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The doomed
brother
and sister

Cable of
thanks

MUSCAT — His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said has received a
cable of thanks from King
Abdullah bin Hussein of Jordan
in response to His Majesty’s
cable of condolences on the death
of his father, King Hussein bin
Talal. — ONA

Cables of
greetings

MUSCAT — His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said has sent a cable
of greetings to His Highness
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmed Al Jaber
Al Sabah, emir of Kuwait, on the
occasion of his country’s national
day.

® HIS Majesty the Sultan has
also sent a cable of greetings to
President Kim Jong Il of the
Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea on his birthday. — ONA

Sultan of
Brunei
receives
Busaidi

BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN —
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah of
Brunei Darussalam received
Sayyid Ali bin Hamoud Al
Busaidi, minister of interior, at
Astana Noor Al Iman here in the
Brunei capital yesterday.

During the meeting, Sayyid
Ali conveyed His Majesty. Sultan
Qaboos bin Said’s greetings to
Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah and
His Majesty’s good wishes for the
people of Brunei’s continued
progress and prosperity.

Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah
hailed the warm relations between
Oman and Brunei and extended
his greetings and good wishes to
His Majesty the Sultan and the
Omani people.

Present at the meeting from
the Omani side were Sheikh
Hamoud bin Nasser Al Hashemi,
wali of Buraimi; and Ahmed bin
Mohammed Al Riyami, the
Sultanate’s ambassador to Brunei
Darussalam. Present from the
Brunei side were Behen Issa,
adviser to the sultan of Brunei and
Interior Minister, Dato Abedin,
deputy minister of interior,

® Continued on Page 3

intellectual property rights. ® Report on Page 7

i

SYMPOSIUM ON COPYRIGHT: His Highness Sayyid Faisal bin Ali Al Said, minister of national heritage and culture, and Magbool
bin Ali Sultan, minister of commerce and industry, during the opening session of a three-day symposium on the economic importance of

By A Staff Reportei'

MUSCAT — The Ministry of Social Affairs, Labour and Vocational
Training is to unveil the exact nature of the 12 jobs that would be
Omanised “in a matter of weeks”, according to ministry sources.

While the sources declined to unveil either the 12 professions that
would come under the Omanisation ban, or the exact date when this
information would be made public, they made it clear that it is only a
matter of time before a clear picture emerges.

“Maybe in two or three weeks, or maybe after a few months,” one
informed source said, adding that the information was classified at the
moment and would be unveiled only by the minister of social affairs,
labour and vocational training. ;1

“It is too early to reveal any information now,” the source said.

Sheikh Amer bin Shuwain Al Hosni had, at a meeting held at the
Muscat Technical College with labour-inspection teams on Sunday,
revealed that the ministry would in the future ban non-Omanis from
working in 12 other professions.

However, he did not specify the jobs.

List of 12 new banned jobs
will be out ‘within weeks’

This unanswered question has created some uneasiness among those
expatriates-involved in lower categories of work.

The buzz on in the market is that most of the labour class, unskilled
workers — in short even blue-collar workers — may also be on the list.

The question on every expatriate’s (involved in lower grade profes-
sions) lip is whether they are going to be on the list.

There is no doubt that a day would come when almost ail of the
posts are filled with locals themselves, they said, adding that the author-
ities concerned were justified in doing so.

However, many wondered aloud if a quick decision on the exact
nature of the professions that are going to be Omanised would be made

soon.

If this was revealed quickly enough, it would be mutually beneficial,

they noted.

“The sooner we get to know the position, the better it is for us,” was

the general comment from many.

Some expatriates expressed concern whether the 12 included office
boys, launders, waiters, sandwich makers, tailors, construction workers
... These are jobs that could be easily Omanised, and hence the worry.

Kosovo
peace
hangs In

balance

RAMBOUILLET (France) —
The Kosovo peace talks hung in
the balance yesterday with no
apparent signs of a breakthrough
from the rival Serb and ethnic
Albanian delegations, = despite
intense US pressure.

~ With less than 24 hours to go
before toda’s 1400GMT deadline
for both sides to reach an accord
on the embattled province, the
Serbs were still opposed to a Nato
presence in the majority Albanian
province and the ethnic Albanians
were insisting on guarantees of
ultimate independence.

“There is nothing new in our
position. We don’t agree on the
military  aspects,”  Serbian
President Milan Milutinovic said
on a walkabout near the chateau
where negotiators have been
holed up since February 6.

“First, we must have a politi-
cal accord and then we can dis-
cuss the scope and the character
of implementation,” he added.

“If we have a very good agree- -

ment we may discuss about the
scope and the character of (an)
international presence to fulfil an
accepted agreement.”

But the six-nation Contact
Group on ex-Yugoslavia has from
the start of the talks insisted that
the rival Serb and ethnic Albanian
delegations must reach a global
accord comprising political and
military aspects of their draft
peace plan for Kosovo.

Meanwhile in  Pristina,
Yugoslav army tanks fired on
fighters of the Kosovo Liberation
Army (KLA) in northern Kosovo
yesterday, forcing thousands of

civilians to flee their homes.

The United Nations High
Commission for Refugees said the
fighting had forced more than
4,000 people to flee.

The tanks began firing after an
army convoy was attacked by
KLA fighters in the Vucitrn
region, 40km north of Pristina,
said officials of the Organisation
for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE).

Washington yesterday piled up
the pressure on the Kosovars to
agree to a peace deal in order to
corner the Serbs into signing on as
well. US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright met the
Kosovo Albanian negotiators for
the third consecutive day to con-
vince them to jump on board
ahead of the looming deadline.

“If we had the Kosovo
Albanians to agree, that would
change the situation fundamental-
ly,” US State Department
spokesman James Rubin said.

“Then we would be—in the
position to see a very real
prospect of Nato military action to
concentrate on the minds of the
Serbs.”

The North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (Nato) has threat-
ened to carry out air strikes
against the Serbs if they block a
deal, while the Albanian Kosovars
face sanctions.

“Only the credible threat and
reality of military pressure will
bring Yugoslav President
Slobodan Milosevic to understand
the need to move to the military
portion of this integrated agree-
ment,” Rubin said. — AFP

Allied jets -
attack Iraq
facilities

WASHINGTON — US and
British warplanes struck sites in
northern and southern Iraq
yesterday amid turmoil over the
assassination of the country’s top
cleric.

US F-15E fighters and British
GR1 Tornados struck two com-
munications facilities and two
weapons storage facilities near
the southern port of Basra after
two Iraqi MiG-23s entered a no-
fly zone over southern Iraq, US
military officials said.

In the north, US F-15s
dropped more than 20 precision
guided bombs on multiple Iraqi
anti-aircraft artillery and radar
sites near Mosul after being illu-
minated and fired on, the US
European Command said.

The air strikes occurred
against the backdrop of burgeon-
ing unrest in the south in the
wake of the assassination on
Friday of Ayatollah Mohammed
Sadek Al Sadr, the top cleric in
Iraq.

“We continue to monitor the
situation on ground and how it
might affect coalition forces in
the region,” said Major Joe
Lamarca, a spokesman for the
Tampa, Florida-based US Central
Command.

A US official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, con-
firmed there has been “some
unrest” since the assassination
Friday of Ayatollah Mohammed
Sadek Al Sadr, the top cleric in
the country.

When asked how significant
it was, the official said, “It’s hard
to say at this point.”

But he played down its long-
term impact, noting “they’ve had
unrest in the past.”

Iraq firmly denied that there
have been riots. But Iraqi opposi-
tion groups said protests and
clashes with security forces have
spread through towns in southern
Iraq to Baghdad, where Iraqi
sources said the death toll topped
100.

A State Department official
said the opposition reports were
credible. If they are accurate, it
would be the first widespread
unrest against the regime since
1991, when uprisings in the south
were crushed by Iraqi security
forces and the Republican
Guards. — AFP
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Briton

LONDON — Patrick Bossert
who solved the riddle of Rubik’s
cube has invented a test kit to
detect where the millennium
computer bug will strike.

At the age of 12, Patrick
worked out his own solution to
the Rubik’s cube which was pub-
lished by Penguin Books as You
Can do the Cube, selling over 1.5
million copies worldwide in the
following year.

This prompted him to develop
his understanding of how com-
puters work, and to go on to
design his own computer sys-
tems.

While studying Electronic
Engineering at the University of
York, Patrick became a leading
designer of embedded systems,
thus laying the foundation for the
invention of the Delta-T probe for
detecting millennium bug prob-
lems in embedded systems.

Prior to his engagement at
WSP, Patrick was technical direc-
tor and co-founder of CDC
(Central Data Control) Ltd, spe-
cialising in business solutions
requiring the integrating embed-
ded systems data into the IT
information environment. Delta-T
Probe is a programme that can
work out whether microchips
embedded in electronic equip-
ment are likely to fail on January
1, 2000.

Delta-T works by electroni-
cally detecting equipment to iden-
tify chips that process date and
time, making it likely to malfunc-
tion when 1999 becomes 2000.

“Only a small percentage of
systems will fail to recognise the
next millennium, but finding out
which ones might go wrong is a
huge and costly process,” said
Bossert, now 30.

offers

millennium
bug solution

BOSSERT: Genius

Bossert estimates hundreds of
millions of chips are buried deep
inside equipment in Britain. The
chips control devices such as
security systems, fire alarms, pro-
duction lines, medical equipment
and telecommunications.

Bossert expects one in 500
embedded systems will take
equipment back in time to
January 1, 1900, causing equip-
ment to fail.

British supermarket chain
Sainsbury’s Plc and British
Airways are among major com-
panies that have tested Delta-T.

Sainsbury’s said a trial run at
one of its stores in Devon, south-
western England, had been a suc-
cess.

. “We have been working on
the millennium bug since 1995,
and thanks to Delta-T Probe, we
have confirmed that the work we
have done on equipment with
embedded chips has been spot
on,” said Trefor Hales,
Sainsbury’s director of retail sys-
tems and innovations.

® Continued on Page 4
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Workshop
‘on heart,

vﬁ breathmg

revival

: SUR — The Directorate-Genéral

of Health Services in the south-
ern Sharqiyah region organised a

. workshop yesterday on heart and
* breathing revival under the aus-

- pices of Mohammed bin Khamis
- Al Farsi, director-general of
health services in the southern

. Shargiyah. Several specialists
- attended the workshop held at the
. Sur Central Hospital.

Al Farsi in his speech

. described the important aspects

© in health care, including training
. nurses to act in difficult situa-

« tions. He said that some deaths

- resulting from heart attacks

' would be avoidable if the proper
. person was there to assist the

* patient until the arrival of the

specialist team. The workshop

* includes theoretical and practical
- sessions. — ONA

AGCC meet
-on oil, gas
‘begins today

: MUSCAT — Salim bin

: Mohammed bin Sha’aban, under-
* secretary at-the Ministry of Oil

. and Gas, left for Riyadh yester-

* day, heading a delegation to Arab
- Gulf Cooperation Council Oil

. held today, will discuss progress

; Ministry undersecretaries’ meet-
- ing at the AGCC secretariat-gen-
* eral.

The meeting, which will be

+ on the AGCC states’ gas distribu-
. tion network project. Sha’aban
« was seen off by Oil and Gas

Ministry officials. — ONA
Arab youth and
sports ministers’
meeting begins
ALGIERS — The Arab youth

-and sports ministers’ council

- MUSCAT —

.began its 22nd ordinary session

here yesterday.

The Omani delegation to the
three-day meeting is headed by
Sheikh Mohammed bin Marhoon
bin Salim Al Ma’amari, president
of the General Organisation for
Youth Sports and Cultural
Activities. — ONA

Educational
delegation
on UAE visit

MUSCAT — A five-man delega-
_tion from the Ministry of
Education school inspectors is on .

a two-day. visit to the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) as part of

the 1999 Oman-UAE educational

cooperation programme. -

The delegation members will
hold meetings with their UAE
counterparts and discuss ways of
improving school inspection
methods and techniques. — ONA

14 graduate in
meteorological
observation

Ahmed bin Said Al
Rawahi, director-general of civil
aviation and meteorology,
presided over the graduation of
the fourth batch of meteorologi-
cal observers from the training
centre of the Directorate-General
of Civil Aviation and
Meteorology yesterday.

Fourteen trainees graduated,
including four trainees from the
Royal Navy of Oman, one from
the Ministry of Water Resources
and six from the forecasting and
observation centre of the Seeb .
International Airport. — ONA

Scout, guide
groups to
be honoured

IBRA — Dr Khamis bin
Mubarak Al Alawi, minister of
regional municipalities and envi-
ronment, will preside over the
celebrations by the scouts and
guides mission of the
Directorate-General of Education
in the northern Sharqiyah region
in the wilayat of Ibra on
Thursday. He will honour a num-
ber of scout and guide groups
during the ceremony. — ONA

Students visit
water resources
exhibition

MUSCAT — Pupils of the
Khurais Al Habous afternoon pri-
mary school for boys in the
wilayat of Seeb were givena
guided tour of the water
resources ministry’s exhibition on

Oman'’s water resources yester-
day. — ONA

Unique pobl

corner offer

MUSCAT — Al Jizzi Lounge of
the Sohar Beach Hotel, which
offers the hotel residents and
members an elegant ambience
and a ‘game of pool’ at the refur-
bished pool corner daily from
12.30pm.to 3.00pm and from
6pm to mldmght, is all set for a
unique promotion, starting this
month.

A selection of cigars and
drinks will be offered on

- Wednesday evenings during the

- “Weekend Nightcaps’ promotlon

at the lounge

TIMES OF OMAN

Abdul Aziz bin Mohammed Al Rowas presenting awards to the book fair participants. — oNA

Book fair participants honoured

MUSCAT — Abdul Aziz bin Mohammed Al Rowas, minister of
information, and chairman of the Muscat international book fair
committee, held an award-giving ceremony yesterday for the organ-
isations, publishing houses and bookshops which are taking part in
the fourth Muscat International Book Fair ’99. |

The minister presented awards to the local media for their role in
covering the activities of the book fair, which concludes tomorrow.

He also presented certificates of appreciation to several book fair
participants.

A luncheon was also held for the participants. It was attended by

Hamad bin Mohammed Al Rashdi; undersecretary of information;
Salim bin Ismail bin Suwaid, secretary-general of Sultan Qaboos
University; and Sheikh Mohammed bin Ahmed Al Harthy, under-
secretary for national heritage affairs at the Ministry of National

Heritage and Culture.

Around 300 publishers from 17 states including Jordan, the
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Sudan,
Yemen, Morocco, Syria, the US, Germany, Lebanon, Egypt, Qatar,
France, Iran and the Sultanate are taking part in the fair._

Thousands of titles on various topics are on display in both

Arabic and English on political scientific, religious, social, practi-
cal,'medical, pharmaceutical, language, literary, philosophical, his-
torical, and geographical, topics. There are also a number of chil-

dren’s books

The participating pubhshmg houses are spread over 360 pavil-
ions including 40 pavilions for 19 participants from the Sultanate.
The main Omani exhibitors are Ministry of National Heritage and
Culture, the Ministry of Information, Sultan Qaboos University,
Omani Centre for Traditional Music, the Oman Chamber of

Commerce and Industry. — ONA
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US naval secretary on visit

Richard J. Danzig, US naval secretary, and General Henry Richard Shilton, chief of the US joint
staff, arrived in Muscat yesterday. They were received on arrival at Seeb Air Base by Lieutenant-
General Khamis bin Humaid bin Salim Al Kalbani, chief of staff of the Sultan’s Armed Forces,
senior ofﬁcers of the Sultan’s Armed Forces and the Amencan mllltary attache in the Sultanate.

.—"ONA

MUSCAT — The Tender Board
held its fourth meeting of

the year.yesterday under the -

chairmanship of Malik bin
Suleiman Al Ma’amari, minister
of housing and chairman of the
board.

