justice are legitimate and must 
be respected”.

In Bahrain, Shiite protestors 
fi lled streets in Manama demand-
ing the fall of the government in the 
biggest protest since unrest began 
last week.

Swathed in brown robes, Gaddafi  
seethed with anger as he banged 
the podium outside one of his resi-
dences that was heavily damaged 
in a 1986 US bombing raid that at-
tempted to kill him. 

“I am not going to leave this 
land, I will die here as a martyr,” 
Gaddafi  said on state television, re-
fusing to bow to calls from his own 
diplomats, soldiers and protestors 
clamouring in the streets for an 

end to his four decades at the helm. 
“I shall remain here defi ant,” said 
Gaddafi .

Anti-government protestors 
were “rats and mercenaries”, he 
said, who under Libyan law de-
served the death penalty. Gaddafi  
said he would call the people to 
“cleanse Libya house by house” un-
less protestors surrendered.

Call for loyalty
Gaddafi  urged Libyans to take to 
the streets today to show their loy-
alty to his government.

“All of you who love Muammar 
Gaddafi , go out to the streets, secure 
the streets, don’t be afraid of them 
... Chase them, arrest them, hand 
them over to the security (forces),” 
he said.

State television showed what it 
said was live footage of hundreds of 
government supporters in Tripoli’s 
Green Square waving portraits of 
Gaddafi  and banners supporting 
the veteran leader.

But refugees streaming across 
the Libyan border into Egypt said 
Gaddafi  was using tanks, warplanes 

and foreign mercenaries to fi ght the 
growing rebellion.

Eastern Libya is no longer under 
Gaddafi ’s control, rebel soldiers in 
the city of Tobruk said a news cor-
respondent there.

Out of control
Tobruk residents said the city 
was in the hands of the people and 
had been for three days. They said 
smoke rising above the city was 
from a munitions store bombed 
by troops loyal to one of Gaddafi ’s 
sons. There was the occasional ex-
plosion. 

“All the eastern regions are out of 
Gaddafi ’s control ... The people and 
the army are hand-in-hand here,” 
said the now former army major 
Hany Saad Marjaa.

The White House off ered its 
condolences for the “appalling vio-
lence” in Libya and said the inter-
national community had to speak 
with one voice on the crisis.

The UN refugee agency mean-
while urged Libya’s neighbours to 
grant refuge to those fl eeing the un-
rest. >A2

The Arab League said it has barred Tripoli 
from attending its meetings until the Libyan 

authorities respond to demands, guaranteeing 

the security and stability of its people 

HM sends greetings 
to Brunei, Guyana
MUSCAT: His Majesty Sultan 
Qaboos bin Said has sent a cable of 
greetings to Sultan Haji Hassanal 
Bolkiah of Brunei Darussalam on 
the occasion of his country’s Na-
tional Day.

In his cable, His Majesty the Sul-
tan expressed his sincere greetings 
along with his best wishes of good 
health and happiness to Sultan 
Hassanal Bolkiah and his country’s 

people further progress.
His Majesty the Sultan has also 

sent a cable of congratulations to 
President Bharrat Jagdeo of the 
Cooperative Republic of Guyana 
on his country’s Independence 
Day anniversary. In his cable, His 
Majesty expressed his sincere con-
gratulations along with his best 
wishes to Jagdeo and his country’s 
people. - ONA

C A B L E S

OUT OF BOUNDS: Protestors chant slogans in the main square of Tobruk, yesterday. Libyan soldiers in the eastern city of Tobruk said they no 
longer backed Muammar Gaddafi  and the eastern region was out of the Libyan leader’s control. – Reuters  See also >A6, A7 & A10

I shall remain here 
defiant: Gaddafi

OMAN
New regulation
against begging

2The Sultanate’s Ministry 
of Social Development, 
in cooperation with 

the begging combating team, 
is planning to introduce new 
regulations that will heavily 
penalise those who will be 
caught begging. >B1

BUSINESS
India’s billionaire
‘heroes’ get humbled 

3One of the most telling 
images from the frenzied 
media coverage of India’s 

corruption scandals in recent 
months was billionaire Anil 
Ambani emerging from the 
federal police headquarters after 
questioning. >C5

WORLD
‘Darkest day’ claims 
65 lives in NZ

1Rescuers searched through 
the night for survivors after 
a powerful quake killed at 

least 65 people in New Zealand’s 
second city Christchurch, 
crushing buildings and vehicles. 
Up to 200 people may still be 
trapped inside buildings. >A10

T O P  T H R E E  I N S I D E  S T O R I E S



A2    W E D N E S DAY,  F E B RUA RY  2 3,  2 0 1 1

UPDATE

Thousands of protestors 
march in Manama

Human Rights Watch said 62 people 
had died in clashes in Tripoli in the 
past two days, on top of its previous 
toll of 233 dead. Opposition groups 
put the fi gure far much higher. UN 
rights chief Navi Pillay said the kill-
ing could amount to crimes against 
humanity and demanded an inter-
national probe.

World powers have condemned 
the use of force against protestors, 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon accusing Libya of fi ring on 
civilians from warplanes and heli-
copters. The Security Council met 
in closed session to discuss Libya. 

Washington and Europe have de-
manded an end to the violence.

In Manama, tens of thousands of 
opposition supporters marched to 
Pearl Square to press demands for 
political reform in the country.

Led by opposition groups such 
as Wefaq and Waad, it was the fi rst 
organised demonstration and fol-
lowed spontaneous protests by a 
rising youth movement relying on 
social media. 

State media said the king had 
ordered the release of convicted 
prisoners whose names would be 
released today and a stop to ongo-
ing court cases — opposition fi gures 
said they understood this to mean 
the trial will be shelved.

Clashes
Supporters of Yemen President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh armed with daggers 
and batons clashed violently with 
students in Sanaa before police 
intervened, a news reporter said, 
adding fi ve people were hurt.

About 1,000 students had spent 
a second night camped at a square 
near Sanaa university, dubbed Al 
Huriya (Liberty) Square, where 
they erected a huge tent.

The crowd swelled to about 4,000 
and as the protestors demanding 
Saleh’s ouster moved yesterday 
morning from the square close to 
where Saleh’s loyalists are bunkered 
down, the group attacked them with 
daggers and batons. The students, 
some of whom were also armed 
with batons, responded. 

Algeria’s cabinet adopted an or-
der to lift the 19-year-old state of 
emergency, the offi  cial news agency 
reported.  An instruction to lift the 
state of emergency will come into 
force from its “imminent” publica-
tion in the offi  cial gazette, the APS 
news agency reported.

Cabinet reshuffl  e
Jordan’s King Abdullah II faces 
unprecedented calls by a mix of 
liberals and traditional supporters 
for moves towards a constitutional 
monarchy, Jordanian politicians 
said.

Around 4,000 demonstrators 
crowded Tahrir Square in the cen-
tre of the Iraqi city of Sulaimaniyah. 
Demonstrators in the city carried 

banners reading, “Don’t Forget Hos-
ni Mubarak”.

Egypt’s key portfolios of defence 
interior, foreign, fi nance and justice 
were unchanged in a cabinet reshuf-
fl e, state television confi rmed when 
it broadcast the swearing in cer-
emony for the new ministers.

The list of new ministers includ-
ed changing the veteran oil minister, 
as well as introducing politicians 
who had been opposed to the rule of 
Hosni Mubarak, who stepped down 
from offi  ce on February 11 after 
widespread protests.

But the Muslim Brotherhood, the 
country’s biggest opposition group, 
said the new cabinet showed that 
Mubarak’s “cronies” still controlled 
the country’s politics. - Agencies

U N R E S T  C O N T I N U E S

HAND-IN-HAND: Bahraini anti-government protestors march 
towards Pearl Square in the largest rally in more than a week of 
protests in Manama, yesterday. – AFP

 < FROM 
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REGION
UAE may fi nalise $7b missile deal soon
DUBAI: A Lockheed Martin offi  -
cial said yesterday that he expects 
an agreement to be concluded this 
spring for the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) to buy an anti-ballistic mis-
sile system reputedly worth about 
$7 billion. 

“I think ... sometime this spring, 
we’ll get some positive news that the 
two governments have reached an 
agreement” on the Terminal High 

Altitude Area Defence system, said 
Dennis Cavin, Lockheed Martin 
vice-president for international air 
and missile defence. 

“The discussions started way 
back in 2007 when the Emirati gov-
ernment expressed interest in an 
integrated air and missile defence 
system,” he said at a defence exposi-
tion in Abu Dhabi. 

The missile defence consists 

of “the Patriot PAC-3 system, the 
THAAD system and then the inte-
gration” of the two. 

“It’s a layered defence system,” 
said Thomas McGrath, Lockheed 
Martin vice president and THAAD 
programme manager, with Patriot 
missiles covering lower altitudes 
while THAAD covers higher ones. 

THAAD exclusively targets bal-
listic missiles, McGrath said.  – AFP

D E F E N C EIsrael: Iran’s move 
a provocation

ISMAILIA: Two Iranian naval 
ships passed through Egypt’s Suez 
Canal into the Mediterranean yes-
terday heading for Syria, a source 
at the canal authority said, a move 
that Israel condemned as a ‘provo-
cation’.

Iran appears to be testing the 
state of aff airs in the Middle East 
after the fall of Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

A long-standing peace treaty 
with Egypt is crucial to Israel’s re-
gional security.

The ships entered the canal at 
5.45am (0345GMT) yesterday and 
passed into the Mediterranean at 
3.30pm (1330GMT), the Suez Ca-
nal Authority source said. “Their 
return is expected to be on March 
3,” the source said.

The Suez Canal cuts through 
Egypt and allows shipping to pass 

from the Middle East to Europe and 
vice versa without going around the 
southern tip of Africa.

The canal’s northern mouth, 
Port Said, is around 100km from Is-
rael, but the ships’ route would take 
them into the Mediterranean along 
Gaza and the Israeli coast. 

Frigate and supply ship
The vessels, the fi rst Iranian navy 
ships to enter the canal since Iran’s 
1979 revolution, are a frigate and a 
supply ship. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu had previously said he would 
take a “grave view” of the passage of 
Iranian naval ships.

Deputy Israeli Prime Minister 
Moshe Yaalon told Israel’s Chan-
nel 2 television, “It’s an Iranian 
provocation. When you look at the 
Middle East, wherever the Iranians 

weigh in, the situation is not good.”
He added, “It certainly does not 

bode well, but these two ships are 
not an immediate threat against 
us”.

Israeli media have quoted un-
named navy offi  cials as saying the 
Iranian vessels would be tracked, 
but not confronted.

Iran’s deputy commander of the 
army Abdolrahim Mousavi was 
quoted by the offi  cial Irna news 
agency as saying that Israel was 
“astonished” by the presence of 
Iranian naval vessels in the canal.
Using a term by which Iran refers 
to the United States, he added, “The 
global arrogance must know that 
the Islamic Republic of Iran’s army 
is fully prepared to defend its goals.
“The world should know that the 
presence of Iranian warships in 
the Suez Canal has taken place ... 
through the deep guidance of the 
Supreme Leader (Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei) and our young and 
brave personnel’s self-confi dence.”
A recently completed Israeli war 
game, the fi rst since Mubarak quit 
Egypt’s presidency, concluded it 
would boost military preparations 
but try to avoid confrontation un-
less it sees a greater threat from 
Iran. – Reuters

Tehran appears to be testing the state of 
aff airs in the Middle East after the fall of 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak

IN THE STRAIT: A police coastguard boat travels past an Iranian naval ship in the Suez Canal near 
Ismailia, some 120km north of Cairo, yesterday. – Reuters
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INDIA
2G scam: Singh 
announces JPC

NEW DELHI: Giving in to op-
position demand, Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh yesterday an-
nounced government’s decision 
to set up a Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC) to probe the 2G 
spectrum scam, saying the coun-
try could “ill aff ord” disruption of 
the crucial budget session of Par-
liament.

Making the announcement in 
Lok Sabha, the Lower House, as 
soon as it met for the fi rst work-
ing day of the session, Singh said a 
formal motion for constitution of 
the JPC would be moved soon.

“We could not succeed in spite 
of our sincere eff orts” to persuade 
the Opposition not to insist on a 
JPC probe, Singh said.

To root out corruption
Asserting that his government was 
committed to root out corruption, 
the prime minister said “all eff ec-
tive steps” were taken to convince 
the Opposition in this regard.
“We can ill aff ord a situation 
where Parliament is not allowed to 
function during the crucial budget 
session. It is in these special cir-
cumstances that our government 
agrees to the setting up of a JPC,” 
he said.

Singh requested Speaker Meira 
Kumar to proceed with the proc-
ess of formation of the JPC and 
said a formal motion would be 
moved soon. Welcoming the gov-

ernment’s move, Leader of the Op-
position Sushma Swaraj thanked 
the prime minister and Leader of 
the House Pranab Mukherjee for 
the decision.

Victory of democracy
“We should not see this as a vic-
tory or defeat. This is a victory of 
democracy. We should all work 
together putting aside any talk of 
victory or defeat,” she said. 

Recalling that the winter ses-
sion of Parliament had been lost 
on account of controversy over 
2G spectrum allocation, Singh 
said, “In paralysing Parliament, 
I believe, we all do disservice 
to those who have elected us.”
The opposition has been adamant 
on a JPC probe in the 2G scam, 
which according to the Comptrol-

ler and Auditor General of India, 
has resulted in a presumptive loss 
to the tune of Rs1.7 trillion. 

A Raja, who was forced to resign 
as Telecom Minister three months 
back, is now in jail. 

Insisting that the government 
was committed to root out corrup-
tion, the prime minister listed the 
steps taken by the government on 
the 2G issue which included CBI 
investigation supervised by the 
Supreme Court and the independ-
ent inquiry conducted by former 
judge Shivraj Patil.

“We are a functioning democ-
racy and must strive to resolve our 
diff erences in a spirit of accommo-
dation and collaboration, not con-
frontation,” he said, hoping that it 
would “renew our confi dence in 
India’s forward march.”-PTI

A formal motion 
for constitution of 
the JPC would be 
moved soon, the 

prime minister said 

in Lok Sabha

‘Kerala CM’s 
son scuttled 
CBI probe’ 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: In 
the fi rst open attack against Kerala 
Chief Minister V.S. Achuthanan-
dan, the Congress-led opposition 
in the assembly alleged that his son 
V. Arunkumar was behind scuttling 
a Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) probe into the lottery mafi a.

Congress legislator V.D. Sathee-
san, speaking in the house, blamed 
Achuthanandan for playing to the 
gallery by writing to union Home 
Minister P. Chidambaram seeking a 
CBI probe into the lottery mafi a op-
erating in the state.

“The home minister wrote back 
asking you (Achuthanandan) to 
register a case and then demand a 
probe, but it is 55 days since you re-
ceived the letter but you are silent 
on it, and it is now clear that your 
son is behind the scuttling of the 
CBI probe,” said Satheesan.

The opposition also attacked 
Achuthanandan for infl uencing the 
judiciary to get a favourable verdict 
in the Idamalayar corruption case.

However, Achuthanandan pro-
voked the opposition benches by 
drifting away from the lottery issue 
and instead referring to the recent 
Kozhikode ice cream parlour sex 
case and the Idamalayar corruption 
issue which has seen former minis-
ter R. Balakrishnan Pillai cooling his 
heels in jail here after the Supreme 
Court last week confi rmed his sen-
tence of a year’s imprisonment.

On seven occasions in the course 
of this debate the opposition rushed 
to the well of the house and the 
treasury benches shouted down the 
opposition.

To cool tempers, Speaker K. Rad-
hakrishnan adjourned the house for 
close to an hour but after resump-
tion, the situation remained the 
same, forcing the speaker to rush 
through the listed business for the 
day and adjourn the house.

“A major counterattack is all 
set to be launched, which the LDF 
would be unable to withstand,” said 
a senior UDF leader. A major bomb-
shell which would expose several of 
the LDF leaders involved in several 
conspiracies,” he added. -Agencies

L O T T E R Y  S C A M

Limbless singer gives 
voice to rural poor   
PUNJAB: Bant Singh, a scarred survivor of class violence in 
rural India, has an indisputable claim to be a voice for country’s 
impoverished and muted millions. The folk singer lost both arms 
and a leg in an attack fi ve years ago after he dared to challenge 
high-caste landlords in his area of the northwestern state of Pun-
jab who had raped his 17-year-old daughter. “We as the proletari-
at want the same rights as the rich, a life of respect and equality,” 
the Communist party member said. Taru Dalmia, a Delhi-based 
hip hop artist known as Delhi Sultanate, has started a collabo-
ration with Singh along with other artists who share a dislike 
of the way India is developing socially and economically. “Most 
mainstream music in India is Bollywood culture, it’s commercial 
and elitist. There should be political songs,” says the 30-year-old. 
Dalmia and Singh’s joint project is called “Word, Sound, Power” 
and can be seen at http://www.wordsoundpower.org. 

Bill to prevent harassment 
of sportswomen on the anvil  
NEW DELHI: The government wants to bring in a legislation 
on national sports policy that, besides other things, would pre-
vent sexual harassment of sportswomen and make sports bod-
ies and administration transparent in the country. The proposed 
legislation would have “measures to prevent sexual harassment 
of women by following the guidelines enunciated by the Su-
preme Court”, Sports Minister Ajay Maken told the Lok Sabha 
yesterday. He said the government wants to develop sports at 
the national level and is intending to have a debate on the need 
to have the legislation. 

Chaplin’s grandson weds 
girlfriend in Karnataka
SIRSI: Iconic comic actor Charlie Chaplin’s 60-year old grand-
son Mark Joplin married his girl friend Tera Tiff ani according 
to Hindu traditions at Gokarna, a renowned religious centre in 
south Indian state Karnataka, last week. Dressed up like typi-
cal Hindu bride and groom, the couple participated in various 
wedding rituals performed by the priest Rajagopal Adi here. 
The grey-bearded groom, wearing the customary white and 
gold shimmering Karnataka ‘peta’ or headgear and dressed in a 
white ‘dhoti’ and ‘vastaram’, was led to the wedding ‘mandap’ in 
a procession with young women carrying trays full of auspicious 
symbols including a hand mirror and fl owers. The ceremony was 
marked by various rites. - Agencies

B R I E F S

Big fat weddings could face the axe 
MUMBAI:  The government is 
considering proposals to limit the 
number of guests allowed at wed-
dings to reduce food wastage, an of-
fi cial said yesterday. 

Indian weddings are famous for 
their extravagance and a wave of 
new money in the country has led to 
ever more lavish marriage celebra-
tions, often involving multi-cuisine 
buff ets and hundreds, or even thou-
sands, of guests. 

“We are looking into the possibil-
ity of reintroducing the executive 
guest control order created in the 
early 1960s,” an offi  cial at the min-
istry of food and consumer aff airs 
in New Delhi said. 

The rules limited the number of 
guests at weddings and other func-
tions to deal with the scarcity of 
food, he said. 

“Today the issue is not scarcity, 
but food is still being wasted and 
maximum amount of food is wasted 
at weddings,” the offi  cial, who de-
clined to be named, added. 

Such a potentially unpopular 
move attracted sharp criticism from 
the opposition, which slammed the 

government for failing to address 
serious issues such as food price 
infl ation. 

“This is an absurd and obnox-
ious proposal,” Prakash Javdekar, 
spokesman for the main opposition 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), told 
the Mail Today newspaper, which 
ran the story on its front page. 

Food minister K.V. Thomas cal-
culated nearly 15 per cent of all 
grain and vegetables in India was 
wasted through weddings and other 
social events, the paper said. 

“We believe we can preserve 
foodgrains for the poor and needy 
of this country by restricting its 
use at such extravagant and luxuri-

ous social functions,” Thomas was 
quoted as saying. 

India’s booming upper middle 
classes have been inspired to cre-
ate their own displays. No wedding 
is now complete without at least 
three diff erent cuisines off ered to 
guests: north or south Indian, “con-
tinental” or European and a third, 
selected from Mexican, Japanese 
and Chinese, or chinjabi, as the lo-
cal version of the latter is known.

The ostentation goes well beyond 
food. One new trend is the use of 
helicopters instead of the tradition-
al white horse or decorated coach 
for the bride and groom.

The people hit hardest by the 
food infl ation – the poor – are the 
core constituency of the current 
government, led by the centre-left 
Congress party. However, the am-
bitious food security bill aimed 
at eradicating hunger in India is 
proving diffi  cult to draft. It would 
guarantee more than two-thirds of 
the population had enough to eat, 
its supporters claim. About half 
of India’s children under fi ve are 
malnourished.-Agencies

F O O D  W A S T A G E

DETERMINED: Prime Minister Manmohan Singh arrives at Parlia-
ment House yesterday to attend the fi rst day of the budget session, 
in New Delhi. -Reuters

15 per cent of all 

grain and vegetables 

in India was wasted 

through weddings

KV Thomas
Food minster
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INDIA
US group joins fi ght for 
500 Indian workers 
WASHINGTON:  The American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) has 
joined a class action lawsuit brought 
on behalf of over 500 guest workers 
brought from India by an American 
company to work in US shipyards 
after Hurricane Katrina in 2005.

The non-profi t group has charged 

that the workers were traffi  cked into 
the US through the US government’s 
H-2B guest worker programme with 
dishonest assurances of becoming 
lawful permanent US residents and 
subjected to squalid living condi-
tions and fraudulent payment prac-
tices. – IANS

H U M A N  T R A F F I C K I N G31 convicted in Godhra 
train burning case 

AHMEDABAD:  A fast track court 
here yesterday convicted 31 people 
for hatching a conspiracy to burn 
the Sabarmati Express train in 
Godhra in Gujarat in 2002, killing 
59 people and sparking one of the 
bloodiest communal riots in India. 
But it let off  63 people, including a 
key accused, for lack of evidence. 

The sentence will be pronounced 
on Friday.

Additional Sessions Judge P.R. 
Patel delivered the verdict in the 
highly guarded complex of the 
Sabarmati Central Jail where the 
accused were lodged after the Feb-
ruary 22, 2002 burning of a pas-
senger coach of the train near the 
Godhra railway station. 

Almost all those who died were 
Hindu activists returning from 
Ayodhya in Uttar Pradesh. 

After 20 months of trial, they 
were held guilty of, among other 
things, murder, dacoity and robbery, 
arson and causing grievous hurt. 

The court let off  63 others, in-
cluding Maulvi Saeed Umarji, 
dubbed the prime accused. Many 
had rotted for years in prison plead-
ing they were innocent.

His son Saeed Umarji said the 
judgment had strengthened his 
faith in the judiciary. “(But) the way 
he was kept in jail for eight years, it 
was a big injustice.”

Defence lawyer A.A. Hassan said 
the court had accepted the theory 
that arsonists entered the coach by 
cutting the vestibule, poured petrol 
inside and set it on fi re.

According to him, there were 95 
accused in the case, of whom 80 
were in jail and 15 out on bail. 

Unhappy
Many were unhappy with the ver-
dict. Activist lawyer Mukul Sinha 
said the ill-feeling generated among 
Muslims would continue because 
the judgment takes cognisance of 
the conspiracy theory without any 
evidence of it.

He added: “Moreover, if 63 are 
innocent, how can others from the 
same crowd be conspirators?”

Within hours, all 63 walked out 
of the prison, some looking visibly 
relieved. Some looked grim. They 
boarded two buses to be driven to 
Godhra, 160km away, accompa-

nied by policemen. Those acquitted 
have to furnish a personal bond of 
Rs10,000 and a surety of the same 
amount. They cannot leave India 
without permission.

Gujarat’s Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) government hailed the ver-
dict.

“We have all along maintained 
that the fi re in the coach was not 
accidental but a pre-planned con-
spiracy. Now an impartial judicial 
process has confi rmed our point of 
view,” said Jainarayan Vyas, Gu-
jarat’s tourism minister and the 
government’s offi  cial spokesper-
son.

The Congress declined to com-
ment. But it blamed Gujarat Chief 
Minister Narendra Modi for trig-
gering the state-wide communal 
riots that followed the Godhra trag-
edy. “We don’t comment on a judg-
ment of court, it is part of a legal 
process,” Congress spokesperson 
Jayanthi Natarajan said.

J.M. Panchal, the special public 
prosecutor, said clinching evidence 
for the conviction came from Gan-
dhinagar’s Forensic Science Labo-

ratory report, witnesses and cir-
cumstantial evidence. 

It was on February 27, 2002 that 
the S-6 train coach was set on fi re. 
In no time, leaping fl ames engulfed 
it, killing 59 people who could not 
escape. 

Most of them were linked to the 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP).

Within days, violence erupted in 
Ahmedabad and other parts of Gu-
jarat, killing more than 1,000 peo-
ple in one of the worst outbreaks of 
sectarian violence in the country. 
Most victims were Muslims.

Earlier probes
While an earlier probe by the 
Nanavati-Mehta probe panel ruled 
that the incident was a conspiracy, 
another inquiry by Justice U.C. 
Banerjee, set up by the railways, 
concluded that the incident was 
“accidental”.

BJP’s national spokesman Tarun 
Vijay said: “The verdict has exposed 
the malicious intentions of the cen-
tral government and the pseudo 
secularists who tried to blame Hin-
dus as the culprits.”  – IANS

It was on February 

27, 2002 that the 

train coach was set 

on fi re, killing 59 

people. Within days, 

violence erupted 
in Ahmedabad 
and other parts of 
Gujarat, killing more 

than 1,000 people
CLOSE WATCH: Police outside Ahmedabad Central Jail during the pronouncement of the verdict on the 
Godhra case, in Ahmedabad, yesterday. – PTI
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Import restrictions will help 
sale of local products  
This refers to the news story, 
Consumers urged to buy Omani 
products (February 23). Urging 
people to buy local products and 
services is the right step taken. In 
fact, we all must try to buy local 
products and services to the best of 
our abilities. Such an activity will 
help the economy to grow, create a 
stable market for local producers 
and service providers and reduce 
the country’s dependence on 
imports. A stable domestic market 
is essential for any growing nation. 
If we take the case of India we can 
clearly see that its local markets 
and consumption helped it to tide 
over the recession so eff ectively. 
I, too, would like to request all to 
buy local products and help the 
producers. In fact, government 
too must prevent imports of items 
which are and can be produced 
locally. I feel that unless imports 
of such items are stopped and con-
sumers are left with no alterna-
tives but to buy local products the 
habit cannot be inculcated. 
Ashok Paniker
Seeb

Is Pakistan a fi efdom
of the United States?
This refers to the news story, Davis 
is a CIA agent, says ISI (Febru-
ary 22). The case of Raymond 
Davis is getting murkier. Two 
days before Davis allegedly shot 
and killed two Pakistan nation-
als, the US embassy in Pakistan 
submitted a list of its diplomatic 
and non-diplomatic employees 
to the Pakistani Foreign Offi  ce, as 
all foreign nations are required to 
do annually. We learnt that Davis 
was not on the list. The day after 
the incident, the US embassy sud-
denly submitted a “revised” list to 
the Foreign Offi  ce which added 
Davis’ name. It is obvious that the 
United States is trying to shield 
a murderer just because he is an 
American. The question, therefore, 
is can Americans get away doing 
anything in Pakistan. Is Pakistan a 
fi efdom of the United States?  
Asif Rehaman
Ruwi

Stabilisation of property 
prices long overdue  
It was encouraging to read the sto-

ry, Property prices poised to stabi-
lise (February 22). During the past 
one year property prices in Oman 
witnessed some fl uctuations 
and the market remained rather 
choppy due to economic downturn 
and reduction in expatriate popu-

lation in Oman. Stabilisation of the 
prices and market is truly the need 
of the hour. The choppiness of the 
market, in fact, encouraged many 
builders temporarily suspend their 
constructions last year. The sector 
will indeed be much benefi ted if 

the market and prices stabilise in 
the next 12 months.    
A. L. Rawat
Ruwi

ICC World Cup has become
boring within six days
When one can anticipate the result 
the game and the match not only 
loses charm but also turns very 
boring. And that is exactly what 
has happened with the ICC World 
Cup, currently underway. In just 
about fi ve days the tournament has 
lost all charms and I am sure very 
few are really watching minnows 
playing. The gaps between match-
es for every team are inordinately 
long and this is one of the primary 
reasons why the tournament will 
continue tediously for six long 
weeks.
Joseph Mutturajan
Seeb

Seeing Murali lifted for 
a six was painful
It was a bit painful to see the wiz-
ard of spin bowling struggling de-
spite bagging two wickets against 

Canada. I am talking about Mut-
tiah Muralitharan. He was hit for 
a six even by an inexperienced and 
aggressive Canadian batsman. And 
that wasn’t a treat to our eyes. I am 
sure as the tournament progresses 
Murali too will start showing his 
magic. But we must remember that 
age has caught up with him and the 
wizard is no longer nimble with his 
fi ngers as he used to be earlier. He 
would have done better if he had 
retired earlier and not played this 
World Cup at all.
Sandeep Vishwanath
Muttrah

Cricket in Pakistan tainted 
by a few black sheep
This refers to the story, Corrup-
tion row will not haunt Pakistan: 
Waqar (February 22). We hope 
Waqar is right. It is important for 
Pakistan to put up a good show 
in the ICC World Cup. Cricket in 
Pakistan will otherwise be seri-
ously aff ected where it has already 
been tainted because of a few black 
sheep. 
Yahyah Mubeen
Ruwi
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GADDAFI HAS RUINED LIBYA 
BEYOND QUICK RECOVERY

THE conceits and bankruptcies have all tumbled out of Muam-
mar Gaddafi ’s closets in Libya. A commission set up to study 
Libya’s socio-political structures concluded in 1948 that most 

Libyans were thoroughly indiff erent to the format of their govern-
ment. The commission’s conclusion stands changed today. In their 
opposition of their government the Libyans have torn down Gaddafi ’s 
conceited claim that he successfully abolished the conventional con-
cept of state and replaced it with an organic system that empowered 
the masses. The uprise of the same Libyan mass against him and his 
fraudulent administration evidently demonstrate how disparaging 
and vicious has been his rule for the past 42 years. And this by no 
means is any of Gaddafi ’s achievements. The Libyan society, highly 
fractured by traditional tribal structures, has been clobbered together 
into unifi cation by Gaddafi ’s ruthless and destructive rule for close to 
half a century, which has been both gallingly divisive and weakening. 
Libyan civil society, even after its independence over 50 years ago, still 
remains chillingly bankrupt of any institution worth the name. 

Libya today stands poised at the threshold of a historic transition. 
And that is certainly a cause good enough to be scared about. The days 
of Gaddafi ’s rule in Libya are numbered as the system has started fal-
tering and the uprising in Benghazi and Tripoli gaining perceptible 
momentum. Unlike in Egypt and Tunisia, Libya never had an en-
lightened and developed middle class. Neither did it ever develop the 
culture of political opposition. And this defi nitely is most worrying in 
Libya. The picture of post Gaddafi  Libya is more appalling than that 
of its two recently liberated neighbours — Egypt and Tunisia. Smooth 
transition from destructive autocracy to benevolent democracy is by 
no means assured in the blood-soaked Libya.

As in nature so also in politics vacuum does not exist. In Libya, 
preparations to fi ll the void likely to be created after the exit of Gadd-
afi  and his sons are already underway. Some men, more shrewd than 
decent or ethical, have either resigned, rather disassociated, from the 
regime or have defected only to resurface after the end of the revolu-
tion to claim their pieces of the pie. Solidarities expressed by ambas-
sadors, diplomats, air force pilots and offi  cers in the armed forces with 
the common Libyans on the streets in Benghazi and Tripoli do not ap-
pear without conditions or prompted by their conscience alone. The 
mayhem unleashed by Gaddafi  has soaked the nation in the blood of 
its own citizens. Libya will remain in a state of mourning long after 
the revolution will be over. But more dangerous is the prospect of what 
Leone Caetani, an Italian oriental scholar said way back in 1911 when 
the Italian Parliament debated colonisation of Libya. The country, 
Caetani said, had “no roads, no ports, no railroads, no buildings, noth-
ing, nothing, nothing!” A century later Libya still stands as bankrupt 
as ever.

The man who reads nothing at all is better educated 
than the man who reads nothing but newspapers

THOMAS JEFFERSON

“Insure with 
New India and 
be secure”

In the name of God, the  
Compassionate, the Merciful

THESE policies are based 
foremost on our fi rm be-
lief in the principles of 

peaceful coexistence among the 
nations; good neighbourliness 
between countries; non-interfer-
ence in others’ internal aff airs; 
and mutual respect for national 
sovereignty.

We extend the hand of friend-
ship and cooperation to all coun-
tries who share these principles 
with us. Within this framework 
we endeavour to consolidate our 
relations with all countries of the 
region, thus demonstrating our 
belief that this cooperation will 

serve the interests of our peoples. We shall work with our broth-
ers and friends throughout the world to develop our relations in 
pursuit of these goals for the prosperity of our people and the 
world community. 

To be concluded

R O Y A L  S P E E C H E S

Speech of His 
Majesty Sultan 
Qaboos bin Said
on the occasion 
of the 18th 
National Day

18/11/1988

IT says something about the miserable European 
response to the Arab spring that Italian Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi’s personal contribution 
to North African aff airs — his alleged liaison with 
a then-17-year-old Moroccan dancer — only just 
takes the prize for most abject performance. 

His foreign minister, Franco Frattini, was not far 
behind with his response to the brave uprising of the Tunisian 
people that ousted the long time ruler Zine el-Abidine Ben 
Ali: “Priority number one is the deterrence of fundamental-
ism and terrorist cells.” 

All manner of worthy things may be wished for Arabs just 
across the Mediterranean — and they were by President 
Nicolas Sarkozy’s fatuous brainchild, the 43-member Union 
for the Mediterranean — but of course democracy and free-
dom are not among them. 

The Barcelona-based Union, which should be disbanded 
forthwith, preferred to concentrate on matters like the “de-
pollution of the Mediterranean”. That, for Europeans, gener-
ally meant keeping Arabs away. 

No wonder Orhan Pamuk, the Nobel-prize winning Turk-
ish novelist, wrote an essay late last year called The Fading 
Dream of Europe. He noted the inward, small-minded, anti-
immigrant turn of a European continent that had once rep-
resented the summit of his own and many Turks’ aspirations. 
And that was penned before the latest European niggardli-
ness. 

In his own way the ageing multi-billionaire Berlusconi — 
with his too-black hair and his fawning entourage and his 
control of the media and his private villas and his debasement 
of the Italian state — has aped the manners of some of  the rul-
ers whom the people of Egypt, Tunisia and Libya have risen to 
oust. Like them he has confused self and nation, entranced by 
the cult of his personality. 

Or, and it hardly matters which, these rulers and their busi-
ness acolytes have aped Berlusconi, mimicking the worst of 
the West while bringing nothing of its political openness, cre-
ating a valueless simulacrum of moneyed European sophisti-
cation while their people languished without the most basic 
rights the European Union upholds. 

Designer labels without freedom of speech or the rule of 
law constitute a virulent form of contemporary savagery. 

Berlusconi epitomises a long trans-Mediterranean con-
nivance. Men and women across North Africa have taken to 
the streets to overturn this dignity-denying status quo. They 
want to stand on their own two feet rather than forever being 
cast as peoples in decline. 

A judge, Cristina Di Censo, has now indicted Berlusconi, 
74, on charges that he paid for intimacy with a 17-year-old 
girl, Karima el-Mahroug, who has denied having a relation 

with him. People power, Italian-style, brought a half-million 
protestors into the streets on February 13. 

I’d say this particular Italian soap has run long enough: 
A leader more consumed with his virility and Middle East 
women one quarter his age than with governance does not 
serve Italy well. 

Berlusconi’s is not the only European resignation in order. 
The French foreign minister, Michèle Alliot-Marie, has piled 
gaff e on gaff e since the Tunisian uprising began on December 
17. 

It’s not enough that she off ered the “know-how” of French 
security forces to Ben Ali. It’s not enough that she accepted a 
ride on a private jet from a Ben Ali business partner while on 
a Tunisian vacation during the protests. 

It’s not enough that her parents signed a property deal 
with this Ben Ali sidekick. It’s not enough that she was on 
the phone to Ben Ali although she earlier denied she had any 
“privileged contact”. 

Yes, Madame Minister, it is enough. 
True, Prime Minister François Fillon was also accepting 

fl ights and lodging from Hosni Mubarak at the time. But Egypt 
had not arisen then; and Fillon’s record is distinguished, un-
like Alliot-Marie’s comedy of errors since becoming foreign 
minister. 

The European Union must rethink its relations with the 
Muslim world at its doorstep, beginning with accepting Tur-
key, whose membership would help usher the continent from 
the small-mindedness Pamuk describes.