Envelopes were opened for

.tenders.to supply medical equip-

ment for Sur hospital, improve
the Dhahirah region’s 132kV
electricity grid and install two
33kV power lines from the
Medinat Al Sultan Qaboos trans-
former station to the proposed

Malik bin Suleiman Al Ma’amari preSiding over the meeting yesterday. — oNA

RO19m tenders awarded

transformer station at Al Ansab
in the governorate of Muscat.
Tenders were awarded with a
total value of RO19,184,370.
They included an RO16,370,942
tender for a project to supply,
install, test and operate equip-
ment for extending the GSM
network in the governorate of
Muscat and the Batinah region,
an RO1,071,428 tender for a
project to construct the Omani
embassy and ambassador’s resi-
dence in New Delhi, an RO2.5
million tender for consultancy

services on the privatisation of
the General Telecommunica-
tions Organisation and an
R0O242,000 tender for the Seeb
International Airport automatic
teleprinter project.

The board also discussed the-
question of standard labour and
materials prices for electricity
grid projects in 1999, as well as
hospital catering, cleaning and
pest control services and a num-
ber of other topics received from
various ministries and govern-
ment departments. — ONA

Nocturnals take

Sohar by storm

The Nocturnals, an Indian band on its maiden visit to Sohar,

- has'taken the city by storm with excellent renditions of the pop-
ular Hindi and Bengali song and dance sequences. The per-
formance of the duo, Kajol and Kiran, who dance to the
Bollywood hits and Bengali melodies sung by Sultana and
Ashim, has been well appreciated.

Expedition
team leaves
Mugqshin

MUQSHIN — The Canadian-
Omani expedition left the
wilayat of Mugshin in the gov-
ernorate of Dhofar for the desert
region of Umm Al Tabool yes-
terday.

‘The group, which is crossing
the Empty Quarter on camels,
has now travelled 401km since
leaving Salalah.

They expect to reach Umm

Al Tubool, 250km from

-Mugshin, by March 2.

The expedition set off from
Salalah on February 2. It is trav-
elling through the deserts of
Oman to Aradah Al Uruq Al
Shaibah in Saudi Arabia, and
will end its journey in Liwa,
near Abu Dhabi, at the end of
March. .

The group is following the
same route as the one taken by
the explorer Wilfred Thesiger in
1946. In doing so they hope to
promote and publicise the
Sultanate of Oman.

The journey is being record-
ed on film.

The expedition consists of
three Canadian travellers —
Bruce Kirkby, the leader, and
two brothers, Leigh and Jimmy
Clarke — as well as three
Omani bedouins from the Bait
Kathir tribe, which lives in the
Empty Quarter. They are
Musallam bin Abdullah Rub’at
Al Katheri, Ali bin Salim Al
Hazar Al Kathiri and Salim bin
Musallam Haramash Al Kathiri:
The group is accompanied by
twelve thoroughbred Arabian
camels. — ONA

Ghassani opens ENT forum

A section of the participants with Dr Ghassani at the conference yesterday.

MUSCAT — Dr Ahmed bin
Abdul Qader Al Ghassani, under-
secretary for health affairs at the
Ministry of Health, inaugurated
the fourth national conference on
ENT, head and neck surgeons in
the Sultanate yesterday in the

presence of Khamis Al Zedjali, -
member of the Council of State
and the director of Sultan Qaboos
University Hospital.

In his opening speech, Dr
Ghassani highlighted the achieve-
ments of the hospitals in Oman in

— Photo by Khamis bin Saif Al Saidi

the field of ENT, head and neck
surgery.

He called for making use of
such scientific gatherings as
forums of cooperation and inte-
gration. The scientific sessions of
the conference will begin today.

Seminar on transformers

Pawel Prylmskl and Ryszard Dabrowskl addressing
seminar.

MUSCAT — ABB, in associa-
tion with their sponsors Suhail
and Saud Bahwan, conducted a
seminar on Power Transformers
at Hotel Mercure Al Falaj.

Representatives from the
Ministry of ‘Electricity and
Water and leading consultants
and electro-mechanical contrac-
tors attended the seminar.

ABB Elta, Poland, a member
of ABB group, is specialised in
the manufacturing of power
transformers for

generation,

the

transmission and dnstrxbutnon
network.

The production unit located
in Lodz has facilities to manu-
facture SOOMVA at 420kV. ABB
is an ISO9001 and 1SO14001
certified company.

Pawel Prylinski, export sales
manager, and Ryszard Dabrow-
ski, area sales manager, gave a
presentation on the product and
services offered by the company.
ABB’s country manager Thomas
Jivung welcomed the delegates.

Natural History Museum,
Al Khuwair
Tel: 602565 (extension 172),
605400 (direct)
Opening times: Saturday to
Thursday: 9.00am to 1.00pm;
Oman Museum, Information
City, Qurum, Telephone: 600946.
Opening times: Saturday to
Thursday 9.00am to 1.00pm;
Children’s Science Museum,
Shati Al Qurum area, Qurum,
Tel: 605368, 605369.
Opening times: Saturday to
Thursday 9.00am to 1.00pm;
Friday closed
Armed Forces Museum,
Bait Al Falaj,

Tel: 312655, 312646.
Opening times: Saturday to
Thursday 8.00am to 1.00pm;
Oman-French Museum, near
Muscat Police Station, Tel:
736613.

Opening times: Saturday to
Wednesday 9.30am to 12.30pm
Bait Al Zubair
Opening times: Saturday to
Thursday 9.00am to 12.30pm
Mondays open for families
9pm to 11pm

EVENTS

® Workshop on marketing
problems of Omani factories
at the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry today at 9am.

@ The ninth President’s Cup
sailing yacht regatta from
Dubai to the governorate of
Muscat begins on March 4.

® The Oman International
Exhibition and Trade Co. in
association with the Muscat
Securities Market will organ-
ise a three-day ‘World of
Wealth’ exhibition from
March 16 at Hotel Hyatt
Regency.

OMAN TV

08:00 News Bullehn
08:15  Morning Coffee
09:30  Children’s Cartoon
09:48  Children’s Serial
10:14  Cartoon
10:38  Family Programme
11:00 News Bulletin
11:13 Omani Serial
11:49  Today’s Dish
12:06  Words and Meaning
12:38  Cultural Programme
01:20  Arabic Seriaf
5 Omani Classical Music
News Bulletin
Tennis
Cartoon

Children’s Serial
Religious Talks
Handicraft .

News

Our Heroes

Star of Winds

English News Bulletin
Arabic Serial
Traditional Markets
International Book Fair
News

Poetry Evemng by SQU
Students

Sports Evening

Late Night

News

Arabic Serial

Secrets of Nature
Foreign Serial

Views on Oman

Light of Councils

Holy Quran
Rays on Civilisation
Football
07:07  Let us Learn Arabic
07:35  Children’s Cartoon

OMAN RADIO ¢

08.00  Opening, the Holy Quran,
Preview of Morning
Programmes and Weather
Sorecasl, Pharmacies on

uf ;

08.15  The Scientific Unattainable
Marvels of the Holy Quran

08:30 News Bulletin

08:40  Light Melody :

09.00 Invitation to the Proms

10.00  The World of Piano Music

11.00  News Highlights

11.05 Ramadanian Nights

11.15 . Classical Relaxation .

12.00 Preview of Afternoon
Programmes and News
‘Headlines, Pharmacies on
Duty Noon Time

12.03  Islam the Complete Code
of Life

12.15 Man and Health

12.30  Music from the Netherlands

01.00  News Headlines

01.02  Ramadanian Delicacies

01.30  Places of Interest

01.57  Weather Forecast and TV
Programmes

02.00 Jazz Beat

02.30  News Bulletin

02.40  Studies in Islamic Culture
and Civilisation

02.58  Weather Forecast and
TV Programmes

03.00 Preview of Evening
Programmes

03.02  In Concert

04.00 . Local News Bulletin

04.03° Ramadanian Delicacies

04.30  Sit Dalal Diary

04.45  Oman in-View

05.00 The Blessed Month of
Ramadan

05.15  The Holy Quran

05.30  Naii/Adhan/Duaa/Kaman

05.45  Studies in Islamic Culture
and Civilisation

06.00 News Headlines

06.02 Health is Wealth

06.30 News Bulletin

06.04 . Weather Forecast and
Pharmacies on Duty

06.45 . Short Story

07.00  Country and Western
Spotlight

09.45  The Holy Quran

10.00 News Summary, Preview

of Morning Programmes,
Pharmacies on Duty, Close
Down, National Anthem

THER |

Partly " cloudy skies
over Muhafadhat
Musandam, Al Batina,
Dhahira and Dakhiliya
and mainly clear skies
over the rest- of the
Sultante with chance
of early morning fog over Dhahira.

Wind: Over Gulf of Oman and Dhahira
winds will be southeast light at night
becoming north to northwest light to

moderate during day. Over the rest of - -

the Sultanate winds will be south to
southeast light to moderate.

Sea state: Over Oman coast, seas will
be slight with a significant wave height
of 1.0 metres. :

Tides: Muscat Area

High 1.47am - Low 07:56pm

High 03:56pm — Low 09:06am

Sunrise 06:34am - Sunset 06:07pm
Dhofar Area

High 01:19am — Low 09:03am

High 04:36pm — Low
Sunrise 06:46am - Sunset 6:28pm
Temperatures recorded in other cities:
Muscat 26, Abu Dhabi 23, Dubai 25,
Sharjah 25, Ras Al Khaimah 26, Doha
22, Manama 19, Riyadh 19, Makkah 35,
Madinah 26, Jeddah 29, Kuwait 17,
Sanaa 27, Aden 29, Mukalla 27,
Baghdad 20, Beirut 17, Amman 14,
Damascus 14, Cairo 18, Tehran 12,
Karachi 28, Bombay 34, Ankara 06,
Geneva 04, Brussels 05, Frankfurt 03,
Paris 06, London 08, New York M08,

Jabal Qamar..
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Omani and Italian delegates at the joint session yesterday. — ONA

Oman-Italy private sector
cooperation discussed

~ MUSCAT — A session of talks was held at Muscat
Inter-Continental Hotel yesterday between the
Sultanate, represented by the Omani Centre for
Investment Promotion and Export Development
(Ociped), and Italy to discuss ways of promoting
cooperation between the Omani and Italian private

sectors.

They discussed the competitive qualities of the
Sultanate and Italy and reviewed cooperation in

cooperation.

setting up joint projects between the two countries,
determining investment opportunities and finding a
mechanism for continuous cooperation between the
two sides in addition to drafting a future plan for

The opening of the session was attended by
Salim bin Naser Al Ismaily, executive president of
the Ociped, and the Italian ambassador to the
Sultanate. — ONA

By A Staff Reporter

MUSCAT — Crown of glory
for some, mane of agony for
others. Yeah, we are talking
about the quintessential hair.
Quintessential because even
people sporting baldpates have
‘bad hair days’. But then, who
doesn’t?

But the solution isn’t far.
It’s time to let the hair down. It
is awaiting all beauty conscious
women at Muscat Inter-
Continental Hotel’s beauty
salon. The solution comes in
the neat guise of renowned
international hairdresser George
Sarkis, who will be at the Hotel
until March 15.

For connoisseurs of beauty
this side of the world, George
Sarkis is an international
celebrity who has sniped and
tucked the hair of hundreds of
celebrities in France and other
parts of the world, including his
homeland Lebanon.

And if trophies and medals
adorning the salon do not
convince you of his
‘international’ stature, browse
through his collection of
photographs with beauty
queens, models, celebrity
singers and members of the
royal family in Jordan..

Meet George Sarkis —
hairdresser, hair cutter, make-up
and tattoo artist. His ‘work of
art’ has received some of
Europe’s highest recognition.
To his credit is the ‘Oscar
Beaute Nuptiale’ —
International Oscar for Nuptial

The contestants of the QBB cooking competition.

Winners of cookery contest

By A Staff Reporter

MUSCAT — Ranjana Jain was
adjudged winner of the recently

held 10th QBB cooking
competition in the vegetarian
category.

Jain stole the top slot with her
delicious pan rolls in the event
" held at the Indian Social Club
(ISC). Lakshmy Ramakrishnan
and Sunita Asher won the second
and third spot for their dishes
Alampana and Paprika Burgonia,
respectively.
In the sweet dish category, the
winner was Malina Dutia with

Marie/coconut rolls, . - with
Devyani Sampat and Jinnifer
Rodrigues with Ghevar and nutty
cream carrot fantasy, respectively.

Kitchen gadgets from
Kenwood and Braun were
presented to the winners by
Rajendra Ved, partner of Lakhoos
and vice-chairman of ISC. QBB
and Dabur gift hampers were
presented to all participating
ladies.

The QBB competition, which
is an annual feature sponsored by
Laxmidas Tharia Ved and Co, the
local agents of QBB, always gets
a.good response.

“We always get a great
response,” noted Freddie Printer,
general manager of ISC, adding
that this year too they had good
participation.

The judges of the QBB
competition were Hilla Sengupta,
Asha Bhatia, Gayatri Dhar and
Gauri Bahadur. “All of them
have a great deal of experience in
the culinary field and needless to
say, they had a tough time, with
the array of mouth watering
delicacies the participants had

“churned out,” noted Freddie,

himself a connoisseur of culinary
delights.

Beauty.

The trophy was awarded at
the International Hairdressing
Festival held at Cannes
sometime in 1993. Also
included in the list of trophies

is the ‘Oscar De La Mode’,
‘Oscar De L’Elegance’, ‘Coupe
Du Monde’, ‘Coupe D’Europe’,
Golden Scissors Award ... the list
seems endless. He is probably the
only hairdresser entered in the
Guinness Book of World Records.
His name is mentioned as he was
one of the international hair
stylists at the 200th anniversary
of the French Revolution to
recreate the historic characters.
His hands work magic. He
can do wonders with the hair and
the face'and transform ordinary
looks into special ones. An expert
at tattooing, he can also give a
permanent eyeliner or lip liner for
women who never want to look
dull and dowdy. However, his

GEORGE SARKIS: He works wonders with hair

entry into this field of beauty and
fashion wasn’t planned.

In fact, he had joined the
university in the hope of
becoming a doctor. But the
beautician in him overtook the
doctor. Destiny.

The beautician streak in him
could be detected quite early,
when as a school going kid he
would become hairdresser for his
sisters. At 14, he was getting
requests to do bridal makeup and
hairdressing for the bride’s
family. And expectedly, in 1974
he opened his own salon in
Beirut. His friend and host in
Muscat, Hussam Aldabbakah,
who runs the beauty salon at the
Muscat Inter-Continental Hotel,

Let your hair down — here comes the dresser!

acted as translator to George
Sarkis, who speaks no English.
But his work does not need
language and it is not bound by
the current trends in the fashion
market. He says that the face and
the hair on the woman dictate the
style and the make up. Adept at
creating accessories to go with
the costumes, he can easily match
the hairstyle with the dress worn
to give his client a complete look.
George Sarkis, who arrived
here early this month, was the
main hairdresser and makeup
man for the models who walked
the ramp at a fashion show in
Gulf Forum Hotel. He has since
been attending to individual
customers at the salon. He will

also be available for
consultation. So, how much
does he charge for a hair cut?

Hold your breathe. It is as
little as RO10 for a haircut. Of
course, the price might vary
depending on the complexity of
the cut and the style. But as
Hussam pointed out, the fee
will be a nominal hike over the
price normally quoted by the
beauty salon. And this is
definitely a treat for all fashion
conscious women of Muscat.

A treat to be pampered at
the hands of Sarkis who has
dressed the hair of celebrities
all over the world. Most famous
of them being Farah Fewcett.

Besides being the official
hairdresser for Miss France
since 1993 and the hairdresser
for models at Montana, Ungaro
and Valentino fashion shows,
George Sarkis has also been on :
the panel of judges for Miss
Mediterranean in 1981.

Lebanese born Sarkis shifts
his time between Paris and
Jordan attending to models and
the royal family. Paris, the
fashion haven, has brought the
best out of him. There he works
as a fashion instructor at the
Paris School of Hairdressing
and also runs a beauty salon.
He also travels to Paris to learn
about the latest in hairstyles and
makeup. His art has taken him
all over the world, except the
Far East, where he hopes to
travel some day.

The artist in him has also
sought to experiment with long
tresses. He has created orchids
and fruits like pineapple with
the hair of some models. He
has also cut the hair of some of '
his clients over the computer.
Strange but true.

By A Staff Reporter

MUSCAT — Long-term, durable
suppression of the HIV (Human
Immuno-deficiency Syndrome),
the virus that cause Aids
(Acquired Immuno-deficiency
Syndrome), is possible if a patient
is treated with a combination drug
regimen, an MSD (Merck Sharp &
Dohme) — a leading research-
driven pharmaceutical product
and services company) — official
told the Times of Oman yesterday.

The official was commenting
on the latest news on HIV and
Aids, when he ‘made the above
comment.. The above fact was also
released - at-a - conference on
retroviruses and opportunistic
infections held in the US recently.

Quoting official MSD
versions, the official said that the
protease inhibitor  Crixivan
(indinavir) in combination with
ZDV (zidovudine) and 3TC
(lamivudine)  continues  to
suppress viral load (HIV RNA

level) after an unprecedented three
years of treatment.

Crixivan is a trademark of
Merck & Co. Currently, more than
180,000 patients worldwide are
being treated with Crixivan, which
is also the most widely studied
protease inhibitor on the market.

In the landmark study known
as Protocol 035, after up to three
years (156 weeks) of treatment, 68
per cent of contributing patients
(21 of 31) and 63 per cent (19 of

30) has managed to
suppress/lower the viral load to
varying levels.

Protocol 035 is the ongoing

trial . of .a..combination.. anti-

retroviral sregimen, - producing
sustained reductions in viral load.

“In addition to sustained viral
suppression, the triple
combination  therapy  with
Crixivan also produced sustained
and substantial increases in CD4
cell counts,” the MSD official
said. The study originally included
97 HIV positive patients who had

not been previously treated with
3TC or a protease inhibitor but
had received ZDV, and with .viral
load level at least 20,000
copies/mL and CD4 cell counts
between 50 —400mm3. Patients
were initially randomised to
receive one of three anti-retroviral
regimens: Crixivan by itself
(800mg every eight hours), or a
combination of ZDV (200 mg
every 12 hours) and 3TC (150mg
every 12 hours) group.
Intent-to-treat analyses were
conducted. Patients who
remained in the study and those
who discontinued the study for

.therapy. . related , .reasons. , (eg,

increasing RNA, adverse events)
or whose RNA was greater than or
equal to 500copies/mL at the time
of discontinuation were included
in the analysis at the 156th week.

“In addition to testing CSF
samples, - the investigators also
studied residual viral RNA and
DNA levels in body compartments
that are likely to support HIV

New drug regimen combination
to help suppress HIV virus '

replication such as lymph nodes,

and genital secretions. After two
years of treatment, the analysis
could not detect the virus (limit of
detection less than 50 copies/mL)
in the genital secretions of 23 out
of 26 patients. In some lymph
node samples from these patients,
only rare cells were seen that
exhibited evidence of HIV
replication.”

In addition to these findings
from Protocol 035, a number of
other studies were also conducted,
providing  further  scientific
evidence to support the overall
sustained efficacy of anti-
retroviral, regimens. which include
Crixivan. o ey

“These include the Crixivan in
children and in combination with
other protease inhibitor
(nelfinavir). Data demonstrating
the. tolerability of Crixivan and its
positive impact on patient’s
quality of life, as well as new
insights into resistance are also
explored.”

| Hezbollah’s

Israel raids
Hezbollah
positions

TYRE (Lebanon) — Israeli
warplanes staged a series of raids
against  southern = Lebanon
yesterday after Hezbollah fighters
attacked the Israeli-occupied
buffer zone, Lebanese police said.

There were no immediate
reports of casualties.

A couple of Israeli fighter-
bombers fired a total of five air-to-
ground missiles during three
consecutive raids on suspected
Hezbollah positions in a valley
between Zebgine and Jbal Al
Botom, east of the southern port
city of Tyre, police said.

In Israel, the military
confirmed, that it had carried out
the air raids.  Fighters of
» military;s;-oving
responded by firing anti-aircraft
rockets at the planes, without
scoring hits, security sources said.

The air strikes followed a
claim by the Hezbollah that its
fighters had fired 10 mortar
rounds on the Israeli army position
in Blat, in the western sector of the
occupied border enclave. — AFP

Doha to cut
jail terms of
prisoners

who byheart
Holy Quran

DOHA — Qatar’s Emir His
Highness Sheikh Hamad bin
Khalifa Al Thani has decided to
cut the jail sentences of prisoners
who learn Holy Quran byheart,
the official news agency -QNA
announced yesterday.

An Islamic Affairs Ministry
official, quoted by QNA, said
inmates who memorised the
whole of holy book would have
their terms halved. Others would
have part of their sentences
quashed.

The offer — similar to one
implemented in  jails  of
neighbouring Saudi Arabia — is
also' open to non-Muslims, an
Interior Ministry official added.

— AFP

Jordan king
retires 10 top
army officers

AMMAN Jordan’s King
Abdullah II has retired 10 top
army officers including the
deputy commander-in-chief in his
first reshuffle of military ranks
since taking the throne, a top
Jordanian official said yesterday.

The retirements, effective
from Thursday, were decided by
the cabinet in line with the
constitution on the advice of the
37-year-old king who ascended to
the throne and became supreme
commander of the armed forces
on the death of his father King
Hussein on February 7.

The new king’s most
significant move was to retire
General Tahsin Shurdoum, the
army’s deputy commander who
was in charge of ground
operations for nearly a decade.

He -also retired General Eid
Kamel Rweidan, in charge of
military intelligence, General
Hamzi Azab, head of
administration, and Brigadier
Mahmoud Fahad, head of
personnel. — AFP

Brunei sultan receives Busaidi
From Page 1

Dato Hazayer, undersecretary at the Interior Ministry, and Behen
Lim, political affairs undersecretary at the Foreign Ministry.

A session of official bilateral talks was also held yesterday. The
Omani side was headed by Sayyid Ali, while Behen Issa headed the
Brunei side. :

Discussions focused on ways of expanding and reinforcing
bilateral relations in various spheres, particularly security.

Sayyid Ali and his delegation visited the fire brigade department
headquarters yesterday. They were received with a speech of welcome
by Dato Abedin, who hailed the strong relations between the two
countries.

Sayyid Ali and his delegation were given a briefing on Brunei and
the responsibilities and functions of its Interior Ministry.

After the briefing, Sayyid Ali and his delegation toured an
exhibition which had been organised to mark their visit. The
exhibition included pictures and models illustrating the activities of
the Brunei Interior Ministry’s departments. ;

The delegation also watched a live demonstration of a fire-fighting
and rescue operation.

The team is scheduled to attend a religious celebration at Omar
Ali Saifuddin Mosque here to mark Brunei’s 15th National Day. The
sultan of Brunei will be present at the event. — ONA

STORMS WREAK HAVOC: Many parts of the North Batinah region witnessed heavy storms and
rainfall which wreaked havoc to the crops in the region last week. — Photo by Khamis bin Saif Al Saidi

Divers to marry
under Red Sea

MUBARAK GREETS SCALFARO: Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak with Italian President Oscar
Luigi Scalfaro at the Qurinale Palace yesterday. Mubarak is expected to urge Italy and Europe to
shoulder a greater role in the Middle East peace efforts. He is also expected to discuss Egypt’s
partnership negotiations with the European Union as well as the Kosovo crisis. — Reuters

Rabin grandchildren
shun Labour Party

JERUSALEM — The grandchildren of slain Israeli prime minister
Yitzhak Rabin have abandoned their grandfather’s Labour Party to
back a new centrist movement in May general elections, associates

said yesterday.

Noa Ben Artzi, who moved television viewers around the world to
tears with her eulogy to her grandfather at his 1995 funeral, and her
brother Yonatan officially joined the Centre Party headed by Yitzhak
Mordechai on Sunday, party officials said.

They were following in the footsteps of their mother, Dalia Rabin
Filosof, who joined Mordechai earlier this month and was given the
sixth slot on the Centre Party’s list of candidates for parliament.

Rabin’s widow Leah criticised her daughter for not entering
politics with the Labour Party, which is struggling in its campaign to
topple the right-wing government of Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. “I regret my daughter’s decision, I would have preferred
her to join the Labour Party,” Leah Rabin said.

Noa and Yonatan Ben Artzi will work as volunteers on the Centre
Party’s campaign, party officials said.

Mordechai was fired last month as defence minister by Netanyahu
for negotiating with opposition groups ahead of May elections.

He joined forces with a former military chief of staff, Amnon
Lipkin-Shahak, and two other senior defectors from Netanyahu’s
Likud Party — former justice and finance minister Dan Meridor and
former Tel Aviv mayor Roni Milo — to create the Centre Party.

Opinion polls indicate the Centre Party could win 15 or more seats
in the 120-member parliament, becoming the third biggest Israeli
party. Noa Ben Artzi came to world attention when she gave a moving
eulogy during the funeral for her grandfather, who was gunned down
by a right-wing Jewish extremist on November 4, 1995.

She later wrote a book about her childhood in the Rabin family.

Labour Party leader Ehud Barak, a highly decorated former general
and military chief of staff, is running against Netanyahu and
Mordechai for the prime ministership, presenting himself as the

spiritual heir to Rabin. — AFP

CAIRO — A couple of British divers has decided to take the plunge and’
get married under the Red Sea, the wedding’s organisers said yesterday.

A spokeswoman for the Red Sea Centre for Diving and Safari told
AFP the ceremony will be held later this month off the coast of the Red
Sea resort of Mersa Al Alam, 800km south of Cairo.

She declined to give further details, but according to press reports
published in Cairo the British pair will be clad in formal attire for the
20-minute wedding, which will be witnessed by 50 international divers:

The reports did not say at what depth the wedding will take place but
stressed that after the “I do’s” are exchanged the wedding party will:
continue on shore. — AFP

Woman fined for floral
attack of her pigeon

HALBA (Lebanon) — A court in northern Lebanon sentenced a_
woman to pay 20,000 Lebanese pounds ($13) or spend four days in jail -
because her pigeons pecked municipal flowers, judicial sources said
yesterday. : i

A municipal guard in Halba ticketed Watfa Hammoud, 39, because ‘
her pigeons and chicken were eating flowers and seeds planted by the
municipality, they said. ;

Hammoud was accused of failing to keep caged her birds which:*
were “destroying plants and flowers in the municipal garden,” they
added. The woman said she cannot afford to to pay the fine and had"
been raising the creatures for a living. — AFP
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New York
Clity seizes
cars of
drunken
drivers

NEW YORK — New York City
stepped up the war on drinking
and driving yesterday, authoris-
ing police to seize the cars of
drunken drivers.

Under the initiative, any driv-
er found behind the wheel of the
car with a blood alcohol reading
of 0.1 per cent will immediately
forfeit their car in addition to any
criminal proceedings for driving
under the influence.

The American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) immediately
announced it would challenge the
decision in the courts. -

“If someone has a few drinks
and they don’t hit anybody it’s
excessive to seize a 50,000 dollar
asset,” Norman Siegel, director
of New York’s ACLU branch told
the Daily News.

The city — the first in the
United States to take the step —
announced a month ago that it
would extend provisions used
against drug traffickers to drunk
drivers.

The regulations allow pohce :

. to seize vehicles (boats, lorries,

planes or cars) used in the com-

. mission of a crime.

In New York, the provision is

~ already used to confiscate cars

used by prostitutes.

In 1998, New York’s police
department made 6,368 arrests
for drunken driving, according to
official figures.

Kazakh

- woman

mummifies
mother

ALMATY — A woman in the
former Soviet republic of
Kazakhstan, saying she was
unable to afford funeral costs,
has been arrested after mummify-

_ ing her dead mother and three °
“ other relatives, police said yester-

day.

A police officer doing a rou-
tine check of documents noticed
an odd smell coming from the
woman’s apartment, senior police
inspector Rafik Valiyev said.

Taking a closer look, the offi-
cer found three corpses sitting
against a wall and another in a
cardbeard box: The woman said
they were relatives who had died

¢ from various illnesses.

The police said the woman, a

_ graduate from a medical institute,

explained she had mummified

_ the bodies because she did not

have enough money to pay for a
burial. Autopsies were being
done and murder charges had
been filed against her.

The police did not say how

~ she had mummified the corpses

2%

but newspapers said she had used
an alcohol-based solution.

Neighbours had ignored the
strong smell in the belief that it
came from a local meat plant, the
police said.

Peru baby born
on Fujimori’s

~ helicopter

© LIMA —

A Peruvian gave birth

- mid-flight in President Alberto

. Fujimori’s helicopter as the 23-

+ year-old woman was evacuated '

. from her village cut off by heavy
+ rains on the country’s northern

. coast, newspapers said yesterday.

Fujimori was on a helicopter

“ trip on Sunday to inspect flood

damage to several villages near

. the northern city of Chimbote

. when Peru’s leader decided to fly
. pregnant Marcelina Rojas, who

« was suffering contractions, to a

. nearby hospital.

The woman gave birth before
the helicopter, filled with top

¢ government officials as well as

* Fujimori, could reach the hospital
* in time. Fujimori’s personal doc--
- tor supervised the delivery.

The woman named her new

. son Kenyi Alberto, after Fujimori

and the president’s youngest son.

‘Nigerian polls

generally
acceptable: US

WASHINGTON — The United
States yesterday characterised
Nigeria’s weekend legislative
elections as “not perfect” but
“generally acceptable” and a step
toward restoring civilian rule.

“There were some defects ...
but we would characterise them
as not perfect but an important
step in Nigeria’s return to civilian
rule and part of a process that has
been for the most part a positive
one,” a State Department official
said. ¢

“They were generally accept-
able to the political parties and to
most international and domestic
observers,” the official said.

In a statement, State -
Department deputy spokesman
James Foley said the election
appeared to have been “success-

- ful.” The people’s Democratic

Party of Olusegun Obasanjo has
won majorities in both houses of
parliament, taking 56 seats in the
upper house and 181 in the lower
chamber. — AFP, Reuters

Exercise boosts brain power, says study

WASHINGTON — Two reports published yesterday added to the over-
whelming body of evidence that exercise is crucial not only to staying
alive, but to boosting brain power as well.

A review of studies for the American Heart Association found that
regular, moderate exercise keeps blood pressure down, lowers choles-
terol and reduces the risk of blood clots that cause heart attacks.

And a study published in the journal Nature Neuroscience showed
that mice who engaged in regular exercise grew twice as many new
brain cells as mice who sat in their cages.

“The difference was striking,” Fred Gage, a neurologist at the Salk
Institute in La Jolla, California, said in a statement. “And because we
know now that human brains also make new cells, it just might be that

people as well.”

Gage, a leading researcher into bram development, reported in -

| running or other vigorous exercise stimulates brain cell production in

November that human brain cells do divide and grow, something that

doctors did riot think could happen.

Conventional medical wisdom had held that the human bram is stat-

ic — once it is fully developed it cannot renew itself. Gage’s team

showed that belief was false.

In April, Gage’s group showed that mice kept in cages with tunnels,
toys and an exercise wheel grew more brain cells than bored mice.’

In the most recent study, the Salk team was trying to discover just
what kind of exercise was most important.

They kept the “control” group of mice stuck in ordinary cages, and
a “runner” group that of mice that were allowed to.run as they pleased

on an exercise wheel.

Two other groups of mice were designated as “swimmers.” One
group of swimmers had to learn a maze, while the other was just put in

a shallow pool every day to swim.

The runners still grew more new brain cells than the swimmers.

“We don’t know if it’s the voluntary factor that’s key — that is, the
running mice were free to jump on or off the wheel as they liked — or
if it’s because the swimmers simply got less exercise,” Gage said.

Gage said he is not sure if the exercising mice with more new brain

cell growth also are smarter.

“But it seems reasonable to think they might be,” he said. “The new
cell growth takes place in the part of the brain called the hippocampus,
which has been linked by many studies to learning and memory. And the
‘enriched’ mice in previous studies performed better on learning tests.”