I’m not sure booming Turkey’s still interested; keep some-
one at the door long enough and that person will turn away. 
But a union with Turkey in it would not have responded to the 
Arab awakening with such tiptoeing awkwardness. 

A new European pact with democratising Arab neighbours 
is also urgently needed. Cancel the funds for nice environ-
mental projects and those Barcelona bureaucrats’ salaries. 
Put European money behind forming decent democratic so-
cieties across the water. This will be a generational project, 
but it’s the only way to stop the desperate human tide into 
southern Spain and Italy. 

The fi rst major international challenge for post-Lisbon Eu-
rope has revealed that the 2009 treaty did nothing to change 
the lowest-common-denominator approach that makes the 
EU such a foreign-policy pygmy. I guess that must be the way 
middling-power European nation states want it. 

One shout-out is called for: to Danish Prime Minister Lars 
Lokke Rasmussen for being fi rst to say: “Mubarak is history. 
Mubarak must step down.” Contrast those declarative sen-
tences with Brussels mumbo-jumbo. Danes, as World War II 
showed, sometimes stand apart from the crowd and do right. 
- The New York Times New Service 

Berlusconi’s abject performance

Like the ousted 

leaders of Egypt 

and Tunisia 

Berlusconi has 

confused self 

and the nation, 

entranced by 

the cult of his 

personality

ROGER COHEN 
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STEEPED IN BLOOD

FOR sheer blood-curdling menace, 
the televised address by Saif Al Islam 
Gaddafi  takes some beating. His broad-
cast to the Libyan nation included the 
threat that his father’s regime would 
“fi ght until the last man, until the last 
woman, until the last bullet ... instead 

of crying over 200 deaths we will cry over hundreds and 
thousands of deaths”.

He did bizarre as well as bloodcurdling, off ering the 
demonstrators the concessions of “a new fl ag, a new 
national anthem”; and he accused other rioters of being 
“on hallucinogens or drugs” — although his own ram-
bling delivery gave every impression that Muammar 
Gaddafi ’s son was under the infl uence.

Yet this was the man promoted as the entirely accept-
able face of a 40-year-long dictatorship, not least in this 
country. He was feted by the last government, especially 
by Peter Mandelson, with whom he would socialise in 
the grand style. He was also fawned on by academia. 
Nine months ago, he was accorded the accolade of giv-
ing the Ralph Miliband lecture at the London School of 
Economics (LSE).

Perhaps this had something to do with the fact that 
Saif Al Islam Gaddafi ’s very own foundation had writ-
ten out a cheque for £1.5m to the LSE. Or perhaps not; 
anyway Professor David Held of the politics faculty at 
the LSE gave an excruciatingly smarmy introduction, 
telling the audience that “the Gaddafi  Foundation de-
votes itself to humanitarian work ... especially in the 
fi eld of human rights” and that “deep liberal values are 
at the core of his inspiration”.

Tell that to the unarmed demonstrators under ma-
chine-gun assault from the Gaddafi  family’s mercenary 
shock troops. The LSE rushed out a statement saying 
that “the school has had a number of links with Libya 
in recent years. In view of the highly distressing news 
from Libya, the school has reconsidered those links as a 
matter of urgency”. Too late!

The same “reconsidering” is presumably taking place 
within government, although the developments in 
Libya are infi nitely less embarrassing for the Coalition 
than they would have been for the previous administra-
tion. It was Tony Blair who made it part of his foreign 
policy mission to chummy up to Muammar Gaddafi  and 
it was Gordon Brown who ordered the SAS to train the 
Libyan dictator’s special forces.

Two weeks ago, offi  cial papers were released which 
demonstrated that Labour, despite its furious deni-
als, had, in the words of the Cabinet Secretary Gus 
O’Donnell, “developed (a policy) that Her Majesty’s 
Government should do all it could ... to facilitate an ap-
peal by the Libyans to the Scottish government for Ab-
delbaset Ali Mohmed Al Megrahi’s release”. 

The freeing on “compassionate grounds” of the only 
man convicted for the Lockerbie bombing — the biggest 
mass murder ever to take place in this country — was 
just part of the wider eff ort to “normalise” relations be-
tween Britain and Libya.

I had written earlier that it was ludicrous to become 
steamed up about the release of Megrahi while continu-
ing to treat Gaddafi  as an old ally: “On the assumption 
— shared by both the Scottish and British governments 
— that Megrahi was rightfully convicted, then what of 
Colonel Gaddafi  himself ?

“Is it seriously suggested that Megrahi, a long-serv-
ing offi  cer in the Libyan intelligence service, had acted 
without orders from above?

“If anyone can be accused of being the malevolent 
power behind the slaughter of so many innocents head-
ing home for Christmas with their families, that man is 
Muammar Abu Minyar Al Gaddafi . Yet this is also the 

man whose celebrations of 40 years of dictatorship are 
to be attended by prime ministers and presidents from 
across the globe.”

Well, that is the way of the world. Once Gaddafi  had 
foresworn his previous policy of fi nancing acts of terror 
internationally (including by the IRA) then all is forgiv-
en — especially if the man in question is sitting on top 
of billions of barrels of easily extractable crude oil. The 
Americans have been critical of Britain’s open praise of 
the “new” Gaddafi , and were understandably furious 
about the release of Megrahi, but their own policy since 
2004 has been equally friendly, at least as far as military 
business is concerned: two years ago, for example, the 
US fi rm General Dynamics signed a $165m contract to 
arm the Libyan Armed Forces’ elite 2nd Brigade.

The unsurprising truth is that while Gaddafi ’s con-
frontational attitude towards the West may have 
changed — he was deeply impressed by president Bush’s 
removal of Saddam Hussein and did not want to be next 
on the hit-list — his character and methods remained 
the same as far as his own people were concerned. It 
was entirely predictable that he would order annihi-
lating force to be brought to bear against any internal 
opponents, even unarmed student demonstrators. Any 
shock expressed by the British Foreign Offi  ce is itself 
shocking. They know — have always known — that this 
is the nature of Gaddafi ’s regime. After all, it was not so 
long ago that an uprising of political prisoners in Tripo-
li’s Abu Salim jail was quelled by the massacre of more 
than 1,200 inmates.

Doubtless the British wooing of Saif Gaddafi  was 
based partly on the notion that he would be a moderat-
ing infl uence on his father. While the old man was, to 
put it at its very mildest, odd, of all his sons Saif seemed 
the most westernised and the most — well, like us.

He had a doctorate from the LSE; he mastered the 
language of international conferences; he could be in-
vited to a country-house shoot and be relied upon to use 
a Purdey rather than a sub-machine gun; he was always 
to be seen wearing impeccable Savile Row suits — in-
deed he was thus attired when delivering his chilling 
address to the Libyan people on Sunday night.

It is a perennial weakness of British offi  cials that they 
assume if a man has had a good education and wears the 
right sort of clothes it makes him somehow more trust-
worthy. They thought that about Robert Mugabe, fi nd-
ing it hard to imagine that a man educated by British 
missionaries and who insisted that his entire Cabinet 
abandon tribal costumes and wear British suits, could 
at the same time be capable of mass murder. But, of 
course, he could (and was awarded an honorary knight-
hood even after his troops had slaughtered up to 20,000 
civilians in Matabeleland).

The behaviour of rulers such as Mugabe and Gadd-
afi  can be explained, though not excused, by their fear 
of what might happen if they were to lose power. Com-
pletely ruthless themselves, they assume all their oppo-
nents (even, or especially, those professing to be demo-
crats) would treat them as savagely if they ever got the 
chance; and, of course, the more people they have mur-
dered, the more their suspicions are justifi ed.

This would apply as much to the apparently civilised 
Saif Gaddafi  as it does to his demented father. He is en-
couraging the regime’s mercenary troops and remain-
ing supporters in acts of extreme violence because he 
knows that should they fail to suppress the opposition 
he, along with his father, is likely to be slaughtered — as-
suming they don’t escape to a foreign bolthole fi rst.

According to one of last weekend’s property supple-
ments, Saif Gaddafi  is off ering his London home (com-
plete with cinema and suede-lined walls) for rent at 
£9,500 a week. Say goodbye to it, Saif. - The Independent

A Libyan stain on
Britain’s reputation

OVER the past few weeks 
we’ve begun to see the new 
contours of American poli-
tics. The budget cutters have 
taken control of the agenda, 
while government’s defend-
ers are waging tactical re-

treats. Given the scope of the fi scal problems, it 
could be like this for the next 10 or 20 years. 

No place is hotter than Wisconsin. The lead-
ers there have done everything possible to max-
imise confl ict. Governor Scott Walker, a Repub-
lican, demanded cuts only from people in the 
other party. The public sector unions and their 
allies immediately fl ew into a rage, comparing 
Walker to Hitler, Mussolini and Mubarak. 

Walker’s critics are amusingly Orwellian. 
They liken the crowd in Madison to the ones in 
Tunisia and claim to be fi ghting for democracy. 
Whatever you might say about Walker, he and 
the Republican majorities in Wisconsin were 
elected, and they are doing exactly what they 
told voters they would do. It’s the Democratic 
minority that is thwarting the majority will by 
fl eeing to Illinois. It’s the left that has suddenly 
embraced extralegal obstructionism. 

Still, let’s try to put aside the hyperventila-
tion. Everybody now seems to agree that Gov-
ernor Walker was right to ask state workers to 
pay more for their benefi ts. Even if he gets eve-
rything he asks for, Wisconsin state workers 
would still be contributing less to their benefi ts 
than the average state worker nationwide and 
would be contributing far, far less than private 
sector workers. 

The more diffi  cult question is whether Walk-
er was right to try to water down Wisconsin’s 
collective bargaining agreements. Even if you 
acknowledge the importance of unions in repre-

senting middle-class interests, there are strong 
arguments on Walker’s side. In Wisconsin and 
elsewhere, state-union relations are structur-
ally out of whack. 

That’s because public sector unions and pri-
vate sector unions are very diff erent creatures. 
Private sector unions push against the interests 
of shareholders and management; public sector 
unions push against the interests of taxpayers. 
Private sector union members know that their 
employers could go out of business, so they have 
an incentive to mitigate their demands; public 
sector union members work for state monopo-
lies and have no such interest. 

Private sector unions confront managers who 
have an incentive to push back against their de-
mands. Public sector unions face managers who 
have an incentive to give into them for the sake 
of their own survival. Most important, public 
sector unions help choose those they negotiate 
with. Through gigantic campaign contributions 
and overall clout, they have enormous infl uence 
over who gets elected to bargain with them, es-
pecially in state and local races. 

As a result of these imbalanced incentive 
structures, states with public sector unions tend 
to run into fi scal crises. They tend to have work-
places where personnel decisions are made on 
the basis of seniority, not merit. There is little 
relationship between excellence and reward, 
which leads to resentment among taxpayers 
who don’t have that luxury. 

Yet I think Governor Walker made a strategic 
error in setting up this confrontation as he did. 
The debt problems before us are huge. Even in 
Wisconsin they cannot be addressed simply 
by taking on the public sector unions. Studies 
done in North Carolina and elsewhere suggest 
that collective bargaining only increases state 

worker salaries by about 5 per cent or 6 per cent. 
That’s not nearly enough to explain current defi -
cits. There are many states without collective 
bargaining that still face gigantic debt crises. 

Getting state and federal budgets under con-
trol will take decades. It will require varied, mul-
ti-pronged approaches, supported by broad and 
shifting coalitions. It’s really important that we 
establish an unwritten austerity constitution: a 
set of practices that will help us cut eff ectively 
now and in the future. 

The foundation of this unwritten constitution 
has to be this principle: make everybody hurt. 
The cuts have to be spread more or less equi-
tably among as many groups as possible. There 
will never be public acceptance if large sectors 
of society are excluded. Governor Walker’s pro-
gramme fails that test. It spares traditional Re-
publican groups (even cops and fi re-fi ghters). 
It is thus as unsustainable as the current tide of 
red ink. 

Moreover, the constitution must emphasise 
transparent evaluation. Over the past weeks, 
Governor Walker increased expenditures to 
pump up small business job creation and cut 
them on teacher benefi ts. That might be the 
right choice, but if voters are going to go along 
with choices such as these, there is going to have 
to be a credible evaluation process to explain 
why some things are cut and some things aren’t. 

So I’d invite Governor Walker and the debt 
fi ghters everywhere to think of themselves as 
founding fathers of austerity. They are not only 
balancing budgets, they are setting precedent 
for a process that will last decades. By their ex-
ample, they have to create habits that diverse 
majorities can respect and embrace. The proc-
ess has to be balanced. It has to make everybody 
hurt.  - The New York Times News Service

F R O M  O U R  A R C H I V E S

Make everybody hurt ...
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Protests demanding sweeping 
political reforms are creating 
unprecedented pressure in 
one of Washington’s most 
strategic allies in the Gulf. 

Major protests

Demands
of protestors

Resignation of Prime 
Minister Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Salman al-Khalifa – 
king’s uncle, in power since 
end of British rule in 1971

Release of political 
prisoners

New constitution 

End to civil rights abuses
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Now for a purposeful JPC

With the central government at long last conceding the demand for 
a probe by a joint parliamentary committee into the irregularities 
in 2G spectrum allocation, no further time should be lost in get-

ting to the bottom of the biggest scam in the history of independent India. 
The task now is to explore what went wrong at the policy level as well as 
in implementation, to fi x responsibility wherever it belongs, and to present 
to parliament and the people the whole truth about how government policy 
relating to a highly lucrative new sector was hijacked by a nexus among cor-
rupt politicians, conniving or pliable offi  cials, and big business. In addition 
to the breakthrough report of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India, 
it can make use of the abundant factual details gathered by the Shivaraj Patil 
committee, which uncovered serious lapses in the procedures followed by 
the Department of Telecommunications in issuance of licences and alloca-
tion of spectrum. - The Hindu

N A N O  E D I T

Doubtless the British 

wooing of Saif Gaddafi 

was based partly on the 

notion that he would be 

a moderating influence 

on his father. While the 

old man was, to put 

it at its very mildest, 

odd, of all his sons 

Saif seemed the most 

westernised and the 

most – well, like us.  He 

had a doctorate from 

the LSE yet delivering 

his chilling address to 

the Libyan people

BOOK ON MINISTRY’S 
ACHIEVEMENTS  
MUSCAT:  The Ministry of 
Justices, Awqaf and Islamic 
Aff airs has published a book on 
the ministry’s achievements 
between 1970 and 1995 to mark 
the Sultanate’s 25th National 
Day celebrations. In a statement 
published in Al Watan, Hamoud 
bin Abdullah Al Harthy, minister 
of justice, awqaf and Islamic 
aff airs, said that the ministry’s 
aim was to serve the Omani citi-
zen and help him play an active 
role in his country’s commu-
nity development programme. 
He noted that the ministry’s 
responsibilities embraced two 
fi elds which were closed linked 
to human life, conduct, values 
and interactive relationships. 
The book reviews each of the 
ministry’s units, departments 
and offi  ces and describes their 
functions and achievements. It 
also contains details of the main 
projects carried out by the mini-
stry within the framework of its 
development plans.

FEBRUARY  

1996
DAVID BROOKS

With fresh violence 
erupting in Libya are the 
days of Muammar Gaddafi  
in power numbered?

Is the Bombay High Court’s 
endorsement of the death 
sentence of Kasab justifi ed 
and historic?

Visit www.timesofoman.com 
to cast your vote

Y E S T E R D A Y ’ S  P O L L  R E S U L TO P I N I O N  P O L L

Taking cruel steps against people voicing their demo-
cratic demands will only exacerbate the spiral of vio-
lence and threaten the country’s (Libya) unity.

Q U O T E  O F  T H E  D A Y

Tayyip Erdogan, Prime Minister, Turkey

Yes
80.0%

No
18.0%

Can’t say
2.0%

DOMINIC LAWSON

As a result of 

imbalanced 

incentive 

structures, 

states with 

public sector 

unions tend to 

run into fiscal 

crises
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Rocket attack kills 
four civilians
ISLAMABAD: Rockets 
aimed by militants at 
an army checkpoint in 
northwestern region hit 
civilian houses yesterday, 
killing two women and two 
children, police said. “Mili-
tants fi red six rockets from 
an undisclosed location in 
the tribal region of Kurram 
targeting an army check-
point of the neighbouring 
town of Hangu, which 
struck civilian houses,” 
local police offi  cial said. In 
addition to the two women 
and two children killed, 
he said seven other people 
were wounded when the 
rockets hit the two houses 
in Targhundai, Peshawar.  

One killed in 
Quetta bomb blast 
ISLAMABAD: A truck 
driver was killed while 
another was injured in a 
bomb blast that took place 
in a roadside hotel in Hazar 
Ganji area, an outskirt of 
Quetta, yesterday. A senior 
police offi  cer said that 
unidentifi ed men planted 
explosives in a washroom 
of the hotel which exploded 
with a big bang killing a 
truck driver while injuring 
the owner of the hotel. 

No more support 
to govt: Nawaz
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
Quaid Mohammad Nawaz 
Sharif has said that the 
PML-N would not support 
the incompetent PPP-led 
government anymore, as 
the party workers have 
also rejected government’s 
behaviour vis-à-vis im-
plementation of PML-N’s 
10-point agenda. 

Extension of 
judges dismissed
ISLAMABAD:  Parlia-
mentary Committee (PC) 
on the appointment of 
judges in higher courts yes-
terday dismissed the exten-
sion of two judges in Sindh 
High Court (SHC), while 
other four judges have been 
granted extension for one 
year. The Judicial Com-
mission of Pakistan (JCP) 
had sent the proposal to 
Parliamentary Committee 
for the service extensions 
of six additional judges in 
SHC. -Arif Ali and Agencies

B R I E F S

COLD STARE: A supporter of Tehreek-e-Insaf holds a placard as she takes part in a protest rally against 
Raymond Davis in Peshawar, yesterday. -Reuters.

Nation is at continued risk 
of disasters, warns UN
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan must 
spend millions of dollars now on 
rebuilding areas devastated by last 
summer’s fl oods to avoid massive 
future loss of life and jobs, a top 
United Nations disaster offi  cial 
said yesterday. 

Catastrophic monsoon rains that 
swept through the country in July 
and August killed thousands, af-
fected 20 million people, destroyed 
1.7 million homes and damaged 5.4 
million acres of arable land, experts 
have said. 

The fl oods hit fi ve years after 
a 7.6-magnitude earthquake in 
northern Pakistan killed more than 
73,000 people and left about 3.5 
million homeless. 

Offi  cials have previously accused 
the much-maligned government 
of failing to properly manage cash 
funds, hampering relief eff orts for 
fl ood victims. 

The country is at continued risk 
of natural and man-made disasters 
and must spend and work now to 
prevent future damage, Margareta 

Wahlstrom, UN Special envoy for 
disaster risk reduction, told jour-
nalists in Islamabad. 

“Pakistan cannot aff ord to risk its 
future and lives of its people by be-
ing ill-prepared,” said Wahlstrom, 
during a fi ve-day visit to Pakistan 

hosted by international aid agency 
Oxfam. Political will is needed to 
halt the disaster spiral, she added. 

The UN said that despite some 
government help, fl ood victims 
were relying mostly on their fami-
lies and communities for help. 

“Ultimately, however, it is gov-
ernment’s responsibility to protect 
its people. Government leadership 
is needed to implement disaster 
risk reduction strategies and the 
role of the international commu-
nity is to support it,” a UN state-
ment said.  Last month the UN said 
the country was still in emergency 
mode six months after the fl oods 
and that $1 billion was still needed 
-- nearly half of a fl ood relief appeal 
launched in September -- mostly to 
help farmers recover. 

The UN put the cost of fl ood 
damage at about one third of the 
government’s budget -- up to $10.85 
billion -- and said $27 million in 
spending on disaster risk reduc-
tion was needed to reduce losses in 
future. -Reuters

W A R N I N G S

Anger over ‘CIA 
links’ of Davis

MUSCAT: New revelations about 
a CIA contractor in custody for 
shooting dead two men heaped 
pressure on the country’s fragile 
government yesterday and exposed 
burning public mistrust of Wash-
ington. 

Offi  cials in Washington cited by 
the US media reports confi rmed 
the account of a Pakistani intel-
ligence offi  cial, who told AFP that 

Raymond Davis, the American be-
ing held in a prison in Lahore city, 
was working undercover for the 
CIA. Washington is pushing hard 
for Pakistan’s authorities to free 
Davis, arguing that he has diplo-
matic immunity and backing his 
claim to have acted in self-defence 
when he shot the men in a busy city 
street nearly four weeks ago. 

The foreign ministry has so far 
refused to defi ne Davis’s diplomatic 
status and a Lahore court last week 
gave the government another three 
weeks to do so. 

The opposition and relatives 
of the dead men said it was time 
for the government to come clean 
with what it knows of Davis and 
to address suspicions that he also 
worked for Xe, a US security fi rm 
formerly known as Blackwater. 

“Davis deserves no pardon... We 
knew from day one that he was 
working for the CIA and Blackwa-
ter,” said Mohammad Waseem, the 
brother of the deceased Moham-
mad Faheem. “People like Davis 
have a role in terrorist activities in 
Pakistan. He should be tried and 
given the death sentence.” 

The New York Times on Monday 
reported that Davis was part of a 
CIA operation tracking extrem-
ists in eastern Pakistan such as 
Lashkar-e-Taiba. 

The newspaper said he “worked 
for years as a CIA contractor, in-
cluding time at Blackwater World-
wide”. It noted that the company 
has long been seen by Pakistanis” 
as symbolising a culture of Ameri-
can gun-slinging overseas”. 

“Whether he is a Blackwater or 
CIA agent the facts should be ex-
posed by the federal government 
because it is their responsibility,” 
said Pervez Rashid, spokesman for 
the opposition-controlled Punjab 
government. 

The Wall Street Journal quoted 
US offi  cials as denying that Davis 
was directly involved in CIA es-
pionage or drone operations, which 
have killed hundreds of alleged 
militants in Pakistan’s northwest 
on the Afghan border. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan insisted 
yesterday that the courts would de-
cide the fate of Davis, even after it 
was revealed he was a CIA contrac-
tor whom Washington says enjoys 
diplomatic immunity.  

“The President has already stat-
ed that the matter is in the court 
and we will wait for the court de-
cision in this case,”  Farhatullah 
Babar, a spokesman for President 
Asif Ali Zardari said. “Regardless 
of whether he now turns out to be 
a CIA employee, the matter will be 
decided by the court.” - Agencies

The opposition and 
relatives of the dead 
men say it was time 
for government to 
come clean with 
what it knows of 
Davis and address 

suspicions that he 

also worked for a 

US security fi rm

Pakistan cannot afford 

to risk its lives of its 

people by being 

ill-prepared

Margareta Wahlstrom
UN Special envoy
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UK vows  to 
end defence 
plan delays 

LONDON: Britain’s Defence Sec-
retary Liam Fox said yesterday 
that lax spending would no longer 
be tolerated at the defence minis-
try and its top programmes would 
be regularly assessed to stop over-
spending and delays. 

Fox also said there would be 

stricter rules for approving defence 
equipment projects, while existing 
projects would be examined to en-
sure they remained aff ordable. 

“The so-called conspiracy of op-
timism, through which the risks 
and costs in new projects are un-
der-estimated, only to fi nd mush-
rooming costs later, needs to end,” 
Fox said in a speech at the Civitas 
thinktank in London.  

Major British defence projects 
have been plagued for years by 
cost overruns and delays while a 
government drive to cut the budg-
et defi cit has squeezed defence 
spending. 

“Future programmes should not 
be included unless there is a clear 
budgetary line for development, 
procurement and deployment. We 
must end the lack of real-time cost 
control with tight budgetary disci-
pline,” Fox said. 

Fox said the Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) needed to “rebalance” its 
relationship with industry to get 
maximum value for money and a 
review looking at changes to con-
tract arrangements would begin in 
the summer. -Reuters

Major British defence 

projects have been 
plagued for years 
by cost overruns 
and delays while a 

government drive to 

cut the budget defi cit 

has squeezed defence 

spending 

‘Insurgents trying 
to rip Russia apart’
MOSCOW: President Dmitry 
Medvedev conjured the spectre 
of decades of strife and hardline 
rule in the Arab world yesterday to 
warn that insurgents were trying 
to rip Russia apart. 

In his fi rst major comments on 
the unrest that has shaken author-
itarian rulers across North Africa 
and the Middle East, Medvedev 
said that some countries could fall 
apart and this could aff ect Russia, 
home to some 20 million Muslims. 

“All that is happening there will 
have a direct impact on our situa-
tion... This is a large, complex prob-
lem which requires serious eff ort 
over a very long time,” Medvedev 
told offi  cials from the national an-

ti-terror committee in Vladikavkaz 
in the restive North Caucasus. 

Growing insurgency
Russia is fi ghting a growing insur-
gency in Caucasus along its south-
ern fl ank, underpinned by two 
separatist wars with Chechnya 
since 1994, where rebels want to 
carve out a separate state. “These 
(Arab) states are not simple and it 
is quite likely that complicated de-
velopments may occur, including 
the rise of fanatics to power -- this 
would mean decades of fl ames and 
the spread of extremism, let’s look 
the truth in the eye,” Medvedev 
said in comments posted on the of-
fi cial site Kremlin.ru. -Reuters

I M P A C T

Chavez fans 
wave meat 
at hunger 
strikers 
CARACAS: Supporters of Ven-
ezuelan President Hugo Chavez 
waved raw meat at hunger-strik-
ers yesterday in mockery of a pro-
test against alleged human rights 
abuses. 

More than 50 students had 
been on hunger-strikes around 
Venezuela. Some said they hoped 
to sow the seed for a movement 
against Chavez like those sweep-
ing the Arab world. Yet with 
Chavez still commanding sup-
port among many Venezuelans, 
analysts say any talk of ending 
the 12-year rule may be wishful 
thinking. -Reuters

M O C K E R Y
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WORLD
‘Darkest day’ claims 65 lives in NZ

CHRISTCHURCH: Rescuers 
searched through the night for sur-
vivors after a powerful quake killed 
at least 65 people in New Zealand’s 
second city Christchurch yesterday, 
crushing buildings and vehicles. 

“We may be witnessing New Zea-
land’s darkest day,” Prime Minister 
John Key said after the 6.3-magni-
tude quake pummelled the city, six 
months after buildings were weak-
ened by a 7.0 quake that miraculous-
ly claimed no victims. 

“This is a community that is ab-
solutely in agony,” Key said, warning 
that the toll was likely to rise. 

New Zealand’s deadliest tremor 
in 80 years struck as streets were 

packed with lunchtime shoppers, 
and turned central Christchurch 
into a rubble-strewn disaster zone 
littered with dazed and bleeding 
residents. 

The city’s cathedral lost its spire 
while the six-storey Canterbury TV 
building was reduced to a smoking 

ruin.  Rescue helicopters plucked 
survivors to safety from the rooftops 
of buildings where staircases had 
collapsed and emergency workers 
used giant cranes to pull offi  ce work-
ers out of ruined buildings. 

Media reports quoted Christch-
urch’s mayor Bob Parker as saying 

that up to 200 people may still be 
trapped inside ruined buildings. 

Among those unaccounted for 
were 11 students and teachers from 
a language school in the Japanese 
city of Toyama, Japan’s Jiji Press 
news agency reported. 

Police drafted in urban search and 

rescue teams in an attempt to locate 
survivors, while Japan, Australia 
and the United States were among 
countries sending rescuers to help. 

Miranda Newbury was on the 
third fl oor of another city building 
when the quake hit, forcing her to 
make her way down through a dark-

ened, crumbling staircase.  “I re-
ally thought my time was up. When 
I fi nally got outside, there was dust 
everywhere -- it looked like a war 
zone,” she said. 

Other churches were partly de-
stroyed in the tremor and the local 
newspaper’s offi  ces were badly hit. 
Reports said survivors there were 
frantically texting relatives as they 
took shelter under their desks. 

Devastated
“The centre of the city bore the 
brunt (in September) but nothing 
like this time, where it’s been abso-
lutely devastated,” Key said, adding 
that the air force was mobilising 
Hercules transporter planes for the 
relief eff ort. 

“What was a vibrant city a few 
hours ago now has been brought to 
its knees.”  Local station TV3 said 
dead bodies had been pulled from 
a hostel and a bookshop, and that 
a tourist was crushed to death in a 
van. All fl ights in the country were 
briefl y suspended after a Christch-
urch control tower was damaged. 

Power was cut to thousands of 
residents, mobile phone networks 
were disrupted and road and rail 
transport was badly hit. 

Water mains also burst, unleash-
ing a torrent of water that joined 
with heavy rains to inundate the 
suburb of Bexley.  

Video footage showed a landslide 
crushing a small building. Several 
strong aftershocks pummelled the 
stricken city.  – AFP

7.0 magnitude quake 

struck at lunchtime, 

when streets and 

shops thronged with 

people and offi  ces 

were still occupied. It 
was New Zealand’s 
most deadly natural 
disaster in 80 years

China dodges questions on 
Middle East-style unrest
BEIJING: China yesterday dodged 
questions about a weekend clamp-
down that saw a security show of 
force and detentions in response 
to a web campaign for Middle East-
style protests, instead insisting sta-
bility was key. 

China yesterday expressed con-
cern about unrest in Libya but held 
back from joining other nations in 
condemning Libyan leader Muam-
mar Gaddafi  for the bloody unrest 
in the oil-exporting nation.

“China is extremely concerned 
about the developments in Libya 
and hopes Libya will quickly re-
store social stability and normal-
ity,” Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Ma Zhaoxu said. 

Ma refused direct comment 
when asked at a regular briefi ng 
about the weekend call for a “Jas-
mine Revolution” and the dozens 
of activists who have been detained 
or have disappeared in recent days. 

He instead highlighted the “com-

mon will of the Chinese people to 
focus on construction and develop-
ment”. 

“It is the common aspiration of 
the Chinese people to promote so-
cial and political stability, promote 
social harmony and safeguard the 
livelihoods of the people,” Ma said. 

“No force can sway our resolve.” 
A domino eff ect of political up-

heaval that began in Tunisia has 
spread across the Middle East and 
North Africa, toppling presidents 
in Tunisia and Egypt. 

China has heavily censored or 
blocked media reports and Inter-
net searches about the unrest, and 
comments from offi  cials and state 
media hint at growing offi  cial con-
cern about the possibility of wide-
spread unrest in China. 

On Sunday, only a handful of pro-
testers turned out amid a heavy se-
curity presence in Beijing, Shang-
hai, Guangzhou and other cities. 

That same day, the country’s 
powerful security czar, Zhou Yong-
kang, said authorities needed to 
“make eff orts to nip in the bud so-
cial contradictions and disputes” 
and work to improve the “healthy 
development” of the Internet. 

China has a huge Internet cen-
sorship system that blocks content 
deemed objectionable by the ruling 
Communist Party.   – Agencies

C L A M P D O W N

Six killed during 
attempt to rescue 
US hostages  
MOGADISHU: Four 
Americans and two Somali 
pirates were killed yester-
day during an attempt to 
free the US hostages from 
their yacht seized on the In-
dian Ocean, the US military 
said. US forces, which have 
been closely monitoring 
the S/V Quest since it was 
known to be pirated three 
days ago, approached the 
vessel after hearing gunfi re, 
the US Central Command 
said. After boarding the 
yacht, “the forces discov-
ered all four hostages had 
been shot by their captors. 

Australian ship 
had ‘predatory’ 
sex culture
SYDNEY: A report re-
leased yesterday found that 
a “predatory” sex culture 
existed among Australian 
sailors on the naval supply 
ship HMAS Success in 
which misconduct was 
covered by silence and fear. 
The report by retired judge 
Roger Gyles said it was not 
possible to confi rm media 
reports that a sex ledger 
existed which placed dollar 
values on the sexual con-
quest of designated female 
sailors. But he said, “there 
was evidence of predatory 
sexual behaviour” among 
the crew. “The existence of 
competitions to have sex 
with nominated females, 
as organised in the engine 
room, had been part of the 
folklore on Success.”–Agencies 

B R I E F S

Parents more likely to 
allow sons to return 
home than daughters
LONDON: Parents are three times 
more likely to allow their adult 
sons to return to the family home 
than daughters, revealed a survey 
published this week. 

The “Flying the Nest” study 
showed that returning sons or 
“boomerang boys” are considered 
more obliging house guests than 
their sisters and that they easily 
wrap their mothers around their 
little fi ngers. 

Sons are more likely to pay rent, 
lend a hand with the housework 
and accept parental advice on 
careers and love, compared with 
daughters who are regarded as la-
zier and less likely to contribute 
to the household, the survey dis-
covered. 

More than half the mothers in-
terviewed for the study were glad 
their sons had returned home, and 
only 18 per cent acknowledged 
their boys had overstayed their 
welcome. 

The survey showed that 58 per 
cent of mums admitted spoiling 
their sons, but only 35 per cent 
gave their daughters the same 
treatment. 

Mums are more inclined to cook 
dinner for their sons, wash and 
iron their clothes and provide a 
taxi service. Sons also tend to be 
more frequent recipients of cash 
handouts. 

Four out of 10 parents admit-
ted doling out money to their sons, 
averaging 624.18 pounds during a 

stay. However, although boys re-
quest cash more frequently, girls 
borrow more in total, averaging at 
about 689.61 pounds. 

“It’s not surprising how much 
boys seem to get away with com-
pared to girls when it comes to 
their parents,” psychiatrist Avie 
Luthra said in a statement with the 
survey’s results. 

The survey of 3,000 people over 
the age of 18 who are living at 
home and 1,500 parents hosting 
adult off spring was commissioned 
by Twentieth Century Fox Home 
Entertainment to mark the DVD 
release of the fi lm Cyrus. 

Despite the apparent willing-
ness of mums to coddle their sons, 
the survey also revealed that par-
ents were concerned about them 
becoming too dependent and never 
moving out again. – Reuters

S M O T H E R  L O V E

IN A SHAMBLES: Rescue workers search for survivors at the collapsed CTV building that housed the King’s Education School in Madras Street 
in Christchurch, yesterday.– Reuters
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Oman Basketball Association 
(OBA) signed a one-year 
sponsorship deal with Samsung 
at the Grand Hyatt Hotel 
yesterday   > A12

BASKETBALL DEAL

Oman all set to 
play Tajikistan 

Times News Service

MUSCAT: Oman is all set to play 
Tajikistan for the 2012 London Ol-
ympic Games qualifi ers at the Seeb 
Sports Stadium today. 

Around 12 national team play-
ers are in this Olympic squad but 
coach Hamad Al Azzani does not 
want to take chances against a lit-
tle-known Central Asian side. “We 
have to be really cautious even if we 
have some of the best players from 
the national team,” warned Azzani 
during a press conference at the 
Seeb Sports Stadium yesterday. 

“We want to make the best out 
of these home matches because the 
wind will blow in our favour,” said 
Azzani. Tajikistan will host the re-
turn leg of the fi rst round qualifi ers 
on March 9.

Azzani who had earlier assist-
ed former Oman national coach 
Claude Le Roy, said he is upbeat 
about the new assignment. 

“I am delighted in coaching these 
youngsters because you got to 
spread the message to the young-

sters about the game a lot and I am 
more than happy to do that in this 
capacity,” Azzani said. “You know 
young players in Oman are the fu-
ture of this game but we have to 
nurture them carefully,” he said. 

Speaking about the preparations 
for the qualifi ers, Azzani admitted 
he was short of time. 

“I have had a very short time to 
prepare the boys for the qualifi ers,” 
he said.  

High spirits
“The players are very much aware 
of their responsibilities and at the 
same time they are confi dent ahead 
of the match. The spirit is very 
much high,” he pointed out. 

“Our boys haven’t had much 
practice, but they played four 
games,” Azzani said. 

Oman played a warm-up in Qa-
tar while they had a training camp 
in Turkey. “We have no idea about 
their football because they are a 
little-known side” he admitted. 

“However, we will play at our best 
and that is what we are told to do,” 
he added. Speaking to reporters 
about his team’s chances ahead of 
the clash today, Tajikistan coach 
Nazarof revealed that he did not 
study Oman football much. 

“We have no idea about their 
game but we are sure of playing 
against them confi dently.  Football 
is all about tactics and you need not 
generally study your opposition. 
If you can play according to your 
strategies, you can beat any team, 
however, superior that side is,” he 
noted.  

Tajikistan is already without the 
services of their key players who 
have learnt to be recuperating from 
injuries back home. “We have few 
players who cwan stand up to their 
boots so let see what happens,” he 
added. 

The winner of the double leg 
encounter between Oman and 
Tajikistan will advance to the sec-
ond round of the qualifi ers.