Now the team is testing the mice to find out whether running direct-

ly affects learning ability.

In the American Heart Association report, published in the group’s
journal Circulation, Dr Roy Shephard of the University of Toronto and
Gary Balady of Boston University Medical Centre performed an analy-
sis of 100 different studies. They found that all studies consistently,
show that moderate exercise — enough to break a sweat — performed
regularly can lower blood. pressure, reduce cholesterol, reduce the over-
all risk of heart disease and prevent dangerous blood clots.

Exercise also helps people who have already suffered a heart attack

or heart disease, the review found.

And the benefits can be seen day to day. Patxents have lower blood
pressure on days they exercise than on days they do not, one study

found. — Reuters

RESCUE OPERATION: Workers Searching for the missing persons yesterday. — Reuters

Avalanches batter
western Europe

SION (Switzerland) — Two
people were found dead in a car
and at least 18 were still missing
after avalanches hit Switzerland,
Austria and Finland over the past
24 hours.

Harsh winter weather also
trapped tens of thousands of
tourists and threatened floods
across large tracts of western
Europe.

In Switzerland, rescue teams
found two young people dead in
their car yesterday after nine
chalets were swept away by
simultaneous- avalanches which
struck the villages of Villa and Le
Sage in the southern canton of
Valais late on Sunday.

Another eight people, includ-
ing some French tourists, were
reported missing in avalanches in
the area, while 200 people were
evacuated by road.

> Rescue attempts resumed yes-
terday after a break caused by
avalanche risks.

In the Austrian Alps, two peo-
ple were missing after an ava-
lanche partly destroyed a restau-
rant in the Montafon valley.
Eight staff members were
saved.

In western Austria, up to
30,000 tourists were holed up in
ski resorts by heavy snow as
authorities issued maximum ava-

lanche warnings.

Eight people were missing in
Lapland in the north of Finland,
believed swept away by an ava-
lanche, police said.

Avalanches also swept por-
tions of eastern Switzerland,
blocking roads and forcing the
closure until Thursday of the
Gotthard tunnel, the main north-
south axis between Switzerland,
Italy and Germany.

The unprecedentedly heavy
snowfalls created transport
chaos, with just one rail track
operating on the key Bem to
Fribourg line, authorities said.

In France the Alpine town of
Chamonix closed off a number of
roads and evacuated 200 people
from
because of the risk of avalanches
About 20 people have died in
avalanches in the French Alps in
the past two weeks.

Heavy flooding was reported
in northwest Switzerland,
Germany and parts of France.

Yesterday, navigation on the
Rhine river between Basel and
Mannheim in - Germany was
banned, river authorities said.

Water volume was expected to -

hit record levels overnight.
Embankments would be .sand-
bagged, they said.

In the eastern French reglon

neighbouring hamlets .

of Savoie, meanwhile,
mountain walkers who set out
last week were reported still
missing in snowstorms. Rescuers
looking for them were forced to
hole up in an emergency
hut overnight Sunday, officials
said.

In Ttaly, Cervinia resort on
Mount Cervin across the border
from Zermatt was closed because
of avalanche risks and heavy
overnight snowfalls, rescue serv-
ices said.

In western Austria, traffic was
severely disrupted in Tyrol and
Vorarlberg provinces.
Helicopters were used to fly sup-
plies to villages, including at
least four ski resorts, cut off from
the outside world, authormes
said. .

On - Saturday, some 100
tourists including Queen Beatrix
of the Netherlands and Princess
Caroline of Monaco were evacu-
ated by helicopter from the fash-
ionable ski resort of Lech,
authorities said.

The bad weather also brought
chaotic road traffic conditions.
Two people were killed in a car
pile-up in thick fog on the Milan-
Parma motorway - in northern
Italy, police said.

The motorway is currently
closed in both directions. — AFP

three

Blair govt faces
press criticism
over court move

LONDON — Britain’s Labour
government faced down a storm
of criticism yesterday after trying
and failing to gag a leak of an
explosive report on racism in
London’s police.

Home Secretary Jack Straw
told parliament he was unrepen-
tant about going to court on
Saturday night to try to stop news-
papers publishing details of the
highly sensitive report into how

police bungled their investigation

of a racial murder. .
According to the Sunday
Telegraph, which published the
story in its first edition, the report
by a retired judge into the murder

of black London teenager Stephen -

Lawrence contains devastating

criticism of the capital’s police.
Due to be published tomorrow,

the independent inquiry’s findings

. accuses the London Metropolitan

police  of _ “institutionalised
racism” in its investigation into
the murder of black teenager
Stephen Lawrence in 1993.

In a weekend of high drama,
Straw late on Saturday obtained a
court injunction against the
Sunday Telegraph.

But the story had already been
carried in first editions of the
newspaper, and less than 24 hours
later the Telegraph and other
papers succeeded in a partial lift-
ing of the ban.

Straw 'defended his actlons

insisting that the leaking of the

report was “profoundly unfair” to
the family of the murdered black

teenager, the - police officers
involved and to parliament as
well. But this argument was
roundly . rejected by national
newspaper editors.

The Sun, the four-mllhon-sell-
ing tabloid which dramatically
switched support to Labour from
the Conservatives before the May
1997 election, yesterday launched
a front-page broadside against the
Blair administration.

“Is this the most arrogant cab-
inet in history?” it asked above a
front page photo of Blair and his
cabinet.

In an uncharacteristically-long
two-page editorial, Britain’s
biggest newspaper lashed at
Labour’s “control-freak” tenden-

- cies.

“What got up the govern-
ment’s nose was that the press was
controlling the agenda. And the
press — at least, the national
papers — have been declared the
enemy because most of us refuse
to toe the line and be Labour lap-
dogs.”

The liberal Guardian broad-
sheet argued that the affair had
“exposed the frailty of what
should be one of our most basic
human liberties and supplied a
glimpse of what seems an alarm-
ingly - authoritarian streak at the
highest levels of government.”

. No state secret had been

" revealed and national security was

not at risk, making a court injunc-
tion indefensible, underlined the
centre-right Times broadsheet.

“When a government bans the
media from reporting a story it
must have a good reason to do so.

“Instead this was a fit of pique
that the carefully planned “spin”
for the launch of the report on
Wednesday has been upset,” the
newspaper alleged.

Last year, the government
blocked the British media from
reprinting MI5 agent David

~ Shayler’s allegations about the

involvement of British security
services in an attempted assassi-
nation of Libyan leader Muammar
Gaddafi.

And in an earlier episode,
Straw prevented the identity of his
son — arrested for selling drugs to
an undercover journalist — from
being made public under the justi-
fication that a minor’s privacy had
to be protected.

Neither measures were popu-
lar, but were respected until the
information leaked out elsewhere
first.

Labour, which before taking
office in the landslide 1997 elec-
tion,- honed the skills of control-
ling press coverage through an
army of “spin doctors”, has long
been accused of trying to keep the
same tight leash in government.

It drew the ire of Fleet Street
last month, when after a series of
newspaper revelations about the

- high-spending habits of cabinet

ministers, it tried to limit London

newspapers’ influence by turning-

to other media seen as more com-
pliant. — AFP

Supplement helps

WASHINGTON — A nutrition-
al supplement based on an ener-
gy-giving natural enzyme can
help in some cases of chronic

fatigue syndrome, researchers
said yesterday. :
A team at Georgetown

University in Washington tested
the supplement, Enada, and
found it helped as many as 72 per
cent of patients with the baffling
condition.
More

than 500,000

*Americans have been diagnosed

with chronic fatigue syndrome,
and an estimated two million
people believe they have it.

In the Georgetown study,

“approved by the US Food and

Drug Administration (FDA), Dr

Joseph Bellanti and colleagues .

said they tested 26 patients in the
equivalent of a Phase II safety
and efficacy trial.

For four.. weeks half the
patients got Enada and half got
placebos. :

For the next month both
groups got nothing, then the
groups were switched — and the
volunteers who got Enada the
first time got a placebo for the
next four weeks, while the sec-
ond group got the supplement.

Neither group knew which
they were getting at. the time,
placebo or supplement.

Writing in the Annals of
Allergy, Asthma * and
Immunology, Bellanti’s team
said 31 per cent of the patients
said their symptoms got better
while they took Enada, as
opposed to 8 per cent of those on
placebo.

Then the researchers opened

the trial, allowing all the volun- -

chronic fatigue

teers to knowingly take Enada. -

After a year 72 per cent reported
lmprovement

Enada is the brand name of
the company’s version of a natu-
ral substance known as nicoti-
namide adenine dinucleotide,
plue
(NADH)

It is a co-enzyme — the active
part of the chemical reaction that
enzymes produce in the body.

According to Menuco, the
more NADH a cell has, the more
energy it has. The company
hopes that can translate up to the
level of a whole human being.

Unlike many supplement
companies, Menuco = went
through some of the FDA proto-
cols for testing.

They were not required to.

In December Hemispherx
Biopharma Inc. applied for
European Union approval of the
first-ever drug to treat chronic
fatigue syndrome.

The drug, Ampligen, is also
being tested for FDA approval. It
consists of hydrocortisone, a syn-

* thetic version of one of the corti-

costeroid hormones produced by
the adrenal gland.

Chronic fatigue syndrome is
hard to define, marked mainly
by an unexplained lack of ener-

Sometimes called myalgic
encephalomyelitis,. some doctors
attribute it to psychological
rather than physical causes.

Others say a virus, perhaps
Epstein-Barr virus, may cause it,
or perhaps an autoimmune disor-
der in which the body’s immune
system mistakenly turns agalnst

“itself. — Reuters

high-energy  hydrogen.

-Corsican soil.

Was Napoleon a
third-generation
Scotsman?

LONDON — French emperor

‘Napoleon Bonaparte may have
third-generation

been a
Scotsman, grandson of a labour-
er who fled his native land for
Corsica, according to a Scottish
historian cited yesterday.

Robert Torrens,
from Perth, in central Scotland,
uncovered an 1881 book on the
“traditions” and “characters” of
the small town of Crieff, which
linked Napoleon to a certain
William ‘Bayne, an agricultural
labourer.

He was a fervent Scottish
nationalist, a sworn enemy of the

_English, against whom Napoleon

fought many battles.

Partisans of “Bonnie Prince
Charlie,” who led a revolt
against the English, Bayne and
his family had to flee Scotland in
1745 after the prince’s defeat,
the historian told the Daily
Telegraph.

Setting sail in a boat, the
Bayne family were driven by a
storm to the coast of Corsica.

According to - the book
uncovered by the historian, the
Baynes, warmly welcomed by
the local population, then experi-
enced a subtle change of identity
as new generations were born on

“Bayne and his party”
became “Buon-de-party”, then
“Buon de  Parte”, and

Buonaparte.

Although saying that the
1881 archives were “highly
thought of” at the time, the histo-
rian concedes that it will be diffi-
cult to prove the claim as
William Bayne left no descen-
dant in Scotland. — AFP

a historian’

Radioactivity
may pinpoint
people at risk of
heart problems

WASHINGTON Taking
images of the heart after exercise
using radioactive materials can
help pinpoint people at increased
risk for cardiac problems,
according to a report published in
the journal, Circulation yester-
day.

Generally, prior studies have
shown that people who demon-
strated exercise endurance have a
negligible risk of future heart
problems. But in the study in the
Journal of the American Heart
Association, US researchérs
found that there is a subgroup of
people who can exercise for long
periods but still have “a signifi-
cantly hlgher risk for heart prob-
lems.”

“We can identify through
MPI (myocardial perfusion
imaging) those at relatively high
risk of having a heart attack, sud-
den death, or the need for bypass
surgery or balloon angioplasty to
open clogged vessels,” said Sofia
Chatziioannou, one of the
authors of the study.

The team from Baylor
College of Medicine and St
Luke’s Episcopal Hospital/Texas
Heart Institute in Houston, Texas
carried out tests on 388 people.

The team asked the patients
to run on a treadmill for nine

minutes, and then injected them |

with radioactive material to
measure blood flow to the heart.

The doctors then used a scan
of the heart, called a radioisotope

-image to see where and how

much of the radioactive material
is flowing to-the heart. — AFP

'‘Briton offers

Y2K solution

From Page 1

The primary function of the
Delta-T probe is to detect the pres-
ence of clock information within
embedded systems.

If time and date information is
found, the probe is able to locate
and store the sections of code
being executed by the- embedded
system which manipulate the time
and date information.

By analysis of this code it is
possible to determine whether the
system will fail as the year date
changes from 99 to 00. The Delta-
T probe has been likened to an
electronic version of an X-ray —
in a matter of minutes it can ‘see’
the code and data being executed
within a system without interfer-
ing with the system’s operation:

Initial inspection of the results
shows whether there is a problem,
and expert analysis indicates the
severity and course of action. The
only alternative approach used to
date is to remove the chip contain-
ing the code and examine the code
off-line, which i1s both invasive
and can take weeks to do.

So how does the Delta-T probe
work? It relies on the principle
that industrial embedded systems
rely a number of common compo-
nents, comprising a processor,
ROM (which holds the code),
RAM (the system memory) and
possibly an RTC (real time clock).

. The probe works by connecting to

some of the ICs (chips) using spe-
cialised test clips, and scanning
data written into by the micro-
processor into RAM for data val-

ues identifiable as clock. Any
clock data found is displayed to
the probe operator.

The Delta-T Probe also stores
each instruction the processor
fetches from the ROM in a sliding
buffer, which provides a window
onto the code being executed. By

triggering on the RAM access on |

clock data, or a value being read
from the RTC chip, it is possible to
freeze the code window so that the
code leading up to and immediate-
ly after the clock data access is
captured.

This code sample can be sent
by email from the Delta-T probe to
a validation service, where it is
first checked against other known
samples from systems using a sim-
ilar microprocessor.

Who is it designed for? Field
service personnel with an elemen-

- tary understanding of what embed-

ded systems are and do. This
includes, but is by no means limit-
ed to, electrical engineers, facili-
ties managers, and maintenance
engineers. The software -supplied
with the Delta-T probe makes
locating and identifying different
types of ICs easy, by providing a
smart search facility complete

-with pictures and instructions on

how to connect the clips.

Some elementary training is
required, but the hardware and
software have been designed to
minimise the time required for
deployment. It is a much-needed
tool to enable rapid testing of
embedded systems, given the
time-pressure presented by the
ever-approaching  millennium
deadline. — Agencies

Alarming rise
in antibiotic
resistance

of bladder
infections

CHICAGO — A study by
Washington state researchers. is
highlighting an alarming rise in
the resistance of several urinary
tract infections to commonly pre-
scribed antibiotics.

Kal Gupta and colleagues at
the University of Washington in
Seattle studied antibiotic resist-
ance in more than 4,000 women
diagnosed with acute cystitis, or
bladder infections, the most com-
mon urinary tract infection,
between 1992 and 1996.

The study, published in the lat-
est issue of The Journal of the
American Medical Association,
found that Escherichia coli and
Staphylococcus  saprophyticus
represented more than 90 per cent
of pathogens found in the urine
samples collected at outpatient

_clinics.

The prevalence of resistance
among E. coli and all pathogens
combined was more than .20 per
cent for ampicillin, cephalothin
and sulfamethoxazole in each year
studied.

The prevalence of resistance to
trimethoprim and trimethoprim-
sulfamethoxazole jumped from
more than nine per cent in 1992 to
more than 18 per cent in 1996
among E. coli, and from eight per
cent to 16 per cent among all iso-
lates combined, the researchers
said.

By contrast, the prevalence of
resistance to nitrofurantoin, gen-
tamicin . and  ciprofloxacin
hydrochloride was 0 per cent to 2
per cent among E. coli and less
than 10 per cent among all
pathogens combined, and did not
change significantly during the
five-year period.

“The high prevalence of resist-
ance to ampicillin and cephaloth-
in, has long been appreciated and
precludes their use in empirical
treatment,” the authors wrote.

“Of considerably greater con-
cern is the increasing prevalence
of resistance to trimethoprim and

-trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole

that we observed.”

They warned that the data sug-
gested that trimethoprim and
trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole,
currently commonly used to treat

. acute cystitis, “may not be accept-

able choices for empmcal therapy
for much longer.”

With frequent use, antibiotics
tend to lose their effectiveness
against bacterial strains, - the
authors noted, adding that as a
result, rates of resistance of bacte-
ria to a particular antibiotic vary
from _community, to: community,
depending on ;which.;antibiotics
are commonly prescribed.

They said that when resistance
to trimethoprim or trimethoprim-
sulfamethoxazole exceeds 15 per
cent to 20 per cent in a communi-
ty, those drugs should not be used
routinely to treat acute cystitis.

- —AFP

| Babies at risk

from untested
drugs: Report

LONDON — Babies are being
put at risk because they are being
given drugs that have only been
tested: on adults, British
researchers said here.

Although licensed for adults,
many of the drugs are offered to
children in modified forms and
different doses from those in
which they were originally tested.

“It’s quite a serious problem,”
Sharon Conroy, a research phar-
macist, said in an interview.

“I wouldn’t say children are
dying as a result but we really
don’t know. What I will say is that
we cannot be sure that the drugs
we use are safe and effective in
the ways we are using ‘them,
because we haven’t got any trial
data to support what we are
doing.”

Conroy and her colleagues at
the Academic Division of Child
Health at the University of
Nottingham in central England
called for urgent action and more
research to make sure the drugs
and doses were safe for very
young children.

“We need funding from the
pharmaceutical industry and the
government to take this problem
seriously and to set up units so
that trials' can be organised on
children in a- controlled way,”

~ Conroy added.

Before a drug is licensed for
use it must be tested in a series of
clinical trials to prove its efficacy
and safety. — Reuters

MANCHESTER (England) — A
British family doctor stood
accused yesterday of killing 15 of
his women patients - after police
added a further. seven murder
charges to the eight he already
faces.

The bearded, bespectacled 52-
year-old doctor appeared in court
briefly to hear the fresh murder
counts against him.

Harold Shipman, who prac-
tices in Hyde, near Manchester in
northwest England, spoke only to
confirm his name, address and that
he understood the nature of the
charges.

He was accompamed by his
wife, Primrose, and their son.

During the five-minute hearing
at Tameside magistrate’s court, the
names of his latest alleged victims
were read out: Muriel Grimshaw,

Doctor accused of

76, Norah Nuttall, 65, Laura
Wagstaff, 81, Maureen Alice
Ward, 57, Pamela Hillier, 68,
Marie West, 81 and Lizzie Adams,
7i)

The doctor is charged with
murdering 15 mainly elderly

patients between 1995 and 1998, .

including three in as many weeks
in January-February of last year.

During their investigation,
police have so far exhumed more
than 12 ex-patients of Shipman.

In each case, autopsies showed
they did not die of natural causes.
The doctor was the last to have
seen the patients alive and signed
their death certificates.

Police have said that more
bodies may be exhumed, as they
intend to examine every single
death among his former patients, a
total of more than 50 in a small

town of 30,000 in the commuter

_ belt surrounding Manchester.
Shipman came to the attention

of the police in June last year
when the daughter of the oldest of
his alleged victims, widow
Kathleen Grundy, 81, complained
that her mother had chariged her
will in the doctor’s favour.

- Angela Woodruff was shocked
when her ‘mother, in good health
for a woman of her age, then died
suddenly two weeks later.

Shipman denied her murder
and having forged the widow’s
£300,000 ($500,00044) will so
that all the money came to him.

The doctor, who is in custody,
has faced multiple proceedings in
a number of different courts as
more charges are laid against him.
Every few weeks he emerges from
jail for a fresh court appearance.

killing 15 patients

A provisional trial date for the
first murder charge has been set
for October.

If doctor Shipman was found
guilty of all the murders, he would
go down in the history books as
one of the world’s worst serial-
killers. The “butcher of Rostov”,
Russian Andrey Tchikatilo, was
found guilty of 52 murders
between 1978 and 1990. The
French doctor Petiot, executed in . -
1946, had 27 murders to his name.

* In.Britain, the last major mur-
der trial was that of Rosemary
West, condemned in November
1995 to a life sentence for 10 mur-
ders. In the “House of Horrors”
where she lived with her husband
Fred, who committed suicide in
prison, 10 bodies were found,
including their own daughters.

—/
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Chinese
defence
‘minister
ends
Pak visit

ISLAMABAD — Chinese
‘Defence Minister General Chi
Haotian ended yesterday a four-
day visit that officials said
focussed on strengthening
defence cooperation with

. Pakistan.

Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz
saw him off at a military air base.

Chi, who is also vice-
chairman of China’s central
military commission, held talks
with senior civil and military
officials, besidés meeting
President Mohammed Rafiq
Tarar and Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif.

Officials said the visit would
lead to further consolidation of
close ties between the long-term
allies.

Sharif told Chi here on
Saturday, the “strategic”
cooperation between Pakistan
and China was critical for peace
and stability in South Asia.

The official APP news agency
quoted Foreign Minister Aziz as
saying agreements reached
during the visit would strengthen
ties and “start a new phase of
relationship.”

Aziz, who did not give details
of the agreements, said the
reaffirmation of the “strong ties
both in the defence and economic
fields at this pamcular tlme is of
great importance to us.’

Chi said Pakistan and China
would continue to develop
understanding beneficial for
regional stability.

He said the younger
generations of the two countries
would enhance the cooperation
following in the footsteps of their
leaders. -

The senior-most official at the
Pakistani Defence Ministry,
retired lieutenant general Iftikhar
Ali Khan, said China had been a
source of “invaluable” defence
assistance, particularly in defence
production.

The high-profile Chinese visit
coincided with a landmark
weekend summit between
Pakistan and India in Lahore.

During his stay here Chi
expressed China’s support to
Pakistan-India dialogue for peace
and security in the region.

UN Afghan
envoy in
Pakistan for
peace talks

ISLAMABAD — The United
Nations special envoy for
Afghanistan arrived in Pakistan
for talks on efforts to end the
Afghan civil war, UN officials
said yesterday.

Algerian diplomat Lakhdar
Brahimi, who arrived in
Islamabad on Sunday night, is
also expected to visit Iran, Russia
and Central Asian countries
during his tour of the region.

Brahimi, who last visited
Pakistan in December, had a
meeting with Pakistani Foreign
Minister Sartaj Aziz in Islamabad
yesterday.

Pakistan is a member of the
so-called UN-sponsored “six-
plus-two” group seeking a
peaceful settlement to the Afghan
war. The group comprises six
countries with common borders.
with Afghanistan — Pakistan,
China, Iran, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan —
plus the United States and
Russia.

The UN envoy is expected to
meet representatives of
Afghanistan’s ruling Taleban
militia and other Afghan groups
during his two-week stay in
Pakistan, Pakistan’s official APP
* news agency said.

Brahimi’s visit follows one by
Turkmenistan Foreign Minister
Borish Shikhmurodov last month
in which Pakistan and
Turkmenistan called for a
formation of “a broad-based and
multi-ethnic government” in the
war-torn country.

Pakistan is one of only three
countries that have extended
diplomatic recognition to the
Taleban administration.

Yeltsin lavishes
awards on
Russian military

MOSCOW — President Boris
Yeltsin lavished awards and
praise on members of the military
top brass and security chiefs
yesterday to mark Russia’s army

y. :

Yeltsin, keen to reassert his
authority after poor health,
thanked the security forces for
their work at a Kremlin
ceremony on the eve of the
Defenders of the Motherland
Day, a holiday initially
introduced to celebrate the
birthday of the Red Army.

“With your perfect service for
the good of the Motherland you
have once again proved that the
power of the spirit, courage and
valour are not just empty words,”
Itar-Tass news agency quoted
Yeltsin as telling the officers.

Three of them received the
highest honorary rank of Hero of
the Russian Federation.

— Reuters, AFP

BUS ON FIRE: Activists setting a bus ablaze on a Karachi street early yesterday on receiving news that 500 of their workers,
including their leader Qazi Hussain Ahmed, have been arrested in Lahore city after pohce used tear gas and baton charge to disperse
the Lahore rally on Sunday. — Reuters

Sharif vows to ﬁght

terrorism in Karachi

KARACHI — Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif vowed
_yesterday to pursue his fight against terrorism in
Karachi, despite a setback to his project to crush it

through military courts.

“Do not be afraid of terrorists and continue to
fight those who have disturbed the peace of the city,”
he told a gathering of thousands of policemen and
relatives of officers killed in the past four years.

He distributed close to a million dollars among
families of 80 policemen killed in four years.

Pakistan’s largest city has witnessed more than
3,500 killings over the past few years in political, -

ethnic and religious violence..

In October Sharif clamped direct federal on
Sindh province, of which Karachi is the capital, after
dismissing the elected provincial government.

: He set up military courts to try civilians, but
abolished the tribunals this month after the Supreme
Court declared them unconstitutional and illegal.

The court asked the government to rely on the
special anti-terrorism courts set up under a 1997 law
to try suspects and mcrease their number to cope

with the cases.

In a broadcast to'the nation on Friday Sharif
,,sald he would honour the verdict and carry on his
against terrorism in line with the judicial

“war”
guidelines.

interests.

gathering.

He complained that his efforts since coming to
power in 1997 to change the status quo and ensure
speedy justice had been obstructed by vested

Relatives of the slain policemen described to the
gathering yesterday how their sons and husbands
were gunned down by terrorists.

“My husband and brother-in-law were killed
mercilessly by terrorists in front of my own eyes.
How can I forget those images,”

a widow told the

Senior police official Aziz Farooqi said he had

lost his two sons including a policeman in 1997.

bloodshed.

Police officials said the ceremony was a “morale
booster” for the force. -

They said around 450 policemen were killed in
attacks by terrorists in Karachi since 1994 and
blamed “terrorists” allegedly belonging to the ethnic-
based Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM) for the

The MQM, which represents the Urdu-speaking
settler community that arrived here after the partition

of the subcontinent in 1947, is at loggerheads with

the Sharif government, .
The party accuses the govemment of persecuting
the community and waging a “ruthless” campaign to

crush the MQM. — 4AFP

‘Shakespeare’ script takes
US Writers’ Guild Award

LOS ANGELES — Shakespeare
In Love walked off with the
Writers’ Guild Award for best
screenplay written directly for
the screen in the latest
trophy-yielding event in
Hollywood.

The 51st annual Writers Guild
Awards, held on Saturday
evening in Beverly Hills, was the
latest awards show to honour the
surprise hit comedy, which this
month carried off 13 Oscar
nominations — more than any
other film nominated by the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences this year.

Awards season is in full swing
as Hollywood gears up for the
Academy Awards — the film
world’s most coveted awards —
which will be held on March 21.
The Oscars are likely to be a
battle of love and war as the
romantic comedy hit Shakespeare

goes up against  Steven
Spielberg’s epic war drama
Saving Private Ryan, which

received 11 Oscar nominations.
Ryan was among four other

films competing on Saturday for
the Writers Guild screenplay
award. Other contenders were
Bulworth by writer/actor/director
Warren Beatty and Jeremy Pikser,
The Opposite of Sex, by Don
Roos and The Truman Show by
Andrew Niccol.

Romantic comedy hit
Shakespeare starring Gwyneth
Paltrow as an aristocrat whose
love inspires the Bard. to make
major changes to a play he was
writing tentatively called Romeo
and Ethel, the Pirate’s Daughter,
also walked off with Golden
Globe awards last month for best
comedy film award, best
screenplay and best actress in a
comedy last month.

In accepting the Writers Guild
Award on Saturday night,
Shakespeare co-writer Marc
Norman said, “I think this award
is special because it is given to

_people like us from people like

us.”

Founded in 1933, the Writers
Guild of America represents
writers in the motion picture,

broadcast, cable and new media
industries.

“I like the word guild very
much as it resonates from the
middle ages and ' connotes
craftsmanship,” said celebrated
playwright Tom Stoppard, who
co-wrote  Shakespeare with
Norman.

“I still feel like an import from
the London theatre,” he said, but
added he hopes to do more work
in Hollywood. “

In London, we got Nicole
Kidman. Here, you got me. That’s
just how it works!,” he said,
referring to Kidman’s recent
critically-acclaimed London
stage performance in The Blue
Room, which has been hailed as
“pure theatrical Viagra.”

The Writers Guild Awards
began as a poolside gathering at
the Bel Air Hotel in 1949 and
soon attracted the biggest stars in
Hollywood. Stars like Brooke
Shields, James Coburn and Kirk
Douglas were on hand on
Saturday night to present the
awards. — Reuters

Pakistan,
India to
cooperate
on visas,
millennium

bug, POWs

LAHORE The  foreign
ministers of India and Pakistan
will review the outcome of the
Vajpayee-Sharif Lahore summit
meeting shortly.

“The modalities for the
meeting will be worked out
soon,” Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister Sartaj Aziz said in
news reports here yesterday.
The decisions of the summit
would be followed and

implemented, he added.

In fact, he added, the foreign

. ministers,would be, henceforth

meeting periodically “to discuss
all issues of mutual concern
including the nuclear-related
issues.”

Aziz said both Islamabad
and New Delhi had agreed to
relax visa restrictions and
certain categories of passengers
would be identified to extend
this facility.

“The condition of reporting
to the police will be waived off
and visa staff increased -in both
countries,” he added.

India and Pakistan, Aziz said
would also undertake
consultations on World Trade
Organisation-related issues with
a view to coordinating their
respective positions.

Both countries will also
determine areas of cooperation
in the information technology
field, in particular for tackling
the problems of Y2K, the
Millennium Bug.

“We also decided on
appointing a committee at the
ministerial level to examine
humanitarian issues relating to
civilian detainees and missing
prisoners of war [POWs],” Aziz
added.

The Pakistani  foreign
minister also informed that New
Delhi would support Islamabad
in securing the membership of
the Indian Ocean Rim countries
at the meeting of the body being
held next year. — Internews

Lahore calm after
Indo-Pak summit

ISLAMABAD — Calm returned
to Lahore yesterday after violent
protests surrounding the landmark
Pakistan-India summit which was
hailed by both countries.

Pakistan Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif and his Indian
counterpart Atal Behari Vajpayee
pledged in.the border city of
Lahore to work to reduce the risk
of nuclear war and resolve
disputes — including their centre-
stage conflict over Kashmir.

But thousands of police and
paramilitary troops were needed
to battle two days of clashes
around the talks.

Police said they had freed top
leaders of Jamaat-e-Islami but
around 1,000 workers of the party
remained in custody in Lahore.

Some 150 people were injured
and a police constable died from
bullet wounds during street fights.

The Pakistan government said
yesterday the Lahore summit
marked an “important milestone”
in relations but added that it
expected “genuine” progress now
on the future of Kashmir.

Foreign Office spokesman
Tariq Altaf told reporters the next
round of dialogue between senior
officials will be held in New Delhi
soon.

That would be the occasion for
India to ‘“demonstrate” the
symbolism of Vajpayee’s visit had
its “true foundation in sincerity,”
said the spokesman.

Vajpayee’s visit was “an
important milestone in bilateral
relations,” Altaf said, adding the
message given by the two prime
ministers was that peace and

<«

security was in the “supreme
national interests” of both sides.

“It is our hope that India will
bend all efforts, as much as we
shall do the same, to translate this
vision of the two prime ministers
into reality,” the spokesman said.

“After  Prime  Minister
Vajpayee’s visit and his signature
on the Lahore Declaration we will
rightfully expect a genuine and
positive movement towards the
final settlement of Jammu and
Kashmir,” he said.

India’s  President K.R.
Narayanan also praised the
summit’s results in a government-
prepared address to the opening of
the budget session of parliament
in New Delhi.

“India and Pakistan will now
work to enter into agreements to
put in place far-reaching
confidence-building measures,”
Narayanan said.

“It is our hope that the prime
minister’s historic initiative for
the welfare of the peoples of the
two countries and his reiteration
that a secure, stable and
prosperous Pakistan is in India’s
interest will mark a new chapter
in our bilateral ties,” the president
said.