As part of the London 

Olympics 2012 

qualifi ers, Sultanate 
will face Tajikistan 
today at the Seeb 

Sports Stadium

WE ARE READY: Oman Olympic team coach Hamad Al Azzani and 
skipper Mansoor Al Naimi. – Times Photo / Talib Al Wahaibi

Djokovic makes fi ne start
DUBAI: Australian Open cham-
pion Novak Djokovic began his bid 
for a third successive Dubai title 
with a comfortable 6-3 6-3 win over 
France’s Michael Llodra yesterday.

Back on court for the fi rst time 
since he thrashed Andy Murray in 
Melbourne three weeks ago, the 
second seeded Serbian was barely 
troubled by an opponent who beat 
him on their previous meeting at the 
Paris Masters in November. Choos-

ing to serve and volley at every op-
portunity, Llodra provided an easy 
target for Djokovic to pass, and he 
also missed a number of balls at the 
net. 

After holding a break point in the 
opening game he broke to lead 3-2 
when Llodra made a backhand error, 
and he closed out the set with a sec-
ond break at 5-3. “I didn’t know how 
I’m going to start after three weeks 
of not playing an offi  cial match,” 

Djokovic told reporters. Seventh 
seeded Cypriot Marcos Baghdatis 
lasted only 23 minutes against Ka-
zak Andrey Golubev, losing the fi rst 
four games before retiring with ill-
ness, and Serbian sixth seed Troicki 
was beaten 6-1 7-6 by Kohlschreiber 
of Germany. Nikolay Davydenko has 
been struggling of late, but the Rus-
sian took just 57 minutes to over-
whelm Guillermo Garcia-Lopez of 
Spain 6-2 6-0. - Reuters

D U B A I  O P E N

2 3 ,  2 0 1 1
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SPORTS
Samsung backs 
Oman basketball

NISHAD ANWAR
nishad@timesofoman.com 

MUSCAT: Oman Basketball As-
sociation (OBA) which is going 
through fi nancial diffi  culties got 
a sigh of relief after international 
electronics giant Samsung signed 
a one-year sponsorship contract 
with OBA for the upcoming Bas-
ketball League at the Grand Hyatt 
Hotel yesterday. 

Samsung will be the title sponsor 
for the League. While the sponsor-
ship is fi rst of its kind in the history 
of the association, Habib Macki, 
chairman of OBA said more doors 
will open in the coming years so 
that the sport will become popular 
among the Omani youngsters. 

“The fi rst door is opened,” said 
Macki speaking to reporters af-
ter signing the deal with Samsung 
Gulf Electronics President Young 
Soo Kim. 

“And this deal will help us in 
solving certain problems but I am 
sure in the coming years we will 
have more options to clear our 
problems,” he said.

When asked how he tried to rope 
in a giant like Samsung, Habib 
Macki who is fresh from success-
fully guiding the Sultanate in host-
ing the 2nd Asian Beach Games in 
Musannah where the South Korean 
giant was the main sponsor said to 

popularise a game like basketball, 
there needs to be a major supporter 
in the country. 

“You need a bigger support when 
it comes to this game and we tried 
to contact some of the top local 
corporate companies but in vain,” 
Macki revealed. 

“We have been keeping a good 
rapport with Samsung for the last 
couple of years so when we con-
tacted them they didn’t have any 
second thoughts,” said Macki. 

Apart from the Asian 
Beach Games, Samsung 
had previously sponsored the Ol-
ympic Torch Relay Event in 2008 
while they were also the sponsors 
of the just concluded Asian Cup 
football in Qatar. 

This involvement and contribu-
tion from Samsung, Macki said 
would successfully impact the bas-
ketball league this year and bring 
more support to the region. 

“Certainly this is a giant leap for 
us and it is a lesson for other sport-
ing associations as well. Once you 
get start with it I am sure the others 
will follow,” he said. 

“We are proud to continue our 

commitment to sports in Oman and 
this sponsorship is another step 
forward in our eff orts to support 
sports in the region,” said Young 
Soo Kim speaking at the signing 
ceremony. 

The Samsung Basketball League 
will have six teams this year. Al-
though the preliminaries to the 
League have already started early 
this month, it is expected to con-
clude on March 16. 

The golden quadruple matches 
will begin from March 21. 

There will be 33 matches played 
in the league (15 preliminaries 
and 18 golden quadruple) at the 
Sultan Qaboos Sports Complex in 
Baushar. 

Meanwhile, Macki informed 
OBA’s plans to organise a tourna-
ment for the expatriate teams titled 
‘Spirit of Nation 2011’ on May.

 “This is just a beginning and we 
will have some more plans in the 
coming months. When I we started 
the Asian Beach Games, I told these 
people to wait till we fi nish that. 
It’s my duty to take basketball to a 
diff erent level and I am just doing 
that,” Macki added.  

Samsung to be 

title sponsor 

for Basketball 
League; OBA has 
plans to organise  
tournament for 

expatriate teams

Tennis ball cricket 
tourney on Friday
MUSCAT: Bazme Falah Kokan 
sponsored Tennis Ball Cricket tour-
nament will be held on Friday at the 
Sidab Hockey ground, according to 
the organisers. 

“This is a tournament with a dif-
ference and you have to be there 
to witness that,” said an organiser 
soon after the draw that was held 
at the Bombay Sweet and Bakery in 
Makah Center. 

Oasis Darsait XI, Al Sada United, 
ISC Bhojpuri Wing, Kokan Express, 
Strike Force and Suhail Bahwan 
Automotive Group are in Group 
A while United XI, Knight Riders, 

MHD XI, Rajasthan XI, Janjeera XI 
and OTE Service Ghala is in Group 
B. Mohammed Irshad, Mujhaid 
Surve, Muzaff ar and Ahmed Logde 
are the organisers of the event. 
The match is expected to start at 
6:30am.  

The supporting sponsor for 
the tournament are Moosa Abdul 
Rahman Hassan, Dhofar Insur-
ance Company, Nassar Khamis,  
Al Hashar, Abeer Co LLC, OTE 
Ghala, Sea Shell Restaurant, Bom-
bay Sweet and Baker and Zukait 
Auto. For more information contact 
98936632/98782131/99567272.

C R I C K E T

ROYAL CAVALRY’S DURAR WINS GOLD
Royal Cavalry’s Durar won the gold medal in the seven year and above category in the Qatar 
International Arabian Horse Beauty Championship. Meanwhile, Royal Cavalry’s horses con-
tinued their winning form after stallion Abar won the third position in the four and three years 
category. 

NEW STEP: Habib Macki and Young Soo Kim signing the sponsor-
ship agreement yesterday. – Times Photo / Jun Estrada

Sixth race at 
Al Felaij track

MUSCAT: The Royal Horse Racing 
Club of Royal Court Aff airs will or-
ganize the sixth race of the current 
racing season at Al Felaij Camels 
and Horse Racetrack in the Wilayat 
of Barka today.
According to a press note, the event 
under the auspices of Dr. Talib bin 
Hilal Al Hosni, general secretary of 
Diwan of Royal Court. 

This race is likely to witness hard 
competition from some of the best 
known jockeys and horses in the 
country. 

H O R S E  R A C E

CHIEF GUEST: Talib Al Hosni. 
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Husain, son to partner 
in calligraphy show

MRUDU NAIK
mrudu@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT:  A two-day exhibition of 
world renowned artist M. F. Husain’s 
latest paintings on calligraphy will be 
held at the Indian embassy lawns in 
Muscat on March 11 and March 12.

The exhibition ‘Between Two 
Lines’ will also feature his son, Ow-
ais Husain, who is a painter and a 
multimedia artist with a growing re-
pute of his own. 

Twelve of Owais Husain’s crea-
tions will be showcased. 

Announcing the event at a press 

conference, Ambassador Anil Wad-
hwa said, “It is going to be a unique 
show and the Indian embassy is 
happy to host it in conjunction with 
Omani Society for Fine Arts.”

This ‘by invitation’ only exclusive 
event is brought together by UAE- 
based Blue Mosaic, Trinity Invest-
ment Partners and NPA Events.

Thanking the organisers Maryam 
Al Zadjali, director, Omani Society 
for Fine Arts said, “It is an honour for 
Omani artists to get an opportunity 
to interact with an artist of M. F. 
Husain’s repute.”

Owais Husain, along with Sunitha 
Menon, who has fl oated Blue Mosaic, 
a company that will promote art said, 
“Culture is the bloodline of nation-
hood. There is an extremely pound-
ing bloodline we are trying to tap.”

Mahesh Verma of Trinity Invest-
ment Partners said, “It is a privilege 
to host the father-son duo. We are 
sure that it will be a grand success.”

Ashok Suvarna, executive direc-
tor, NPA Events said, “Hosting them 
will be a great honour. As an event 
management company it will be an-
other feather in our cap after having 

hosted the Rembrandt event.”
Besides the exhibition of these 24 

personally signed paintings by the 
father-son duo, M. F. Husain would 
also perform a ‘live painting’ dem-
onstration in front of a select group 
of art afi cionados. “This painting will 
subsequently be auctioned and part 
of the proceeds from the auction will 
be donated towards the new building 
of the Indian School in Jalan,” Anil 
Wadhwa informed.

A  forum ‘On Calligraphy and More: 
The Line Written, Once Drawn’, an 
engaging panel discussion with the 
participants comprising erudite au-
thorities on the subject, will also be 
held as part of the two-day event. 

The participants include M. F. Hu-
sain, Dr Ahmed Moustafa,  London-
based Egyptian calligraphy artist and 
scholar, Farbod Dowlatshahi, patron 
and art collector, Rashad Moham-
med Bhukhash, director of Archi-
tectural Heritage, Dubai Municipal-
ity, UAE, Benedict Carter, specialist, 
Islamic art, Sotheby’s Art Auction 
House and Maryam Al Zadjali.

This panel discussion will be fol-
lowed by a workshop conducted by 
M. F. Husain and Dr Ahmed Mous-
tafa for students and the local Om-
ani artists at the Omani Society for 
Fine Arts. 

The lucky students who will be 
participating in this interactive 
workshop will be selected by Mar-
yam Al Zadjali.

Besides the exhibition 

of 24 personally-

signed paintings 

by the father-son 

duo, M. F. Husain 
would also perform 
a ‘live painting’ 
demonstration

ART DATE: Owais Husain, centre, and other dignitaries at the press 
conference to announce the exhibition. – Shameer Mohammed/TIMES OF OMAN

OMAN-PAK TIES

1Pakistan and the Sultanate 
have agreed to extend 
cooperation  in science,  

technology, oceanography and  
human resources. This was 
decided in a meeting between 
Pakistan’s minister for Science 
and Technology Mir Changez 
Khan Jamali and Ambassador of 
the Sultanate Mohammed Said 
Al Rawati, in Islamabad. >B2

ESO RESEARCH

2The Environment Society 
of Oman (ESO) has 
completed its fi rst year 

of research which ensures the 
sustainability of frankincense 
trees. The research would be 
complete by 2014. The fi rst 
phase of the project is supported 
by HSBC. ESO is also studying 
the potential impact of climate 
change on the growth. >B2

BIDRI ARTWARE

3Walk into the stand-
alone stall of S.R.A. 
Quadri and you would 

stumble upon some of the 
fi nely-crafted Bidriwares 
that are neatly displayed on 
the table. From small boxes 
and mirrors to well-designed 
vases and attractive bangles, 
Quadri’s counter showcases 
the everlasting appeal of 
black artefacts. >B3

T H R E E  N O T  T O  M I S S 

New regulation 
to hike penalty
against begging
FAHAD AL MUKRASHI
fahad@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT: The Ministry of So-
cial Development, in coopera-
tion with the begging combating 
team, is planning to introduce 
new regulations that will heavily 
penalise those caught begging.

The recent Royal Decree 
(4\2011) has allocated one full 
chapter in the Oman Penal Law 
to this issue and also proposed 
increasing penalty against beg-
ging. The penalty includes im-
prisonment for not less than two 
months and up to one year, along 
with a fi ne of RO50 to RO100.  
Immediate action will be taken 
against persons found begging in 
public places, streets, shops and 
other places, the order said. 

Incidentally, until now Article 
312 of the law did not consider 
begging as a criminal act but the 
beggar was put behind bars for 
only 48 hours and fi ned RO5. 

Several groups of offi  cials will 
carry out checks within the Mus-
cat Governorate and other wilayats 
during mornings and evenings.

If an Omani is caught begging, 
the case will be referred to the 
Public Prosecution. If the Public 
Prosecution fi nds that the person 
is in genuine need for help, the 

Social Department will re-exam-
ine his/her fi nancial and health 
status and try to provide help. 

If an expatriate is caught beg-
ging, the case will be referred to 
the Public Prosecution for legal 
action. He will also be deported 
to his country of origin.

The team for combating beg-
ging has urged all residents and 
citizens to fi ght the menace of 
begging by calling 24794949, 
99833055, and 99873334 or in-
form the Royal Oman Police and 
the Directorates General for 
Social Development throughout 
the Sultanate’s governorates 
and regions.

L E G A L  A C T I O N

PUNISHMENT
 Beggars would face 

upto one year prison 
term and a fi ne of 
RO50 to RO100

 If an expatriate is 
caught begging, he 
will be deported to 
his country of origin 
after legal action 
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P R A Y E R  T I M I N G S

Dhuhr 12.25pm
Asr 3.44pm
Maghrib 6.11pm
Isha 7.22pm
Tomorrow          
Fajr  5.19am

LONG WAIT
Boys at a camel show (Rakdh Al Ardha) at Al Falaij Camel Race Track in the Wilayat of Barka, yesterday. — ONA

Pakistan, Oman to extend 
cooperation in science 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and the 
Sultanate have agreed to extend 
cooperation between the two coun-
tries in the fi elds of science and 
technology, oceanography and en-
hancement of human resources 
development, which would help to 

strengthen trade relations between 
the two countries.

This was decided in a meeting 
between Pakistan’s Federal Minis-
ter for Science and Technology Mir 
Changez Khan Jamali and Ambas-
sador of the Sultanate Mohammed 
Said Al Rawati, who called on the 
minister.

Both leaders discussed bilateral 
and trade relations between the two 
countries, specifi cally in the fi eld of 
science and technology. 

Both sides agreed to exchange in-

formation on science and technol-
ogy organisations in the respective 
countries for identifi cation of areas 
of cooperation.

It has been included as agenda 
item at the forum of Pak-Oman Joint 
Ministerial Commission (JMC) be-
ing coordinated by Economic Aff airs 
Division of Pakistan, the main focus 
of which is economic and trade rela-
tions between the two countries.

Both the countries are also in 
close cooperation in the fi eld of sci-
ence and technology at the forum 

of Comstech. 
A proposal of a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) on coopera-
tion in the fi elds of standardisation 
and quality assessments between 
Pakistan Standard Quality Control 
Authority and Directorate General 
for Specifi cation and Measurement 
of Oman also came under discus-
sion in the meeting which was ear-
lier discussed and exchanged at the 
forum of JMC in March 2010.

The draft was under process 
for completion of respective codal 
formalities before signing, which 
would further expand the bilateral 
and trade relations between the two 
countries.

Pakistan also off ered Oman for 
enhancement of human resource 
development for placing its stu-
dents for studies at National Uni-
versity of Science & Technology and 
Comsats Institute of Information 
Technology.  

The two sides also agreed to under-
take joint studies on oceanography in 
future. - Internews

The two countries 

will cooperate in 

the fi elds of science 
and technology, 
oceanography and 
enhancement of 
human resources 
development

FOSTERING TIES
 Both sides agreed to exchange information on 

science and technology organisations in the 
respective countries for identifi cation of areas of 
cooperation

 The two sides also agreed to undertake joint studies 
on oceanography in future

ESO completes fi rst phase  
of frankincense research 
Times News Service

MUSCAT: Environment Society 
of Oman (ESO) has completed its 
fi rst year of research which ensures 
the sustainability of frankincense 
trees. It hopes to have concrete re-
search fi ndings by 2014.

The fi rst phase of the four-year 
research project is supported by 
HSBC Oman. 

Thanking HSBC Oman for their 
support, Lamees Daar, executive di-
rector of ESO, said: There has been 
close monitoring of the growth pat-
tern of frankincense in the past few 
years and researchers noticed that 
the cutting of the trees to collect 
frankincense has been harsh often 
leading to the degeneration of the 
tree beyond repair.

ESO’s research aims at deter-
mining the right frequency of cut-
ting to retrieve a good yield with-

out harming the trees and for this 
information to be disseminated to 
the farmers, the relevant authori-
ties and the local communities.

In addition, ESO is studying 
the potential impacts of climate 
change on the growth pattern of 
frankincense trees. Comment-
ing on the bank’s partnership with 
ESO in promoting environmental 

awareness, Ewan Stirling, HSBC 
Oman CEO, said: “Environmental 
conservation and protection are 
fundamental pillars of our heritage 
and business. We believe that the 
key to protecting the environment 
requires collective action involving 
governments, non-profi t organisa-
tions, the public and the business 
community.”

E N S U R I N G  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

Ministry 
opens new 
health centre 
in Mudhaibi 
MUSCAT: The Health Ministry 
opened Al Ayoon Health Centre in 
the Wilayat of Al Mudhaibi under 
the auspices of Sheikh Meadhad bin 
Mohammed Al Yaqoobi, wali of Al 
Mudhaibi, yesterday. 

The centre was built at a cost of 
RO950,000.  

During the inaugural speech, the 
wali said that the Al Ayoon Health 
Centre will be a blessing for the peo-
ple in the Wilayat of Al Mudhaibi.

The centre includes outpatient 
clinics, special child, dental and  
chronic diseases units. An advanced 
diagnostic laboratory is also set up 
in the new health centre. The centre 
can meet the needs of 70 patients 
per day. The centre will serve the 
villages of Barzaman, Bu Eid, Al 
Musala, Al Haweed, Al Qawe'aa and 
Bu Saleeb. - ONA

H E A L T H  C A R E

Finance Ministry okays 
seven agreements
MUSCAT: The Finance Ministry okayed seven agreements 
worth RO122,016,000 for service and development projects 
implemented by the Sultanate’s government at the diff erent 
sectors. The agreements include, the Jibreen-Ibri dual carriage-
way project (RO35,297,000) with 790-day implementation pe-
riod, construction of warehouses for the Public Authority for 
Electricity and Water in Southern Al Ma’abela (RO1,682,000) 
with 330-days implementation period, the expansion of the wa-
ter desalination plant in Lima area in Musandam Governorate 
(RO803,000) with 13-month implementation period, provision 
of the consultancy services for the construction of Sinaw new 
hospital (RO530,000), design and construction of the aerial 
control at Muscat International Airport, as well as, a number of 
other buildings (RO56,577,000) with 1,539-day implementation 
period, the construction of a civil aviation building in Muscat 
International Airport (RO25,728,000) with 751-day implemen-
tation period and the construction of a sanitary drainage water 
treatment plant in the Wilayat of A’ Duqum (RO1,399,000) with 
425-day implementation period.

16th Muscat International 
Book Fair opens at OIEC
MUSCAT: Sayyid Saud bin Ibrahim Al Busaidi, interior minis-
ter, patronised over the opening ceremony of the 16th Muscat 
International Book Fair at Oman International Exhibition Cen-
tre (OIEC), yesterday. At the opening ceremony Sayyid Al Busai-
di launched the book Jami’e abi al hassan al bisaiwi, published 
by the Heritage and Culture Ministry.  The minister said that 
the book fair is a starting point of the cultural season in the Sul-
tanate. In all, 500 publishing houses from 30 Arab and foreign 
countries are participating in the 10-day fair. He added that this 
cultural event is a golden opportunity for knowledge lovers, edu-
cated people and students to know the latest trends in literature. 
On the sidelines of the fair, seven cultural events will also be or-
ganised. The fair will be open for visitors from 10am to 10 pm. 

‘Students in quake-hit 
New Zealand city safe’ 
MUSCAT: The Honorary Consul of the Sultanate to New Zea-
land said that Omani students in the earthquake-hit New Zea-
land city are safe. No casualties have so far been reported he said. 
At least 65 people have been killed after a powerful 6.3 magnitude 
earthquake struck Christchurch city in South Island. According 
to unconfi rmed reports, still 100 people are missing and believed 
buried. Christchurch has many historic stone buildings, and is 
popular with English-language students and also with tourists 
as a springboard for tours of the scenic South Island.

Funds allocated for seven 
new fi sheries ports 
MUSCAT: Sheikh Mohammed bin Ali Al Qatabi, fi sheries minis-
ter, said that the ministry has initiated fresh plans to increase and 
protect the fi sheries wealth of the Sultanate. Sheikh Al Qatabi 
said that the government has allocated subsidies of RO128 mil-
lion in the Eighth Five-Year Plan (2011-2015) to establish seven 
new fi sheries ports in Mahout, Al Musna’h, Rakhyut, Sadah, 
Barka, Al Showimiyah and A’Duqum. “Approval for the project of 
developing the delivery locations across the coastal sites, in addi-
tion to promoting the existing ports in Diba, Quriyat, Al Ashkha-
rah, Masirah, Dhalkut, Mirbat and Lima has been done,” he added. 
Sheikh Al Qatabi said that a programme was designed for quality 
control, decreasing the loss ratio, developing the current fi shing 
fl eet and establishing coastal fi shing fl eet through fi shermen and 
the private sector, adding that the decision of fi shing ban in the 
deep cliff  for the deep-water fi sh will be activated at the middle 
of May this year.

‘Internet should be used 
for educational purposes’ 
MUSCAT: Ministry of Social Development represented by 
the Development and Family Consolidation Department in 
the Directorate General of  Family Development in coop-
eration with Sultan Qaboos University yesterday organised a 
workshop under the theme “Positive Utilisation of Internet”.      
The workshop was held under the auspices of Shakour bint Mo-
hammed Al Ghamariyah, State Council Member, in the pres-
ence of Yahya bin Badr Al Ma'awali, undersecretary of the Social 
Development Ministry. Al Ma'awali stressed that the Internet 
is considered one of the main sources of information for all cat-
egories of society. It also becomes one of educational sources for 
youth so it becomes a matter of urgency to utilise this service in 
the education process, spread of values and social behaviours in 
order to enable this technology to have positive contribution. -ONA

B R I E F S

Frankincense fl owers.
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Bidriware attracts all at festival

SWATI DASGUPTA
swati@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT: If it’s black and beauti-
ful, it must be Bidri. This ancient 
art, that’s popularly known as Bid-
riware, originated in Bidar area of 
Karnataka, India, and has been at-

tracting several onlookers at the 
International Heritage Village at 
Qurum Natural Park.

Walk into the stand-alone stall of 
S. R. A. Quadri and you would stum-
ble upon some of the fi nely-crafted 

Bidriwares that are neatly displayed 
on the table. From small boxes and 
mirrors to well-designed vases and 
attractive bangles, Quadri’s counter 
showcases the everlasting appeal of 
black artefacts. 

While talking to Quadri you fi gure 
out that it has been a long journey 
for this master craftsman whose 
love for this art is so immense that 
our slightest inclination to know 
about his art brings a big smile on 

his overworked face.
“I was delighted on being invited 

to attend this festival, said Quadri, 
who has received several awards 
in India.

“This is not my fi rst foreign visit,” 
said Quadri, who has also been to 
places like Bahrain, Boston, Singa-
pore, Spain and Rome to hold a live 
demonstration of Bidri work.

Proud to represent his country 
at the festival, Quadri, who runs his 
own workshop, Novel Bidri Craft in 
Karnataka, said that Bidriware is his 
family tradition.

Elucidating on this craft, Quadri, 
who was quite upbeat at the re-
sponse he got during the festival, 
said that Bidri art is unique in its 
own right.

“Rulers in India were great pa-
trons of this art. The basic material 
of Bidriware is an alloy of zinc and 
copper,” said the artisan.

Cast separately
Talking about the artware, he said 
that each Bidri piece is cast separately 
from ordinary soil that is made malle-
able with castor oil and resin. 

Later, a mould is formed and the 
molten metal alloy is then poured 
into it. Since the surface of the 
newly cast piece is rough, it is made 
smooth with fi les and scrapers.

“To get the black coating for 
the artist to engrave the design, 
copper sulphate is rubbed on it,” 

added Quadri.
The designs are made by hand 

with a sharp metal stylus and later 
silver wires are hammered in the 
form of fi ne wire.

“The pieces are treated with 
chemicals and special soil to obtain 
the black colour,” he said.

Silver designs
Later, another chemical treatment 
is also given so that the silver de-
signs stand out against the black.

Keeping in mind the hard labour 
that goes into making each piece of 
this craft, Quadri raises a serious 
concern on the problems that Bidri 
artisans face while being associated 
with this traditional Indian art.

“The price of silver, copper and 
bronze have increased considerably.  
Also there are problems in getting 
the special soil, making the whole 
process a bit more diffi  cult for the 
artisans,” informed Quadri.

One must note that the soil used 
for this is not an ordinary one. It is 
taken from underneath of old build-
ings which have not been exposed to 
rain and sunlight.

But despite all the hindrances 
Quadri remains so  passionate about 
this art that he has no qualms in ad-
mitting that nothing satisfi es him 
more than hitting metals with chisel 
and hammer. Certainly, this man of 
immense dedication and invincible 
spirit deserves our salute!

Quadri, who is upbeat 

at the response he has 

got during the festival, 

said that Bidri art 

is unique in its own 

right. ‘Rulers in India 
were great patrons 
of this art. The basic 
material of Bidriware 
is an alloy of zinc 
and copper,’ informed 
the artisan

ART DELIGHT: The stall of S. R. A. Quadri has some of the best fi nely-crafted Bidriware artefacts created in 
the Bidar region of Karnataka, India. – A. R. Rajkumar/TIMES OF OMAN

Racing heats 
up as stadium 
sailing starts
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The third day at the Ex-
treme Sailing Series witnessed a 
tussle between the top eight of the 
eleven boats. The Wave, Muscat 
maintained their place on the po-
dium and within striking distance 
of the leading French team, Groupe 
Edmond de Rothschild  in front of 
thousands of spectators yesterday. 

The day saw a shift to the ‘sta-
dium style’ racing which provided 
an extra challenge for the boats, who 
had to manoeuvre within the con-
fi nes of the tight race courses. With 
two days of racing left, the pressure 
is building. 

Khamis Al Anbouri, bowman on 
The Wave, Muscat commented, 
“Tomorrow is important for us, the 
points are really close, and with two 
days left to play it could all change. 
You can’t guess now who will be on 
the podium, a lot of teams are really 
strong, but we will continue to work 
hard, sail well and aim to stay on the 
podium at the end of the event.”

It was also the fi rst public day of 
the event, and the crowds fl ocked to 
the race village to watch the stadium 
style racing, close to the shore. With 
six races lasting less than 15 min-
utes each, spectators were treated 
to a real show, with the dramatic 
fi nish of each race metres from the 
shore making for some spectacular 
viewing.

 Nasser Al Mashari, bowman on 
board Oman Air, spoke about how 
it feels to compete in front of his 
home crowd. “It is great to see all the 
public here supporting us from the 
shore. It makes both me and Khamis 
want to perform well for them — 
seeing the crowds and families and 
hearing them cheer for us from the 
water makes me so proud.”

A host of exhibitors in the public 
village, including the offi  cial event 
charity ‘The Environmental Soci-
ety of Oman’ kept the crowds en-
tertained between races. ‘The Envi-
ronmental Society of Oman’ aims to 
educate people about conservation 
and raise environmental awareness. 
Lamees Daar, executive director of 
ESO said, “ESO is excited to be part 
of a globally recognised interna-
tional sports competition that has 
brought people together from all 
over the world to appreciate Oman’s 
natural environment”.

Amongst the activities taking 
place this week are ‘Try Sailing’ 
sessions. Students from Muscat In-

ternational School joined the Oman 
Sail teams before racing and were 
treated to a guided tour of the boats 
and got to ask their questions from 
Oman’s own Khamis Al Anbouri. 
Khamis commented, “It is great to 
be able to off er this opportunity to 
the schools and young Omanis and 
to see them enjoying being on the 
sea is just great.”

Muscat treated the sailors to 
another day of great weather con-
ditions, which seemed to suit the 
teams from Luna Rossa and Team 
New Zealand, both posting their fi rst 
win of the event, which has caused a 
shake up in the overall leader board. 
The teams from Oman didn’t have 
the day they had hoped for, but as we 
saw yesterday, that could all change 
in the next two days.

Nasser commented, “We strug-
gled today and didn’t have the re-
sults we would have hoped for. We 
are still learning and every day we 
learn something new about the 
boats. It is still close and we are only 
a few points behind Team New Zea-
land and Luna Rossa. Tomorrow 
everything could change.”

For the fi nal race of the day, the 
shift was made to a match racing 
format, where two boats are pitted 
against each other. The Wave, Mus-
cat lined up for the fi rst match race 
against Artemis Racing, skippered 
by Terry Hutchinson, but after a 
poor start could not do enough to 
take the win. Torvar Mirsky, skipper 
of The Wave, Muscat who made his 
mark on the World Match Circuit 
before joining Oman Sail explained, 
“Artemis were really on fi re. They 
are experienced match racers so my 
experience didn’t give us any edge. 
I haven’t match raced these boats 
before so it was new for me and in-
teresting to see how they handle. I 
thought we had them at the start but 
lost it at the last minute”.

 The team of Oman Air lined up 
against Luna Rossa in their match 
race, with Paul Campbell-James, 
last year’s skipper of The Wave, 
Muscat on the helm. Paul held on 
to his unbeaten record for match 
racing in this circuit, took the point 
from Oman Air. Oman Air struggled 
to make it into the top half of the 
fl eet yesterday, slipping down the 
leader board to eighth place, but just 
one point off  joint sixth placed Luna 
Rossa and Team New Zealand.

The winner of the Extreme Sail-
ing Series Muscat will be decided 
today.

E X T R E M E  S A I L I N G

TEST OF SKILLS: A shift to the ‘stadium style’ racing yesterday posed an extra challenge to the sailors, who had to manoeuvre their boats 
within the confi nes of tight racecourses. Below, a host of exhibitors in the public village, kept the crowds entertained between races.
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Real success is finding your 

lifework in the work that you love 

— David McCullough

TO ADVERTISE
Call: 24812685

Quote of the day

Never continue in a job you don’t enjoy. If you’re happy in what you’re doing, you’ll like yourself, you’ll have inner peace. And if you 

have that, along with physical health, you’ll have more success than you could possibly have imagined. — Roger Caras
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TOP HONOUR
Mare ‘Durar’ of the Royal Cavalry won the fi rst position and received gold medal for mares in the seven-years-and-above category 
at the Qatar International Arabian Horse Beauty Championship, held in Doha. The Royal Cavalry’s stallion, Abar, won the third 
position in the 4-6 years category. The championship witnessed tough competition from world champion horses.

Help pours in for 
mishap-hit family
REJIMON K.
reji@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT: A cultural organisa-
tion has taken up the responsibil-
ity to help a road accident victim’s 
family in Muscat,  after reading the 
story in Times of Oman.

Muscat-based Viswmakarma 
Educational and Cultural Organi-
sation handed over a cheque of 
RO850 (Rs100,000) to the family 
of Venunathan Achari (58), who 
died in a road accident along with 
his friend Anil Kumar (40), when 
their car collided with a trailer 
near Sumail late on January 23. 
Venunathan’s son, Praveen Ku-
mar (25), who was travelling along 
with them, is still battling for life in 
Khoula Hospital. 

Times of Oman published the 
story On January 24.

“We came to know about the 
tragic accident after reading the 
Times of Oman report last month,” 
said Ravi P. K., vice-president of 
the social organisation.

Road tragedy
Venunathan and Praveen had 
come along with Anil Kumar to 
Muscat from Samad to meet the 
Indian embassy offi  cials to seek 
legal advice for initiating proceed-
ings against Praveen’s sponsor for 
violating labour laws as Praveen’s 
sponsor was not paying him his 
agreed salary. While travelling 
back to Samad after meeting the 
embassy offi  cials the tragedy took 
place. Later, it was learnt that the 
Omani driver succumbed to the 
injuries.

“After seeing the report in Times 
of Oman we were able to do the 
needful,” organisation offi  cials P. 
Murali and B. Radhakrishnan told 
Times of Oman.

The organisation has also raised 
money to meet other expenses to 
send the dead bodies back to their 
home state, Kerala.

R O 8 5 0  S U P P O R T

IMPACT

Khonji urges EU to push for 
signing of FTA with Oman

AFTAB H. KOLA
aftab@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT: Khalil Abdullah Al 
Khonji, chairman of Oman Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry, 
(OCCI) called upon the European 
Parliament delegation for enhanc-
ing ties with the Arab peninsula. 
The delegation is currently on a visit 
to Oman to take up the issue of free-
trade agreement between Oman and 
the European Union.

It may be recalled that the discus-
sions which were initiated in 1987 
for the FTA between the GCC coun-
tries and European Union have not 
moved forward in recent years. The 
OCCI has asked the visiting delega-
tion to urge the key policy makers in 
their region to push for the signing 
of FTA between Oman and Euro-
pean countries. 

At a meeting held yesterday 

between the members of the dele-
gation and Oman Chamber of Com-
merce and Industries at the OCCI 
head-offi  ce, the two sides interacted 
upon a wide range of issues. The two 
sides agreed that the FTA if aff ected 
would help create more favourable 
business conditions to improve the 
level of trade between Oman and 27 
European countries.  

Initiating the discussion Khonji 
said that unlike other countries 
Oman has only one chamber of com-
merce and industry with 10 branch-
es scattered across the Sultanate. 

He said all the chambers of com-
merce in the GCC countries have 
come together under one umbrella 
and formed Federation of GCC 
Chambers. 

He told the delegation that Oman 
is a free market and there is no need 
for a local partner to establish busi-
ness entity in Oman.  Khonji added 

that the development of three free 
trade zones across Oman has been 
the centrepiece of the Sultanate’s 
plans to diversify the national 
economy beyond the oil sector by 
spurring the growth of value-added, 
export-based industries. 

Participating in the discussion, 
Angelika Nielber, chairperson of 
the delegation, underscored the im-
portance of entrepreneurs who can 
play a critical role to help the world 
achieve sustainable development. 
Khonji said Oman has already com-
mitted itself to a path of sustainable 
development.

While stating that entrepreneur-
ship has played a dominant role in 
Omani society, Pankaj Khimji said, 
“What is more important is the de-
velopment of skills after graduation 
which will empower the candidates 
to become employable.” 

Another participant from the 

European Parliament delegation 
stressed the need for incorporating 
entrepreneurship programmes in 
academic curriculum. 

Angelika Nielber called upon 
the Omani side to organise regular 
interaction visits between small-
enterprise entities of Oman and Eu-
ropean countries.

Khonji further said, “We have 
challenges and food security is one 
such domain. This concern is appli-
cable to all the GCC countries. The 
other concern is creating jobs for 
employing the new generation. We 
are trying our best to address these 
issues.” 

The European Parliament’s del-
egation included Angelika Niebler, 
Paul Rubig, Jutta Steinruck, Holger 
Krahmer, Jacek Wlosowicz among 
others. The delegation came to 
Oman on February 19 and will de-
part today.

The discussions which 

were initiated in 1987 

for the FTA between 

the GCC countries and 

European Union have 

not moved forward 

in recent years. The 

two sides feel the FTA 
would help create 
more favourable 
business conditions

Vibrant Oman shows Sultanate’s true colours
RAHIMA AL BALUSHI
rahima@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT: A unique, striking and 
colourful art exhibition showcasing 
Omani landscapes by well-known 
expatriate Indian artist, Moham-
med Nazir, was inaugurated at the 
Omani Society for Fine Arts on 
Monday.

The fi ve-day solo exhibition held 
at the Fine Arts Society and titled 
Vibrant Oman was inaugurated by 
Abdullah Shaban Al Farsi, head of 
administrative and fi nancial aff airs 
at the Diwan of Royal Court. 

Speaking to Times of Oman, Mo-
hammed Nazir said the exhibition 
features 47 paintings showcasing 
Omani landscapes and histori-
cal sites. “My paintings refl ect the 
beautiful landscapes of my second 
country ‘Oman’ and also represent 
a number of popular tourist attrac-
tions in the country,” he said.

“Most of the paintings have been  
created recently. Oman has very 
unique landscapes. That is why I 
decided to highlight this through my 
paintings,” Nazir said.

Fascinated by landscapes, espe-
cially those which have water back-
ground, Nazir combines diff erent 

colours and create a unique combi-
nation of colours. “White colour is 
certainly my favourite,” he stressed.

Nazir’s a professional account-
ant. However, he gave up his profes-
sion in 1991 and decided to follow 
his passion, which is ‘art’. “I am a 
born artist, I have not learnt art,” he 
noted. 