Analysts said Vajapyee and
Sharif had raised hopes for an end
to 50 years of hostility despite
their lack of breakthrough on the
Himalyan state of Kashmir.

The two leaders wrapped up
their historic encounter with
smiles, ‘making conciliatory
comments and signing a Lahore
Declaration as well as a document
setting out confidence building

Benazir criticises
premiers’ meeting

KARACHI — Opposition
leader and former prime
minister Benazir Bhutto

yesterday criticised Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif for
not pushing' India to sign a
nuclear non-proliferation
agreement during a weekend
summit.

Benazir said in a statement
released by her Pakistan
People’s Party that Sharif
“missed a golden opportunity
for both India and Pakistan to
jointly announce the signing of
the CTBT (Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty) during the summit
meeting”.

Sharif and . India’s Prime
Mipister Atal, Behari® Vajpayee
agreed at the weekend meeting
to notify each other about
ballistic missile tests, extend
their moratoria on further test
explosions and to notify each
other immediately of accidental
or unauthorised incidents that

could create the risk of
escalating tension.
They also pledged to

establish means of communica-
tion to cut the risk of accidental

war and to review existing
communications and confi-
dence-building measures.

Benazir said the two
countries should have
announced a firm and early date
for the signing of the test ban
treaty.

Both India and Pakistan,
which carried out tit-for-tat
nuclear tests last May, have said
they would sign the treaty by
September.

India wants to buy surplus
power from Pakistan but tariff
should be reasonable.

Despite unsuitable weather
conditions, India had a bumper
wheat crop. It could supply its
surplus wheat to Paklstan Sy

His 24-hour brief visit to
Pakistan will help improve
relations between both the
countries. India wants peace,
harmony and friendship with the
people of Pakistan. °

Love and better
understanding should replace
hate and distrust between both
countries as India wants peace
in South Asia.

— Reuters, Internews

measures.

They agreed the world’s two
newest nuclear powers would
notify each other in advance of
ballistic missile flight tests and
consult to develop means to avoid
an accidental nuclear conflict.

The declaration binds them to
“intensify” efforts to resolve all
issues, including the dispute over
Kashmir, the cause of two of their
three wars since independence in
1947.

Despite the summit, Kashmir

" is likely to remain a source of

tension, analysts said.

Pakistani newspapers

hlghhghted Vajapyee’s vow to
“negotiate with sincerity” on
Kashmir and Sharif’s repeated
reminders that this root cause of
rivalry would have to be tackled
to achieve real progress.

And Jamaat-e-Islami leaders
said their protests had achieved
their aim of highlighting that the
summit would weaken the
“freedom” campaign in India-held
Kashmir.

Vajpayee said back in New
Delhi on Sunday that it would be
very difficult to normalise
relations if killing by pro-Pakistan
militants in Kashmir did not stop.

However Pakistan’s Foreign
Secretary Shamshad Ahmad
insisted his country was not to
blame for deaths in Kashmir.

“It is, in fact, the Pakistani
stand that atrocities (in Kashmir)
should end for a durable peace.
The killings in Kashmir cannot be
attributed to Pakistan,” Ahmad
said in reaction to Vajpayee’s
comments. — AFP

Sharif agrees
3 L] L] L
to visit India
ISLAMABAD Pakistan
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
will visit India in the next few
months, a top government

official said here yesterday.

“The prime .minister will
return the compliment to his
honourable Indian counterpart by
flying to New Delhi,” the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
official confirmed, requesting
that he not be named.

Indian Prime Minister Atal
Behari  Vajpayee  formally
extended an invitation to Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif to visit
India during his historic two-day
‘trip to Lahore over the weekend.

“Vajpayee assured Sharif that
he will find in India a very warm
welcome: and that he looked
forward to : receiving-: the

vPakistani premier soon‘in Indla,”

the official said.

Sharif, he informed, had
thanked Vajpayee for the
invitation and -assured that he
would soon visit India.

“No dates have been
finalised, but it is safe to assume
that the trip will materialise in
the next few months, probably
before the federal budget is
presented in June,” the official
added. — Internews

alone, the World Bank has said.

between 30,000 and 50,000.

Development Programme

to vehicular pollution.

the Bank-aided project.

must not be corrupt,”

domestic households,”

~ The Bank’s environmental economist, Carter Brandon, identified
two-stroke three-wheeler autorickshaws, known here as baby-taxis,
as the major culprits in polluting the air. “We can’t ban baby-taxis
overnight unless we find another economical, social alternative,” he
said, stressing the need to clean up the existing fleet estimated to be

Bank-sponsored studies by the Department of Environment and
the Atomic Energy Commission show that Dhaka air in certain areas
has high levels of lead — as much as 463 nanograms per cubic metre
with 50 tonnes of lead deposited in the city’s air annually.

Brandon said proper inspection and availability of lead-free and
pure motor spirit were among the prerequisites to control vehicular
pollution and contain its hazardous impact on human health.

As one of 21 implementing agencies of the United Nations
(UNDP)-sponsored
programmes, the World Bank has initiated a project aiming to reduce
vehicular pollution and associated health hazards in Dhaka in a cost-
effective manner, Bank sources said.

The main objective of the $5 million project, called the Air
Quality Management Project (AQMP), is to reduce human exposure

environmental

Improved lubricants and lubricant delivery systems can help clean
up automobiles, Brandon said. He was here for talks with officials on

Brandon, a senior official of the Bank’s South Asia Environment
Unit, said there would be no progress in reducing air pollution
without a better vehicle inspection system. “The inspection system
he said, pointing to the failure of pollution
control in Delhi and Mexico City.

He felt the need to disseminate information about air pollution, its
causes and laws to contain it. “We don’t know how much of air
pollution comes from baby-taxis, how much from industries and
Brandon said, urging the government to give

out information. Dhaka’s air pollution will be reduced substantially if
the Bank’s project succeeds in regulating baby-taxis in the next three

years, Brandon felt.

Paul Martin, environment specialist at the Bank’s Dhaka office,
emphasised better monitoring of fuel delivery system, mainly petrol
stations, many of which, he said quoting a survey, mixed kerosene or
some other low-cost oil with motor spirit.

He also pointed to industrial air pollution and stressed the need to
give factory owners information relating to environmental hazards

caused by their units.

The government is reviving a taka 100 million project to make
petroleum products lead -free in the wake of widespread public
concern on lead pollution and its impact on humans, particularly

children.

It has asked the Eastern Refinery Limited (ERL), the country’s
lone oil refinery, to reactivate its lead separator unit to install new
equipment under the project, sources said. The unit has been lying

idle for a’long time.

ERL refines only 42 per cent of national consumption and the rest
is imported. The new rule to keep fuel lead-free would also be
applicable to imports, official sources said.

The decision coincided with the Bank’s approval of a $177
million loan to deal with Dhaka’s traffic congestion and air pollution
under a joint programme of the government and the Dhaka City
also followed
environmentalists and health workers to demand use of unleaded

Corporation. It

fuel.

Child neurologist Naila Khan recently said her study showed that
the level of lead in blood samples of children was eight times higher
than the limit permitted by the World Health Organisation (WHO).
Khan conducted her survey on children reporting for behavioural and
mental disorders at the Dhaka Children’s Hospital.

According to an earlier government decision, petrol was to be
refined or imported with 0.015 gram of lead per litre. But there was
0.45 gram of lead in one litre of octane, sources said.

Air pollution kills 15,000 annually in Dhaka

DHAKA — Air pollution causes an estimated 15,000 premature
deaths and several million cases of sickness every year in Dhaka

a vigorous campaign by

— India Abroad News Service

Troops deployed ahead of
local polls in Bangladesh

STRIKE CALL: Opposition supporters marching through Dhaka with flaming torches yesterday,
urging residents to participate. in a 72-hour national strike planned to begin today. The strike
coincides with municipal elections which the opposition has threatened to resist. — Reuters

DHAKA — Thousands of troops
and security forces began fanning
out yesterday on the eve of
Bangladesh municipal elections to
thwart possible violence amid an
opposition boycott and general
strike.

A spokesman for the election
commission said that troops
would be deployed in phases.

“On Monday they would be
deployed in those areas where
elections will be held tomorrow,
while another group would be
deployed for the other areas for
Tuesday,” he said.

Asked if there were any
reports of problems from any of
the election areas, one
commission source said “so far all
is right and we have had no
complaints so far from any side.”

A security source said they
would report to the district chief
and then move out to sensitive
areas.

The Election Commission said
some 35,000 personnel would
guard nearly 2,100 polling centres

in 137 out of 182 municipalities
nationwide where voting will take
place from today through to
Thursday.

Chief Election Commissioner
Mohammed Abu Hena said all
arrangements had been taken to
ensure “free, fair and peaceful
voting” amongst the more than
three = million  Bangladeshis
expected to vote this week.

An opposition alliance led by
former prime minister Khaleda
Zia’s Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP), has called a three-
day general strike from today to
disrupt the polls in protest at
election chief Hena, who they
accuse of bias.

The opposition, which plans
more agitations next month, has
held a series of strikes in recent
weeks to push for its demands
which include the removal of
Hena.

The strikes are estimated to
have hit the Bangladesh economy
to the tune of four billion taka
($83 million), a day.

Observers earlier said this
week’s three-day polls will set the
tone for political conduct in
coming months for this South
Asian country which has been a
victim of chroni¢ political unrest.

Newspapers reported high
enthusiasm  for the local
government elections, despite the
tension.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
Wajed has appealed to the
opposition to settle all disputes in
parliament and stop politics of
violence.”

Thousands of people left
Dhaka since Thursday to enjoy
the extra nine-day holiday, with a
break yesterday only, newspapers
said, adding that some also left for
their respective districts to vote.

Many  affluent Bangladeshis
have reportedly left the country or
prepared to do so before the
shutdown as tour operators
offered “strike packages,” with
rush for visas and hotels book in
resort areas, the Daily Star
newspaper said. — AFP



TIMES OF OMAN

Tuesday, February 23, 1999

TIMES & OMAN

ESTABLISHED: 1975

" A summit of goodwill

AS expected, nothing substantial has emerged from the hyped-up
summit between Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and his
Pakistani counterpart Nawaz Sharif to make it a defining moment as
a section of the press would like to term it. Except perhaps for a
promise to build confidence-building measures to avert a nuclear war,
no breakthrough has been achieved. Considering the people’s fears of
a nuclear war, one would have thought at least a no-war pact or some-
* thing close to it would emerge. That did not happen. On balance,

there was only a slimmish basis for the euphoria generated by the
media.

Nonetheless, it doesn’t mean that the summit was a waste of time.
It was, indeed, a success in the sense that it helped create a friendly
atmosphere for further talks. As Sharif has succinctly put it, ‘The ice
has been broken’. Even this can be deemed an achievement of sorts
for the two countries wallowing in rivalry for over 50 years. If the
miasma of swingeing hatred and distrust can be supplanted by an
atmosphere of camaraderie and goodwill, the two developing coun-
tries can focus their resources and energies on developmental projects
rather than on building and stocking weapons of mass destruction.
The confidence building measures (CBMs) which envisage a mecha-
nism to prevent a possible nuclear war are, decidedly, a positive out-
come.

Unfortunately, other points in the Lahore Declaration are nothing
but a recycling of the much bandied about proposals. In fact, a shufti
into the Declaration would convince anyone with an average IQ that
it is at worst, officialese signifying nothing and, at best, full of words
of goodwill for public consumption. Of course, nobody had expected

the summit to cut the Gordian knot in Kashmir. But one had expect- .

ed some positive developments on less festering issues like Siachen
and Sir Creek. Furthermore, there was no mention of accelerating
bilateral trade relations, notably in the context of - a power deal
fleshed out with much aplomb

The question, therefore, is: was all this hype in the run-up to the
summit worth it? The PR flummery orchestrated by the BJP spin
masters speaks for itself. The BJP government was badly in need of
a boost for its flagging image this side of an election which can
descend on it anytime now. With the withdrawal of support of the
ally, INLD, last week the BJP government is left to survive by a
majority of just two seats. The party has drawn much confidence
from the much-publicised summit to present its budget on Saturday.
As for the two PMs, despite the lack of any substantial outcome, they
did come out with their respective profiles a touch higher than before
thanks to the enormous fund of goodwill their meeting has generated.

ARAFAT WELCOMED: German Interior Minister Otto Schily welcoming Palestinian President Yasser Arafat prior to their talks yes-
terday. Arafat is on a one-day visit to Germany. — Reuters

Sisters in arms

THE blossoming of friendship between the two formidable ladies of the
AJADMK and the Trinamool Congress — and their kind words —
might come as a pleasant surprise to the prime minister. At the minimum
what this could mean is a respite from the two attacking each other. But
Atal Behari Vajpayee should not bet on a trouble-free relationship with
them singly or jointly. A near euphoric Mamata Banerjee emerged from
the meeting in Chennai full of praise for the prime minister and her new-
found sister Jayalalitha. Most of what transpired has been kept confi-
dential. But it appears the two see eye to eye on several issues, includ-
ing the need to dismiss the DMK govemment in Tamil Nadu, and have
decided to stand together behind Vajpayee in the midst of his troubles
with his own party. As always opportunism appears in the guise of
virtue.

The attempt to combine AIADMK-Trinamool Congress forces at
this juncture is not at all inexplicable. Om Prakash Chautala has caused
cracks in the ruling coalition when he walked out of it. Those ‘cracks
‘may not be particularly serious’and indeed may be’papered over quite
soon. The differences within the BJP and the inability of the party man-
agers to overcome them are more significant. Any signs of erosion in the
ranks of an 18-party alliance are bound to enhance each constituent’s
sense of its own importance.

From that to trying to coordinate action and demands is the next log-
ical step. The AIADMK and the Trinamool Congress have been the first
to move in this direction. Others could follow suit. So Vajpayee should
take all the promises from Chennai with a large pinch of salt. What
Jayalalitha and Mamata Banerjee share in common is well-known: a
combative style of politics, persistent demands for the dismissal of state
governments, a populist agenda and a propensity for fishing in trouble
waters. With each now intending to reinforce the other, the pressures on
the prime minister will increase. At the same time the new sisterhood
could fall apart with as much facility as it came together. Mamata
Banerjee, outspoken about corruption at other times, chose to say noth-
ing about the central government notification transferring cases against
Jayalalitha from special courts to sessions courts. Such tactfulness is not
going to enhance her image. Furthermore, if the BJP fails to be even-
handed about favours in future, the sisterhood will be strained. Sooner
rather than later it will become apparent if any specific agreements were
reached in Chennai. Attending each other’s rallies'may bring out larg-
er crowds and more media attention. But the two are aiming for more
than that. Jayalalitha lacks the clout and-numerical strength she once
enjoyed after the BJP managed to split her alliance with smaller parties
in Tamil Nadu. Mamata Banerjee lacks the kind of financial resources
her “sister”” can command at election time: Apart from these linkages the
two can be useful to each other during street demonstrations. It may be
a natural alliance of two demanding politicians but not one with very
much of a future beyond the bargaining table. — The Indian Express

Living with our mistakes

RECENTLY the ninth five-year plan was launched in Islamabad with
much fanfare. A gathering of over 500 leading industrialists, business
executives, bankers and economic experts provided an appropriate
forum for the announcement of the plan which is more than six - months
behind time. Although little input was expected from such a large audi-
ence which was invited to put the seal of approval on the plan, it did
serve one very important purpose. It was designed to help mobilise pop-
ular participation in the development programme embodied in the plan.

The importance of such participation was highlighted by the prime
minister’s announcement on the occasion that development planing
would no more remain the government’s exclusive domain. He invited-
the private sector to actively participate in the implementation process.
For this purpose the prime minister proposed the establishment of a
business council comprising representatives of the business community
and government officials to supervise and monitor the implementation
of the plan.

The prime mxmster reiterated his government’s commitment to the
policies of liberalisation, deregulation and privatisation. He assured the
business community of his government’s commitment to creating an
environment which would allow it.to work without the least interven-
tion by state functionaries. It would have been a great omission if the
weaknesses of the economy had not been duly recognised on this occa-
sion. Among the more important of these weaknesses are the fiscal
deficit and the stagnation of exports. The prime minister touched on
both of these matters and sought the support of the businessmen in over-
coming them.

His audience may not have been too pleased to learn that the gener-
al sales tax on wholesale and retail commerce has come to stay and that
no exemption was to be granted in future. Fiscal consolidation is not
possible without this tax which alone has the desired elasticity. Those
who pleaded against the tax were reminded that they were only an
agency for collection since payment was to be made by the consumer.
‘Since the government’s priority number one is the enhancement of rev-
enues, not marginally but substantially, the revamping of the tax collec-
tion machinery will, therefore, receive prime importance.

On the external front, exports have been stagnant at around $8,000
million for several years. Despite the several packages of incentives
offered since 1997, exports could not pick up. In fact the situation has
deteriorated and this fiscal year there has been a 12 per cent decline. The
rot is mainly attributable to high cost and indifferent quality. Cost could
have been reduced if the decline in international prices of oil had been
passed on to industries and other consumers, as had been promised,
through a reduction in electricity tariff and transport costs. Further,
interest rates also could have been slashed if genuine efforts had been
made for the recovery of defaulted loans. In the absence of these two
possible measures, businessmen should innovate internal eﬂicxenmes
and realise quality 1mprovement

Regarding the loss of investors’ confidence, the prime minister has
been very forthright in admitting that freezing of foreign currency
accounts was not a correct decision. “Had there been a right advice the
decision to freeze the accounts could have been avoided”. — Dawn
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Lahore Declaration personal
triumph for Vajpayee, Sharif

By P. Jayaram

INDIAN Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee and his Pakistani
counterpart Nawaz Sharif have
raised visions of peace in the tur-
bulent relations between their
countries with their novel diplo-

macy that culminated in Sunday’s

Lahore Declaration. 3

Even though there was no dra-
matic breakthrough as many had
expected, both the prime ministers
have reasons to be satisfied with
the outcome of Vajpayee’s bus trip
to Lahore which saw the two
countries reaching a broad agree-
ment on avoiding an accidental
nuclear confrontation and a series
of confidence-building measures.

The two belied the warnings
of the protagonists of the “don’t-
trust-them” approach . in their
countries to break the proverbial
ice in bilateral relations that is
seen by observers as personal tri-
umph for both leaders.

By Sami Zubeiri

THE landmark summit between
Pakistan and India was a positive
initial step toward detente, ana-
lysts in Lahore said, but Kashmir
remained a stumbling block.

Indian Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s vow to “negoti-
ate with sincerity” the disputed
Himalayan state of Kashmir
“reflects at least an awakening on
the part of Indians that it is time to
tackle this root-cause of tensions
seriously,” said one analyst.

On Sunday the prime minis-
ters of Pakistan and India pledged
to take immediate steps to reduce
the risk of nuclear conflict and to
intensify efforts to resolve all
bilateral disputes, including the
key issue of Kashmir.

The pledge came in a “Lahore
Declaration” signed following an
historic weekend summit in
Lahore between Indian Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and
his Pakistani counterpart Nawaz
Sharif.

But on his return to New Delhi
late on Sunday, Vajpayee said
relations with Pakistan could

Vajpayee, who is facing criti-
cism from friends and foes alike
at home, has reason to be particu-
larly happy with the outcome of
the visit. The Pakistanis, who
were expecting a typical “Hindu
nationalist” — as western news-
paper reports project him and his
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) — were impressed by his
sincerity and down-to-earth
approach to the problems that
bedevil relations between the two
countries.

Vajpayee’s eloquence and sin-
cerity stirred the hearts’ of the
Pakistanis who heard him speak
in Hindi at the civic reception
accorded by Lahore
Khwaja Ahmed Hassan at the
sprawling grounds. of the Punjab
governor’s regal mansion.

“He spoke from his heart. It
was a tremendous speech,” said
GM. Sikandar, a senior bureau-
crat. “It was a poetry of love. Is
there anything bigger than love?”

improve only when killings by
separatists in Kashmir ended.

“Innocent men and women are
being killed. If such killings con-
tinue, it would be difficult to nor-
malise relations between the two
countries,” he said.

Nawabzada Nasrullah, a veter-
an politician and former chairman
of parliamentary committee on
Kashmir, said there had been “no
achievement” out of this high pro-
file visit.

“We are not against dialogue
but we have to make it clear to
India and the rest of the world that
Kashmiris must have a right to
self-determination,” he added.

Groups backing the struggle in
Kashmir rejected the outcome as
lacking substance. “It is just eye-
wash,” the leader of the Lashkar-
i-Tayyab, Hafiz Saif-ur Rehman,
said reacting to the declaration.

India and Pakistan have fought
two of their three wars since parti-
tion in 1947 over the divided
Himalayan region.

The declaration stressed that
resolution of the Kashmir dispute

as “essential” to ensuring mutu-
al peace and security.

Mayor °

- he asked.

Abdul Jabbar Munir, a former
professor at the government
Christian College, was also “very
impressed” by Vajpayee’s speech.
“He is genuine about friendship
between our two countries, and I
feel that for the first time in 50
years I may be able to visit my
relatives in Jalandhar (on the
Indian side of Punjab),” said
Munir, whose family was one of
thousands that were separated
when the subcontinent was parti-
tioned in 1947. Vajpayee said his
bus journey to Lahore had
reduced the distance between
New Delhi and Lahore. But that
was not enough.
reduce the distance between our
two countries.”

. “How can you not go and see
your relative when he is sick?”” he
asked tugging a cord in the heart
of many whose families had been
separated. “Even if you finally
manage to reach, you have to

A step towards detente

Although no significant break- -

through .had been expected on
Kashmir, analysts viewed the
summit results as a beginning.

And more encouraging was
the resolve of the two newest
nuclear powers to work out a
mechanism to reduce the risk of
accidental nuclear war, according
to the analysts.

A leading human rights
activist I.A. Rehman described
Vajpayee’s visit as a “meaningful
step” for peace in south Asia.

“Nothing more was expected.
The Lahore Declaration and the
memorandum of understanding
signed by Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif and Prime Minister
Vajpayee set the stage for gradual
normalisation  of  relations
between the two countries,” he
said. “Both sides are very much
keen to avoid an armed conflict,”
he said, observing they had made
some “progress” towards avoid-
ance of a nuclear war.

While the declaration and a
separate memorandum of under-
standing contained specific meas-
ures for. building confidence on
nuclear - issues, they offered no

“We have to -

report to the police stations, and
you know, how our police are?”
he said, referring to the hassles
travellers face in each other’s
country. He also told his invited
Pakistani audience at the rally that
history could be changed but not
geography. Similarly, one can
change friends but not neigh-
bours.

Vajpayee’s speech was punc-
tuated by repeated rounds of
applause from the about 200-
strong Pakistani audience.

His decision to visit Minar-e-
Pakistan, from where the resolu-
tion to set up a separate state of
Pakistan was adopted in 1940,
also went down well with the peo-
ple of his host country.

Vajpayee, who acknowledged
that his visit to the historic monu-
ment could spark off a controver-
sy back home, used the occasion
to convey India’s genuine desire
for peace and friendship with
Pakistan.

new initiative on the -bitter ques-
tion of Kashmir beyond a commit-
ment to intensify efforts towards
seeking a resolution, they said.

Pakistan’s key fundamentalist
party Jamaat-e-Islami made no
comment. A JI spokesman said the
party would take up the issue in a
meeting of its senior leaders to
formulate its response to the out-
come of the talks.

The JI strongly opposed the
visit, the first by an Indian pre-

. mier in 10 years. Activists took to

the streets on Saturday and one
policeman died while at least 100
people were injured as demonstra-
tors clashed with police.

Kalim Bahadur, head of
Central Asian studies at New
Delhi’s prestigious Jawaharlal
Nehru University, said the issues
facing the two countries were
“very complex” and the “mindset
is still solidly grounded.”

“They have taken note of each
other’s approach ... As of today,
one can say that some step for-
ward has been taken ... They have.
managed to show the world that
they are discussing seriously,” he
said.

India’s poor
in fora
tough budget

By Abhik Kumar Chanda

INDIA’S impoverished millions -

will have little to smile about
when the national budget is
unveiled later this month, despite
government pledges: to insert
“pro-poor” elements.

Experts say India’s growing
poor — estimated at a third of’its
975 million people — will get
almost no relief in the February 27
budget, with the government
focusing instead on countering a
ballooning fiscal deficit.

The deficit totalled $17.4. bil- -

lion for the April-December peri-
od, up 75 per cent from the previ-
ous year.

Jay Dubashi, an ideologue of
Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s ruling BJP party, said
having - a multi-party coalition
government made it difficult to
take tough decisions on poverty.

“There is no thought given to
the poor. For the decision-makers,
a budget is a good budget if the
markets . respond favourably,”
Dubashi said, adding that the need
of the hour was not subsidies but
jobs.

“They have to create an
employment climate by spurring
industrial growth as well as
demand. This can be done by
reducing import duties and giving
more benefits to greenfield proj-
ects so that more and more come
up.

“Instead of creating jobs, we
have been giving the poor sub-
sidised food and things which do
not really improve their situa-
tion.”

Vajpayee attempted to cut
food and fertiliser subsidies last
month, but had to roll back the
measure for those living below the
poverty line following widespread
protests.

The prime minister hinted that
he might have a second crack at
getting the cuts accepted.

“The next budget will be good
for the poor and the country,”
Vajpayee said. :

“But there is the question of
subsidy. The government cannot
share all the responsibilities.”

Columnist - Tavleen Singh

agreed that subsidies were not the
answer to the poverty crisis, and
pointed out that the state food dis-
tribution system was mired in cor-
ruption and mismanagement.

“Study after study has shown
that in most of the country, the
poor obtain few benefits from the
government’s largesse. Our poor-
est states receive barely 10 per
cent of the (subsidised food) sup-
plies,” Singh said. -

“The poor do need help from
the government. But instead of
subsidies they need roads to their
villages, schools for their chil-
dren, halfway decent healthcare

. and employment opportunities

that will come automatically with
telephones, electricity and roads.”

India’s anti-poverty strategy
comprises a wide range of pro-
grammes, whose share of central

. budget expenditure programmes

has increased from 5.4 per cent in
1990-91 to 7.7 per cent in 1995-
96.

But a recent World Bank study
on poverty in India was damning
in its evaluation of the pro-
grammes’ effectiveness.

“Only 40 per cent of the total
quantity of wheat and about 46

“per cent of the total quantity of

rice supplied through the (sub-
sidised). Public Distribution
System is consumed by the poor-
est 40 per cent of people in India,”
the report said. .

Subsidies on “non-merit” con-
sumer goods totalled 11 per cent
of gross domestic product, where-
as spending on health and educa-
tion is less than five per cent of
GDP.

The study said India had the
world’s largest concentration of
poor people with abysmal hvmg
standards.

“Life expectancy at birth, now
twice the 30 years that was the
Indian average in 1947, remains
well below that of China (69
years).

“Adult literacy rates for Indian
males (64 per cent) and for
females (39 per cent) in 1991
were almost identical to those of
sub-Saharan Africa and far behind
those in China,” it added.

Right moves

Overworked boys, these

THE stern warning issued by Sheikh Amer bin Shuwain Al Hosni, min-
ister of social affairs, labour and vocational training, is very commend-
able and comes out at the right time, (Zimes, February 22).

Many expatriates — especially those in senior managerial positions
— have long mistaken Omani traits of friendliness, pleasantness, hos-
pitality and warmth for signs of weakness.

There will certainly be individuals, both Omanis and expatriates,
who will try to defeat the very purpose of such directives, though they
do ‘lip service’ while working to diminish the effectiveness of
Omanisation, which.is vital to the nation’s aspirations and goals to
become more self-reliant.

It is time that people realised that more and more young Omanis are
now looking for job opportunities.

The days of recruiting a large number of expatriates while Omanis
remain unemployed are long gone; so are the days when Omanis can sit
behind and ‘choose’ jobs.

No one is against expatriates. View it this way: They were guests in
my house, but they have now overstayed. Besides, I cannot afford to
keep you well-fed, cutting down on the food of my children.

It is appreciated that expatriates are here because they have and are
contributing, and not for fun or to have an easy life.

And to my Omani brothers and sisters who feel comfortable to have
expatriates around you, those days are also now getting over.

Just as you got the opportunity to get to where you are today, it is
high time you provided chances to your younger brothers and sisters, of
course only to those who are really committed, dedicated and loyal to
their work, responsibilities and work ethics.

I am sure that there are still many job opportunities for young and
willing Omanis (90 per cent, if not more, of all general managers and
managing directors in companies are expatriates!).

Artificial barriers and restrictions being placed on capable Omanis
to move up need to be reviewed and removed.

I salute the moves initiated by the minister, and feel that more
Omanis should come out to the support of his initiatives.

Majid bin Said bin Nasser Al Suleimany

Qurum Heights -

ONE must not bemoan the result of the cricket match in Calcutta.

The players (Indian) would probably find it hard to concentrate on
the game at hand with all the work plhng up while they gallavant on the
field.

Work, did I hear you say! Sure, the work required to peddle black
fizzy drinks, plastic money, pan masala, soap, cooking masala, jotter
pens, rubber footwear and the other crucial consumables gripping mod-
ern-day society by the proverbial throat.

I wish them a good holiday in Colombo.

They do need their breaks, don’t they, the poor “boys”.

Avirat Vaishnav
Seeb

Lack of sportsmanship

PAKISTAN won the inaugural Asian Championship Test in Calcutta.

It was a great achievement, specially after being six down for 26 in
the first innings.

They have shown that they are real fighters. .

But what about sportsman spirit!

Wasim Akram is very well aware that this vxctory would have been
very difficult to come by had Sachin not been run out in an unfortunate
manner.

A true sportsman should have withdrawn his appeal considering that
both the players were not at fault.

The television replays clearly showed that Sachin had grounded his
bat in the crease before he collided with Shoiab.

Has the game lost all its true sportsman spirit?

Sameer
Ruwi

Letters, signed with full name, address and telephone number, may be sent by mail (Timg¢s of Oman, P.O. Box 770,

RE:

112, Ruwi), by fax (7713153) or by e-mail (times@gto.net.om)

G7 spots problems,
avoids solutions

By Alan Wheatley

THE Group of Seven has con-
fronted the need to correct the
imbalances weighing on the world
economy but its weekend talks

- have merely exposed ‘a long-

standing rift between Europe and
the United States on the solutions
to adopt.

Policy shifts from meetings of

finance ministers of the seven -

leading industrial nations are the
exception rather than the rule, and
Saturday’s talks in Bonn did at
least yield agreement to step up
supervision of the world financial
system.

Ministers, moreover, were
able to_ take comfort from signs
that Asia is stabilising and that
prompt interest rate cuts have put
a floor under jittery financial mar-
kets. But on what they identified

- as the biggest threat to sustained

growth of output and jobs —
-America’s ballooning trade deficit
— the debate seemed at times to
sink to the level of petty point-
scoring. US Treasury Secretary
Robert Rubin said graphs showed
that the increase in America’s cur-
rent account deficit, the broadest
measure of trade, from 1996 to
1998 mirrored a rise in east Asia’s
surplus over the same period.

But Europe’s surplus contin-
ued to swell because it was simply
not growing fast enough to absorb
more imports from the recéssion-
hit region, he said.

“There was a broad-based
recognition that Europe needed to
move forward to promote a higher
rate of domestic demand-led
growth,” Rubin told reporters.

“On the question of how, we
had a lot of discussion.” Indeed.
Turning the tables on Rubin,
French Finance Minister
Dominique Strauss-Kahn blamed
the huge US surplus on its poor
savings rate, which he said was at
its lowest level since 1933. .

“If it had a higher savings rate,
America would be draining less of
Europe’s and Japan’s savings,
which is having a dampening
effect on their economies,”
Strauss-Kahn said.

As:for burden-sharing; ‘Bank
of France Governor Jean-Claude
Trichet calculated that the cost of
money in the 11 countries of the
euro zone had fallen 25 per cent in
relative terms in the run-up to the
launch of the euro on January 1

_ whereas the 0.75 point cut in US

rates amounted to a 14 per cent
reduction.