“Art gives me real happiness. Re-
ceiving appreciation from the pub-
lic pushes me to give more to art. I do 
get fi nancial benefi t from my paint-
ings, but what is more important 
is the appreciation I receive on the 
works I have created,” he said.

Reactions from the public on Vi-
brant Oman have been encouraging. 
“Some people told me that they have 
never seen an exhibition of paint-
ings of this quality. I am very happy 
to hear this,” he claimed.

It is worth noting that Nazir has 
sold around 3,700 paintings in over 
nearly three decades. Nazir is known 
for his contribution to the art scene 
in Oman and adopts realism in his 
paintings. He uses knife as an essen-
tial tool in designing his paintings. 
He, in fact, has a great ability to use a 
knife as a soft brush in his drawings. 

Vibrant Oman exhibition con-
cludes tomorrow.

P A I N T I N G  E X H I B I T I O N

SCENIC OMAN: Mohammed Nazir’s exhibition features 47 paintings showcasing Omani landscapes and 
historical sites. – Shammer Mohammed/TIMES OF OMAN

50% of Seeb 
project 
completed
Times News Service

MUSCAT:  Philip Wayne, project 
director of Seeb Wastewater 
Project, under construction by 
Galfar Engineering & Contract-
ing SAOG, said that the company 
has so far completed 50 per cent 
of the project, which is located 30 
kilometres east of Muscat Inter-
national Airport. 

The project would serve 7,700 
houses in the Wilayat of Seeb, he 
said, adding that work was pro-
gressing as planned.

He said that the constraints the 
company faces in execution of 
the project included the random 
planning of houses and old sec-
tions at the project’s area. Most 
houses are linked to each other 
with no spacious lanes for instal-
lation of main pipes. Nor can the 
pipes be installed as part of the 
wastewater network between the 
houses through ventilation vents, 
he added.

To do so, some entrances and 
roads leading to the house are to 
be constructed and some inter-
lock has to be removed in addi-
tion to cutting of parts of the road 
and internal roads, he said.

This may result in diff erence 
in levelling upon restoration 
of the roads, particularly in the 
presence of technical problems 
related to design in some areas.  
Restoration of such roads may 
also take time.

“We were speeding with com-
pletion of the project works as 
scheduled,” he said, adding that 
they sometimes work at night in 
more than one site. In particular, 
if such night works are carried 
out in densely populated areas, 
dwellers may fi nd relatively slow 
–pace in completion of the works 
as inconvenient. 

The director added, “Some-
times we are required to work 
upon specifi c technical speci-
fi cations at areas where there 
are high areas, low-lying areas 
or bends at the short lanes for 
installation of pipes at the ven-
tilation vents linked to the main 
wastewater network. 

“Most wastewater main lines 
are installed at internal roads, 
open areas or wadis and we have 
tried our level best to instal them 
at the roadside and not at the 
middle of roads so dwellers may 
easily access to and from their 
houses,” he concluded. 

 W A S T E W A T E R 
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Daihatsu 
Terios: The 
family car

MUSCAT: “Daihatsu Terios’s  
long wheel base is perfect for my 
family,” remarked  Afl ah Al Jamei, 
adding, “the 7-seater confi gura-
tion is very comfortable, the split 
ac and the solid feel of the body – 
and good enough engine power ... 
I like it all!” 

The 1.5 litre, 4 cylinder DOHC 
petrol engine of the Terios 7-seat-
er long wheel base has more than 
enough power to deliver a spir-
ited, satisfying ride. It delivers a 
peppy 103 HP/6000rpm. Elec-
tronic Fuel Injection (EFi) with 
DVVT ensure performance, fuel 
economy and reduced exhaust 
emission – thereby helping the 
environment. 

In addition, the engine supplies 
ample torque at an impressive 
14.3kgm/4400rpm. This provides 
smooth, responsive acceleration 
at high rpm.  The Terios 7-seat-
er suspension was developed 
through repeated test-driving on 
a variety of road surfaces. The re-
sult is a suspension system that 

minimises fatigue on long dis-
tance drives and also improves 
both the comfort of the ride and 
the driving stability.

One can choose three rows of 
seats to accommodate 7 adults 
in comfort, or go with two rows 
of seats for great luggage space. 
On the safety front, dual air 
bags in the front deploy in the 
event of a strong front impact to 
minimise injury to both, driver 
and passenger. To protect occu-
pants in an accident, the cabin 

has been made extra rigid. 
Terios 7-seater Long Wheel 

Base takes crash safety design a 
step further with a structure that 
disperses the impact energy from 
a collision throughout the body 
frame ‘crushable’ structures have 
been used in the body’s front and 
rear sections to absorb impact. 
The Terios delivers a safe braking 
performance thanks to ABS. 

Daihatsu Terios is also availa-
ble with a 5-seater variant – aptly 
called the Fun Wheel Drive as it 
off ers 4 Wheel Drive functionali-
ties with the sportiness and ease 
of handling of a city car – all at the 
price of a sedan car.

Besides the Terios, Daihatsu’s 
impressive range consists of the 
Sirion, a compact car that has 
been appreciated by buyers all 
over the globe. Available in 1.3 and 
1.5 litre variants, the Sirion clearly 
stands out as the most aff ordable 
Japanese car in its class. In Oman, 
Saud Bahwan Group is the sole 
distributor of Daihatsu vehicles.

One can utilise 

three rows of seats 
to comfortably 
accommodate 
seven adults

TO ADVERTISE
Call: 24812685/24813207
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SOHAR:  Sohar University is host-
ing its seventh annual business 
leaders dinner in collaboration with 
Vale, the world’s largest producer of 
iron ore pellets on Saturday.

With a successful track-record in 
more than 30 countries, Vale aims to 
create a sustainable and visionary 
project in the Sultanate by building 
a solid industrial platform. By part-
nering with leading business organ-

isations, Vale remains committed to 
the development of the local supply 
chain. The $1.35 billion project will 
cater to growing demands in the 
Middle East, North Africa and India 
as well as supporting a constantly 
growing steel cluster in Sohar.

The dinner provides decision 
makers with an opportunity to meet 
and discuss areas of mutual inter-
est and to help promote further col-

laboration in the Batinah Region of 
Oman.

“We strongly believe that Vale’s 
vision for a sustainable legacy can 
only be accomplished through stra-
tegic partnerships with the private 
and public sectors, local communi-
ties and wider stakeholders,” stated 
Sergio Leite, Vale country manager.   

He added, “Sohar University’s 
business leaders dinner has proven 

year after year to be a signifi cant 
platform for discussing common 
interests that aim to further en-
hance the Sultanate’s fast-growing 
diversifi ed economy. 

“We are confi dent that the event 
this year will further pave the path 
for more success, more develop-
ment and ultimately more prosper-
ity for the country and its people.”

Sohar University has been organ-

ising this event for the past 7 years 
and recognises the value of such oc-
casions as a way of bringing together 
people from the growing industrial 
sector in the North Batinah Region.

Dr Abood Al Sawafi , vice-chan-
cellor of Sohar University com-
mented, “I am pleased that Sohar 
University continues to organise 
this event. It gives the university 
an opportunity to engage with 

the industry and the public sector 
about important issues aff ecting the 
economy, education and training, 
and the environment. 

“Sohar University recognises 
Vale’s growing contribution to the 
region, and thanks them for spon-
soring this year’s event. We are 
all looking forward to another suc-
cessful business leaders dinner this 
year too.”

B U S I N E S S  D E V E L O P M E N T

World Cup 
promotional 
off er at 
Spicy Village
MUSCAT: World Cup cricket 
fever has hit the world from Feb-
ruary 19. And the Spicy Village 
restaurants has geared up with a  
new plan to match it.  

Spicy Village has undergone a 
facelift with World Cup décor, so 
you can live cricket, feel cricket – 
even eat cricket! Every outlet will 
wear the World Cup colours with 
pride. Large screens will be put up, 
so customers can really feel the ex-
citement and almost be part of it.

As the pace mounts, Spicy Vil-
lage has got what it takes to tan-
talise taste buds, too ... a sixer of 
a buff et all the way, at all Spicy 
Village outlets, in Muscat, Nizwa, 
Sohar and Sur. A spread that of-
fers the best of Indian, Chinese, 
Thai and Continental cuisine. 
From breads to biryani, from 
starters and soups to salads and 
desserts. Over twenty delicious 
items on the menu, every day.

The fabulous lunch buff et 
is available right through the 
World Cup for 49 days, all for just 
RO2.900. And also a fabulous of-
fer ‘Pay for 4, and get the 5th free.’ 
So spread the word, and share the 
excitement with your family and 
friends. This World Cup, be at 
Spicy Village, cheer your favour-
ite team and get ready to score! 
For more information, or to make 
your reservations, call Dayaparan 
on 99224718.

C R I C K E T  F E V E R

Pakistan 
School Nizwa 
celebrates 
Prophet’s 
birthday
NIZWA: Eid-e-Milad un Nabi is 
celebrated on 12th Rabi ul Awal 
every year by Muslims with great 
devotion and reverence through-
out the world. Pakistan School 
Nizwa celebrated Eid-e-Milad un 
Nabi on February 16 with great 
reverence and respect.

The function started with reci-
tation of the Holy verses from the 
Holy Quran. Ayesha Syed, student 
of class X, Aqsa Khalid, student 
of class VIII,  Razia, teacher, and 
Suhail Afzal Khan, senior teacher 
presented na’ats in their melodi-
ous voices. Mohammed Qasim, 
teacher, delivered a scholarly 
speech in which he presented a 
detailed account of birth, life and 
teachings of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (pbuh). 

Professor Irshad Ahmed, 
principal of the school, spoke in 
accordance on the occasion. He 
emphasised to follow the teach-
ings of the last Prophet Hazrat 
Muhammad (pbuh) in com-
memoration of whom we have all 
gathered here. 

The programme ended with 
the dua offered by Mohammed 
Qasim. 

E I D - E - M I L A D

Sohar University and Vale host business leaders dinner 



MARKE BEST BUY
Best Buy reported for the fi rst time 
this year that it had started to lose 
market share. Sales of televisions, 

computers and video game software 
were weaker than expected. >C4
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3One of the most telling 
images from the frenzied 
media coverage of India’s 

scandals was telecoms tycoon 
Anil Ambani emerging from the 
police headquarters.  >C5

RIYADH MEET

1 Saudi Oil Minister Ali Al 
Naimi said yesterday that 
Opec is prepared to meet 

any shortage of supplies due to 
unrest in the Middle East.   >C2

BUYING ASSETS

2  BHP Billiton agreed to 
buy Chesapeake Energy’s 
Arkansas shale gas assets 

for $4.75 billion in cash, more 
than doubling its United States 
oil and gas reserves. >C3

  T H R E E  N O T  T O  M I S S Shadeed Iron to invest
$400m for expansion

A. E. JAMES
businesseditor@timesofoman.com

MUSCAT:  Shadeed Iron and 
Steel Company, which recently 
started commercial production 
at its plant in Sohar, will start 
work on a massive expansion next 
month, with an envisaged invest-
ment of $400 million.

The company is building a 
steel melting shop for producing 
billets and round products with 
an installed capacity of 1.5 mil-
lion tonnes per annum at its large 
complex in Sohar. The melt shop, 
part of the project’s Phase II de-
velopment, is a key component of 
Shadeed’s ambition to create an 
integrated steel plant with a range 
of products.

“We are in the process of fi nal-
ising the technology within four to 
fi ve days. We are building furnace, 
casting and associated facilities,” 
D. K. Saraogi, executive president 
of Shadeed Iron and Steel, told 
Times of Oman in a telephone con-
versation from Sohar. 

As much as $200 million will 
be invested for steel melting shop, 
but the total investment is $400 
million, which includes long prod-
uct rolling mill. “We are envisag-
ing long fi nished products (roll-
ing mills).” Saraogi added that the 
second phase of expansion will be 
ready by December 2013.

Indian steel-making giant Jin-
dal Steel and Power, which ac-
quired Shadeed Iron and Steel for 
$464 million in May last year, is 
committed to the project’s devel-
opment into a world-class plant. 

Third phase expansion
Saraogi, a veteran of the Jindal 
Group in overseeing the develop-
ment of several large-scale steel 
projects, said the company has as-
signed Atkins to conduct a detailed 
market survey to fi nd out the de-
mand for the company’s products 
for the next ten years in the Gulf 
and larger Middle East and North 
African (Mena) region. 

The consultant is expected 
to submit the report in March, 

which will help the management 
to get more clarity on additional 
investment required for creating 
production facilities as well as the 
right mix of products. “Based on 
the fi ndings of Atkins, the compa-
ny will decide on long products.”

In fact, the third phase expan-
sion will depend on the demand 
forecast by the consultants. 

“We can go for either long or fl at 
products, which will ultimately 
depend on the fi ndings.” M. P. 
Charyulu, technical advisor  of the 
company, said the company ex-
ports bulk of its hot briquetted iron 
(HBI) to Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil states. “Presently, we have only 
one customer in Oman,” he noted. 
The company is operating at 70 
per cent capacity utilisation at the 
1.5 million direct reduction plant. 
“We are expecting to reach 100 
per cent capacity after installing 
fourth briquetting machine with-
in eight to nine months.”  Since 
domestic demand for HBI is not 
much, most of the products are ex-
ported. “We are making all eff orts 
to export HBI to main consumers, 
initially to GCC and Mena.”  

The company is now explor-
ing overseas markets like Europe, 
China, Mexico, and South East 
Asia for its exporting its products.
In the third phase, the company 
has plans to expand capacity of 
steel plant to 3.6 million tonnes 
per annum, in which there will be 
DRI unit and rolling mills of long 
and fl at products.  However, this 
will depend on the market  survey.       

Shadeed Iron and Steel will start work on 
a steel melting shop for billets and round 
products with an installed capacity of 
1.5 MTPA at its Sohar complex 

          Clarifi cation
The column titled ‘Wake up, OIFC’ 
published on February 22, 2011 by 
Times of Oman is from our archives 
and does not have any relevance 
to the company’s current state of 
aff airs. The ‘Viewpoint’ column, 
which was originally published on 
May 21, 2000, was reprinted as part 
of our editorial practice. An inter-
view of Shabir M. Al Yousef, chief 
executive offi  cer of Oman Invest-
ment and Finance (OIFC), will be 
published on February 26 to clear 
any misunderstanding that might 
have been caused to OIFC stake-
holders, including clients, investors, 
and the readers.
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Oman Cement 
proposes 37%
cash dividend 
MUSCAT:  The board of 
Oman Cement Company 
(OCC) yesterday proposed 
a dividend of 37 per cent, 
which is subject to the 
approval of the sharehold-
ers, the Sultanate’s second 
largest cement producer 
said in a statement. The 
company’s net profi t 
for last year edged up to 
RO25.03 million, from 
RO24.23 million for 2009, 
thanks to a phenomenal 
RO7.34 million govern-
ment compensation for 
keeping cement prices low 
in the last two years. 

French agrifood 
exports to ME
increase by 45%
PARIS:  French agrifood 
exports to the Middle East, 
including Egypt, increased 
signifi cantly in 2010, with a 
€1.525 billion turnover and 
a 45 per cent rise compare 
to 2009. The three major 
markets in the region for 
French food and beverage 
exports are Egypt with 36 
per cent, Saudi Arabia (25 
per cent) and the United 
Arab Emirates (13 per 
cent). In the GCC, Saudi 
and the UAE comprise the 
main markets with 59 per 
cent of the market. They 
have respectively imported 
for €374 million and €197 
million in 2010.  - Agencies

B R I E F S

Opec ‘ready to meet any shortage’

RIYADH: Saudi Oil Minister Ali 
Al Naimi said yesterday that Opec 
is prepared to meet any shortage of 
supplies due to unrest in the Middle 
East and that its members have suf-
fi cient spare capacity to do so. 

“There is absolutely no shortage 
of supply now... Opec is ready to meet 
any shortage in supply when it hap-
pens,” Naimi told a press conference 
at the end of a consumer-producer 
meeting that signed a cooperation 
charter. 

“There is concern and fear but 
there is no shortage,” the minister 
reiterated in a bid to assure con-
sumer countries that crude oil sup-
plies are guaranteed despite sweep-
ing unrest in the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

Saudi Arabia, Opec’s largest pro-
ducer, is pumping around 8.4 mil-
lion barrels per day, but Naimi said 
the kingdom still has a spare capac-
ity of another four million bpd. 

Speaking after unrest in the Mid-
dle East caused oil prices to jump 
yesterday to $108 a barrel, the min-
ister said the market volatility was 
only short-term and would not re-
sult in any shortages. 

“Opec and particularly Saudi Ara-
bia will compensate any shortage 
because we did that successfully in 
the past... I want this transmitted to 
the market so the people can sleep 
well tonight,” Naimi said. 

Naimi said the current oil market 

was completely diff erent from that 
of 2008, when supply bottlenecks 
drove crude prices to historical lev-
els of more than $147 dollars a bar-
rel. 

In 2011, however, supply and de-
mand are equal, supply is suffi  cient, 
inventories are at a comfortable lev-
el and the worldwide spare capacity 
is around six million bpd. 

US Deputy Energy Secretary 
Daniel Poneman meanwhile called 
on oil producers to boost output in a 
bid to ease crude prices. 

“We think that the proper re-
sponse (to the high prices) is that 
producers respond to those price 
signals and see the need for more 
production and bring that product 
to the market,” Poneman told re-
porters in Riyadh. 

“When producers bring prod-
uct to the market, price starts to 
subside,” the US offi  cial said on the 
sidelines of a producer-consumer 
conference in the Saudi capital. 

“All oil producers need to re-
spond... expect all of them to re-
spond.” 

The oil ministers of Kuwait and 
United Arab Emirates, two leading 

Opec members, also said on Tues-
day that the organisation was close-
ly watching developments and was 
prepared to act when necessary. 

Oil prices shot up eight percent to 
$93.36 a barrel in New York opening 
trade Tuesday as worries about un-

rest in Libya hit the market.  Prices 
jumped $7.16 a barrel for the WTI 
crude contract in the fi rst day of 
trading on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange since violence escalated 
in key North African oil exporter 
Libya over the weekend. — AFP

Saudi Arabia, Opec’s 

largest producer, is 

pumping around 8.4 

million barrels per 

day, but Naimi said

the country still 
has a spare capacity 
of another four    
million bpd
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RIYADH: Energy producer 
and consumer states signed a 
charter in Riyadh yesterday 
aimed at limiting price vola-
tility and stabilising the mar-
ket, even as turmoil in Middle 
East  countires propelled 
prices to two-year highs. 

The non-binding charter 
was signed by 87 countries, 
representing 90 per cent of 
global oil production and con-
sumption, said Saudi Arabia’s 
deputy oil minister, Prince 
Abdul Aziz bin Salman. 

“We are here to formally 
and offi  cially confi rm the 
approval of the IEF (Interna-
tional Energy Forum) char-
ter,” Prince Abdul Aziz said 
at the opening meeting of the 
IEF extraordinary ministerial 
meeting. The host country’s 
oil minister, Ali Al Naimi, said 
the charter aims to create a 
‘global energy market charac-
terised by transparency and 
stability’ and to ‘strengthen 
cooperation for the benefi t of 
future generations’. 

On the eve of the forum, 
Prince Abdul Aziz had said 
the one-day meeting would 
also tackle the key issues of 
short-term price volatility 
and long-term demand and 
supply of crude oil and gas. 

IEF’s secretary general, 
Noe van Hulst, has said the 
group’s ministers agreed 
that sharp fl uctuations in the 
market were harmful. 

The meeting comes as 
political turmoil in the Mid-
dle East have driven oil prices 
back to levels last seen before 
the 2008 global fi nancial cri-
sis with Brent crude soaring 
above $105 a barrel. 

At its previous meeting in 
Mexico in March 2010, the 
IEF agreed to step up dialogue 
with the aim of improving 
transparency on the energy 
markets so as to reduce price 
volatility. 

New York’s main contract, 
light sweet crude for March 
delivery, surged $7.20 to 
$93.40 per barrel. - AFP

Producers and users ink
charter to limit volatility

ENSURING STABILITY: Ali Al Naimi in his welcome address 
at the ministerial meeting yesterday in Riyadh said the 
charter aims to create a ‘global energy market character-
ised by transparency and stability’. - AFP

LONDON: Oil spiked above 
$108 yesterday as bloody 
violence in key North African 
exporter Libya sparked fresh 
concerns about stability across 
the Middle East. 

Brent North Sea crude for 
delivery in April jumped to 
$108.57 per barrel in morning 
trade, the highest level since 
early September 2008. It later 
pulled back to $105.98, up 24 
cents from Monday’s closing 
level. 

New York’s light sweet crude 
for March delivery jumped 
$4.69 to $90.89 in the fi rst day 
of physical trading on the New 

York Mercantile Exchange 
since violence escalated in 
Opec member Libya over the 
weekend. 

“The market remains very 
jittery, trading on sentiment 
and rumour, while fears for 
Libya are added by concerns 
of unrest spreading to other 
states like Algeria and even 
Saudi Arabia — although this is 
unlikely,” said VTB Capital oil 
analyst Andrey Kryuchenkov. 

“Until tensions calm down 
in the Middle East and North 
Africa, we are likely to remain 
well underpinned,” he further 
added.  — AFP

Brent soars above $108 
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MARKET
Shell may lose $600m in 
revenue in Gulf of Mexico 
LONDON: Royal Dutch Shell, Europe’s 
largest oil company, may lose about $600 
million in revenue this year on drilling 
delays in the Gulf of Mexico after the 
largest United States oil spill, Sanford C. 
Bernstein & Co. said. Shell earnings will 
decline 10 per cent to $8.51 per American 
depositary receipt, or 266 pence a share, 
according to Oswald Clint, a London-based analyst at Bernstein. 
Higher project start-up costs in Canada and Qatar will also hurt 
profi t along with lower margins in refi ning and marketing. The 
Hague-based Shell postponed about $700 million of investments 
in the Gulf and lost $260 million because of idled rigs in the region 
last year, chief fi nancial offi  cer Simon Henry said. 

Johnson & Johnson fi nishes
friendly takeover of Crucell 

NEW JERSEY: Pharmaceutical and 
health care giant Johnson & Johnson an-
nounced yesterday the successful com-
pletion of a friendly takeover of Dutch 
vaccine maker Crucell, for about 1.75 
billion euros ($2.37 billion). "Johnson 
& Johnson and Crucell yestserday an-
nounced that Johnson & Johnson has 
completed the tender off er for Crucell," 

the companies said in a joint statement. Johnson & Johnson, which 
employs 114,000 people, has said it intends to retain Crucell's man-
agement and staff  and to keep the headquarters at Leiden in the 
western Netherlands. Johnson & Johnson, which now owns more 
than 95 per cent of Crucell's capital announced a supplementary 
off er period from today until March 8. 

Honda Motor cuts number 
of directors from 20 to 12
TOKYO: Honda Motor, Japan’s 
third-largest carmaker, said it will 
cut the number of company direc-
tors to speed up decision-making. 
The number will be reduced to 12 
from 20 at the end of June, Honda 
said yesterday in a statement to 
the Tokyo Stock Exchange. The 
company is also adding the title of 
‘operating offi  cer’ to directors who 
have business execution roles and will clarify those roles and re-
sponsibilities, it said. Honda’s management reorganisation echoes 
changes at larger rival Toyota, which also plans to cut its board to 
17 or fewer members from 27 currently, according to two people 
familiar with the company’s plan.

Rolls-Royce aims to boost car 
sales at least 10% this year 

SINGAPORE: Bayer-
ische Motoren Werke’s 
Rolls-Royce motor cars 
aims to increase sales at 
least 10 per cent this year 
as the maker of luxury 
vehicles boosts deliver-
ies in China and seeks to 
attract younger buyers. 

“We will see for China this year quite strong growth,” the division’s 
chief executive Torsten Mueller-Oetvoes said in an interview with 
Bloomberg Television. Young Asian entrepreneurs will help the 
Goodwood, England-based company increase sales by “at least a 
two-digit fi gure” in percentage terms, he said. The carmaker, which 
competes with Daimler’s Maybach and Volkswagen’s Bentley divi-
sions, almost tripled sales to a record last year.  Rolls Royce said 
full-year sales in 2010 rose to 2,711 cars, led by growth in Asia, the 
US and the Middle East. - Agencies

B R I E F S

Maqbool and UK trade minister 
to address seminar on Thursday
Times News Service

MUSCAT: The Omani Centre for 
Investment Promotion and Ex-
port Development (Ociped) is or-
ganising a business seminar and 
networking lunch for the visiting 
business delegation accompanying 
Lord Stephen Green, United King-
dom trade and investment minister 
on February 24. 

At the seminar, Maqbool bin Ali 
Sultan, minister of commerce and 
industry, who is also the chairman 
of Ociped and Lord Green will be 
addressing the seminar. 

There will also be panel discus-
sion on ports in Oman, infrastruc-
ture developments and business 
opportunities in the UK for the 
Omani companies.

The UK business delegation will 
include  chairman/chief execu-
tive offi  cers from over 20 leading 
UK companies representing vari-
ous sectors including education, 
fi nance, oil & gas and professional 
services to name a few. Leading 
businessmen and women from 
Oman will be participating in the 
event.  

Commenting on the seminar, 

Nisreen Ahmed Jaff er, director 
general of Investment Promotion at 
Ociped said that the event will cre-
ate an opportunity for the Omani 
business community to discuss and 
interact with leading corporates 
from the UK and enhance business 
relationship. 

“The UK is one of our target mar-
kets for attracting investment and 
since last year, Investment Forum 
event in London wherein more 
than 40 Omani businessmen par-
ticipated, we have been receiving 
many delegations from the UK and 
more are due to come,” she said.

O C I P E D  S E M I N A R

BP alters strategy in $7b deal
LONDON:  Robert Dudley’s sec-
ond $7 billion deal this year signals 
a shift for BP toward the world’s 
fastest-growing economies as ex-
ploration drilling remains closed in 
the United States after the Macon-
do oil spill.

Dudley, the fi rst American chief 
executive of the London-based 
company, has agreed to pay Reli-
ance Industries $7.2 billion to help 
explore deepwater fi elds in India. 

That follows an $8 billion share 
swap with Rosneft to expand into 
Russia’s Arctic Sea in January. Last 
year, BP signed a deal to explore off  
Brazil and sealed a partnership 
with Cnooc for off shore licenses in 
the South China Sea.

The deals are putting BP’s explo-
ration unit closer to regions that the 
company predicts will generate the 
majority of energy demand growth 
for the next 20 years. Dudley is also 

reducing BP’s dependence on the 
Gulf of Mexico, where it has yet 
to resume drilling following the 
worst US spill. “The Reliance deal 
represents another step in reshap-
ing BP’s portfolio,” said Theepan 
Jothilingam, an analyst at Morgan 
Stanley. “The strategy earmarked 
post-Macondo is clear — a genuine 
focus on exploration and a shift to-
ward resource and consumer mar-
kets.” - Bloomberg News

O I L  E X P L O R A T I O N

BHP is buying shale gas 
assets from Chesapeake 

SYDNEY: BHP Billiton, the world’s 
biggest mining company, agreed to 
buy Chesapeake Energy’s Arkansas 
shale gas assets for $4.75 billion in 
cash, more than doubling its United 
States oil and gas reserves.

BHP will add more than 10 tril-
lion cubic feet of gas resources 
through the purchase, J. Michael 
Yeager, chief executive of BHP’s pe-
troleum division, said on a call with 
reporters yesterday. The Fayette-
ville deal marks BHP’s fi rst foray 
into United States shale gas.

“It’s a bet on long-term US gas 
prices going higher,” said Prasad 
Patkar, who helps manage about 
$1.8 billion including mining stocks 
at Platypus Asset Management Ltd. 
in Sydney. 

“They’ve entered a new business 
but have met the criteria that they 
have articulated for acquisitions, 
that is, tier-one, low-cost, long-life 
and expandable assets.”

Strong cash fl ow
Chief executive Marius Kloppers 
will expand oil and gas reserves 
by 45 per cent with the purchase, 
BHP’s largest since it bought WMC 
Resources for $7.6 billion in 2005. 
There have been 135 oil and gas 
deals worth a combined $41 billion 
announced globally this year, ac-
cording to data. 

The $285.3 billion of transac-
tions last year was the second high-
est on record, after 2007.

BHP declined 0.5 per cent to 
2,363 pence in London trading, the 
lowest since January 31. 

The stock rose 1.6 per cent 
to A$46.58 in Sydney, while the 
benchmark S&P/ASX 200 Index 
dropped 0.9 per cent. BHP also 
completed a A$5 billion off -market 
share buyback yesterday as part of 
a $10 billion programme it revealed 
on February 16.

The Chesapeake transaction 
helps the company become a 
"very, very powerful petroleum" 
producer, with natural gas assets in 
Western Australia and stakes in US 
Gulf of Mexico oil projects, Yeager 
said.

Investor and regulatory concerns 
sank three investments worth more 
than $100 billion proposed by Klop-

pers, 48, in the past four years, in-
cluding last year’s off er for Potash 
of Saskatchewan. 

The failed deals, combined with 
record fi rst-half profi t, left BHP 
with $16.1 billion of cash on hand.

The company’s “credit profi le 
can accommodate the proposed 
acquisition and buyback, given the 
group’s strong cash fl ow generation 
and conservative fi nancial profi le,” 
Standard & Poor’s analysts May 
Zhong and Brenda Wardlaw wrote 
yesterday in a report. 

BHP’s credit rating of ‘A+’ isn’t 
immediately aff ected by the acqui-
sition, it said.

BHP’s reserves
Chesapeake agreed to sell all of its 
interests in about 487,000 net acres 
of properties in central Arkansas, 
the company said. Shale forma-
tions consist of dense rock that can 

be broken apart to release oil and 
gas. The transaction is expected to 
close in the fi rst half of this year, 
Chesapeake said.

Fayetteville holds about 2.4 tril-
lion cubic feet of gas, equivalent to 
456 million barrels of oil, compared 
to BHP’s total proved US reserves 
of 288 million barrels in its 2010 
annual petroleum review.

BHP, Australia’s largest oil and 
gas company, paid about $1.98 for 
each thousand cubic feet of estimat-
ed proven reserves, said Michael 
Bodino, an analyst at Global Hunter 
Securities in Fort Worth, Texas. In 
December, Exxon Mobil paid $1.92 
per MCF of reserves when it ac-
quired property in the Fayetteville 
Shale from Petrohawk Energy.

Announced deal premiums this 
year have been at an average of 24 
per cent, compared to 19 per cent 
last year. - Bloomberg News

The world’s biggest 

mining company will 
add more than 10tr 
cubic feet of gas 
resources through 
the purchase, J. 

Michael Yeager, CEO 

of BHP’s petroleum 

division said

NEW BUSINESS: The BHP Billiton headquarters in Melbourne, Australia. The Chesapeake transaction 
helps the company become a ‘very, very powerful petroleum’ producer, with natural gas assets in west-
ern Australia and stakes in US Gulf of Mexico oil projects. – Bloomberg News

Maqbool bin Ali Sultan
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At a time when the United States’ brick-and-mortar electronics 

retailers are increasingly feeling the squeeze from online sellers 

and discounters, the scene at the Best Buy store exemplifi ed what the 

company hoped would keep customers pushing through its glass doors: 

the service support, the personal touch of its sales staff  and the products 

on display that allow shoppers to see, touch and try. 

CHRISTINE HAUSER

A
t barely 10 a.m., holiday shopping was in full 

swing at a Best Buy on the Upper West Side. A 

harried father searched for a new Xbox for his 

children. A personal assistant picked up video 

game accessories for her boss’s twins. One 

young woman fi ddled with a coff eemaker, while another 

paid for a DVD player. Outside, parked along the curb, a Best 

Buy van displayed the slogan “to serve, install and repair.” 

Inside, one of Best Buy’s frontline salesmen, known as blue 

shirts for their uniforms, shouted to no one in particular 

across the vast showroom: “Anybody have any questions?” 

And moments later, to a couple trying out some laptops, he 

said: “You guys OK?”  

At a time when the United States’ brick-and-mortar elec-

tronics retailers are increasingly feeling the squeeze from 

online sellers and discounters, the scene at the Best Buy 

store exemplifi ed what the company hoped would keep cus-

tomers pushing through its glass doors: the service support, 

the personal touch of its sales staff  and the products on dis-

play that allow shoppers to see, touch and try. Its strategy, 

however, has not worked as well as envisioned in a recov-

ering economy. The challenges faced by electronics stores 

were highlighted this week when Best Buy, the world’s larg-

est consumer electronics retailer in revenue, reported that 

third-quarter net income fell 4.4 per cent, to $217 million, 

and sales fell 1.1 per cent, to $11.9 billion. 

Sales at stores open for more than a year declined fi ve 

per cent. The third-quarter results were below analysts’ 

forecasts and aff ected other stocks. Shares of Best Buy fell 

18 per cent after the results were announced. That was the 

biggest decline since August 2002, and other retailers like 

Hhgregg and RadioShack followed suit.  For the week, Best 

Buy shares lost 18 per cent, Hhgregg fell 14 per cent, and Ra-

dioShack fi ve per cent. 

“The market, which is already weak, is dramatically 

shifting away from stores and toward online,” said Colin 

A. McGranahan, a senior analyst at Sanford C. Bernstein & 

Company. “The online share of the market is now a critical 

mass, and the discount stores are also fi erce competitors 

and willing to sell the product at very low prices to get that 

customer through the door.” 

‘’You are also seeing another factor where people are go-

ing into Best Buy, getting advice on the product and then us-

ing smart phones to scan the Web for better deals,” he said. 

With the shift toward online destinations, electronics 

retailers need to adapt to the changing landscape, analysts 

say, even as they continue to open storefronts. Online sales 

in the United States are forecast to account for 20 per cent 

of total consumer electronics sales of $250 billion by the 

end of this year. ‘’Online has now gotten big enough to en-

croach on Best Buy,” McGranahan said. 

Best Buy reported for the fi rst time this year that it had 

started to lose market share. Sales of televisions, computers 

and video game software were weaker than expected, Brian 

J. Dunn, Best Buy’s chief executive, said this week. 

Separately, in a e-mail he added that the company off ered 

customers ‘’a place where they can talk to knowledgeable, 

unbiased and engaged salespeople who demonstrate the art 

of what’s possible” and help them make choices. 

Even so, new technology, like 3-D televisions that often 

need specialists to answer the questions of consumers, was 

not moving as briskly as hoped. Analysts said the company 

did not promote lower-tier products as aggressively as it 

should have. In general, sales were going to Amazon, Wal-

Mart, Target, Costco and Sears. 

‘’The results certainly signify how much competition 

consumer electronic retailers are facing from mass mer-

chants and larger online retailers,“ said R.J. Hottovy, direc-

tor of consumer research at Morningstar. “It is tough to see 

what the company is going to do,” he said. “I think that a lot 

of the worries lingering out there were exacerbated by the 

results.” Morningstar said it was reducing its fair value esti-

mate for the stock, raising questions about Best Buy’s abil-

ity to defend market share from mass merchants, especially 

while major suppliers like Apple expand their own outlets. 

‘’These factors support the viewpoint that Best Buy lacks an 

economic moat, in our view,” said the research note. 

Analysts downgraded their expectations for the fi scal 

year.  ‘’We whacked a billion in revenue out of our forecast, 

down to $50.2 billion in global sales,” McGranahan said, 

adding: “It was a pretty bad quarter. Sales declined more 

than we thought, and the outlook for the fourth is not great.” 

And Best Buy said in its third-quarter earnings news re-

lease that it was lowering its per-share outlook for the year.  

Even so, electronics and appliances retailers are still press-

ing ahead with new storefronts. Best Buy plans to open 50 

to 55 stores by the end of February. Hhgregg expects to open 

a store early next year in Pensacola, Fla., and up to 45 more 

in fi scal 2012. Company offi  cials declined to be interviewed 

before the end of the current quarter on December 31. 

Analysts still question how the surviving electronics 

retailers can adapt in an industry that has already seen its 

share of bankruptcies, like Circuit City’s. While Best Buy is 

testing new products, like fi tness equipment and electronic 

scooters, it might have to shift to smaller stores, Hottovy 

said.  ‘’They have got to change their business model,” he 

said. “They are throwing anything against the wall to see 

if it will work.” A spokeswoman for Best Buy, Susan Busch, 

said the company planned to accelerate the use of its ‘’ro-

bust” online off erings. “Best Buy’s online channel had more 

than 40 million site visits from Thanksgiving through Cy-

ber Monday,” she said in an e-mail. 

Analysts note that the company and other stand-alone 

retailers are banking on what they see as the competitive 

advantage of in-store expertise. But some fear customers 

will go to a store to get advice about a product, only to buy 

it online or at a better price with discounters.  McGranahan 

said he suspected there was still a market for the personal 

touch. ‘’I don’t think 100 per cent of consumer electronics 

are going to be sold online,” he said. “There are still a lot 

of people who want to see it, touch it, feel it, take it home 

today.”  On a recent morning, Gregory D. Shufro went to a 

RadioShack on Manhattan’s Upper West Side to inspect a 

coaxial cable before buying it. ‘’That is something you can’t 

do online,” he said.  — The New York Times News Service

The market, which is already weak, is 

dramatically shifting away from stores and 

toward online. The online share of the market 

is now a critical mass, and the discount stores 

are also fierce competitors and willing to 

sell the product at very low prices to get that 

customer through the door. 

Colin A. McGranahan

Senior analyst at Sanford C. Bernsteine

FEELS THE PRESSURE OF RIVALS ON THE W
EB
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MARKET
India’s billionaire
‘heroes’ get humbled 

NEW DELHI: One of the most tell-
ing images from the frenzied media 
coverage of India’s corruption scan-
dals in recent months was billion-
aire telecom tycoon Anil Ambani 
emerging from the federal police 
headquarters after questioning. 

The reputation of the country’s ti-
tans of industry has taken a beating 
over a rash of graft cases, and with it 
has come the risk of a backlash over 
their murky links to politicians. 

Once seen as invincible, even he-
roes, big businessmen were lauded 
for freeing India from the bureau-
cratic shackles of a planned econo-
my into a globalised world and they 
were often feted in Bollywood as 
good guys battling corrupt offi  cials. 

That is changing. 
“The interrogation of Ambani 

would never have happened fi ve or 
10 years ago,” said Siddharth Vara-
darajan, strategic aff airs editor at 
the Hindu newspaper, who has writ-
ten on the scandals. “Society at large 
had grown to admire these people. 
People are now associating busi-
ness with corruption as never in the 
past.” The scandals, which include 
the alleged sale of some telecom 
licenses for kickbacks, come after 
two decades of reform that opened 
up the economy and spawned dra-
matic corporate growth. 

In a country where more than 
450 million people live in poverty, 
around 50 billionaires account for 
20 per cent of India’s GDP and 80 
per cent of stock market capitali-
sation, according to a 2009 Asian 
Development Bank report, which 
warned that an excessive concentra-

tion of power could hinder growth 
and reforms.  In 2010, there were 
six Indian industrialists on Forbes.
com’s list of the world’s top 50 bil-
lionaires. 

Greater scrutiny
The risks now for companies are 
greater judicial and media scrutiny 
and stricter enforcement of regula-
tions: the upside for foreign inves-
tors may be greater transparency. 

“What industrialist has gone to 
jail in the last 10 years? Until now 
the big industrialists, and politi-
cians, the bad ones, could get away 
with what they wanted,” said bil-
lionaire Rahul Bajaj, chairman of 
Bajaj Auto and an Indian lawmaker. 

“In terms of corruption ... this will 
continue for many years but we have 
reached the bottom of the pit,” Bajaj 
told Reuters. “I am not saying they 
are saints but willy nilly they are 
being forced to put their house in or-
der.”  Ambani, owner of No. 2 mobile 
carrier Reliance Communications 
, denies wrongdoing in the telecom 
case.  Ambani’s grilling was part of a 
growing probe in which one telecom 
executive was arrested and others, 

including billionaire Prashant Ruia, 
chief executive of the Essar Group 
business house, were questioned.  
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh 
and his government have come un-
der unprecedented attack and his 
former telecom minister has been 
arrested.  One of the clearest signals 
of change came earlier this month 
when, in an unprecedented state-
ment, the Supreme Court told the 
Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI): “We have a large number of 
people who think themselves to be 
above the law. You must catch all of 
them. Merely because a person is in 
the Forbes list of millionaires and 
billionaires does not matter.” 

A reputation tainted? 
Indian entrepreneurs are widely re-
spected for innovation and business 
acumen. The rise of a globalised, 
corporate India with the likes of 
software leader Infosys have helped 
spur growth rates to near double 
digits over the last few years. 

Most companies are not tainted 
by corruption, and Indian execu-
tives have long enjoyed the image 
of being more innovative than the 

bureaucrats-cum-businessmen in 
rival China.  Other wealthy busi-
nessmen are also lawmakers, in-
cluding airline baron Vijay Mallya 
and Naveen Jindal, managing direc-
tor of Jindal Steel and Power . 

But a Who’s Who of corporate 
India has now been mired in contro-
versy in the past year. 

Even the icon of India, Ratan Tata, 
went to court to stop the release of 
leaked taped conversations of lobby-
ist Nira Radia and top industrialists, 
politicians and journalists, with talk 
of swinging deals, granting favours 
and ministers taking bribes. 

The tapes published in local me-
dia showed Radia, whose lobby com-
pany represents Tata and Mukesh 
Ambani, speaking to politicians to 
ensure Andimuthu Raja was ap-
pointed telecom minister.

Raja is now under arrest over the 
graft case.   The founder of Satyam 
Computer was arrested in an ac-
counting fraud — software services 
had previously been seen as one of 
India’s cleanest sectors — and the 
head of India’s $4 billion cricket 
premier league was fi red over al-
leged irregularities. — Reuters

The reputation of the 
country’s titans of 
industry has taken a 
beating over a rash 
of graft cases, and 

with it has come the 

risk of a backlash

over their murky

links to politicians

Google competitor 
fi les EU anti-trust 
complaint over ads 
BRUSSELS: Google, the world’s 
leading search engine, blocks 
smaller competitors from generat-
ing advertising revenue, a competi-
tor said in a complaint to European 
Union (EU) regulators.

1PlusV sent a complaint to the 
European Commission yesterday 
claiming Google refused to allow 
so-called vertical search sites to 
use its advertising service, the 
French web publisher said.

“1PlusV accuses Google of pur-
suing a strategy of foreclosure 
against vertical search engines,” 
the company said in a statement. 
Vertical search engines limit their 
answers to one category, such as 
travel information. Google, Micro-
soft’s Bing and others off er hori-
zontal search engines that comb all 
categories for information.

Google also appears to give pref-
erential treatment to its Google 
Books pages in searches and in-
cludes some websites in its search 
results without their consent, 
1PlusV said in a statement. The 
EU is already investigating Goog-
le over claims it discriminated 
against other services in its search 
results and stopped some websites 
from accepting rival ads. Micro-
soft’s Ciao from Bing was among 
those that made that complaint.

Google will “continue to work 
cooperatively with the European 
Commission, explaining many as-
pects of our business,” Al Verney, 
a spokesman for Google in Brus-
sels, said in an e-mailed statement. 
There’s always “room for improve-
ment and so we’ll be working with 
the commission to address any 
concerns.”

‘Careful analysis’
The EU’s anti-trust probe of Goog-
le required “careful analysis” to 
make “a thorough assessment of 
the allegations” against the com-
pany, Joaquin Almunia, the EU’s 
competition commissioner, said 
earlier this month.

1PlusV’s complaint follows one 
it made a year ago to EU regulators 
for its legal search site ejustice.
fr, which it said was “blacklisted” 
from Google’s search results three 
times. That had a “catastrophic” 
eff ect on the site’s traffi  c and it 
was never able to recapture its ini-
tial popularity even after making 
changes that Google recommend-
ed, the company said.

1PlusV’s music search site e-
musicpro.fr and cultural guide 
eguides.fr were also removed from 
search rankings in a similar way, 
the company said. Some pages 
from those sites were relisted 
since the company fi led its fi rst 
complaint, it says.

Search terms
Google is “an inescapable interme-
diary” for all Internet sites that plan 
to cover their costs by generating 
advertising revenue, the company 
said. Having your site appear high 
up in Google’s search results is “an 
essential pre-condition” for a site’s 
viability, 1PlusV said.

Google sells advertising linked 
to search terms. Ads accounted for 
96 per cent of the Mountain View, 
California-based company’s reve-
nue in 2010, or about $28.2 billion.

Google’s AdSense “is the only 
really eff ective way of obtaining 
targeted advertising on a search 
engine,” the French fi rm said. 
Google’s policy compelled it to use 
Google’s custom search engine in-
stead, it said.

The complaint also said Google 
violates web guidelines and dis-
regards some websites’ warnings 
not to list their content in search 
results, including pages from the 
French senate website, France’s 
competition authority and the EU-
backed online library Europeana. 
This gives Google’s search results 
an unfair advantage over rivals, 
1PlusV said. By showing Google 
Books pages in its search results, 
the company may be violating the 
search engine’s own anti-spam 
rules, 1PlusV said.

Amadeu Altafaj, a spokesman 
for the European Commission, de-
clined to immediately comment.  — 

Bloomberg News

E U R O P E A N  U N I O N

Apple’s next-generation iPad may 
be delayed until June: Broker’s note

SINGAPORE: Apple’s shipments 
of a new version of its iPad tablet 
computer may be delayed to June 
from April because of “production 
bottlenecks” at manufacturer Hon 
Hai Precision Industry, Yuanta Se-
curities said.

The delay arose after Cupertino, 
California-based Apple made de-
sign changes before the Lunar New 
Year, according to a report by Vin-
cent Chen and Alison Chen, ana-
lysts at Yuanta.

Jill Tan, an Apple spokeswoman 
in Hong Kong, declined to com-
ment on the report. Edmund Ding, 
a spokesman for Hon Hai, didn’t 
answer calls to his Taiwan and 
China mobile phones.

“Our checks suggest new issues 
are being encountered with the 
new production and it is taking 
time to resolve them,” said Chen in 
the report.

“As a number of Android 3.0 tab-
lets are being launched in April and 
May, the delay in iPad 2 shipments 
may give the Android camp a brief 

window of opportunity,” he further 
added in the note.

Hon Hai, the Taipei-based con-
tract manufacturer for Apple, 
dropped 2.2 per cent to NT$111.50 
at the close of Taipei trading, the 
lowest level since December 2.

Two-month delay
A two-month delay in introduc-
ing the iPad could lower the tablet 
computer’s shipments to 23 million 
units this year, as compared with 
the brokerage’s current forecast of 
30.6 million, according to the re-
port. The iPad, introduced in April, 
accounted for 17 per cent of sales 
last quarter. The company has sold 
more than 15 million iPads so far, 
Vice-President Eddy Cue said on 
February 2. The iPhone is Apple’s 
top-selling product, accounting for 
39 per cent of revenue last fi scal 
year, according to data compiled by 
Bloomberg.

Apple started producing an up-
dated version of the iPad, the Wall 
Street Journal reported earlier this 

month citing unidentifi ed people 
familiar with the matter.

Faster chips
The new version is thinner, lighter, 
has more memory and uses faster 
chips than its predecessor, the 
newspaper said. It also has a front-
facing camera that would enable 
videoconferencing, the Journal 
said.

Samsung Electronics, HTC and 
Hewlett-Packard are also off ering 
tablets to compete with Apple. Glo-
bal shipments of tablet devices will 
more than double this year, led by 
Apple and Google’s Android-based 
models, according to researcher 
IDC. The iPad faces intensifying 
competition from Android tablets 
made by Samsung, Motorola Mo-
bility Holdings and Acer. The Ap-
ple product accounted for 75 per 
cent of global tablet shipments last 
quarter, according to research fi rm 
Strategy Analytics.

Android tablets captured 22 per 
cent of the market. — Bloomberg News

P R O D U C T I O N  H U R D L E S

FACING A TOUGH TIME: Anil Ambani, chairman of Reliance Power. 
One of the most telling images from the frenzied media coverage of 
India’s corruption scandals in recent months was billionaire telecom 
tycoon Anil Ambani emerging from the federal police headquarters 
after questioning. — Bloomberg News

SLEEK: The New York Times 
website is displayed on an Ap-
ple iPad tablet computer in New 
York. Apple’s shipments of a new 
version of its iPad tablet compu-
ter may be delayed to June from 
April because of “production bot-
tlenecks” at manufacturer Hon 
Hai Precision Industry, Yuanta 
Securities said. — Bloomberg News

The interrogation of 

Ambani would never

have happened five or 10 

years ago. Society

at large had grown to 

admire these people. 

People are now 

associating business

with corruption as

never in the past

Siddharth Varadarajan
Strategic Affairs Editor, Hindu



C6   W E D N E S DAY,  F E B RUA RY  2 3,  2 0 1 1

MARKET

MUMBAI: Indian stocks dropped 
on concern surging oil prices amid 
instability in the Middle East and 
North Africa will fan infl ation and 
prompt further increases in interest 
rates in the South Asian nation.

Hero Honda Motors, the coun-
try’s biggest motorcycle maker, sank 
to its lowest in 18 months. HDFC 
Bank, the second-largest private 
lender, lost 2.9 per cent. Oil jumped 
to the highest in more than two years 
as violence escalated in Libya, stok-
ing concern crude supplies will be 
disrupted. Reliance Industries, the 
largest company by market value, 
surged three per cent after agreeing 
to sell stakes in 23 oil areas to BP.

The oil rally “can lead to price 
rises and will make controlling in-
fl ation tougher,” said D.K. Aggarwal, 
who manages about $100 million as 
chairman of SMC Wealth Manage-
ment Services in New Delhi. “Some 
investors would like to book profi ts 
as the outlook is unclear.”

The Bombay Stock Exchange’s 
Sensitive Index, or Sensex, lost 
142.15, or 0.8 per cent, to 18,296.16 
at the 3:30pm close in Mumbai. 
The S&P CNX Nifty Index on the 
National Stock Exchange dropped 
0.9 per cent to 5,469.20. The BSE 
200 Index retreated 0.9 per cent 

to 2,243.93. Hero Honda lost 3.4 
per cent to Rs1,390.55, its lowest 
close since August 2009. HDFC 
Bank led declines among fi nancial 
companies, dropping 2.9 per cent 
to Rs2,138.45, its biggest decline in 
more than three weeks.

Reliance Industries Ltd. advanced 
three per cent to 984.85, its steepest 
climb since December 10. BP agreed 
to pay $7.2 billion for stakes in 23 
blocks in India from Reliance. It will 
acquire a 30 per cent interest in the 
blocks as well as form a venture with 

Reliance to market gas, the London-
based company said in a statement 
on Monday.

Reliance’s stock yesterday was 
upgraded to “buy” from “hold” at 
Antique Stock Broking following 
the agreement.

Overseas funds bought a net 
Rs2.45 billion of Indian equities on 
February 18, paring total outfl ows 
from equities this year to Rs66.6 bil-
lion, according to data on the web-
site of the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India.  — Bloomberg News

I N D I A  S T O C K S

SENSEX WATCH
Jai Corp .....................176.35 .........17.57
Cairn India .............. 329.65 .......... 3.29
HDIL ......................... 154.35 ........... 3.11
Titan Inds ............. 3476.20 .......... 3.02
RIL ............................. 985.05 .......... 2.98

Baffi  n Engr ...................0.38 .......-15.79 
Charms Inds ................ 6.74 ...... -13.80 
KZ Leasing ................... 7.59 .......-13.18 
INTERSTATE ............ 0.74 .......-12.16 
JHS Svendgaard .......86.10 ...... -10.80

Hero Honda leads Sensex fall

C R U D E  O I L  P R I C E  *

Type .................. Delivery .......Price
Oman Crude .......(Spot)..... ... $103.62

Dubai Crude ........(Spot).... ... $103.35

Murban Crude ....(Spot).... ... $106.56

Arabian Light .......(Spot)... ......$89.76

Arabian Heavy .....(Spot)... ..... $85.66

N.Sea Brent. ...........(Spot).. ... $106.70

West Texas Int......... (Spot).........$86.20

* Rates as of Feb 22 Source: Bloomberg

C U R R E N C Y  R A T E S  *

Forex rates vs RO1*
US Dollar  ........................................ 2.58
Euro  ...................................................1.89
Pound .................................................1.59
Indian Rs ..................................... 116.50
Pak Rs ...........................................219.30
Bangla Taka ................................ 181.82

Draft rates (RO1)*
Indian Rs ......................................117.15

Pakistan Rs ................................ 220.25

Sri Lanka Rs .............................. 286.55

Bangla Taka ................................184.85

Phil Peso ...................................... 112.15

Source: BankMuscat
* Rates are as of February 22

Source: Oman UAE Exchange Centre
* Rates as of February 22

G O L D  P R I C E S  *

Muscat 24ct per gm (RO) ......... 17.55

Muscat 22ct per gm (RO).......... 16.70      

10 Tola Bar Muscat (RO) .......... 2046

Dubai 24ct per gm (Dh)  .........168.50 

Dubai 22ct per gm (Dh) ....       158.00

10 Tola Bar Dubai (Dh) ........... 19400

Source: Atlas Jewellery
* Rates as of February 22
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Sensex 18,296.16 -142.15
Current sensexPrevious close

Source: www.bseindia.com

Indian rupee 
declines
MUMBAI: India’s rupee fell the 
most in seven weeks on concern 
the nation’s imports will become 
more expensive after Libya’s 
escalating political crisis sent 
crude-oil prices to the highest 
level since 2008.

The currency snapped a three-
day advance as the price of oil 
on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange jumped 8.5 per cent, 
threatening to widen India’s 
current-account defi cit that is 
already at a record. Asia’s third-
largest economy imports almost 
75 per cent of the oil it uses.

“The rupee is facing bearish 
pressure as Libya adds fuel to 
concern about oil prices getting 
out of hand,” said Mumbai-based 
Babu. “It may weaken further this 
week.” The rupee declined 0.6 per 
cent to 45.27 per dollar as of the 
5pm close in Mumbai, according 
to data compiled by Bloomberg. 
That is the biggest drop since 
January 5. It may drop as low as 
45.80 this week, Babu predicted.

The shortfall in India’s cur-
rent-account, the broadest meas-
ure of trade and investment fl ows, 
widened to $15.8 billion in the 
quarter ended on September 30, 
according to latest government 
data. Off shore forwards indicate 
the rupee will trade at 46.00 to 
the dollar in three months, com-
pared with expectations of 45.83 
on Monday.  — Bloomberg News

C U R R E N C Y

KARACHI: Pakistan’s bench-
mark stock index, the Karachi 
Stock Exchange 100 Index, fell 
2.64 per cent at the close.

The index of 100 companies 
traded on the Karachi Stock Ex-
change fell 315.30 to 11,649.38. 
Among the stocks in the index, 
six rose, 86 fell and eight were 
unchanged.

Declines in the Karachi Stock 
Exchange 100 Index were led by 
Oil & Gas Development, Fauji 
Fertilizer and National Bank.

Pakistan Oilfi elds, which fell 
Rs9.59 to Rs297.23, was the most 
active stock by value in Pakistan.

Other active issues were Engro, 
which fell Rs6.81 to Rs210.43 and 
Fauji Fertilizer, which fell Rs4.51 
to Rs115.09. — Bloomberg News

Shares drop 
marginally

P A K I S T A N  S T O C K S

INDICES
Index .................................................High .................Low ..................... Value ............... Prev . Value.......... Diff  ...............Diff  %
MSM30 Index ....................................... 6,848.87 ............... 6,729.12 ................... 6,729.83 ...................6,830.35 ............. -100.52 .................. -1.47
Banks and Investment Index ...........8,002.02 ...............7,826.90 ................... 7,826.90 .................. 8,002.02 .............. -175.12 .................. -2.19
Services and Insurance Index ......... 2,920.98 .............. 2,876.66 ................... 2,876.66 ................... 2,915.36 ................-38.70 .................. -1.33
Industry Index ....................................... 7,357.80 ................7,217.13 ....................7,221.37 ................... 7,347.08 .............. -125.71 ...................-1.71

Trading Summary
Volume ................ Turnover ..........Trades .............. Market Cap............. Up ............Down ............. Equal .........Sec. Traded
13,306,003 ................. 6,808,658 .................2,394 ............................................................... 3 ..................... 35 .................... 15 .........................53

Index 
edges  
lower

O M A N  S T O C K S

MUSCAT
SECURITIES MARKET

SHARE PRICE BULLETIN FOR TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22

REGULAR MARKET ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Security Name .................................................... Volume .....Turnover ... Trades ......... High .........Low ..........Close ......... Prev. .......... Diff . ............ Diff  .............Last  ..........Last ............ Last ................ Market Cap .........Par
........................................................................................................................................................................................ Pr. ............ Close ........... RO ............... % .................Pr ..............Bid ............ Off er ............................................value

BANK DHOFAR................................................................ 154,434 ............117,005...............18 ............ 0.765 .......... 0.750 ............ 0.758..............0.750 ............ 0.008 ............. 1.067...............0.765 ............ 0.755 ..............0.758 ............. 616,667,249.472 ........ 0.100
NATIONAL BANK OF OMAN .................................... 771,494 ...........255,933.............. 38 ............0.338 ......... 0.330 ............0.332 .............0.331 ............ 0.001 .............0.302 ............. 0.330 ............ 0.328 ............. 0.330 ............358,892,000.000 ........ 0.100
SOHAR POWER ................................................................. 10,000 ..............16,263...............15 ............ 1.630 ...........1.610 ............ 1.626..............1.623 ............ 0.003 ............. 0.185...............1.610 ............ 1.600 ..............1.610 ..............45,202,800.000 ........ 1.000
AL BATINAH DEV. INV. HOLDING ........................... 86,700 ................4,966...............16 ............0.059 ......... 0.054 ............ 0.057 .............0.057 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ............. 0.059 ............ 0.056 ..............0.059 .................3,420,000.000 ........ 0.100
FINANCIAL SERVICES ................................................. 50,000 ................5,500.................4 ............ 0.110 .......... 0.110 ............ 0.110 ..............0.110 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ..............0.110 ............ 0.108 ..............0.110 ................. 7,150,000.000 ........ 0.100
MAJAN COLLEGE ...............................................................5,000 ................ 1,475................. 1 ............0.295 ......... 0.295 ............0.295 .............0.295 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ............. 0.295 ............0.000 ..............0.295 .................8,850,000.000 ........ 0.100
NATIONAL GAS ...................................................................... 450 ................2,395.................3 ............5.400 ......... 5.300 ............ 5.495 .............5.495 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ............. 5.300 ............ 5.250 ............. 5.300 ...............12,089,000.000 ........ 1.000
OMAN NATIONAL ENGINE. INVT. .............................1,000 ................... 520................. 1 ............0.520 ......... 0.520 ............0.520 ............ 0.520 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ............. 0.520 ............ 0.500 ............. 0.520 .............. 31,200,000.000 ........ 0.100
PORT SER. CORPORATION ........................................... 2,000 ................ 1,139.................2 ............0.570 ......... 0.569 ............0.568 .............0.568 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ............. 0.570 ............ 0.570 ..............0.574 ...............53,982,720.000 ........ 0.100
SHELL OMAN MARKETING ............................................. 735 ................ 1,764................. 1 ............2.400 ......... 2.400 ............2.470 .............2.470 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ............. 2.400 ............ 2.351 ............. 2.420 ............234,650,000.000 ........ 0.100
RAYSUT CEMENT ..........................................................131,427 ........... 150,377.............. 55 ............ 1.170 ...........1.130 ............ 1.144 ..............1.152 ........... -0.008 ........... -0.694 .............1.140 .............1.133...............1.140 ........... 228,800,000.000 ........ 0.100
ACWA POWER BARKA ...................................................... 1,250 ................ 1,738.................3 ............1.390.......... 1.390 ............ 1.390 .............1.400 ............-0.010 ........... -0.714 ............. 1.390 ............ 1.380 ..............1.390 ..............44,480,000.000 ........ 0.500
OMAN OIL MARKETING .............................................. 18,000 ..............23,555.................9 ............1.320.......... 1.300 ............ 1.309 .............1.320 ............-0.011 ........... -0.833............. 1.300 ............ 1.300 ..............1.320 .............. 80,208,975.000 ........ 0.100
AHLI BANK ...................................................................... 402,982 ............130,136...............71 ............0.340 ......... 0.320 ............0.323 .............0.326 ........... -0.003 ...........-0.920 ............ 0.334 ............ 0.324 ............. 0.334 ............ 230,100,230.968 ........ 0.100
OMAN CEMENT ..............................................................229,791 ............ 137,351.............. 49 ............0.604 ......... 0.595 ............0.598 .............0.605 ........... -0.007 ............-1.157 ............. 0.600 ............ 0.595 ............. 0.600 ............. 197,861,880.580 ........ 0.100
OMAN AND EMIRATES INV. OM ............................ 168,582 ..............28,621...............16 ............ 0.172 .......... 0.164 ............ 0.170 .............0.172 ........... -0.002 ........... -1.163 ..............0.168 ............ 0.162 ..............0.167 ............... 10,359,375.000 ........ 0.100
AL JAZEERA SERVICES.............................................. 288,815 ............. 59,369.............. 62 ............0.209 ......... 0.205 ............0.206 ............ 0.209 ........... -0.003 ........... -1.435 ............. 0.209 ............0.206 ............. 0.208 ...............12,608,080.238 ........ 0.100
OMAN TELECOMMUNICATION ............................571,132 ...........704,560............ 120 ............ 1.259 .......... 1.220 ............ 1.234 .............1.254 ........... -0.020 ........... -1.595 ............. 1.225 ............ 1.229 ..............1.230 ............925,500,000.000 ........ 0.100
AL ANWAR  CERAMIC TILES ................................... 194,297 ..............65,772.............. 25 ............0.345 ......... 0.335 ............0.339 .............0.345 ........... -0.006 ........... -1.739 ............. 0.335 ............ 0.333 ..............0.335 ...............55,000,404.459 ........ 0.100
OMAN FISHERIES........................................................... 20,400 ................ 2,315.................6 ............ 0.114 ...........0.113 ............ 0.113 ..............0.115 ........... -0.002 ........... -1.739 ..............0.113 ............ 0.112 ..............0.114 ...............14,125,000.000 ........ 0.100
OMAN INTERNATIONAL BANK ............................432,100 ........... 114,300.............. 36 ............0.270 ......... 0.260 ............0.265 .............0.270 ........... -0.005 ........... -1.852 ............. 0.270 ............ 0.262 ............. 0.269 .............242,013,152.700 ........ 0.100
OMAN INVESTMENT AND FINANCE ................. 291,552 ..............61,074.............. 63 ............ 0.213.......... 0.203 ............0.209 .............0.213 ........... -0.004 ........... -1.878 ............. 0.205 ............ 0.203 ............. 0.205 .............. 25,080,000.000 ........ 0.100
OMAN CABLES INDUSTRY ......................................... 30,400 ............. 36,389...............16 ............1.220 ......... 1.160 ............ 1.197 ..............1.220 ........... -0.023 ........... -1.885 ..............1.210 .............1.165...............1.200 .............107,370,900.000 ........ 0.100
NAWRAS..............................................................................915,217 ........... 705,461............230 ............ 0.778 .......... 0.765 ............ 0.771 ..............0.787 ............-0.016 ........... -2.033 .............0.766 ............ 0.766 ..............0.775 .............501,878,001.330 ........ 0.100
BANK SOHAR ................................................................... 629,591 ........... 116,062.............. 58 ............ 0.186.......... 0.183 ............ 0.184 .............0.188 ........... -0.004 ........... -2.128 ............. 0.184 ............ 0.182 ..............0.184 ............184,000,000.000 ........ 0.100
DHOFAR CATTLE FEED ............................................... 63,050 ................ 8,310...............19 ............ 0.135 .......... 0.130 ............ 0.132 .............0.135 ........... -0.003 ...........-2.222 ............ 0.130 ............ 0.126 ..............0.130 .................9,240,000.000 ........ 0.100
NAT.  ALUMINIUM PRODUCTS .............................. 191,044 ........... 100,896.............. 70 ............ 0.541.......... 0.519 ............0.528 .............0.541 ............-0.013 ........... -2.403 .............0.519 ............ 0.519 ............. 0.520 ................ 17,725,725.600 ........ 0.100
GALFAR ENGINEERING AND CON. .......................547,754 ........... 308,745.............161 ............0.584 ......... 0.557 ............0.564 .............0.579 ............-0.015 ........... -2.591 ............. 0.557 ............ 0.558 ............. 0.560 ............130,284,000.000 ........ 0.100
GULF INT. CHEMICALS.............................................. 173,298 ............. 38,959.............. 40 ............0.228 ......... 0.221 ............0.225 .............0.231 ........... -0.006 ........... -2.597............. 0.223 ............ 0.223 ............. 0.227 .................4,725,000.000 ........ 0.100
RENAISSANCE SERVICES ........................................663,999 ........... 805,108............ 173 ............ 1.274 .......... 1.200 ............ 1.213 ..............1.249 ........... -0.036 ........... -2.882 ............ 1.205 ............ 1.200 ..............1.205 .............342,180,572.702 ........ 0.100
GLOBAL FINANCIAL INVESTMENT ...................293,836 ..............19,424.............. 35 ............0.069 ......... 0.065 ............0.066 .............0.068 ........... -0.002 ........... -2.941 ............. 0.066 ............ 0.065 ..............0.066 ...............19,800,000.000 ........ 0.100
OMINVEST.......................................................................... 10,000 ................4,874.................6 ............0.495 ......... 0.480 ............0.487 ............ 0.502 ............-0.015 ........... -2.988 ............ 0.495 ............ 0.481 ..............0.489 .............112,010,000.000 ........ 0.100
OMAN UNITED INSURANCE ................................... 859,106 ...........134,390............ 139 ............0.160.......... 0.154 ............ 0.156..............0.161 ........... -0.005 ........... -3.106 ..............0.154 ............ 0.155 ..............0.157 ...............15,600,000.000 ........ 0.100
AL ANWAR HOLDING .................................................. 483,739 ............. 58,346.............. 69 ............0.124.......... 0.120 ............ 0.121 ..............0.125 ........... -0.004 ...........-3.200 ............ 0.120 ............ 0.120 ..............0.122 .............. 14,520,000.000 ........ 0.100
BANK MUSCAT ........................................................... 2,465,950 ....... 2,233,846............453 ............0.935 ......... 0.899 ............0.906 .............0.937 ............-0.031 ........... -3.308 ............ 0.908 ............ 0.908 ............. 0.909 ..........1,219,853,932.464 ........ 0.100
VOLTAMP ENERGY .........................................................38,895 ............. 25,056.............. 23 ............0.668 ......... 0.630 ............0.644 .............0.668 ........... -0.024 ........... -3.593 ............. 0.668 ............ 0.637 ..............0.667 .............. 35,420,000.000 ........ 0.100
GULF INVESTMENT SER. ..........................................413,211 ............. 32,659.............. 49 ............0.080 ......... 0.078 ............0.079 ............ 0.082 ........... -0.003 ........... -3.659 ............. 0.078 ............ 0.078 ..............0.079 ..................4,648,614.143 ........ 0.100
CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS IND. ......................361,754 ..............23,613.............. 39 ............0.066 ......... 0.063 ............0.065 .............0.068 ........... -0.003 ........... -4.412 ............. 0.063 ............ 0.063 ..............0.066 .................5,525,000.000 ........ 0.100
OMAN CHLORINE ............................................................20,651 ................8,874.................8 ............0.433 ......... 0.425 ............0.430 .............0.450 ........... -0.020 ...........-4.444 ............ 0.433 ............ 0.433 ............. 0.444 ................25,297,116.290 ........ 0.100
ONIC. HOLDING ............................................................. 260,216 ............. 84,947............ 105 ............0.339 ......... 0.320 ............0.326 .............0.343 ............-0.017 ........... -4.956 ............ 0.320 ............ 0.318 ............. 0.320 ...............53,843,790.000 ........ 0.100
AL JAZEERA STEEL PRODUCTS .............................150,737 ..............45,491.............. 22 ............0.305 ......... 0.295 ............0.302 .............0.318 ............-0.016 ........... -5.031 ............. 0.300 ............0.300 ............. 0.304 ................ 37,719,183.920 ........ 0.100
TRANSGULF IND. INV. HOLDING........................... 147,181 ................ 9,931.............. 26 ............0.070 ......... 0.066 ............0.067 .............0.071 ........... -0.004 ........... -5.634............. 0.067 ............ 0.066 ..............0.067 .................4,480,625.000 ........ 0.100
UNITED FINANCE ...........................................................21,999 ................1,484.................6 ............0.068 ......... 0.067 ............0.067 .............0.073 ........... -0.006 ........... -8.219 ............. 0.068 ............ 0.067 ..............0.068 ............... 16,750,805.340 ........ 0.100
Sum: .................................................................................12,573,769 ........6,688,991.........2,361 .................   ....................  ......................   .......................   ...................... .......................   ........................ .......................  ........................   ................................................. .............. 
  ........................................................................................ Traded Sec. ......................43...................   ................   ....................  ......................   .......................   ...................... .......................   ........................ .......................  ........................   ................................................. .............. 

    PARALLEL MARKET ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
AL KAMIL POWER  COMPANY ........................................ 500 ................... 865................. 1 ............ 1.730 .......... 1.730 ............ 1.730 ..............1.730 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ..............1.730 ............ 1.700 ..............1.900 ............... 16,651,250.000 ........ 1.000
GULF MUSHROOM  PRODUCTS ................................ 4,000 ................2,010.................2 ............ 0.510.......... 0.495 ............ 0.511 ..............0.511 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ............. 0.495 ............0.000 ..............0.510 ................. 9,565,920.000 ........ 0.100
MUSCAT THREAD MILLS ......................................... 683,836 ..............95,737.................2 ............0.140 ......... 0.140 ............ 0.140 .............0.140 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ............. 0.140 ............0.000 ..............0.140 ..................1,127,000.000 ........ 0.100
OMAN FIBER OPTIC ................................................................11 ..................... 40................. 1 ............3.630 ......... 3.630 ............3.300 ............ 3.300 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ............. 3.630 ............ 3.630 ............. 0.000 ...............12,042,607.500 ........ 1.000
OMAN MEDICAL PROJECTS ........................................4,090 ...................294.................5 ............0.072 ......... 0.072 ............0.080 ............ 0.080 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ............. 0.072 ............0.000 ..............0.072 ................. 6,659,662.240 ........ 0.100
SALALAH BEACH RESORT ................................................ 117 ....................167................. 1 ............ 1.430.......... 1.430 ............ 1.430 .............1.430 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ............. 1.430 ............ 1.430 ............. 0.000 ................. 8,937,500.000 ........ 1.000
ASAFFA FOODS.................................................................... 6,010 ................2,582.................4 ............0.430 ......... 0.429 ............0.430 .............0.450 ........... -0.020 ...........-4.444 ............ 0.429 ............ 0.416 ..............0.425 ..............43,000,000.000 ........ 0.100
OMAN TEXTILE HOLDING ......................................... 21,500 ...............17,178...............13 ............0.805 ......... 0.780 ............ 0.799 ............ 0.849 ........... -0.050 ........... -5.889............. 0.794 ............ 0.775 ..............0.796 .................4,794,000.000 ........ 1.000
Sum: ......................................................................................720,064 ............118,874.............. 29 .................   ....................  ......................   .......................   ...................... .......................   ........................ .......................  ........................   ................................................. .............. 
  ........................................................................................ Traded Sec. ........................ 8...................   ................   ....................  ......................   .......................   ...................... .......................   ........................ .......................  ........................   ................................................. .............. 

THIRD MARKET .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Al AHLIA CONVERTING IND ..................................... 12,000 ................... 612................. 1 ............ 0.051 .......... 0.051 ............ 0.100 .............0.100 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ..............0.051 ............ 0.051 ..............0.085 .................1,000,000.000 ........ 0.100
Sum: ........................................................................................ 12,000 ................... 612................. 1 .................   ....................  ......................   .......................   ...................... .......................   ........................ .......................  ........................   ................................................. .............. 
  ........................................................................................ Traded Sec. .........................1...................   ................   ....................  ......................   .......................   ...................... .......................   ........................ .......................  ........................   ................................................. .............. 

 BONDS MARKET .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
BANK MUSCAT CONVERTABLE BONDS7 ..................170 ................... 180.................3 ............ 1.070.......... 1.060 ............ 1.068 .............1.068 ............ 0.000 .............0.000 ..............1.070 ............ 1.070 ............. 0.000 ................34,511,363.748 ........ 1.000
Sum: ...............................................................................................170 ................... 180.................3 .................   ....................  ......................   .......................   ...................... .......................   ........................ .......................  ........................   ................................................. .............. 
  ........................................................................................ Traded Sec. .........................1...................   ................   ....................  ......................   .......................   ...................... .......................   ........................ .......................  ........................   ................................................. .............. 

Wal-Mart 
sales slide

NEW YORK: Wal-Mart Stores, 
the world’s biggest retailer, posted 
a seventh straight quarterly sales 
decline at its US stores, falling 
short of its own projections for the 
holiday period.