“There were two different
approaches...the classic debate,”
Trichet summed up.

In reality, domestic demand is
already taking more of the strain
in Europe and economists say the
euro zone’s surplus is largely a

- statistical mirage. Equally, the US

savings rate is not as sickly as it
seems because of the way capital
gains from Wall Street’s. record-
beating run are calculated.
Nevertheless, if there was a -
winner from Saturday’s talks it
was Rubin: the key section of the
G7 communique contained three
references to his mantra of the
need for domestically based
growth in general and in the euro
zone and Japan in particular.
Rubin also got his way on
exchange rates, swatting aside
dreams harboured by France,
Germany and Japan for a new sys-
tem that would somehow tame
unruly currency markets.
Ministers, perhaps surprising-
ly, said they spent little time dis-
cussing the current constellation
of exchange rates even though
lurches in the yen in recent weeks

“and months have served to under-

score concern about the instability
of currency markets.

“I can safely say that the yen’s
movements were not discussed at
all,” Bank of Japan Governor
Masaru Hayami said.

A senior German official said
the euro’s fall to a record low
against the dollar was not a matter
of  concern either. But
Bundesbank president Hans
Tietmeyer said the inflation-con-
scious European Central Bank
was not completely indifferent to
the euro’s exchange rate, even
though the small share of trade in
Euroland output makes it less vul-
nerable to imported inflation.

Fe'bruary 1984

College of Britain.

eign experts.

Seminar on management

MUSCAT — The need for advanced management training for
Omanis to prepare them for senior positions was the main topic at a
two-day seminar on “The Special Problems of Management
Development in the Gulf”, organised by the Oman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, in association with Ashridge Management

The Honorary Secretary of the Chamber, Aflah Hamad Al
Rawahy, formally inaugurated the seminar and underline the OCCI’s
efforts in developing local skills with a view to achieving self-
reliance in the management field.

The Deputy Principal of Ashridge College, William Bradie said
that with proper guidance and further training, Omanis could occupy
senior management positions and thus reduce the dependence on for-
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Bahrain
records
$16.6m
trade
deficit

MANAMA — Bahrain recorded
a 6.3 million dinar ($16.6 mil-
lion) trade deficit in the first nine
months of 1998 because of low
oil prices, reversing a healthy
surplus, the central bank said
yesterday.

The Bahrain Monetary
Agency (BMA) said total exports
fell to 943.8 million dinars
($2.48 billion) and imports stood
at 950.1 million dinars ($2.5 bil-
lion).

Over the same period of
-1997, Bahrain recorded a trade
surplus of 93.2 million dinars
($245.26 million) on exports of
'1.21 billion dinars ($3.17 bil-
lion).

The main cause of the reverse
was the collapse of oil prices.

Total oil exports in the first
. nine months of last year stood at
498.9 million dinars ($1.312 bil-
lion), down from 759.7 million
dinars ($1.999 billion) during the
same period in 1997, the BMA
said. Bahrain became in 1932 the
first Gulf Arab state to produce
.oil but its reserves have since
-almost dried up and its output is
all for domestic use.

But it receives 140,000 bar-

rels per day (bpd) from an off-
- -shore field shared with neigh-
bouring Saudi Arabia, from
whom it imports some 200,000
bpd of crude oil to refine for
export.

Most of the petroleum exports
20 to Asia or other Gulf states.
Apart from diesel, the main prod-
ucts are naphtha, gasoline, jet
fuel and liquefied petroleum gas.

VSNL
announces
satellite
phone tie-up

BOMBAY — India’s state-
owned international telecommu-
nications carrier announced yes-
terday a tie-up to provide satellite
telephone services for the domes-
tic market.

“We will be exclusively pro-
viding in India the services of
ICO Global Communications,
when it is globally launched next
year,” Amitabh Kumar, chairman
and managing director of Videsh
Sanchar Nigam Ltd (VSNL), told
reporters.
©  VSNL is one of the 40 strate-
gic investors along with British
Telecom and Australia’s Telstra
in the Britain-based ICO Global
‘Communications which has so
far collected funding worth three
billion dollars.

Kumar said VSNL and ICO
Global Communications would
shortly launch a joint venture
company to provide the service
here.

Bishnu Pradhan, general man-
ager of ICO in India, said the
satellite phone handsets would
cost between $700 and 1,000,
while the calls could cost a maxi-
mum of three dollars a minute.

“Our pricing will be much
lower than the competition as our
capital costs are much lower.
Prices will fall further, in line
with competition, business vol-
umes and subscriber base,” he
said. Pradhan said ICO was
working with New Delhi’s
Department of Telecommunic-
ations to set up satellite phone
services in rural India.

“India has 300,000 villages
without telephones. We are work-
ing out an arrangement whereby
rural customers will continue to
pay the same price as now, for a
satellite phone call. Our phones
in the rural areas can be powered
by solar power and this will
sharply reduce capital costs,” he
said.

Pradhan said ICO’s main
competition would be with the
recently launched Iridium satel-
lite phone network and the to-be-
launched Globalstar
Communications.

Chinese domestic
markets may
face glut

BEIJING — China’s domestic
markets face a potential glut in
the first half of 1999, with supply
predicted to increase a further 38
per cent over the second half of
last year, official media said yes-
terday.

“Among 605 major commodi-
ties... more than 72 per cent of
the total surveyed, or 437 items,
will present a supply over market
demand,” Guo Shouzhong, an
official with the State
Administration of Internal Trade
(SAIT), told the China Daily.

“This oversupply is 38.4 per-
cent superior to that of the sec-
ond half of last year,” he added.

— AFP, Reuters

Dr Victor Nabhan, consultant, and Sherif Saadallah, director of Cooperation for Development Bureau for A
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rab countries, WIPO, Geneva, at the opening session in Muscat yesterday of the World

Intellectual Property Organisation Arab Regional Symposium on the Economic Importance of InteHectual Property Rights. Right, delegates of participating countries at the conference.

Oman’s copyright steps
to boost creativity,
innovation: Magbool

By Nasser Al Harthy

MUSCAT — Oman pays special
attention to the protection of
copyright and intellectual proper-
ty to encourage innovation, arts,
trade and investment, Magbool
bin Ali Sultan, minister of com-
merce and industry, said yester-
day.

He noted that Oman’s commit-
ment to property rights reflected
its belief that these rights would
encourage creativity, remove
obstacles to the transfer of tech-
nology, enrich literature and arts
and contribute to the promotion of
trade and investment.

His Highness Sayyid Faisal
bin Ali Al Said, minister of
national heritage and culture,
presided over the opening of the
three-day forum, which is organ-
ised by the Geneva-based World
Intellectual Property Organisation
(WIPO) in co-operation with the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry.

The regional meet, which was
held at Hyatt Regency, has attract-
ed delegations from 17 Arab
states including AGCC.

During the last two years, the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry organised three seminars
on the subject in cooperation with
WIPO aimed at increasing aware-
ness of the provisions of the
agreement on trade related intel-
lectual property rights, he said.

He added that Oman had an
excellent and progressive record
in the field of intellectual property
rights. It has issued over the past
few years a number of legislation
such as the Trade Mark Law, the
Unified Gulf Law for invention
certificate and copyright law with
the aim of protecting intellectual
property rights.

An outstanding step is Oman’s
joining the Paris Agreement for
the Protection of Industrial
Property and Bern Agreement for
the Protection of Arts Articles, he
said, adding that the actual imple-
mentation of these laws has begun
to which the private sector gave a
positive understanding and sup-

rt.

Sherif Saadallah, director of
cooperation for development
bureau for Arab countries, WIPO,
defined intellectual property as a
legal right, enacted in law, result-
ing from intellectual activity in
the industrial, scientific, literary
or artistic fields.

He said that the last few years
had seen a number of legal, eco-
nomic, commercial and social
activities around the world aimed
at protecting and promoting intel-
lectual property rights.

States protect intellectual

property rights for two reasons:
protecting moral and legal rights
of authors and encouraging inno-
vation, he said.

The important features of
intellectual  property  rights
include, encouraging scientific
and technology innovations, new
ideas have become significant for
continued economic develop-
ment, investment and foreign cap-
ital, he added.

He also said that these rights
cover cultural, social, economic
and technological progress and
that they have become an impor-
tant factor in international trade.
He added that WIPO is.cooperat-
ing with all Arab countries in cre-
ating modern systems of intellec-
tual property protection in terms
of providing legal advice and
technical assistance to member
countries. After the opening ses-
sion Sayyid Faisal said the choice
of the Sultanate as a venue for the
forum reflected the country’s
importance and its commitment to
intellectual property rights.

Magbool noted that intellectu-
al property laws were a funda-
mental condition for membership
to the World Trade Organisation
(WTO).

On Oman’s application to join
the WTO, he said that over the
past year discussions on the sub-
ject have been positive and
encouraging. He added that the
Omani negotiating team would be
meeting again at the end of next
March and hoped that the
Sultanate would be able to join
the organisation before the end of
this year.

Later Saadallah told the press
that all the Arab member coun-
tries of WTO or those in the
process of joining it are commit-
ted politically into changing the
intellectual property laws and to
come in line with the obligations
under the TRIPS agreement.

WIPO is at present assisting
them in amending the laws and at
the same time in helping them to
enforce these laws and there is an
express political will to put them
in line with international obliga-
tions, he said.

He added that Oman has for a
number of years been cooperating
with WIPO to amend the property
laws and is in constant consulta-
tions with the organisation con-
cerning the implementation, revi-
sion of the laws and also the
preparation of implementing the
regulations.

“We are very encouraged by
the attitude and position of the
Omani government on this”, he
said.

On people who live off pirated
items he said that unfortunately a

lot of people are using and eco-
nomically exploiting copies of
works and there is no way of help-
ing them. He added that in some
countries they have a short grace
period to enable them to change
the kind of activities they are
undertaking.

All these activities are punish-
able by law and there are particu-
lar sanctions in the law and today
the government here in Oman is
taking all possible measures to
enforce that law fully, he pointed
out.

“I think one of the things we
have to take into consideration is
that adopting a new law: brings in
new concepts and new ideas. I
think it is very difficult to bring in
a new law and force it on the peo-
ple without having enough time to
understand it and enough time to
adapt to it”, he said.

He added that this is the
process under way in Oman right
now and the government is in the
process of building the awareness
of the importance of the law. At
the same time, it is trying to give
an equal chance to everybody in
order to change their activities
related to those pirated works in
the field of copyright or computer
programmes.

On the benefits to be gained
by enforcing these laws,
Saadallah explained that one of
the basic benefits for developing
countries in having strong sys-
tems of protection of intellectual
property is that it will be easier to
receive modern technology.

Experience has shown that a
lot of countries that own new and
modern technologies are not will-
ing to transfer them to countries
where there is no strong intellec-
tual property system.

“When you have strong intel-
lectual systems in a country like
Oman, there could be a lot of ven-
ues for joint ventures from com-
panies and a lot of direct foreign
investment in the country. It is one
of the prerequisites for activities
in the field of transfer of technol-
ogy”, he said.

As for difficulties facing the
implementation of the intellectual
property law, he said it was a big
challenge today even for industri-
alised countries.

He noted that with the
advancement of technology those
who are making copies are also
advancing quickly and that there
is a need to double efforts in the
field of enforcing the laws and a
political will to act against it.
Besides, particular training in the
field of identification of such
copies that could be provided by
WIPO and other organisations is
crucial.

— Photos by Rudolfo Alfonso

Indonesia bank
liquidation

to lay off
25,000 jobs

JAKARTA — Some 25,000
Indonesian bank employees risk
losing their jobs as a result of
government plans to shut down
unviable institutions, a report said
here yesterday.

The figure was mentioned by
Manpower Minister Fahmi Idris,
who said in Bogor on Saturday
that banks at the risk of closure
should discuss possible job alter-
natives with their employees, the
Kompas daily said.

The government has said that
it will on February 27 issue a list
of the banks to be closed if they
failed to meet minimum capital
adequacy ratio requirements of
minus 25 per cent.

The chairman of the
Association of Workers in the

- Commercial Bank and Insurance

Sector, Bomer Pasaribu, was also
quoted by Kompas as saying his
organisation was currently
pushing for the setting up of tri-
partite institutions involving the
government, entrepreneurs and
workers. i

“The tripartite institutions to
be set up soon, will discuss the
various alternative to overcome
the problem of the lay off of some
25,000 employees of banks that
will be closed down,” Pasaribu
said.

He said his organisation sug-
gested the merger of affected
banks, a possible union with
stronger banks and a comprehen-
siye severance package for
employees at the risk of losing
their jobs. — AFP

Olivetti bid for
Telecom gets
frosty welcome

MILAN — Olivetti’s audacious
$58 billion bid for its bigger rival
Telecom Italia got a cool recep-
tion on the Milan bourse yester-
day on fears it may spark one
of Europe’s biggest takeover bat-
tles. Telecom Italia looked poised
to go all out to fight the hostile bid
announced at the weekend and
called a board meeting for
Thursday. Olivetti responded by
calling a pre-emptive meeting for
tomorrow.

“This is a cheap bid and
Olivetti will have to raise it if they
have any hope of getting their
hands on Telecom,” said Paolo
Perrella, equity analyst at ABN
Amro in Milan.

“The real issue is who else will
be able to counter-bid given that
foreigners could be opposed by
the government”.

Prime Minister Massimo
D’Alema said yesterday the gov-
ernment did not want Telecom
Italia to fall under foreign control
but would remain neutral for
now. But he declined to say
whether the treasury would use its
golden share in the former state
monopoly — privatised in 1997
— to block the deal.

“It is natural for our interest to
be that this great company should
not be dismembered or fall under
the control of foreign interests,”
D’Alema told a weekly news
briefing.

On the Milan bourse investors
took fright at the towering debt
pile Olivetti would have to amass
to capture its five-times larger
competitor after the Ivrea-based
group said it would seek a capital
increase to help finance the deal.

Olivetti shares fell over six per
cent before steadying 5.13 per
cent down at 3.05 euros after an
initial bounce.

Shares in Telecom Italia and
its unit Telecom Italia Mobile
were suspended for pushing
through the 10 per cent limit up on
the Milan bourse before retrading
8.05 per cent up and 4.29 per cent
up respectively.

“This is an audacious bid and
given Telecom’s discount to its
peers the price seems cheap,” said
Robert Grindle, European tele-
coms analyst at HSBC Securities.
“I’d be surprised if Telecom Italia
does not put up a big fight”.

Olivetti announced the 10 euro
per share cash, bond and share bid
for Telecom Italia on Saturday
and delivered a veiled warning
that the former state monopoly
could fall into foreign hands
unless it was accepted.

Telecom Italia lashed back,
griping that the bid was riddled
with holes and worked furiously
over the weekend drawing up bat-
tle lines for what is shaping up to
be one of Europe’s biggest corpo-
rate takeover fights. — Reuters

HK ‘must
reform
fiscal
system’

HONG KONG — Hong Kong’s
government should reform its
fiscal system and reduce its
dependence on revenues from
the property sector as its budget
slides into the red amid reces-
sion, a bank said yesterday.

After many years of fiscal -
surpluses, the territory is expect-
ed to end up with a budget deficit
of HK$40 billion ($5.2 billion)
in the 1998-99 fiscal year, the
Bank of East Asia said in an
analysis.

It blamed the deficit on the
recession, which has reduced the
government’s revenue base.

“On the surface of it, the situ-
ation may appear grim,” it said.
“However, we believe that the
situation provides an opportunity
for (Hong Kong) to reform its
fiscal system.

“In the near-term, the govern-
ment can buy time, thanks to its
healthy reserves and other assets.
In the long-term, it must do
more, making it less dependent
on the property sector,” the
report said.

The property sector is a major
player in the Hong Kong econo-
my. The sector is trying to
emerge from a deep slump,
which saw property values
slump by up to 50 per cent from
their peak in mid-1997. Bank of
East Asia warned of potential
long-term consequences for g