Sales at US stores open at least a 
year fell 1.8 per cent in the quarter 
ended on January 28, Wal-Mart 
said in a statement today. Chief 
Executive Offi  cer Mike Duke said 
in October that US comparable 
sales would be “positive.” Analysts 
projected a 0.2 per cent drop, on 
average, according to a Bloomb-
erg survey. Duke put thousands of 

products back on shelves, off ered 
$5 Barbie dolls to holiday shop-
pers, and began focusing on small-
er stores to lure back US consum-
ers living paycheck to paycheck. 
That strategy has so far failed to 
win back enough lower-income 
customers, according to Charles 
Grom, a JPMorgan Chase analyst 
in New York.

“Wal-Mart’s sales have re-
mained under pressure as the 
company’s core customer remains 
under duress,” Grom said in a re-
port last week to clients, in which 
he cut the rating on the shares to 
“neutral.” “The company’s recent 
same-store sales deterioration in 
the US could last multiple years, 
not just a few quarters.” Wal-Mart 
is “disappointed” by the US results, 
and positive ones will take some 
time, Duke said in the statement.

“Some of the pricing and mer-
chandising issues in Wal-Mart ran 
deeper than we initially expected, 
and they require a response that 
will take time to see results,” Duke 
said. “There is no greater priority” 
than improving US sales.

Wal-Mart, based in Bentonville, 
Arkansas, fell 38 cents to $55 in 
early trading after closing at $55.38 
on February 18 on the New York 
Stock Exchange. The shares had 
gained 2.7 per cent this year before 
yesterday, compared with a 6.8 per 
cent increase for the Standard & 
Poor’s 500 Index. — Bloomberg News

The world’s biggest 

retailer posted a 

seventh straight 

quarterly sales 

decline at its US 

stores, falling 
short of its own 
projections for the 
holiday period

MUSCAT: Oman’s bench-
mark stock index, the Muscat 
Securities Market 30 Index, 
fell 1.47 per cent at the close in 
Muscat. The index of 30 com-
panies traded on the Muscat 
Securities Market fell 100.52 
to 6,729.83. Among the stocks 
in the index, two rose, 23 fell 
and fi ve were unchanged.

Declines in the Muscat Se-
curities Market 30 Index were 
led by BankMuscat, Renais-
sance Services and Oman Tel-
ecommunications.

Mideast stocks dive
Middle East shares dropped, 
sending Qatar’s index down 
the most since May, on con-
cern worsening violence in 
Libya and regional instability 
may derail economic growth. 
Dubai bonds fell and Moroc-
co’s credit risk soared.

Commercial Bank of Qatar, 
the Gulf country’s second-
biggest bank by assets, lost 1.7 
per cent and Qatar National 
Bank dropped to the lowest 
level in almost fi ve months. 
The QE Index tumbled 3.6 per 
cent, the most since May 25, 
to 8,185.24 at the 1:10pm close 
in Doha. The yield on Dubai’s 
5-year dollar bond rose to the 
highest in three weeks and 
the cost of insuring Morocco’s 
debt against default soared 17 
basis points.

“The situation has deterio-
rated and it’s inevitable that in-
vestors should be concerned,” 
said Paul Cooper, Dubai-based 
managing director at Sarasin-
Alpen & Partners, which over-
sees more than $500 million in 
the Middle East. “The derisk-
ing of portfolios would suggest 
markets will come down.”

In the Gulf, the Bloomberg 
GCC 200 Index lost one per 
cent. Dubai’s DFM Index de-
clined 2.4 per cent to 1,479.41, 
the lowest since August 16. Abu 
Dhabi’s ADX General Index 
retreated 1.6 per cent and Ku-
wait’s measure slipped 0.1 per 
cent. Saudi Arabia’s Tadawul 
dropped 0.5 per cent. Bahrain’s 
BB All Share Index gained for 
the fi rst time in three days, ris-
ing 0.2 per cent. — Bloomberg News
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BALD TRUTH
Mouse researchers conducting stress 
hormone tests have stumbled onto 
a surprising new discovery — a potential 
treatment for hair loss. >C10

The trend for interpreting the world around us 
in charts and graphics, making statistics sudden-
ly accessible and arresting, also arrived in Britain. 
At the beginning of the year, David McCandless, 
the (British) author of Information is Beautiful – 
a thick book of facts and fi gures, presented in ar-
tistic graphic form – was invited onto Newsnight 
to talk about his trade. McCandless found himself 
defending his use of pictures, rather than words, 
to disseminate information. He explained that 
it made information accessible. The opposition 
(Neville Brody, the graphic designer most asso-
ciated with The Face), argued that this new phe-
nomenon made attractive wallpaper, not journal-
ism. Either way, we have entered the age of the 
infographic.

A month after the Newsnight experience, and 
in something of a more relaxed environment, Mc-
Candless, a print journalist for over 20 years, ex-
plains how he came to fi nd himself at the vanguard 
of a graphic revolution. Three years ago, he ex-
plains, he started drawing his research, as a visual 
aid. “I remember looking at one of these sketches 
and thinking – I don’t need to write this article,” he 
says. Hundreds of infographics and one hardback 
compendium later, he is part of a movement that is 
slowly but surely coming above ground.

Visualisation
McCandless’s skill is in sifting through mounds 
of raw data, and presenting that information in 
a way that our minds can easily process – or, at 
least, that navigates the bulwarks of our preju-
dice. “Data can be boring and dry,” McCandless 
admits, “and often needs visualisation or warm-
ing up to human context.” And this goes way be-
yond pie charts. After he had his own epiphany, 
McCandless began — what else — Googling to see 
if anyone else was doing the same thing. “It was 
a little bit in the ghetto,” he says. “In the science 
world, visualisation looked horrendous. In the 
design world, it was beautiful but meaningless.” 
And so began the task to wed visual aesthetics to 
genuinely interesting information. 

Potential
“There’s the potential to create perfect expres-
sion that you can’t do in other medium,” he says. 

McCandless estimates that 80 per cent 
of his eff ort goes into research, the rest 

on design. The point, he stresses, is to 
optimise information, not simplify 

it. And while detractors say that it 

is McCandless who is distilling the information 
and, guided by his own prejudices, decides what’s 
important, McCandless counters that in fact 
he lists all his information sources; and, really, 
what’s the diff erence between that and a written 
news story?

The diff erence is that the average, time-
pressed reader might be tempted not to plough 
through a written article about global expendi-
ture. One look at an infographic gives you a pretty 
good idea of the biggest spends, and where they’re 
made. McCandless’s Billion-Dollar-O-Gram is 
a case in point. At a glance, his graphic made up 
of diff erent-sized rectangles looks like a collec-
tion of swatches of paint for a smart home. Purple 
dominates. That’s because it’s the colour-code for 
“fi ghting”. That big purple rectangle, the biggest 
of all, is the estimated amount that will be spent 
on the Iraq war ($3,000 billion). And that sliver 
of mauve, close by? Predicted cost of the war in 
2003 ($60 billion). It certainly looks small com-
pared to the lovely lavender box which shows the 
actual spend, four years later ($133 billion).

Infographics have been noticed by the politi-
cal world, as well. At the end of last year, David 
Cameron hosted a delegation — that included 
David McCandless and other politically-active 
programmers — on a fact-fi nding trip about par-
ticipatory democracy and technology in India. 
Data projects that used simple tools to communi-
cate with — and solve issues for — the grassroots, 
featured strongly. One infographic the delegation 
saw was created by information designer Arun 
Ganesh, who was also a highly frustrated user of 
public transport. The offi  cial map for bus routes 
in Chennai is complex, to say the least: a degree 
in orienteering is handy if you’re one of the four 
million travellers needing to decipher the mish-
mash of 5,000 separate buses and bus routes. 
Given that the government’s map has been “under 
construction” for six years, Ganesh took matters 
into his own hands. He used crowdsourcing to get 
travellers to map their local routes and upload 
the details onto an online application he created. 
Around 600 people took part, and within three 
days Ganesh had enough information to construct 
a clear graphic map that showed bus journeys, as 
well as — crucially – areas that weren’t serviced. 
The map is available online.

Unchartered territory
Back in the UK, the NHS, charities and local gov-
ernment are just some who have been interested 

in employing McCand-
less’s approach. Perhaps 
the interest comes in the 
acknowledgement that 
most of us are never too far 
away from a computer screen and, as it’s on 
the screen that infographics really come to 
life, this is pretty much unchartered territory 
for advertisers. But even its most passionate 
proponent sounds a note of caution on the use 
of infographics for offi  cial purposes. “The 
danger is that infographics are quite pow-
erful, and the quality of design gives a seal 
of authenticity and authority that people 
don’t question,” he says. This is why he al-
ways shares his data sources. “You can re-
ally lie with visualising statistics.”

Art and science are colliding — simul-
taneously, albeit in diff erent forms — all 
over the world, and beneath the fun (or 
funny, or beautiful, or simple) exterior, it 
feels that something important is going 
on. There is a sea change in how we ex-
perience and use information. Morgan 
Clendaniel, deputy editor of GOOD 
magazine, is alive to this. He’s con-
cerned that the explosion of the me-
dium could dilute its eff ectiveness. 
“I’m worried that if people make bad 
infographics — us included — that it 
will zap the power of the medium.” 
He is aware, too, that the format 
could facilitate the dumbing down 
of information. The point is to dis-
til knowledge into a shape, rather 
than obfuscate with a torrent of 
words — but with those bounda-
ries, it’s never possible to show 
every detail.

“We’re working with fi nite 
space, and when we’re talk-
ing about something com-
plicated, we can leave some-
thing out in a responsible 
way,” he says. “That’s why 
it’s the tip of the iceberg, and 
not the whole thing.” The 
infographic, in its best form, 
should invite a closer look. 
And that’s where the viewer 
picks up the responsibility.  
— THE INDEPENDENT

INFORMATION IS

BEAUTIFULAt the end of 2010, the fi nancial glossy Bloomberg Businessweek, like 
many other magazines and newspapers, published a special “review of 
the year” issue. Dispensing with words to describe the events of the fi -
nancial year, it used 289 pictures and 61 charts for this gargantuan task. 
Even the index consisted of charts. That’s quite a radical departure for 

a text-based magazine. Or so you might think, until you look at what else is going on 
in journalism. Every week, GOOD, an online American magazine specialising in bite-
size news, features a “transparency” — a richly detailed, heavily researched topic (the 
confl ict in Afghanistan, say, or a who’s who in the Mexican drug wars) that it presents 
in picture format. GOOD isn’t even the fi rst publication to do this. 
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TRUE Grit is one of those movies 
that does everything so well, that 
you hardly notice that it is doing 
it. The best way to describe this 
fi lm is to say that it is smooth. 
From start to fi nish there is a 
defi nite sense of purpose to every 
shot and every piece of dialogue, 
and things just click. The Coen 
Brothers are at their fi nest with 
True Grit, and they are helped by 
some of the best performances 
of the year by the stars and 
supporting cast.

There is no fat on this 
fi lm. Multiple characters are 
introduced — some for no 

more than a few minutes — and 
yet they are memorable and 
handled by talented actors who 
understand what the Coens are 
looking for, and they deliver. 
Many people have already 
criticised this fi lm without seeing 
it, because the original 1969 John 
Wayne version is considered a 
classic. While purists may never 
be convinced that a remake was 
in order, this True Grit is not like 

the original. In fact it is not like 
any other movie this year. It is 
arguably the best Western made 
in at least the last decade, and it 
stands among the best Westerns 
of all time — it is that good. 
The year is packed with Oscar 
contenders, and while True Grit 
may or may not win that honour, 
it certainly deserves a place in the 
discussion, as do the majority of 
those involved.

The Coens can be something 
of an acquired taste. They do not 
make movies that are meant for 
the popcorn crowd, and for as 
many fans as they win, they tend 
to alienate others. But of all the 
fi lms Joel and Ethan Coen have 
made, True Grit may be the most 
complete. No Country For Old 
Men won them an Oscar in 2007, 
but True Grit may be their best 
fi lm yet.
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INFOTAINMENT

NGC
0600 Slammed To The  
 Ground S5
0700 Fight Masters -Silat
0800 Walk Like A  
 Dinosaur 2
0900 Locked Up Abroad:  
 Taiwan S3-13
1000 Journey To Jupiter
1100 Aftermath -World  
 Without Oil
1200 Slammed To The  
 Ground S5
1300 Monster Fish Of  
 The Congo
1400 Walk Like A  
 Dinosaur 2
1500 Air Crash  
 Investigation 8:  
 Cold Case
1600 Locked Up Abroad:  
 Taiwan S3-13
1700 Monster Fish Of  
 The Congo
1800 Jurassic C.S.I.: In  
 Living Color 3
1900 Squid Vs. Whale
2000 Monster Fish Of  
 The Congo
2100 Fight Masters -Silat
2200 Jurassic C.S.I.: In  
 Living Color 3
2300 Squid Vs. Whale
0000 Fight Masters -Silat
0100 Monster Fish Of  
 The Congo
0200 Jurassic C.S.I.: In  

 Living Color 3
0300 Squid Vs. Whale
0400 Locked Up Abroad:  
 The Philippines S3-
0500 Alaska State  
 Troopers -Ice Patrol 

ANIMAL 
PLANET
0625 Ultimate Air Jaws
0720 Untamed And  
 Uncut
0810 Project Puppy
0900 Meerkat Manor
0925 Planet Wild
0950 Baby Planet
1040 Breed All About It
1110 Must Love Cats
1205 Chernobyl: Life In  
 The Dead Zone
1300 Animal Precinct
1355 Wildlife Sos
1420 Wildlife Sos  
 International
1450 Last Chance  
 Highway
1545 Rspca: On The  
 Frontline
1610 E-Vets: The Interns
1640 Jungle
1730 Cats 101
1830 Planet Wild
1900 Breed All About It
1925 Animal Crackers
2020 Weird Creatures 
2115 Escape To Chimp  

 Eden
2140 Snake Crusader 
2210 Cats 101
2305 World Wild Vet
0000 Wildest Africa
0055 The Beauty Of  
 Snakes
0150 Untamed And  
 Uncut
0245 Jungle
0340 Cats 101
0435 World Wild Vet
0530 Wildest Africa

BBC ENT.
0600 Tweenies
0620 Fimbles
0640 Little Robots
0650 The Adventures Of  
 Spot
0655 Charlie And Lola
0710 Balamory
0730 Tweenies
0750 Fimbles
0810 Little Robots
0820 The Adventures Of  
 Spot
0825 Charlie And Lola
0840 Balamory
0900 Tweenies
0920 Fimbles
0940 Little Robots
0950 The Adventures Of  
 Spot
0955 Charlie And Lola
1010 Balamory
1030 Tweenies

1050 Fimbles
1110 Little Robots
1120 The Adventures Of  
 Spot
1125 Charlie And Lola
1135 Last Of The  
 Summer Wine
1235 The Weakest Link
1325 Born And Bred
1415 Doctors
1445 Eastenders
1515 Holby City
1605 Last Of The  
 Summer Wine
1735 Born And Bred
1825 The Weakest Link
1915 Doctors
1945 Eastenders
2015 Holby City
2110 Born And Bred
2200 The Weakest Link
2245 Doctors
2315 Eastenders
2345 Casualty
0040 Survivors
0205 My Family
0235 The Weakest Link
0320 Casualty
0410 Eastenders
0440 Doctors
0510 Last Of The  
 Summer Wine
0540 Balamory

CNN
0600 Piers Morgan  
 Tonight

0700 Anderson Cooper 
0800 World Sport
0830 Inside Africa
0900 World Report
0930 Backstory
1000 World Report
1100 World Report
1200 World Sport
1230 Earth’s Frontiers
1300 World Business  
 Today
1400 World One
1500 World Sport
1530 Talk Asia
1600 Piers Morgan  
 Tonight
1700 News Stream
1800 World Business  
 Today
1900 International Desk
2000 The Brief
2030 World Sport
2100 Prism
2200 International Desk
2230 Earth’s Frontiers
2300 Quest Means Bus.
0000 Piers Morgan  
 Tonight
0100 Connect The World  
 With Becky 
 Anderson
0200 Backstory
0230 World Sport
0300 World Report
0400 World Report
0500 World Business  
 Today

DISCOVERY
0645 Robotica
0740 Patent Bending
0810 Superships
0900 Catch It Keep It
0955 Space Pioneer
1050 Kings Of  
 Construction
1145 Stunt Junkies
1210 The Gadget Show
1240 Engineered
1330 How Stuff ’s Made
1355 Catch It Keep It
1445 Patent Bending
1515 Sci-Fi Science
1540 Sci-Fi Science
1605 Engineered
1655 Savage Planet
1720 Perfect Disaster
1810 Mega World
1900 The Gadget Show
1925 How Stuff ’s Made
1950 Brainiac
2040 How Stuff  Works
2130 What’s That About?
2220 How It’s Made
2245 The Gadget Show
2310 Nextworld
0000 How Stuff  Works
0050 What’s That About?
0140 Kings Of  
 Construction
0230 The Gadget Show
0255 Nextworld
0345 How Stuff  Works
0435 What’s That About?
0525 How Stuff ’s Made

STAR WORLD
0615 [V] Plug
0645 Scrubs
0715 Rules Of  
 Engagement
0745 How I Met Your  
 Mother
0810 Boston Legal
0900 Reaper
0950 Rules Of  
 Engagement
1015 How I Met Your  
 Mother
1040 Scrubs
1105 Brothers & Sisters
1200 Boston Legal
1250 Reaper
1540 [V] Plug
1610 Loop
1640 Rules Of  
 Engagement
1705 Reaper
1755 Boston Legal
1845 Brothers & Sisters
1935 How I Met Your  
 Mother
2000 Ghost Whisperer
2050 Brothers & Sisters
2140 Boston Legal
2230 How I Met Your  

 Mother
2255 Rules Of  
 Engagement
2320 Ghost Whisperer
0010 Brothers & Sisters
0100 Boston Legal
0150 Rules Of  
 Engagement
0215 How I Met Your  
 Mother
0245 Scrubs
0315 According To Jim
0345 Backtracks
0445 [V] Tunes
0545 Loop

CHANNEL [V]
0600 Backtracks
0700 XO
0800 [V] Plug
0830 The Playlist
0900 Parental Control 
1030 Amp Around Asia
1100 Backtracks
1130 Double Shot
1200 Loop
1300 [V] Plug
1400 Backtracks
1500 XO
1600 [V] Plug

1700 Keys To The VIP 
1800 [V] Tunes
1900 Backtracks
1930 Double Shot
2000 Loop
2100 [V] Plug
2200 Backtracks
2300 XO
0000 [V] Plug
0030 The Playlist
0100 Keys To The VIP 
0200 [V] Tunes
0300 Backtracks
0330 Double Shot
0400 Loop
0430 [V] Tunes
0500 [V] Plug
0530 Loop

ZEE TV
0600 Baba Ramdev
0700 Yoga For You
0730 Laxmi Narayan  
 Dham
0800 Kismet Ke Sitare
0830 Keshyog
0900 Geeta
0930 Dil Se Diya Vachan
1000 Keshyog
1030 Jhansi Ki Rani

1100 Yahaan Main Ghar 
1130 Pavitra Rishta
1200 Bollywood Bulletin
1230 Bollywood Business
1300 Bhagonwali
1330 Geeta
1400 Dil Se Diya Vachan
1430 Ram Milayee Jodi
1500 Jhansi Ki Rani
1530 Yahaan Main Ghar 
1600 Teleshopping
1630 Dance India Dance  
 Doubles
1800 Bhagonwali
1830 Geeta
1900 Dil Se Diya...Vachan
1930 Choti Bahu
2000 Jhansi Ki Rani
2030 Yahaan Main Ghar 
2100 Pavitra Rishta
2130 Preet Se Bandhi Yeh  
 Dori… 
2200 Sanjog se bani…
2230 Sanskaar Laxmi
2300 DID Doubles  
 Limelight
2330 World Of Bollywood
0000 Bollywood Business
0030 Sa Re Ga Ma Pa  
 Singing Superstar
0200 Bhagonwali

0230 Geeta
0300 Dil Se Diya...Vachan
0330 Choti Bahu
0400 Jhansi Ki Rani
0430 Yahaan Main Ghar 
0500 Pavitra Rishta
0530 Bollywood Business

STAR PLUS
0600 Tere Mere Sapne
0630 Tere Liye
0700 Behenein
0730 Awakening With  
 Brahamakumar
0800 Pratigya
0830 Hamari Devrani
0900 Saath Nibhana 
0930 Chand Chupa 
1000 Tere Liye
1030 Yeh Rishta Kya 
1100 Gulaal
1130 Maryada
1200 Behenein
1230 Sasural Genda  
 Phool 
1300 Tere Mere Sapne
1330 Hamari Devrani
1400 Sapno Se Bhare  
 Naina
1430 Chand Chupa 

1500 Kaali Ek... 
1530 Dor
1600 Pratigya
1630 Tere Liye
1700 Gulaal
1730 Yeh Rishta Kya 
1800 Behenein
1830 Sabki Laadli Bebo
1900 Saath Nibhana...
1930 Sasural Genda  
 Phool
2000 Chand Chupa
2030 Dor
2100 Gulaal
2130 Yeh Rishta Kya
2200 Tere Liye
2230 Pratigya
2300 Kaali Ek... 
2330 Maryada
0000 Tere Mere Sapne
0030 Behenein
0100 Gulaal
0130 Yeh Rishta Kya 
0200 Pratigya
0230 Tere Liye
0300 Kaali Ek... 
0330 Hamari Devrani
0400 Chand Chupa
0430 Saath Nibhana... 
0500  Yeh Rishta Kya
0530   Gulaal 

STAR MOVIES
0700  Dim Sum Funeral  
0830  Finding Nemo  
1015  Goblin  
1145  The Sixth Man  
1330  The Happening  
1500  Underdog  
1620  Meteor Storm  
1750  The Rocker  
1930  Kinta  
2100  Watching The  
 Detectives  
2235  Gone Baby Gone  
0025  Underdog  
0145  The Happening  
0315  Goblin  
0445  The Sixth Man  

MGM
0720 Death Wish V

0855 Frankie And Johnny
1020 The Legend Of  
 Johnny Lingo
1150 Comes A Horseman
1345 It Runs In The  
 Family
1510 Mystery Date
1645 The Miracle
1820 Shag
2000 Book Of Days
2130 The Whales Of  
 August
2300 The Big Country
0140 Audrey Rose
0330 Ninja Vengeance
0455 River’s Edge

 TCM
0600 Castaway
0755 The Screening  

 Room - Women  
 Directors
0820 The Screening  
 Room - 3D Special-
0900 The Comedians
1130 Conspirator
1300 Kelly’s Heroes
1520 The Sandpiper
1715 The Day They  
 Robbed The Bank Of  
 England
1840 Crazy In Love
2010 Code Name:  
 Emerald
2145 North By  
 Northwest  
0000 Passion Fish
0215 Tempest
0435 Seven Women

CARTOON 
NETWORK
0605 My Gym Partner’s A  
 Monkey
0630 Ben 10: Alien Force
0655 Best Ed
0720 Skunk Fu!
0745 Cramp Twins
0810 Eliot Kid
0835 The Marvelous  
 Misadventures Of  
 Flapjack
0900  Kids Next Door
0925 Cow And Chicken
0950 Best Ed
1015 Foster’s Home For  
 Imaginary Friends
1040 Ben 10: Alien Force
1105 The Secret  
 Saturdays
1130 Batman: The Brave  
 And The Bold
1155 The Powerpuff  Girls
1220 Robotboy
1230 The Life And Times  
 Of Juniper Lee
1255 Ben 10
1320 Chowder
1345 The Marvelous  
 Misadventures Of  
 Flapjack
1410 Camp Lazlo
1435 George Of The  
 Jungle
1500 Foster’s Home For  
 Imaginary Friends
1525 Kids Next Door
1550 Ben 10
1615 My Gym Partner’s A  
 Monkey
1640 Squirrel Boy
1705 Eliot Kid
1735 Casper’s Scare  
 School
1800 Cow And Chicken
1825 Chop Socky Chooks
1850 Skunk Fu!
1915 Chowder
1940 Best Ed
2005 Hero 108
2030 Total Drama World  
 Tour
2055 Batman: The Brave  
 And The Bold
2120 Ben 10: Alien Force
2145 The Secret  
 Saturdays
2210 Bakugan Battle  
 Brawlers
2235 Fantastic Four
2300 The Powerpuff  Girls
2325 Ed, Edd N Eddy
2350 Robotboy
0000 Camp Lazlo
0025 Hero 108
0050 Ben 10
0115 Bakugan Battle  
 Brawlers
0140 Chowder
0205 Cow And Chicken
0230 Cramp Twins
0255 George Of The  
 Jungle
0320 Adrenalini Brothers
0345 Eliot Kid
0410 Ed, Edd N Eddy

0435 Ben 10: Alien Force
0500 The Powerpuff  Girls
0515 Chowder
0540 The Secret  
 Saturdays

DISNEY
0615 Emperors New  
 School
0700 Phineas And Ferb
0745 Fairly Odd Parents
0805 Sonny With A  
 Chance
0827 Have A Laugh
0830 Kim Possible
0850 Wizards Of Waverly  
 Place
0915 Stitch
0935 Mickey Mouse  
 Clubhouse
1000 Handy Manny
1025 Special Agent Oso
1050 Jungle Junction
1110 Imagination Movers
1135 Special Agent Oso
1150 Handy Manny
1215 Mickey Mouse  
 Clubhouse
1235 A Kind Of Magic
1300 Good Luck Charlie
1325 Fairly Odd Parents
1342 Have A Laugh
1345 Phineas And Ferb
1410 Hannah Montana
1430 Sonny With A  
 Chance
1455 Wizards Of Waverly  
 Place
1520 Jake And Blake
1540 Have A Laugh
1555 A Kind Of Magic
1620 Fairly Odd Parents
1640 Kim Possible
1700 Hannah Montana
1725 Sonny With A  
 Chance
1745 Jonas La
1808 Have A Laugh
1810 Jake And Blake
1837 Have A Laugh
1840 Wizards Of Waverly  
 Place
1925 Hannah Montana
1943 Have A Laugh
1945 Phineas And Ferb
2010 Good Luck Charlie
2035 Wizards Of Waverly  
 Place
2100 Sonny With A  
 Chance
2125 Jake And Blake
2150 Hannah Montana
2212 Have A Laugh
2215 Phineas And Ferb
2235 Fairly Odd Parents
2300 Replacements
2325 Hannah Montana
2350 Sonny With A  
 Chance
0015 Wizards Of Waverly  
 Place
0035 Jonas
0100 Kim Possible
0125 Fairly Odd Parents
0215 Stitch
0300 Replacements
0350 Fairly Odd Parents
0435 Stitch

M O V I E S K I D S ’  C H O I C E W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y

F A C T U A L

E N T E R T A I N M E N T

TV SCHEDULE AIRLINES

1930 hrs
ON ZEE TV2100hrs  ON STAR MOVIES

Watching the Detectives

1525hrs      ON CARTOON NETWORK

Codename: Kids Next Door

Choti Bahu

FLT NO ARRIVALS FROM  ETA 
  
WY682 RIYADH  0005
WY672 JEDDAH  0010
WY660 BAHRAIN  0010
WY670 DOHA  0010
WY648 KUWAIT  0010
WY812 BANGKOK  0015
WY824 KUALA LUMPUR  0030
IX141 AMRITSAR  0140
KU677 KUWAIT/DUBAI  0230
QR170 DOHA  0315
EK866 DUBAI  0355
EY384 ABU DHABI  0400
GF560 BAHRAIN  0420
WY902 SALALAH  0700
WY632 ABU DHABI  0755
WY902 SALALAH  0800
WY602 DUBAI  0800
FZ043 DUBAI  0800
WY202 BOMBAY  0800
QR164 DOHA  0825
WY232 HYDERABAD  0840
WY102 LONDON-HEATHROW  0840
WY272 JAIPUR  0900
WY212 TRIVANDRUM  0915
WY628 LAHORE  0915
WY222 COCHIN  0925
EK862 DUBAI  0930
EY382 ABU DHABI  1000
G9113 SHARJAH  1005
9W530 TRIVANDRUM  1025
WY604 DUBAI  1040
WY3302 MUKHAIZNA  1230
GF562 BAHRAIN  1250
WY918 KHASAB  1330
WY324 KARACHI  1425
WY606 DUBAI/ABU DHABI  1450
WY906 SALALAH  1505
WY292 CALICUT  1540
SV530 JEDDAH  1550
WY654 BAHRAIN/DOHA  1610
ED450 LAHORE  1630
WY3304 MUKHAIZNA  1630
WY204 BOMBAY  1700
IC885 DELHI  1700
WY244 DELHI  1710
WY822 KUALA LUMPUR  1750
WY264 LUCKNOW  1750
WY254 MADRAS  1755
WY646 KUWAIT  1815
GF564 BAHRAIN  1820
WY608 DUBAI  1825
G9117 SHARJAH  1855
WY312 CHITTAGONG  1905
FZ047 DUBAI  2020
IC977 BANGALORE/HYDERABAD  2025
WY908 SALALAH  2055
WY610 DUBAI  2145
WY402 CAIRO  2145
KL449 AMSTERDAM/ABU DHABI  2150
IC923 MADRAS  2200
WY124 MALPENSA/MUNICH  2200
WY134 PARIS  2215
BA073 LONDON-HEATHROW/
 ABU DHABI  2230
LH618 FRANKFURT/ABU DHABI  2230
QR168 DOHA  2235
EY388 ABU DHABI  2240
GF566 BAHRAIN  2250
WY624 AL AIN  2300
WY668 DOHA  2310
WY422 AMMAN/BEIRUT  2310
IC685 AHMEDABAD/BOMBAY  2310
WY636 ABU DHABI  2310
9W534 COCHIN  2315
WY658 BAHRAIN  2315
LX242 ZURICH/DUBAI  2320
WY910 SALALAH  2325
WY612 DUBAI  2330
WY684 DAMMAM  2335
9W540 BOMBAY  2340

FLT NO DEPARTURES TO  ETD
  
BA072 ABU DHABI/LONDON-
 HEATHROW  0015
IC686 BOMBAY/AHMEDABAD  0015
LX243 DUBAI/ZURICH  0020
9W539 BOMBAY  0040
WY631 ABU DHABI  0055
WY601 DUBAI  0110
9W529 TRIVANDRUM  0115
WY211 TRIVANDRUM  0115
WY231 HYDERABAD  0120
WY221 COCHIN  0120
WY201 BOMBAY  0130
WY115 FRANKFURT  0140
WY123 MUNICH/MALPENSA  0215
WY821 KUALA LUMPUR  0220
WY271 JAIPUR  0220
WY133 PARIS  0225
WY627 LAHORE  0230
IX816 ABU DHABI/MANGALORE  0230
KU678 DUBAI/KUWAIT  0500
EK867 DUBAI  0500
EY385 ABU DHABI  0530
QR171 DOHA  0550
GF561 BAHRAIN  0655
WY603 DUBAI  0730
WY3301 MUKHAIZNA  0800
WY291 CALICUT  0800
FZ044 DUBAI  0840
WY311 CHITTAGONG  0900
WY253 MADRAS  0945
WY243 DELHI  0950
WY263 LUCKNOW  1000
WY323 KARACHI  1000
WY917 KHASAB  1030
WY203 BOMBAY  1040
WY605 DUBAI/ABU DHABI  1040
EK863 DUBAI  1045
G9114 SHARJAH  1045
EY383 ABU DHABI  1050
WY653 BAHRAIN/DOHA  1050
WY905 SALALAH  1100
9W533 COCHIN  1125
WY817 BANGKOK  1130
WY401 CAIRO  1210
WY645 KUWAIT  1255
WY421 AMMAN/BEIRUT  1300
WY3303 MUKHAIZNA  1300
WY101 LONDON-HEATHROW  1305
GF563 BAHRAIN  1340
WY607 DUBAI  1525
WY671 JEDDAH  1640
SV531 MEDINA/JEDDAH  1650
WY907 SALALAH  1650
ED451 LAHORE  1730
WY609 DUBAI  1800
IC886 DELHI  1800
WY681 RIYADH  1850
WY647 KUWAIT  1900
GF565 BAHRAIN  1905
WY667 DOHA  1910
WY683 DAMMAM  1915
WY909 SALALAH  1920
WY657 BAHRAIN  1925
QR165 DOHA  1925
G9118 SHARJAH  1935
WY635 ABU DHABI  2010
WY623 AL AIN  2015
WY611 DUBAI  2030
FZ048 DUBAI  2105
IC978 HYDERABAD/BANGALORE  2200
WY673 JEDDAH  2200
WY901 SALALAH  2245
IC924 MADRAS  2300
KL450 ABU DHABI/AMSTERDAM  2305
EY381 ABU DHABI  2330
QR169 DOHA  2335
GF567 BAHRAIN  2335
LH619 ABU DHABI/FRANKFURT  2355

FLT NO ARRIVALS FROM  ETA 
  
WY682 RIYADH  0005
KQ318 DUBAI  0005
WY116 FRANKFURT  0010
WY672 JEDDAH  0010
WY648 KUWAIT  0010
PK229 SIALKOT  0030
BG021 DHAKA/CHITTAGONG  0145
TK858 ISTANBUL  0210
QR170 DOHA  0315
EK866 DUBAI  0355
EY384 ABU DHABI  0400
GF560 BAHRAIN  0420
RJ600 AMMAN  0450
MS930 CAIRO  0450
WY322 KARACHI  0630
WY632 ABU DHABI  0755
WY662 DOHA  0755
WY674 JEDDAH  0800
FZ043 DUBAI  0800
WY602 DUBAI  0800
WY202 BOMBAY  0800
WY652 BAHRAIN  0800
NL771 PESHAWAR  0800
QR164 DOHA  0825
WY232 HYDERABAD  0840
WY102 LONDON-HEATHROW  0840
NL768 LAHORE  0845
WY252 MADRAS  0915
WY212 TRIVANDRUM  0915
WY326 ISLAMABAD  0920
WY222 COCHIN  0925
EK862 DUBAI  0930
WY818 BANGKOK  1000
EY382 ABU DHABI  1000
G9113 SHARJAH  1005
9W530 TRIVANDRUM  1025
WY604 DUBAI  1040
IX543 TRIVANDRUM/COCHIN  1140
PK291 LAHORE  1140
WY371 COLOMBO/MALE  1200
GF562 BAHRAIN  1250
IX337 CALICUT  1305
WY918 KHASAB  1330
WY606 DUBAI/ABU DHABI  1450
WY906 SALALAH  1505
FZ045 DUBAI  1545
WY294 CALICUT  1640
WY3302 MUKHAIZNA  1700
WY204 BOMBAY  1700
WY608 DUBAI  1700
IC885 DELHI  1700
WY244 DELHI  1710
WY264 LUCKNOW  1750
WY284 BANGALORE  1755
WY814 BANGKOK  1805
GF564 BAHRAIN  1820
WY656 BAHRAIN/DOHA  1820
WY404 CAIRO  1820
G9117 SHARJAH  1855
WY312 CHITTAGONG  1905
FZ047 DUBAI  2020
TG507 BANGKOK/KARACHI  2035
WY908 SALALAH  2055
WY336 KATHMANDU  2115
WY610 DUBAI  2145
KL449 AMSTERDAM/ABU DHABI  2150
IC923 MADRAS  2200
BA073 LONDON-HEATHROW/
 ABU DHABI  2230
LH618 FRANKFURT/ABU DHABI  2230
UL209 COLOMBO/DOHA  2235
QR168 DOHA  2235
EY388 ABU DHABI  2240
GF566 BAHRAIN  2250
WY624 AL AIN  2300
IC685 AHMEDABAD/BOMBAY  2310
WY636 ABU DHABI  2310
WY668 DOHA  2310
WY412 BEIRUT/AMMAN  2310
9W534 COCHIN  2315
WY658 BAHRAIN  2315
LX242 ZURICH/DUBAI  2320
WY910 SALALAH  2325
WY612 DUBAI  2330
WY684 DAMMAM  2335
9W540 BOMBAY  2340

FLT NO DEPARTURES TO  ETD
  
IC686 BOMBAY/AHMEDABAD  0015
BA072 ABU DHABI/LONDON-
 HEATHROW  0015
LX243 DUBAI/ZURICH  0020
WY371 COLOMBO/MALE  0020
9W539 BOMBAY  0040
WY661 DOHA  0055
WY631 ABU DHABI  0055
WY651 BAHRAIN  0055
KQ318 NAIROBI  0105
WY601 DUBAI  0110
WY251 MADRAS  0115
WY813 BANGKOK  0115
WY211 TRIVANDRUM  0115
9W529 TRIVANDRUM  0115
WY231 HYDERABAD  0120
WY221 COCHIN  0120
PK230 SIALKOT  0130
WY201 BOMBAY  0130
WY321 KARACHI  0200
WY325 ISLAMABAD  0240
TK859 ISTANBUL  0300
BG022 CHITTAGONG/DHAKA  0315
EK867 DUBAI  0500
EY385 ABU DHABI  0530
MS931 CAIRO  0545
QR171 DOHA  0550
GF561 BAHRAIN  0655
RJ601 AMMAN  0700
WY603 DUBAI  0730
FZ044 DUBAI  0840
WY403 CAIRO  0900
WY311 CHITTAGONG  0900
WY293 CALICUT  0900
NL772 PESHAWAR  0900
NL769 LAHORE  0945
WY243 DELHI  0950
WY263 LUCKNOW  1000
WY283 BANGALORE  1020
WY917 KHASAB  1030
WY605 DUBAI/ABU DHABI  1040
WY203 BOMBAY  1040
EK863 DUBAI  1045
G9114 SHARJAH  1045
EY383 ABU DHABI  1050
WY905 SALALAH  1100
9W533 COCHIN  1125
WY817 BANGKOK  1130
WY335 KATHMANDU  1145
WY3301 MUKHAIZNA  1230
WY542 TRIVANDRUM  1230
PK292 LAHORE/ISLAMABAD  1240
WY655 BAHRAIN/DOHA  1300
WY411 BEIRUT/AMMAN  1300
WY101 LONDON-HEATHROW  1305
WY113 FRANKFURT  1310
GF563 BAHRAIN  1340
WY607 DUBAI  1400
IX350 CALICUT  1405
FZ046 DUBAI  1630
WY671 JEDDAH  1640
WY907 SALALAH  1650
WY609 DUBAI  1800
IC886 DELHI  1800
WY681 RIYADH  1850
WY647 KUWAIT  1900
GF565 BAHRAIN  1905
WY667 DOHA  1910
WY683 DAMMAM  1915
WY909 SALALAH  1920
WY657 BAHRAIN  1925
QR165 DOHA  1925
G9118 SHARJAH  1935
WY635 ABU DHABI  2010
WY623 AL AIN  2015
WY611 DUBAI  2030
FZ048 DUBAI  2105
TG508 KARACHI/BANGKOK  2140
WY901 SALALAH  2245
IC924 MADRAS  2300
KL450 ABU DHABI/AMSTERDAM  2305
EY381 ABU DHABI  2330
QR169 DOHA  2335
GF567 BAHRAIN  2335
UL209 COLOMBO  2345
LH619 ABU DHABI/FRANKFURT  2355

C I N E M A  S C H E D U L E

Muscat Region
Night Duty 
Scientfi c, Ma’abelah. Tel. 24451195
Atlas, S.Ghubra. Tel. 24503585
Capital, Al Hail South. Tel. 24543513 
Muscat, Al Hamriya. Tel. 24833323

Dhofar Region
Al Zahir, 23 July Road, Salalah. 
Tel. 23291040

BAHJA 
CINEMA

STARS 
CINEMA

Film Information - 24540856 
Advance Booking - 24540855
Website: www.albahjacinema.net 

Unknown (Drama/Thriller) 
CP No 118 (For 15+)
4:00, 8:00, 10:00 & 11:55pm
Cast: Liam Neeson, January Jones 
and Diane Kruger
True Grit (Action/Adv) CP No 121 
(For 12+)
2:00, 8:00, 10:00 & 11:55pm
Cast: Jeff  Bridges, Matt Damon and 
Josh Brolin
 The Mechanic (Action/Adv) 
CP No 74 (18+)
2:00pm
Cast: Jason Statham, Ben Foster and 
Donald Sutherland
The Warrior’s Way (Action/
Adventure) CP No 91 (For 15+)
6:00pm
Cast: Geoff rey Rush, Tony Cox and 
Kate Bosworth
Open Season 3 (Comedy/
Animation) CP No 61 
4:00pm
Voice Overs: Mathew W. Taylor and 
Kirk Baily
Hello Cairo (Arabic/Comedy) 
CP No 112 
6:00pm
Cast: Tariq Al Ali

Stars Cinema 1 (Main)
Marykkundoru Kunjaadu (Mal)
3:30, 6:30 & 9:30pm
Cast: Dileep, Bhavana and Jagathy
CP No: 101
Stars Cinema 2
Mirapakya (Telugu)
3:30, 6:30 & 9:30pm
Cast: Ravi Teja, Richa Gagopadhyay 
and Deksha
Stars Cinema 3
Best Actor (Mal.)  
3:30, 6:30 & 9:30pm
Cast: Mammootty and Sruthi 
Ramakrishnan
CP No: 39
Stars Cinema 4
Pranjiettan And The Saint (Mal)
3:30, 6:30 & 9:30pm
Cast: Mammootty, Priyamani and 
Innocent
CP No: 811

P H A R M A C Y

For More Information - 24789032, 
24786776 Website: www.isurf.
co.om

CITY CINEMA,  AL SHATTI
Telephone: 24692656  (after 2pm)

Gnomeo & Juliet 3D (Comedy/
Animation) CP No 79
2:30 & 5:30pm
Voice Overs: James McAvoy, Emily 
Blunt and Maggie Smith 
Yogi Bear – 3D (Comedy/Animation) 
CP No 76; 4:00pm
Voice Overs: Dan Aykroyd and Justin 
Timberlake
Unknown (Drama/Thriller) 
CP No 117 (For 15+)
4:00, 7:15, 9:30 & 11:30pm
Cast: Liam Neeson, January Jones and 
Diane Kruger
Big Momma’s House 3 (Comedy/
Crime) CP No 117 (For 12+) 11:45pm
Cast: Martin Lawrence, Brandon T. 
Jackson and Jessica Lucas
Open Season 3 (Animation/Kids) 
CP No 60 (PG) 2:00pm
Voice Overs: Mathew W. Taylor and 
Kirk Baily
Hello Cairo (Arabic/Comedy) 
CP No 111; 6:30pm
Cast: Hassan Hosny, Ahmed Bedier and 
Alaa Morsy
Saat Khoon Maaf (Hindi) 
8:30pm
Cast: Priyanka Chopra, John Abraham 
and Irfan Khan
CP No 115
True Grit (Action/Adv) CP No 120 
(For 12+)
3:30, 9:30 & 11:30pm
Cast: Jeff  Bridges, Matt Damon and 
Josh Brolin
Just Go With It (Comedy) 
CP No 89 (18 +) 5:30 & 7:30pm
Cast:  Adam Sandler, Jennifer Aniston 
and Nicole Kidman

CITY CINEMA,  RUWI
Telephone: 24831358/24607360

Cinema 1
7 Khoon Maaf (Hindi) 
3:30, 6:30 & 9:30pm
Cast: Priyanka Chopra, John Abraham 
and Irfan Khan; CP No 114
Cinema 2
Patiala House (Hindi)  
3:30, 6:30 & 9:30pm
Cast: Akshay Kumar, Anushka Sharma 
and Rishi Kapoor; CP No: 102
Cinema 3
Dil Toh Baccha Hai Ji (Hindi) 
3:30, 6:30 & 9:30pm
Cast: Ajay Devgan, Emraan Hashmi 
and Omi Vaidya; CP No 71
Internet Booking Available at
www.citycinemaoman.com

CITY CINEMA, SUR
Telephone: 25545544

Seasons of the Witch (Drama/
Suspense) CP No 27 (For 15+)
7:30 & 11:30pm
Cast: Nicolas Cage, Ron Perlman and 
Stephen Campbell Moore
Lies and Illusions (Action/
Adventure) CP No 72 (For 12+)
9:30pm 
Cast: Christian Slater, Christa 
Campbell and Sarah Ann Schultz
Dil Toh Baccha Hai Ji (Hindi) 
7:30 & 10:30pm
Cast: Ajay Devgan, Emraan Hashmi 
and Omi Vaidya; CP No 70

CITY CINEMA , SOHAR
Telephone: 26840312/26843510

Unknown (Drama/Thriller) 
CP No 117 (For 15+)
3:30, 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30pm
Cast: Liam Neeson, January Jones and 
Diane Kruger
Just Go With It (Comedy) 
CP No 89 (18 +) 5:30 & 7:30pm
Cast: Adam Sandler, Jennifer Aniston 
and Nicole Kidman
Patiala House (Hindi) 
CP No 102; 9:30pm 
Cast: Akshay Kumar, Anushka Sharma 
and Rishi Kapoor
The Mechanic (Action/Adventure) 
CP No: 75 (For 18+) 7:30pm
Cast: Jason Statham, Donald 
Sutherland and Ben Foster
Siru Thai (Tamil) (Action) CP No 81
10:00pm
Cast: Kartik, Tammana and Santanam

FILM CITY, RUWI
Telephone: Ruwi: 24831152

English (DVD)
The Hole 
The Expendables 
The Secret Of Moonacre 
What Doesn’t Kill You 
Step Up 3 
Resident Evil After Life 
Hindi (DVD)  
Guzaarish 
Jhootha Hi Sahi 
Toonpur Ka Superhero 
Rakth Charitra 2 
Mirch 
Tees Mar Khan 
Arabic - DVD 
The Suspect ( El Moshtabah)
Weld Elam
Ala Ganb Ya Ostah
Teer Enta 

24791641
24786776

True Grit
DIRECTOR: Joel and Ethan Coen
CAST: Jeff  Bridges, Matt Damon, Josh Brolin, Nicholas Sadler, Bruce Green

W E A T H E R

Max 27
Min 20

Max 26
Min 19

Max 28
Min 19

Max 28
Min 17

Max 30
Min 21Max 29

Min 13

Max 29
Min 15

Max 27
Min 19 

Max  3
Min -5

Max 9
Min 6

Max 30
Min 16

Max 17
Min 8

Max 28
Min 18

Max  -13
Min -16

Max 31
Min 22

Max 25
Min 11

Mainly clear skies over most of the 
Sultanate. 
EXPECTED WINDS
Along the coastal areas of Oman sea 
winds will be norhteasterly light to 
moderate during day becoming variable 
light at night and over the rest of the 
Sultanate winds will be southerly to 
southeasterly light to moderate.
SEA STATE
Slight over all of  Oman’s coasts with  
maximum wave height of 1.25 metres.
SURFACE VISIBILITY
Good over most  of  the Sultanate.
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INFOTAINMENT

THOMAS Fuller, an English churchman, 
historian and author who died in 1661, 
said, “A gift, with a kind countenance, is a 
double present.”

In this deal, East’s double was a gift 
to his opponents.

How should South plan the play in 
four spades? West leads a low heart. East 
wins with his king, cashes the ace, and 
shifts to the diamond nine.

After North opened one club, East 
correctly made a takeout double (which 
was preferable to a one-heart overcall). 
Then South might have redoubled to 
show 10-plus points. But he decided 
to describe his hand with a one-spade 
response, which did not limit his hand 
to nine points. Now West should have 
competed with two hearts. If East had 
four hearts and a singleton club, they 
were going to win a lot of tricks in a heart 
contract. Note that fi ve hearts would 
have gone down only two. When North 
raised spades, South made a game-try 
with three diamonds. North, with 14 
points, two aces, four trumps, and nice 
clubs, had no hesitation in jumping to 
four spades.

Declarer, with two hearts and 
one club to concede, had to play the 
trump suit without loss. With nine 
trumps missing the queen, the a priori 
odds favour cashing the ace and king. 
However, that could not be right here. 

East’s takeout double showed at least 
three cards in each unbid suit: spades, 
hearts and diamonds. (It would have 
been very dangerous to double with only 
two spades.)

South cashed dummy’s ace and 
played a spade to his jack, confi dent that 
the fi nesse would win.

— By Phillip Alder

East’s call spills the contract’s beans

 Previous puzzle Solution 

HOW TO PLAY 

Fill the empty cells 
with the numbers 1 to 
9, so that each number 
appears once in each 
row, column and area. 
— Seven Galaxies

MIND     AMES

B O R N  L O S E R

B I G  N A T E

D I L B E R T

T A R Z A N

M A R M A D U K E S U D O K U

A C E S  O N  B R I D G E

C R O S S W O R D

K I D S P O T H E A L T H  C A P S U L E

WITH LOVE

ABHINAV ARUN
February 24, 2009

DEVIKA V. PAI
February 25, 2006

CHELSEY T. MONI
February 25, 2004

SUSHRUTH SRIRAM
February 23, 2000

ASSEL FATHAY
February 24, 2008

V. K. RAHULRAJAN
February 24, 1999

AYOUB SAEID
February 23, 2006

ZAHRA NAQVI
February 23, 2006

SNEHA BHANDARI
February 23, 2005

M U S E U M
Bait Al Baranda: Corniche (seafront opp fi sh market), Open from 
Saturday to Thursday 9am to 1pm and 4 to 6pm
Natural History Museum: Al Khuwair,  
Tel: 24604957, Open from Saturday to Wednesday: 8am to 1:30pm  
Thursday: 9am to 1pm
Museum of Omani Heritage: (former Omani Museum), Madinat Al 
Alam, Sat-Wed 8am to 1:30pm, Thursday - 9am to 1pm, Tel: 24600946
Armed Forces Museum: Bait Al Falaj, Tel: 24312651, Open from 
Saturday to Thursday:  8am to 1pm
Children’s Science Museum: Shatti Al Qurum, Tel: 24605368, Open 
from Saturday to Wednesday: 8am to 1:30pm, Thursday: 9am to 1pm
Oman-French Museum: near Muscat Police Station, Tel: 24736613, 

Open from Saturday to Wednesday:  8am to 1:30pm, Thursday: 
9am to 1pm
Bait Al Zubair, Muscat: Tel: 24736688, 
bazubair@omantel.net.om
Open from Saturday to Thursday: 9:30am to 1pm & evenings from 
4pm to 7pm
National Museum Ruwi: Tel: 24701289, 
Open from Saturday to Wednesday:  8am to 1:30pm, Thursday: 
9am to 1pm
Sohar Fort Museum: Tel: 26844758, 
Open from Saturday to Wednesday: 8 to 1:30pm  Thursday: 9am 
to 1pm

ACROSS

  1 Aardvark prey
  4 Kernel holder
  7 Rum-soaked   
 cake
11 Scan
13 Web site
14 Fifty-fi fty
15 Like a pittance
16 Did not veto
18 Kick back
20 Scrumptious
21 Leave   
 speechless
22 Aunt or bro.
23 Upholstery   
 choice
26 Sparkling
30 Byron work
31 Greet, as a dog
32 Billy the —
33 Paid attention
36 Pool member of  
 yore
38 Kind of rack
39 Fitting
40 Aspirin targets
43 Fiesta decor
46 Strategy (2   
 wds.)
48 Mislay
50 On a rampage
51 — it up (have   
 some laughs)
52 Luxury resorts
53 Like an   

optimist’s outlook
54 Ron who played  
 Tarzan
55 Corporate suff .

DOWN
  1 Upper limb
  2 Not e’en once
  3 Container   
 weight
  4 Radium   
 discoverer
  5 Aloud
  6 Diner sandwich
  7 Happen to
  8 Car rental   
 name
  9 Borscht base
10 Warhol or   
 Rooney
12 Dental woe
17 Piece of news
19 Athena’s   
 symbol
22 Gas-pump abbr.
23 Pledge
24 Spud st.
25 Butterfl y   
 catcher’s need
26 Traipse about
27 DDE
28 Extended   
 family
29 Tokyo, once
31 Freshly painted
34 Pert
35 Briefcase closer

36 Bask at the   
 beach
37 Mallard cousins
39 Small-time
40 Seaweed   
 extract
41 Hunter’s garb
42 RN employers
43 Newman or   
 Simon
44 Oryx relative
45 Mighty — — oak
47 Wood ash   
 product
49 PC button A

ns
w

er
 to

 p
re

vi
ou

s 
pu

zz
le

BORN today, you 
always have big 
ideas bouncing 
around in your 
head, and you are 
never more content 
than when you 
are trying to fl esh 
out those ideas as 
fully as possible 

and see what may come of them as 
a result. Despite the fact that you 
can be rather strict and regimented 
in your behaviour, and that you 
prefer to do things by the book, you 
are also quite able to do things in a 
free and unplanned manner when 
circumstances require it of you — 
and when you do, you have a way of 
turning straw into gold. While some 
who enjoy an early start may burn out 
prematurely, you can count on a kind 
of longevity that will allow you to live 
and learn for a long time — and to enjoy 
almost every stage of success as you do 
so. You know how to make the best out 
of seemingly accidental developments.

Also born on this date are 
Dakota Fanning, actress; Peter 
Fonda, actor; George Frideric 
Handel, composer; Michael 
Dell, computer mogul; Patricia 
Richardson, actress; William L. 
Shirer, historian; Majel Barrett-
Roddenberry, actress.

Dakota 
Fanning

Y O U R  B I R T H D A Y

You can come on strong without 
being overly aggressive. Confi dence 
makes all the diff erence — and you 
have that in spades.

ARIES 
[March 21-APRIL 19] 

VIRGO 
[AUG. 23-SEPT. 22] 

LIBRA 
[SEPT. 23-OCT. 22] 

SCORPIO 
[OCT. 23-NOV. 21] 

SAGITTARIUS 
[NOV. 22-DEC. 21] 

AQUARIUS 
[JAN. 20-FEB. 18] 

You’re on the trail of something 
that will make a big diff erence to you 
when it comes to light. Be ready to 
make some quick decisions.

You are likely to value what you have 
to say more than others, but truly 
what you have to say will make a 
diff erence when the time is right.

Something you think is lighthearted 
is not likely to be taken in the same 
way by those who are most aff ected 
by its evolution.

It’s your call, but the decision to do 
or not do what seems a no-brainer 
isn’t likely to be forgotten quickly. 
Use all necessary care.

Your advice will help someone close 
to you reach a personal goal. You’ll be 
inspired to reach higher as a result.

You may not even remember a minor 
mistake made long ago that comes 
back to aff ect you in ways both direct 
and indirect.

You may feel as though someone is 
intentionally leaving you in the dark, 
but the truth is that he or she knows 
even less than you.

Your usual hunger for certain 
activities is likely to be far more 
acute, and you’ll want to satisfy it in 
the quickest possible way.

The best way to tell someone what 
he or she doesn’t want to hear is 
to say it quickly, simply and with 
respectful sensitivity.

Every now and then, it’s good for you 
to do what doesn’t come naturally — 
and this is one of those times. Make 
a real eff ort.

PISCES 
[Feb. 19-March 20] 

You’re likely to catch up with those 
who have been privy to certain pieces 
of key information for quite some 
time.

TAURUS 
[APRIL 20-MAY 20] 

GEMINI 
[MAY 21-JUNE 20] 

CANCER 
[JUNE 21-JULY 22] 

LEO 
[JULY 23-AUG. 22] 

CAPRICORN 
[DEC. 22-JAN 19] 
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Scientists at the Univer-
sity of California, Los 
Angeles, and the Veter-
ans Administration were 
working with genetically 

altered mice that typically develop 
head-to-tail baldness as a result of 
overproducing a stress hormone.

The experiment wasn’t focused 
on hair loss. Instead, it was designed 
to study a chemical compound that 
blocks the eff ects of stress on the 
gut. The researchers treated the 
bald mice for fi ve days with the 
compound and then returned them 
to the cages, where they scampered 
about with several furry mice from a 
control group.

Three months later, the scientists 
went back to the cage to conduct 
additional experiments. They were 
surprised by what they saw inside 
— all of the mice had full heads and 
backs of hair. The once-bald mice, 
eventually identifi ed through ear 
tags, were indistinguishable from 
their normal, furry cage mates.

Dr Million Mulugeta, co-director 
of the preclinical stress biology pro-
gramme at UCLA, said he looked in-
side the cage and at fi rst wondered 
why the bald mice weren’t there. 
“I asked my colleague, ‘How come 
these mice aren’t distinguishable 
from the others?’” he said. “We went 
back to our data log, and we realised 

all the mice had grown hair. It was a 
totally unexpected fi nding.”

The serendipitous discovery was 
reported in the online medical jour-
nal PLoS One.

Already the research is draw-
ing a mixed response from derma-
tologists and hair-loss researchers. 
Dr Melissa Piliang, a dermatologist 
at the Cleveland Clinic, cautioned 
that the fi ndings of a mouse study 
may not be applicable to humans, 
but she said that the results may 
spur more study of the role stress 
might play in human hair loss.

“We’ve certainly seen patients 
whose hair worsened when they are 
under a lot of stress,” Piliang said. 
“But what we don’t know is whether 
some of this genetic hair loss is par-
ticularly aff ected by stress. I think 
it’s hopeful for future research and 
treatment.”

But Dr George Cotsarelis, der-
matologist, said any treatment de-
veloped from the research would 
probably be useful only for hair loss 
related to stress, like that caused by 
one-time events, rather than as a 
treatment for genetic baldness. “It’s 
diffi  cult to say that it’s going to lead 
to a new treatment,” he said. Mulug-
eta said he is hopeful the fi ndings 
will lead to new avenues of hair-loss 
research. The team decided to repeat 
the experiment several times. Each 

time, bald mice treated with tiny 
doses of the compound for fi ve days 
grew new hair in just a few weeks. In 
another series of experiments, the 
compound was injected into young 
mice before their hair fell out. Those 
mice never went bald, suggesting the 
compound not only has the potential 

to grow hair 
but may 
also pre-
vent age-related hair loss. The eff ect 
also appeared to persist after only 
one series of treatments. The scien-
tists continued to observe the mice 
for four months — a long time in the 
two-year life span of a mouse. The 
new hair remained on the once-bald 
mice, and the mice that were treated 
to prevent hair loss never went bald.

The duration of the eff ect is im-
portant, because current hair-loss 
prevention remedies — including 
minoxidil (sold under the brand 
name Rogaine) and fi nasteride (sold 
as Propecia) — require regular use to 
maintain what is typically described 
as only a modest benefi t.

Still, Cotsarelis cautioned that the 
hair growth cycles are very diff erent 

   in mice and humans, so 
one could draw only lim-
ited conclusions from the 

research. Mulugeta agreed 
that any treatment for humans 

is, at best, years away. “We are at the 
early stage of the work,” he said. “We 
have a very strong observation, but 
we don’t know whether this eff ect 
could be seen in humans. How does 
it act? All of these things have to be 
worked out, but we intend to follow 
through.”

The mice used in the experiments 

had been genetically altered to over-
produce a stress hormone called 
corticotrophin-releasing factor, or 
CRF. To block the action of CRF, the 
researchers injected the mice with a 
peptide called astressin-B. The ex-
periment was designed to measure 
how much the peptide would inhibit 
the eff ects of stress on the colon.

The mechanism by which the 
peptide triggered hair growth isn’t 
known, Mulugeta said. The agent 
appears to be acting on stress hor-
mone receptors in the skin and near, 
or within, the hair follicle. “The hair 
follicle in these mice is inactive,” he 
said. “Something has turned on that 
cycle to put it back into an active 
phase, a hair-growing phase.”

Mulugeta also noted that in ad-
dition to preventing hair loss, the 
agent aff ected the mice’s skin pig-
ment, suggesting the compound 
may have the potential to aff ect hair 
color, including gray hair.

“The evidence to show that 
hair loss is not a permanent loss is 
shown very strongly in this study, 
and that by itself is very important,” 
he said. “The antagonist really trig-
gers a mechanism that covers a lot 
of biological phenomena, includ-
ing hair growth and hair colour. We 
certainly intend to continue the 
research.” - Tara Parker Pope/THE NEW YORK 

TIMES NEWS SERVICE

Mouse researchers 

conducting stress hormone 

tests have stumbled onto 

a surprising new discovery 

— a potential treatment 
for hair loss

Bald Truth

We’ve seen patients 

whose hair worsened when 

they are under a lot of 

stress. But what we don’t 

know is whether some of 

this genetic hair loss is 

particularly affected by 

stress. It’s hopeful for 

future research

Dr Melissa Piliang
Dermatologist

Bald Truth
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EXTRA
C12    

Studies claim speaking two languages wards off  
Alzheimer’s and helps to keep the brain young

Speaking a second 
language may slow 
the rate at which 
the brain declines 
with age, showing 

that bilingual people are bet-
ter protected against Alzhe-
imer’s disease than people 
who use only one language.

Several studies have now 
demonstrated a clear link be-
tween using a second language 
and cognitive decline, which can 
be explained by the idea that 
bilingualism acts like a “men-
tal gymnasium” that keeps the 
brain active in later life, scien-
tists said.

The latest study, presented 
to the American Association 
for the Advancement of Sci-
ence in Washington, found bi-
lingual patients with probable 
Alzheimer’s were more likely 
have delayed symptoms com-
pared to monolingual patients. 
In fact, the eff ect of speaking 
a second language produced a 
stronger eff ect on delaying the 
onset of Alzheimer’s than any 
drug currently used to control 

the disease, said Ellen Bialys-
tok, professor of psychology 
at York University in Toronto, 
Canada.

“The fi nding of a four- to 
fi ve-year delay in the onset 
of symptoms of Alzheimer’s 
disease is dramatic. There 
are no pharmacologic inter-
ventions that have shown 
comparable eff ects.” Our in-
terpretation of the present 
fi ndings is that bilingualism 
is a cognitively demanding 
condition that contributes to 
cognitive reserve in much 
the same way as do other 
stimulating intellectual and 
social activities.”

The researchers believe the 
eff ect is directly connected 
with using a second language, 
rather than a side-eff ect of 
diff erences in occupation or 
education between bilingual 
and monolingual people. 
Experiments suggest it has 
something to do with the ex-
tra mental eff ort that goes 
into using a second language, 
Professor Bialystok said.

“Being bilingual has certain 
cognitive benefi ts and boosts 
the performance of the brain 
especially one of the most 
important areas known as 
the executive control sys-
tem. We know that this sys-
tem deteriorates with age 
but we have found at every 
stage of life it functions bet-
ter in bilinguals. They per-
form at a higher level.

“It is rather like a reserve 
tank in a car. When you run 
out of fuel, you can keep go-
ing for longer because there is 
a bit more in the safety tank,” 
she said.

Judith Kroll, professor of psy-
chology at Penn State Univer-
sity in Pennsylvania, said recent 
studies have shown that juggling 
two or more languages helps to 
exercise the brain and keeps it fit 
in the elderly. The bottom line is 
that bilingualism is good for you.

Bilingual people engage 
in “code switching”, mental 
negotiations between which 
language they are using. 
- THE INDEPENDENT
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63
FURIOUS PONTING 

SMASHES TV 

AFTER BEING 

RUN OUT

ROOKIE JUNAID 

READY TO 

SEIZE THE 

CHANCE

FULLY-FIT 

KALLIS BLASTS 

SOUTH AFRICA’S 

CRITICS
2

TEN’S 
TON

RYAN TEN DOESCHATE
MAN OF THE MATCH

 For the past six weeks I’ve 

 struggled with the bat but 

 I’ve worked really hard in 

 the last two weeks and it was 

 just one of those days. It is a 

 really good deck and I picked 

 up the ball pretty early and it 

 was one of those days when 

 everything came naturally 119
RUNS

110
BALLS

9
FOURS

3
SIXES
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AFTER two successive defeats in 
the warm-up games, Australia would 
have been satisfi ed to get Zimbabwe 
out of their way. While they would 
have gone in as favourites anyway, 
the warm-up results could have led 
to some questions being asked of 
them and the relief would have been 
palpable. It was interesting to watch 
the openers bat in the manner they 
did. 65 runs in the fi rst 20 overs re-
minded me of the times when the 
use of fi eld restrictions had not been 
discovered by teams. 

But the Aussies clearly had a plan 
based on the fact that Zimbabwe 
were to look to throw their best 
spinners upfront. 

Once the likes of Prosper Utseya 

and Raymond Price were negoti-
ated and a good, strong foundation 
was built, Australia could rely on 
Michael Clarke to hold his end up 
and the others to bat aggressively 
around that. Mitchell Johnson 
bowled one of his best spells in re-
cent times then, to demolish any 
chance that Zimbabwe would have 
hoped for. There were sterner tests 
ahead but for now, Australia will 
take this win. 

It was interesting to see that the 
think-tank resisted their temptation 
to tinker with their batting order till 
the very end. 

One got the sense that the plan 
was to ensure that all the top-order 
batsmen were back to their best bat-

ting forms before the real games be-
gin. Australia’s next game is against 
New Zealand, a side which has had 
its own form-issues. John Wright’s 
appointment as their coach has al-
lowed them a bit of a comeback, but 
where he could defi nitely help the 
side is with their preparation in In-
dia, a team he had coached for fi ve 
years. 

Fortunately for New Zealand, 
the batting is slowly beginning to 
turn the corner. Martin Guptill has 
had three good games ever since 
arriving in India while Jesse Ry-
der possesses the ability to explode 
against any kind of bowling on his 
day. Where New Zealand will look 
at more consistency is with the 

batting of Brendon McCullum and 
Ross Taylor, both of who have had 
some ups interspersed with many 
more downs with the bat. The duo 
will be vital as far as the Kiwis are 
concerned. It was a surprise to see 
Australia leave out Doug Bollinger 
from the fi rst game given that he 
has a fair knowledge of these con-
ditions. I sense that Bollinger could 
play against New Zealand as the side 
will look to rotate the pace bowlers 
in these hot and humid conditions.

One of the pre-tournament fa-
vourites South Africa will take on 
West Indies, a team that has given 
them some hard moments in the 
World Cup. West Indies have won a 
couple of World Cup games against 

South Africa and both were rather 
vital games — one in the quarterfi -
nal of 1996 and then fi rst game of the 
2003 World Cup, contributing in no 
small way in their ouster. 

This time around though, the 
hype around South Africa is much 
lesser and that should help them 
no end — at least till we get to the 
knock-outs. The likes of Jacques 
Kallis and Hashim Amla are not 
only in the kind of patch that is usu-
ally described as purple but have 
also had the experience of playing in 
the sub-continent in recent times. 
That should put them on a fi rm ped-
estal to win this encounter.  Unless, 
of course, Chris Gayle and Kieron 
Pollard have other ideas. — PMG

AHMEDABAD: Australia cap-
tain Ricky Ponting is optimistic 
his batsmen will be solve the spin 
puzzle ahead of bigger matches in 
a quest for winning a fourth suc-
cessive World Cup. 

“I think the more we play and 
the more we get accustomed to 
these conditions the better our 
performance will be against spin,” 
said Ponting, under whose cap-
taincy Australia have not lost a 
match in the last two World Cups. 
Defending champions Australia 
opened their campaign with a 91-
run victory over Zimbabwe in a 
day-night match in Ahmedanad 
on Monday, but their perform-
ance against spin left a lot to be 
desired. 

In-form opener Shane Watson 
(79) and Michael Clarke (58 not 
out) hit impressive half-centuries 
to guide Australia to 262-6 but 
most of the batsmen struggled to 
score freely against Zimbabwe’s 
slow bowlers. 

Australia have been fi nding it 
diffi  cult to dominate spin on low, 
slow pitches since they lost their 
opening warm-up game against 
India in Bangalore. 

They face another spin test 
when they clash with trans-Tas-
man rivals New Zealand in their 
second match in Nagpur on Fri-
day, with their opponents having 
quality spinners in Daniel Vettori 
and Nathan McCullum. 

“We know that spin factor will 
be a big one in this tournament. 
We know these conditions and 
know how to play in India or Sri 
Lanka,” Ponting said after Aus-

tralia’s 24th successive win in the 
World Cup. 

“We need to play better (against 
spin). We need to be at the top 
of our game as the tournament 
progresses and I think are not 
there quite yet.” 

Australia, who managed just 28 
in the opening 10 overs on Mon-
day, will need a brisk start from 
Watson and Brad Haddin against 
New Zealand who may also open 
the attack with a spinner, like 
Zimbabwe. 

Off -spinner McCullum did it in 
New Zealand’s crushing win over 
Kenya in Chennai on Sunday, giv-
ing away just 15 runs in his four 
overs. 

“Hopefully, we can get off  to a 
much better start next time and 
take pressure off  the middle or-
der,” said Watson, named man of 
the match against Zimbabwe. 

The Australian skipper, who 
described the victory over Zim-
babwe as “solid” rather than 
“spectacular”, had reasons to be 
satisfi ed with the performance of 
his pace trio of Mitchell Johnson, 
Shaun Tait and Brett Lee. 

The pacemen bowled their 
hearts out to virtually reduce the 
match to a no-contest with their 
sharp performances as Zimbabwe 
were dismissed for 171. Johnson 
was the pick of the bowlers with 
4-19 off  9.2 overs. 

When asked what was the main 
feature of their pace attack, Pon-
ting said: “The variations that 
we have in our attack. (Left-arm 
paceman) Johnson and Tait were 
more consistent. 

“Tait, with his slinging action, 
swings the new ball and reverses 
the old one, and this was probably 
one of the best spells I have seen 
Johnson bowl in One-day cricket. 

“I thought Johnson was out-
standing and Tait’s just working 
up to match fi tness so to get eight 
or nine overs out of him was a real 
bonus. The attack has variations 
and the ability to break partner-
ships.” 

Tait, bowling in short spells, 
fi nished with 2-34 while Lee took 
one wicket. Both of them have re-
cently returned to One-day side 
after recovering from injuries and 
their form augurs well for Aus-
tralia. — AFP

MARK
WAUGH

COMMENTARY

Sterner tests ahead for Australia

AUSSIES CONFIDENT OF CRACKING

SPIN RIDDLE 

A FURIOUS Ricky Ponting 
took out his frustration at 
being run out in Austral-

ia’s opening World Cup match by 
smashing a television set with his 
bat in the team’s dressing room. 

The incident during the Group 
A match against Zimbabwe was 
reported to the sport’s governing 

body but an International Cricket 
Council source said yesterday “it 
was unlikely the matter would be 
taken any further”. 

On Monday, the Australian cap-
tain was found short of his crease 
at the non-striking end by a di-
rect throw from the mid-wicket 
boundary by the lanky Chris Mpo-

fu while attempting a second run. 
Ponting was seen talking angrily to 
himself as he walked back to the 
pavilion and it appears his emo-
tions spilled over once he was 
back in the dressing room, where 
he saw footage of his dismissal be-
ing replayed on TV. 

“It’s true. We have already in-

formed the ICC and the Australian 
cricket authorities about the inci-
dent,” Gujarat Cricket Association 
secretary Rajesh Patel said before 
adding that the incident was a 
minor one.  Australia beat Zimba-
bwe by 91 runs in their World Cup 
opener at the Sardar Patel Stadi-
um. — Reuters

FURIOUS PONTING SMASHES 
TV AFTER BEING RUN OUT

 Australia, who managed just 28 in the opening 10 overs on Monday, will need a 
 brisk start from Watson and Brad Haddin against New Zealand who may also 
 open the attack with a spinner, like Zimbabwe. Off -spinner McCullum did it in 
 New Zealand’s win over Kenya, giving away just 15 runs in his four overs 

 We need to 

 play better 

 against spin 

 and we need 

 to be on top of 

 our game 
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THE AFRICAN FLAIR AND AMUSEMENT
Zimbabwe’s Ray Price dances with teammate Chris Mpofu after Price dismissed Australia’s David Hussey during their ICC 
Cricket World Cup 2011 Group A match in Ahmedabad. Zimbabwe would have lost the match to the defending champions 
but they relished every moment. This jig, a la Roger Milla of Cameroon, was intended for the spectators but unfortunately 
very few turned up for the match.  Zimbabwe need to back their disciplined spin bowling with solid batting if they are to 
leave a mark at the World Cup, skipper Elton Chigumbura said after the match. The Zimbabwean batsmen failed to sup-
port their spinners as they could manage just 171.  Big positive for Zimbabwe was their bowling as Left-arm spinner Price, 
off -spinner Utseya and leg-spinner Cremer conceded just 127 off  their combined tally of 30 overs Zimbabwe coach Alan 
Butcher also said his team needed to put in a better batting performance in the remaining matches. — Reuters

BARELY a month ago rookie paceman 
Junaid Khan was planning to watch 
the World Cup on television but So-
hail Tanveer’s injury has given him 
the chance to play on the biggest stage. 
The 21-year-old is now aiming to step 
into the shoes of his friend and fellow 

new-ball bowler at Under-19 level Mohammed Amir, who 
is serving a fi ve-year ban on charges of corruption. 

“I wish I was given a chance with Amir,” said the pace-
man from Sawabi, a small town in Pakistan’s troubled 

North-West Frontier Province. 
“But it’s fate. I am happy to be part of the Pakistan 

team and want to do my best.”  “We started our careers 
almost at the same time and were part of Pakistan’s 
junior team for the Under-19 World Cup in 2008 
when we became good friends,” said Junaid of Aam-
er, a fellow left-armer. 

Amir modelled his action legendary left-arm 
paceman Wasim Akram, but Junaid learnt from 
another Pakistan great, paceman Imran Khan, by 
watching YouTube clips. 

“When I started cricket I used to watch Imran’s 
videos on YouTube and I was enamoured by his per-
sonality and his bowling and learnt a lot of things 
through the website as there were limited opportu-
nities in my town,” said Junaid. 

Former chief selector Iqbal Qasim said it had 
been diffi  cult to choose between Amir and Jun-
aid. “When we were picking the national team 
in 2009, it was diffi  cult to pick one of the two 
promising pacemen, both left-armers and with 
huge potential, but in the end Amir showed 
more spark and was selected,” said Qasim. 

But the selectors knew it would be only a 
matter of time before Junaid got his chance. 
His 167 wickets in just 35 fi rst-class match-
es are ample proof of his qualities as a fast 
bowler.  When Pakistan take the fi eld at 
the Mahinda Rajapakse stadium in Ham-
bantota, Sri Lanka, only Junaid will have 
an idea of what to expect from the pitch 
as he played there for Pakistan “A” last 
year. 

He took nine wickets in the match 
in a lost cause against Sri Lanka “A” 
but that was enough to catch the eye 
of the selectors. Junaid may not get 

his chance in Pakistan’s fi rst match 
against Kenya today with Pakistan set 

to name a full-strength side but is aim-
ing to seize his chance when he gets 

an opportunity. “I am happy to play 
in such a big event and whenever 

I am given a chance I will try to 
do something special,” Junaid 

vowed. Pakistan coach Waqar 
Younis praised Junaid’s en-

ergy levels.  “Junaid has ex-
traordinary energy levels 

and is bowling well. I am 
sure he will go places 

at international level,” 
said Waqar Younis, 

another legendary 
Pakistan quick, 

who took 416 
wickets in 262 

ODIs.  — AFP
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Kiwis set to play on after quake disaster in Christchurch
NEW ZEALAND’s cricket-

ers at the World Cup were 
yesterday coming to terms 

with the devastating earthquake 
which rocked Christchurch and the 
tournament organisers planned an 
appropriate tribute. 

A 6.3 magnitude earthquake hit 
New Zealand’s second biggest city 
on Tuesday, killing at least 65 people 
and causing widespread damage. 

The International Cricket Coun-
cil (ICC), however, was confi dent 
that New Zealand would go ahead 
with their World Cup matches. 

“It’s very tragic really,” an ICC 
spokesman said by phone. 

“At this point of time, we can only 

give our condolences to those af-
fected. But we don’t think it’s going 
to have any impact on the cricket 
World Cup as of now.” 

ICC chief executive Haroon 
Lorgat said the earthquake badly 
damaged the New Zealand Cricket 
(NZC) offi  ce in Christchurch but 
the staff  were not aff ected. 

“We have already contacted the 
New Zealand Cricket’s chief execu-
tive Justin Vaughan to express our 
concern for him, his staff  and the 
people of Christchurch,” Lorgat said 
in a statement. 

“The news we have is that the 
NZC offi  ces have been severely 
damaged but thankfully everyone 

who works for NZC seems to have 
escaped without injury.”  “It’s a 
helpless feeling but I will be discuss-
ing with the organisers of the ICC 
Cricket World Cup 2011 how we can 
most appropriately remember those 
who lost their lives or have been in-
jured and aff ected when the Black 
Caps play their next match against 
Australia in Nagpur on Friday.” 

Pace bowler Hamish Bennett, 
who was born in Timaru, Brendon 
McCullum and coach John Wright 
have links to the area. 

“The team was woken early in In-
dia to news of another Christchurch 
earthquake. 

“Thoughts are with everyone and 

hoping all are OK,” NZC said in a 
Twitter post. 

“Thoughts go out to the people of 
Christchurch today.  Terrible thing 
to have happened again,” batsman 
Martin Guptill posted on his page in 
the micro-blogging site. 

“All immediate friends and fam-
ily are (okay), but that doesn’t de-
tract from the fact that there have 
been fatalities,” New Zealand media 
manager Ellery Tappin was quoted 
as saying by Cricinfo. 

He was unavailable all day when 
Reuters attempted to contact him. 

New Zealand beat Kenya by 10 
wickets in their opening match on 
Sunday. — Reuters

 At this point of time, we can only 
 give our condolences. But we 
 don’t think it’s going to have any 
 impact on the World Cup 
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PAKISTAN coach Waqar Younis 
believes the recent spot-fi xing 
scandal will not have a detrimental 
eff ect on their World Cup campaign 
which gets underway against Kenya 
here today. 

Former Test captain Salman Butt 
and pacemen Mohammed Amir and 
Mohammed Asif were banned on 
charges of corruption relating to last 
year’s Lord’s Test against England. 
All three also face criminal prosecu-
tion. But Waqar said his team, who 
are in action for the fi rst time since 
the bans were announced, are not 
worried about the past. 

“Whatever happened last year is 
now history. This is a new place and 
an important tournament, so we 
want to be fully focused and start 
the event like India and New Zea-
land did,” said Waqar. 

Pakistan are also eager to put be-
hind them their tragedy-hit 2007 
tournament. 

Four years ago, Pakistan suff ered 
an embarrassing three-wicket de-
feat at the hands of outsiders Ire-
land in Kingston and crashed out in 
the fi rst round. As if the humiliation 
was not enough, their English coach 
Bob Woolmer died the very next 
day, threatening the World Cup and 
putting the players under investiga-
tion by the Jamaican police who in-
itially treated the death as murder. 

Even after the death was declared 
as due to natural causes, Pakistani 
players came in for severe criticism 
from home fans who wanted them 
punished for their fi rst round exit — 
their second in as many events. 

Captain Shahid Afridi said his 
team will take all opponents here 
seriously. 

“There have been so many upsets 

in the World Cup in the past, like the 
one against Ireland four years ago, 
so we have that in mind and we will 
be on our toes in every match, be it 
Kenya or Sri Lanka,” Afridi said. 

The current Pakistan squad has 
only four survivors from that Irish 
defeat — Younis Khan, Umar Gul, 
Mohammed Hafeez and Kamran 
Akmal — but Afridi said no player 
has forgotten the shattering loss. 

Not even Kenya’s abject 10-wick-
et surrender to New Zealand in a 
Group A match in Chennai on Sun-
day, makes Afridi feel at ease. 

“If they had a bad day then they 
can come hard on us. We will be 
geared up as our main aim is to win 
all our group matches,” said Afridi 
of the fi rst stage where Pakistan 
also face Sri Lanka, Australia, New 
Zealand, Zimbabwe and Canada. 

The top four teams qualify for 
the quarterfi nals from each of the 
two groups. Pakistan opener Ahmed 
Shahzad and middle-order batsman 
Misbah ul-Haq hit centuries in the 
fi rst warm-up match against Bang-
ladesh last week and senior bats-
man Younis Khan scored 80 in a lost 
cause against England. Younis and 
Misbah will be the key in providing 
a solid base for hard-hitters Afridi, 
Umar Akmal and Abdul Razzaq, who 
can run riot in the fi nal overs and in 
the batting powerplay. Kenya cap-
tain Jimmy Kamande vowed to have 
a diff erent approach against Paki-
stan, after his team was shot out for 
a paltry 69 against New Zealand. 

“Next game, it’ll be diff erent op-
position and a diff erent approach 
from us. I would be happy as long as 
we improve each and every game,” 
said Kamande, whose team reached 
the semifi nal in the 2003 World 

Cup. 
“We didn’t express ourselves (in 

the fi rst match) but we will show 
improvements,” said Kamande, 
whose team has never met Pakistan 
in a World Cup match having been 
a regular feature in the World Cup 
since 1996. Pakistan have won all 
their fi ve One-day Internationals 
against Kenya. 

Squads:
Pakistan: Shahid Afridi (capt), 
Misbah ul-Haq, Mohammed Ha-
feez, Kamran Akmal, Younis Khan, 
Asad Shafi q, Umar Akmal, Abdul 
Razzaq, Abdur Rehman, Saeed 
Ajmal, Shoaib Akhtar, Umar Gul, 
Wahab Riaz, Junaid Khan, Ahmed 
Shahzad. Coach: Waqar Younis 

Kenya: Jimmy Kamande (capt), 
Seren Waters, Alex Obanda, David 
Obuya, Collins Obuya, Steve Tikolo, 
Tanmay Mishra, Rakep Patel, Mor-
ris Ouma, Thomas Odoyo, Nehe-
miah Odhiambo, Elijah Otieno, Pe-
ter Ongondo, Shem Ngoche, James 
Ngoche. Coach: Eldine Baptiste 
(WIS) 

Pitch condition: The second pitch 
in the stadium, the fi rst was used 
for the Sri Lanka-Canada clash on 
Sunday, is likely to have bounce and 
pace with a tinge of grass. Spinners 
will also play a role as the match 
progresses. 

Umpires: Nigel Llong (ENG) and 
Tony Hill (NZL) 

TV umpire: Daryl Harper (AUS) 

Match referee: Chris Broad (ENG) 
- AFP 

MATCH 
PREVIEW BESIEGED PAKISTAN 

TAKE FRESH GUARD

VETERAN batsman Steve Tikolo 
vowed yesterday that Kenya would 
lift themselves for their second 
World Cup match against Pakistan 
after their mauling at the hands of 
New Zealand. 

Kenya were skittled out for just 
69 — their lowest World Cup score 
and the fi fth worst in tournament 
history — in Nagpur on Sunday in 
a match that was over in just 31.5 
overs. Tikolo said professionals 
should know how to lift themselves 
after a big disappointment. 

“As a top professional, for me if 
you are down it’s the way you pick 
yourself up, and obviously we can 
pick ourselves up for the game on 

Wednesday,” said Tikolo, dismissed 
for just two during a miserable bat-
ting display. 

“We lost the game. It wasn’t a 
good day for us but the good thing 
that came out in the changing room 
was that the boys were very disap-
pointed and that shows the mark of 
good professionals,” he said. 

Tikolo, who made his ODI de-
but in 1996, said the current team 
needed time to settle. 

“We are a good side, a mixture 
of experience and youth, some 
of whom have never been to the 
World Cup before, so this set of 
players have been together for a 
short while,” he said. 

Not far off  his 40th birthday, 
Tikolo is the second oldest player 
at the tournament behind 40-year-
old Canadian John Davison. 

“If you look at the past World 
Cups, the teams that we had in those 
tournaments had played together 
since 1996 up to 2003, so they were 
teams that had gelled well, but this 
team is new,” said Tikolo. 

He said internal problems in 
Kenyan cricket had aff ected the 
team, which upset the West Indies 
at the 1996 World Cup and went all 
the way to the semifi nals in 2003. 

“We did well in 2003, but we 
had our own internal problems. 
Obviously things could have been 

handled better management-wise 
but right now I don’t really want to 
dwell on that, I just want to look at 
this World Cup and move on,” said 
Tikolo. Tikolo, who said captain 
Jimmy Kamande was fi ne after be-
ing hit in the nets, said the Kenyan 
team could improve with more op-
portunities. 

“If you give the example of Sri 
Lanka, they were not a top side in 
the world but once they got op-
portunities, we see what cricket 
they are playing right now, so we 
too need more opportunities,” said 
Tikolo.  But he admitted Pakistan 
would be tough to beat in Hamban-
tota, Sri Lanka. 

“We know Pakistan are here to 
play good cricket and will be com-
petitive and it’s good to hear that 
the opposing captain has respect 
for us. I will pass that message to 
the boys so obviously the guys will 
be pumped up,” said Tikolo. 

The Kenyan said his team were 
not focused on the possibility of 
missing out on the next World Cup, 
after international cricket chiefs 
opted to trim the event to just ten 
nations from the current 14. 

“We have put that on the back 
burner. We don’t want to dwell on 
that right now, and think about 
Wednesday’s (today’s) game only,” 
said Tikolo. — AFP

Veteran Kenyan 
PAKISTAN captain Shahid Afridi 
vowed yesterday to win the World 
Cup for millions of weary fans back 
home who lost out on the showpiece 
when their country became a no-go 
zone. 

International cricket has been 
suspended in Pakistan ever since 
the terrorist attack on the Sri 
Lankan team bus in Lahore two 
years ago which left eight people 
dead and injured seven visiting 
players and their assistant coach. 

Pakistan was among the four co-
hosts of the 2011 World Cup but 
the International Cricket Council 
was forced to move the matches in 
the wake of attacks. “Not playing in 
our counry is on our minds,” Afridi 
said, ahead of his team’s fi rst match 
against Kenya today. “We feel for 
our nation, our people who are 
missing the World Cup. 

“I think this is the main thing for 
us, so defi nitely we will try our level 
best to win, which is very important 
for us, and if we do that I hope some 

cricket returns to our country soon-
er than later.” 

Besides the suspension of inter-
national cricket, Pakistan has also 
been hit by the spot-fi xing scandal, 
which ended in lengthy bans on 
Salman Butt, Mohammed Asif and 
Mohammed Amir, and other disci-
plinary problems. Afridi admitted 
it was hard to keep the team in the 
right frame of mind against a back-
ground of such problems. 

“It was diffi  cult to keep the team 
settled in the beginning when we 
had all those issues,” said Afridi, 
himself banned for two matches on 
charges of ball-tampering during a 
One-day match in Australia in 2010. 

“We had to rebuild the team 
again but now a situation has come 
that our team is settled. We now 
have such a combination that peo-
ple have hopes that this team can do 
something,” said Afridi, who took 
over as captain in July last year. 

The Pakistan Cricket Board de-
layed in retaining him for the World 

Cup until he won his fi rst One-day 
series in New Zealand earlier this 
month. 

“It’s diffi  cult to be the captain 
in India or Pakistan with all that’s 
happening, you have to make sac-
rifi ces. But my eff ort is always that 
I do well as captain or as player,” 
said Afridi, who made his ODI de-
but against Kenya in 1996. In only 
his second One-day match, he hit 
a world record 37-ball hundred-
which still stands-against Sri Lanka 
in Nairobi. 

“I love Kenya and Kenyans,” said 
Afridi, when asked about his team’s 
opponents. 

“I don’t think we will be relaxed 
when we face them and I would like 
to be playing at our full strength.” 

That meant express paceman 
Shoaib Akhtar will share the new 
ball with Umar Gul or Abdul Razzaq, 
with Wahab Riaz as fourth seamer. 

Afridi and Mohammed Hafeez 
will lead the spin department. 
— AFP

Afridi promises World Cup for Pakistan 

HEAD-TO-HEAD
Pakistan lead 5-0 

The two teams have never played in the sub-continent
 or in the World Cups

••   Although Pakistan have won 
each time they have played, it 
has more often been the Kenyan 
batting that has let them down.  
Their highest score against Pa-
kistan in the fi ve innings they 
have had is 179, and the last time 
they met, Kenya were shot out 
for a paltry 94. 

••   Pakistan cricket has seen some 
trying times since their suc-
cessful World Cup campaign in 
1992, but none so more acute 
than the current period. Unable 
to play at home, tainted by spot 
fi xing and other scandals, con-
fusion over team and captaincy 
selections, and recent perform-
ances (LWWWL) where they 
have lost more (10) than they 
have won (eight) in the last 12 
months, could possibly dis-
tract them from the job at hand. 
Their performances against 
New Zealand and the convinc-
ing win over Bangladesh in the 
warm-up would help them al-
though they did lose their last 
warm-up to England, capitulat-
ing to another fi ve-wicket haul 
from Stuart Broad. However, 
with Pakistan, one never knows 
and they tend to come up with 
their best performance when 

least expected. 
••   Kenya will be smarting from 

their loss in the opening match 
against New Zealand in some-
what humiliating circumstanc-
es where the entire match lasted 
just over 30 overs. Their recent 
form (LWLWL) and their mo-
rale will be severely tested by 
Pakistan, especially the bowling 
attack, if Kenya end up batting 
fi rst. 

••   Hambantota has hosted only 

one match where the hosts, Sri 
••   Lanka, crushed Canada and one 

cannot look too much into how 
the pitch played either batting 
fi rst or under the lights. Howev-
er, given the history between Pa-
kistan and Kenya, the team win-
ning the toss may elect to fi eld 
and try to expose the relative 
batting frailties of either side. 

••   Misbah-ul-Haq is the man in 
form for Pakistan with a couple 
of fi fties against New Zealand 
and a century in the warm-up 
match against Bangladesh. 
He has donned the role of the 
fi nisher for Pakistan for a few 
years now, but if Pakistan were 
to chase, then it would be wor-
rying for them if he did get a 
chance to fi nish. 

••   It is a refl ection of the unful-
fi lled promise of the team when 
the grand old man of Kenyan 
cricket, the 39-year-old Steve 
Tikolo, is still the player around 
whom the batting and bowling 
tends to revolve. There have 
not been enough youngsters 
to challenge or ease his role in 
the team and, despite the poor 
showing against New Zealand, 
Tikolo has had good form in the 
warm-up games. 
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SOUTH Africa spinner Johan Botha be-
lieves seeing India being burdened with 
the tag of World Cup favourites can work 
in the Proteas’ favour after years of endur-
ing similar expectations. 

South Africa were widely tipped to 
clinch the trophy on home ground in 
2003, before a calamitous misinterpreta-
tion of the rain rule saw them fall to defeat 
against Sri Lanka in the fi rst round. 

In the Caribbean four years later, it was 
old enemy Australia who comfortably pre-
vailed in the semifi nals.  

“I think in 2003 and 2007 we were fa-
vourites. This time there are not a lot of 
expectations from people back home,” 
said Botha, according to the Press Trust of 
India.  But within the team we believe we 
can go all the way in the tournament. So 
that’s nice. We need to get into the knock-
out round and if we have a few good games 
we can end up with the trophy.  

“Lots of teams are favourites — India, 
Australia and Sri Lanka are a quality team. 
We can do our business.” 

Botha will have a key role to play in 
the tournament where spin is likely to 
have more penetration than his feared 
fast-bowling teammates Dale Steyn and 
Morne Morkel. 

“In South Africa, seamers take all the 
wickets and spinners just control the 
game,” said Botha, who was buoyed by a 
3-2 win over India in South Africa in the 
One-day series in January. 

“We will take a bit of confi dence from 
that series. We played against world-class 
batsmen and spinners and it was a great 
preparation. Personally, it was really good 
to play and see where my game was. 

“But we want to be bit more attacking 
and pick up wickets in the World Cup.” 
South Africa can aff ord to fi eld all three 
frontline spinners in some of the World 
Cup matches because they can deftly 
handle bowling powerplays, off -spinner 
Johan Botha said on Monday. 

From a team that has not cared enough 
about spin bowling in the past, South Af-
rica look determined to win their fi rst 
World Cup as they arrived with three slow 
bowlers in Botha, left-arm spinner Robin 
Peterson and Pakistan-born leg-spinner 
Imran Tahir. 

“It is very exciting for the guys,” Botha 
told reporters after the team’s training 
session on Monday.  “I am looking for-
ward to all three frontline spinners play-
ing in some of the matches.”  — AFP

SMILE FROM
SOUTH AFRICA
South African cricket captain 
Graeme Smith, centre, and 
teammates Wayne Parnell and 
Johan Botha  pose with Indian 
HIV aff ected people during 
an ICC UNAIDS/ThinkWise 
partnership event at the Fero-
zshah Kotla stadium in New 
Delhi yesterday. South Africa 
takes on the West Indies in 
Match 7 of the Cricket World 
Cup on Thursday. — AFP 

FULLY-FIT KALLIS

JACQUES Kallis yesterday 
said he was fully fi t for the 
opening World Cup clash 
against the West Indies 
and blasted critics for 

hanging the “chokers” tag around 
South African necks. 

“Everything has gone according 
to plan,” said Kallis ahead of tomor-
row’s match. 

“I am 100 per cent fi t for the 
match. In fact, all the guys in the 
team are fi t. All 15 are available for 
selection.” 

Kallis, 35, injured his ribs during 
the recent Test series against India at 
home and did not bowl in South Af-
rica’s two World Cup warm-up games 
against Australia and Zimbabwe. 

Kallis, the number one all-round-
er in One-day cricket with 11,002 
runs and 259 wickets from 307 
matches, said it was unfair to sug-
gest that South Africans crumbled 
under pressure. 

“A lot is made in the media about 
the choker thing. We don’t even think 
about it. I think the media uses this 
tag far too often, in fact every time the 
team loses a match,” he said. 

“They should go and look up the 
meaning of chokers in the dictionary 
fi rst. This tag does not haunt us. Elev-
en of our 15 players will be playing 
their fi rst World Cup so it’s not some-
thing we are even thinking about.”  
South Africa have yet to win One-day 
cricket’s top prize despite making it to 
the semifi nals three times. 

Kallis said his team will be on top 
of their game against the West In-
dies.  “They are a dangerous side,” 
he said. “They have a few players 

who can change the game on their 
day. We have been on top of them 
recently and played some good 
cricket. 

“And that’s what we will look to 
do again. Play well and put the pres-
sure back on them.” 

Kallis also defended packing their 
World Cup side with three special-
ist spinners. 

“We know that the wickets are 
going to help the spinners. Having 
three specialists gives us an advan-
tage and a variety to choose from. 

“We have not had a leg-spinner 
in our squad for a long time, the last 
time we had one was Paul Adams. A 
leg-spinner brings something dif-
ferent with him. We also have an 
off -spinner and a left-arm spinner. 

“So we have a good variety which 
can be used diff erently according to 
the conditions. We have covered all 
bases and we just need to deliver the 
goods now.” 

Kallis dismissed suggestions that 
his side may be rusty after having 
to wait for nearly two-and-a-half - 
weeks in India before playing their 
fi rst game. 

“Our preparation has been very 
good. In fact, we have never been as 
well prepared before at any World 
Cup. The guys are relaxed and rar-
ing to have a go. We are used to the 
conditions. 

“We have been gelling as a unit. 
Each guy knows his role in the team. 
When you don’t know where you fi t, 
you tend to be nervous. 

“As a senior player in the squad, 
I am telling the youngsters to enjoy 
every minute of it.” — AFP

SOUTH AFRICA’S No pressure, 
no problem 
for South 
Africa: Botha
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DHAKA: Ireland’s leading player 
Ed Joyce fears the International 
Cricket Council’s plan to restrict 
the next edition of the World Cup to 
10 teams will hit their hopes of join-
ing the Test-playing nations. 

“It’s a setback for us as a country,” 
Joyce said yesterday as he relaxed 
before their opening match against 
Bangladesh in Dhaka on Friday. 

The governing body, the ICC, last 
week in Dhaka confi rmed a plan to 
pare down the 50-over World Cup 
from 14 to 10 teams from 2015. 

Ireland have already applied 
for Test status to the ICC and 
Joyce feared the World Cup 
slimdown plan could jepoardise 
their chances. 

“We need to play in these glo-
bal tournaments to push our case 
and obviously if we can’t play the 
next World Cup that will be a bit of 
a blow.” 

In the 2007 World Cup played 
in the Caribbean, Ireland made a  

huge impact with wins over Bangla-
desh and Pakistan, the latter result 
memorably putting out the 1992 
champions. 

“We made great strides after the 
2007 World Cup where the boys 

performed so well in the West In-
dies,” said Joyce. 

In that event he played for Eng-
land as he chased test qualifi ca-
tion before returning to play for his 
countrymen last year. 

“Obviously we (the Irish) beat 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, tied with 
Zimbabwe and got through to the 
Super Eights and performed well in 
the Twenty20 World Cup. 

“So we believe as a country, as a 
cricketing nation, we are on our way 
and obviously it will be a blow not 
to be able to be involved in future 
World Cups,” Joyce continued. 

“It’s hard to see how cricket 
would benefi t in our country from 
that because we would not be ex-
posed to the top teams,” he said. 

“We have some young players 
coming through and we have got a 
good side at the moment. So we are 
hoping it doesn’t come to that. 

“It could be the case if we don’t 
get into the future World Cups per-
haps the guys will have to go back to 
do what they did before. 

“It’s only the last year that con-
tracts have come to Irish cricket 
anyway. So we just hope it doesn’t 
get that bad,” he said. — AFP

BANGLADESH will 
take on Ireland in 
their next World 
Cup match on Friday 
with renewed confi -

dence despite the opening defeat 
against India, under-fi re bats-
man Tamim Iqbal (in picture)
has said. The fl amboyant Tamim, 
one of the keys to Bangladesh’s 
success in the tournament, said 
the 87-run loss at India’s hands 
last Saturday had not dented his 
team’s psyche. 

“We are not thinking about the 
India match at all,” the opening 
batsman said. “We still have fi ve 
matches left, and we are looking 
ahead. We are all very relaxed. 

“We are now totally focused 
on the Ireland match.” 

Tamim top-scored with 70 as 
Bangladesh, chasing India’s mas-
sive 370-4, replied with a spirited 
283-9 in the day-night match at 
the Sher-e-Bangla stadium. 

Tamim brushed aside criti-
cism in the Bangladesh media 

for playing an unusually dour in-
nings with just three fours and a 
six when the team’s need was for 
quick runs. 

“I was not timing the ball well,” 
he said. “Somehow the ball was 
not coming on to the bat that well. 
So I thought it better not to throw 
my wicket and just hang in there. 

“One thing I believe is that 
even if I play 20-30 balls more, 
I can always recover my strike-
rate later.” 

“The target of 371 was a huge 
one to chase. I thought if we 
could have got them around the 
300-310 mark, we could have 
made a match out of it.” 

Tamim said his side was con-
fi dent of doing well against Ire-
land, despite losing to them in 
2007 World Cup in the Car-
ibbean and the 2009 World 
Twenty20 in England. 

“We have plans for each and 
every player in their side,” he 
said. “We have played quite a few 
matches against them, and its the 

same set of players they have got. 
“We know their strengths and 

weaknesses. If we can execute 
our plans we will defi nitely win.” 

Bangladesh must beat both 
the non-Test nations, Ireland 
and the Netherlands, and one of 
the established sides from Eng-
land, South Africa and the West 
Indies, to progress to the next 
round. 

Tamim, however, said there 
was no pressure on him or his 
team. 

“There are a lot of pressures if 
you keep thinking about them,” 
he said. 

“But the boys are mentally 
tough and ready. We know we 
have to play our best if we want 
to beat any team we play against, 
whether it’s South Africa or Ire-
land. 

“In the World Cup there are no 
easy matches. You cannot relax. 
We will approach all the matches 
the same way, just the way we ap-
proached the India match.” — AFP

JOYCE FEARS IRELAND’S 
TEST BID IS IN JEOPARDY

 In the 2007 World Cup played 

 in the Caribbean, Ireland made 

 a huge impact with wins over 

 Bangladesh and Pakistan, 

 the latter result memorably 

 putting out the 1992 champions 

CAN WE PLAY TESTS? Leading Irish player is worried.
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SCOREBOARD

THE NETHERLANDS
A. Kervezee c Prior b Bresnan 16 
W. Barresi st Prior b Swann 29 
T. Cooper c Anderson b Collingwood 47 
R. ten Doeschate c Bopara b Broad 119 
B. Zuiderent c Collingwood b Swann 1 
T. de Grooth b Broad 28 
P. Borren not out 35 
M. Bukhari not out 6 
Extras (b-3, lb-3, w-2, nb-3) 11 
Total (6 wkts, 50 overs) 292 
Did not bat: P Seelaar, B Loots, B Westdijk  
Fall of wickets: 1-36 (Kervezee), 2-58 (Barresi), 3-136 (Cooper), 
4-149 (Zuiderent), 5-213 (De Grooth), 6-274 (Ten Doeschate) 
Bowling: Anderson 10-0-72-0 (2nb); Broad 10-2-65-2 (1nb, 1w); 
Bresnan 10-0-49-1 (1w); Swann 10-0-35-2; Collingwood 8-0-46-1; 
Pietersen 2-0-19-0 

ENGLAND
A. Strauss c Cooper b Bukhari 88 
K. Pietersen c Borren b Seelaar 39 
J. Trott st Barresi b ten Doeschate 62 
I. Bell b ten Doeschate 33 
P. Collingwood not out 30 
R. Bopara not out 30 
Extras (b-1, lb-2, w-11) 14 
Total (4 wkts, 48.4 overs) 296 
Did not bat: M Prior, T Bresnan, S Broad, G Swann, J Anderson 
Fall of wickets: 1-105 (Pietersen), 2-166 (Strauss), 3-224 (Trott), 4-241 
(Bell) 
Bowling: Bukhari 9-0-54-1; Westdijk 7-0-41-0; Loots 9.4-0-74-0 (2w); 
Seelaar 10-0-54-1; Ten Doeschate 10-0-47-2 (1w); Cooper 3-0-23-0 
Man-of-the-match: Ryan ten Doeschate (NED) 
Umpires: Asad Rauf (PAK) and Bruce Oxenford (AUS) 
TV umpire: Kumar Dharmasena (SRI) 

NEW DELHI:  Familiar 
conditions and an abundance 
of all-rounders make West 
Indies as good as any other top 
team chasing World Cup glory, 
vice-captain Dwayne Bravo said 
yesterday. The class of 2011 is a 
pale shadow of the West Indian 

All-round 
Windies are 
as good as 
any top team, 
says Bravo

side that won the fi rst two World 
Cups but Bravo insisted they stood 
good chance this time around. 

“The conditions are similar as 
compared to what we have back 
in West Indies. I think that is the 
advantage we have,” Bravo told re-
porters.  “We have also got (several) 
all-rounders in our team. I think 
this is going to be very important in 
the sub-continent where all-round 
abilities will be playing a big part.” 

West Indies begin their Group 
B campaign against South Africa 
tomorrow and according to Bravo, 
even if half the all-rounders hit form, 
that would be enough to win any 
match. “We have our captain Darren 
Sammy, (Kieron) Pollard, myself  
and Chris Gayle and they are all top 
quality all-rounders,” he said. 

“I think on any given day, if two 
of us out of the four have a good 
game, West Indies will be in a good 
position to win. I think our chances 
are just as good as any other team. 
We have prepared very hard and 
prepared well. We have come in this 
tournament full of confi dence.”

New Zealand 
eye Aussie win 
to lift spirits 
NAGPUR:  New Zealand cricket 
captain Daniel Vettori believes 
a World Cup win over trans-
Tasman rivals Australia will help 
lift national spirits left shattered 
by the deadly Christchurch earth-
quake. The 15-man squad des-
perately scrambled for news on 
loved ones caught up in Tuesday’s 
6.3 magnitude quake which killed 
at least 65 people, with the team 

admitting to being left shocked 
and numbed by the tragedy. “The 
greatest thing we can do is beat 
Australia to hopefully help bring a 
little relief for the people who are 
going such a rough time at home,” 
said Vettori. “It’s been a tough day. 
Five or six of the team and the 
management crew are based in 
Christchurch, so it’s been a rough 
time for them fi nding out that 
their families are safe. 

“We all have family or friends 
in Christchurch, it’s been tough. 
We are feeling it too and the 
Canterbury community is in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

“It’s hard to deal with out of 
context. Guys will be thinking 
about wives and children at home 
who are dealing with the after-
math. It might be a distraction, it 
will be a testing time.” 

New Zealand’s players, who 
face defending champions Aus-
tralia in Nagpur on Friday, regu-
larly used Twitter throughout the 
day in search of information and 
to off er condolences.

HAMBANTOTA:  Sri Lanka  
removed a ban yesterday on tak-
ing musical instruments into the 
island nation’s World Cup venues, 
a day ahead of an expected low 
attendance match between Paki-
stan and Kenya.  

Sri Lankans, especially youths, 
love to watch cricket accompa-
nied by music from within the 
ground and the initial ban threat-
ened to take away much needed 
atmosphere, especially at sparsely 
attended games. 

“The match without bands is 
like going to a hotel without the 
most favourite dish,” Mahindan-
anda Aluthgamage, the sports 
minster, said. 

“I had a discussion with the In-
spector General of Police, and we 
have removed the ban on bands 
and musical instruments.” 

Don’t worry, 
be happy, 
press tells 
Zimbabwe
AHMEDABAD:  Zimbabwe’s 
World Cup campaign is still very 
much alive despite their opening 
91-run defeat to defending cham-
pions Australia, a state daily insist-
ed yesterday. “Yesterday’s defeat 
by the Aussies was by no means a 
humiliation and, rather than break 
us, it should build us because it 
showed we could compete,” the 
Herald said in an editorial. 

“There is no need to bury our 
heads in the sand because, now 
that the Aussies are out of the 
way, our 2011 World Cup show 
can begin in earnest.  It said 
Zimbabwe should fi nd honour 
in the defeat saying the team had 
done well compared to Kenya 
which “looked out of their depth,” 
against New Zealand .

Sri Lanka back 
in tune with 
cricket fans

THE NETHERLANDS 
batsmen, especially the 
South Africa-born Ryan 
ten Doeschate (119), 
thrived on England’s 

shoddy bowling and sloppy fi elding to 
power the team to 292-6, a target that 
seemed quite a test for their opponents’ 
tweaked batting order. 

At least England could console 
themselves with the third highest 
successful run chase at a World Cup 
after the Dutch posted the best score 
by an associate member against a 
test-playing nation. 

Skipper Andrew Strauss was less 
than impressed, however. “We got a 
lot of things wrong with our bowling 
and we let them off  the hook three or 
four times in the fi eld as well. So it was a 
very poor fi rst 50 overs,” he said.  

“We’ve got take that on the chin, 
learn from it very quickly because 
we can’t aff ord to do that too often. 
We were very disappointed with our-
selves on the fi eld and thankfully the 
batters got us out of jail. 

“We knew if we kept wickets in 
hand, we’d have a good chance of chas-
ing it down. It was a little bit nervy there 
at the end, maybe a little more nervy 
than we would have liked.” 

England’s chase got off  to a re-
sounding start with Strauss (88) and 
Kevin Pietersen (39) providing a rol-
licking 105-run stand before they lost 
four wickets to fi nd themselves in a 
spot of bother. Paul Collingwood’s 
(30) experience and Ravi Bopara’s 
(30) improvisation came in handy as 
England survived some torrid times 
before completing the tricky chase in 
the penultimate over. 

More mischief
Having stunned England in the 2009 
Twenty20 World Cup, the Dutch up-
starts seemed up to more mischief 
at the Vidarbha Cricket Association 
where they batted as if to salvage the 
reputation of the associate teams 
which, the game’s governing body be-
lieves, have no business being in the 
World Cup. Ten Doeschate clobbered 
three sixes and nine fours in his 110-
ball knock and starred in three 50-plus 
partnerships to provide the corner-
stone of the Netherlands’s innings. 

He added 78 runs with Tom Cooper 
(47), 64 with Tom de Grooth (28) and 
61 with skipper Peter Borren (35 not 
out) to set a stiff  target for Strauss and 
his men.  After Borren had opted to 
set a target rather than chasing one, 
openers Alexei Kervezee (16) and 

Wesley Barresi (29) looked quite 
at ease against the English pacers 
before change bowlers collabour-
ated with stumper Matt Prior to 
remove both. Barresi, having hit 
three fours off  Stuart Broad’s third 
over, top edged a Tim Bresnan deliv-
ery and Kervezee fell to Prior’s sharp 
stumping in Graeme Swann’s fi rst 
over.  Ten Doeschate ensured there 
was no panic in the Dutch camp. 

He off ered dogged resistance in the 
company of former Australia under-19 
player Cooper, consolidated the innings 
with de Grooth before providing the late 
charge with Borren. 

Borren was fortunate to be called 
back despite being bowled by Broad 
as England had one extra fi elder out-
side the circle in that powerplay over. 
— Reuters

88

83
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RUNS

BALLS

FOURS

DUTCH MAKE 
ENGLAND SWEAT
ENGLAND laboured to a thrilling six-wicket victory completed with eight balls to 

spare over the Netherlands in a Group B match to avert what would have been the 

fi rst upset of the World Cup yesterday. 

  P W  L T NR P NRR
Group A  

 New Zealand 1 1 0 0 0 2 +7.620 
 Sri Lanka 1 1 0 0 0 2 +4.200  
 Australia 1 1 0 0 0 2 +1.820
   Zimbabwe 1 0 1 0 0 0 -1.820
    Canada 1 0 1 0 0 0 -4.200  
 Kenya 1 0 1 0 0 0 -7.620 
 Pakistan 0 0 0 0 0 0 ----- 
  

Group B 
 India 1 1 0 0 0 2 +1.740 
 England 1 1 0 0 0 0 +0.242
    Netherlands    1 0 1 0 0 0 -0.242
    Bangladesh 1 0 1 0 0 0 -1.740 
 South Africa 0 0 0 0 0 0 ----- 
 West Indies 0 0 0 0 0 0 ----- 
 Ireland 0 0 0 0 0 0 ----- 

STAND INGS

BR I E FS

Netherlands: 292/6 England: 296/4
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