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DESTRUCTION: The view of the interior carriage of é train which caught fire yesterday showing
bodies piled up together at the far end, where they had apparently tried to escape. — Reuters

AL AYATT (Egypt) — Some
373 people died yesterday when
fire engulfed a night train packed
with Egyptians heading south
from Cairo for the year’s biggest
Muslim holiday, a senior official
said. Most of the people who
died in the worst rail disaster in
Egyptian history were burned to
death as they tried to escape
through jammed doors and
barred windows, while the rest
were killed after jumping from
the moving train.

Prime Minister Atef Ebeid
told reporters at the scene that
portable stoves used by passen-
gers to heat food on the long trip
south set off the blaze, which
gutted seven of the 16 carriages
of the train.

However, several survivors
interviewed by AFP said they
saw nobody using the stoves
because the carriages were too
crowded to set them up.

The - blaze broke out at
2:00am in the rear part of the
train, but it was several miles
before it was brought to a halt
near Al Ayatt, 45 miles south of

HM condoles
with Mubarak

MUSCAT — His
Majesty Sultan Qaboos
bin Said has sent a cable
of condolences to
President Mohammed
Hosni Mubarak of
Egypt on the death of
people in the train
tragedy.

_ In his cable, His
Majesty expressed his
sincere condolences and
sympathy to the
Egyptian president,
people and the families
of the bereaved, praying
to God to rest the
departed souls in eternal
peace. — ONA

the capital.

Police praised the driver for
separating the burning carriages
from the rest of the train, saying

it had saved hundreds more
lives. Those who were trapped
died in what General Ali Abdel
Aal, head of the rescue opera-
tions, likened to a “burning
prison”. Rabia Al Metenawi, a
senior municipal official in the
town of Al Ayatt, gave what he
called a final toll of 373 people
killed.

Well over 100 bodies, most
of them charred, were laid out by
the side of the tracks, as fire-

fighters searched the carriages

for more victims and retrieved
those who had jumped for their
lives from further up the line.

An AFP reporter saw many
small charred figures, which
may have been children.

The acrid odor of burned
flesh hung in the air. Fire offi-
cials said 54 people were injured
in the accident. Train number
832 from Cairo to Aswan, 480
miles to the south, was packed
with Egyptians heading home for
the Eid Al Adha holiday, which
celebrates the Haj to Makkah in
Saudi Arabia.

® Continued on Page 4

Millions
begin
pilgrimage

MAKKAH — Millions of
Muslims from around the world
flowed into the Mina valley out-
side this holy city yesterday as
the annual Haj pilgrimage began
in earnest.

“Here I am, Allah, answering
your call,” they chanted, making
the trek in one of 20,000 buses,
in private cars or on foot, retrac-
ing Prophet Muhammad’s
(peace be upon him) steps from
Makkah to Mina. The official
Saudi news agency SPA said the
mass movement toward Mina,
an uninhabited valley circled by
arid mountains, was taking place
without incident. Some pilgrims
were riding on bus roofs while
traffic jammed the 16 highways

FM English Service to
broadcast Haj live
from Arafat at 3pm

linking Makkah with Mina. -

As midday shade tempera-
tures hit 33 degrees Celsius (91
Fahrenheit), many on foot car-
ried white umbrellas to shield
themselves from the heat.
Others sought respite in the war-
ren of tunnels leading to Mina.
Enormous signs lining the roads
urged pilgrims to avoid bottle-
necks, also informing them they
were forbidden to sleep outside
the camp area, especially on
pavements or bridges.

Pilgrims spend the night
under 44,000 fire-proof tents in
a campsite with space for 1.5
million people, including 60,000
toilets, hundreds of telephone
boxes, running water and elec-

tricity.

In line with tradition, the
Custodian of Two Holy
Mosques King Fahd bin

Abdulaziz Al Saud of Saudi
Arabia who maintains a palace
in Mina, and Crown Prince
Abdullah bin Abdulaziz were to
travel to the valley to supervise
the arrangements, newspapers
reported. — AFP

THE editorial offices of the
Times of Oman will remain
closed from February 21 to 24
on account of Eid Al Adha hol-
idays. Therefore, the next edi-
tion of the paper will appear
on February 26. — Editor

Al Harthy, Qatabi,
Badr, Ma’awali
oreet His Majesty

MUSCAT — His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin Said has
received a cable of greetings from Sheikh Hamoud bin
Abdullah Al Harthy, president of the Council of State, on
the blessed Eid Al Adha.

In his cable, Al Harthy extended in his name and on
behalf of the council’s personnel, heartfelt greetings and
best wishes to His Majesty the Sultan.

He prayed to God to bestow His graces upon His
Majesty.

® HIS Majesty the Sultan has also received a cable of
greetings from Sheikh Abdullah bin Ali Al Qatabi, presi-
dent of Majlis Al Shura.

Qatabi extended his own greetings and best wishes
and thoe of the Majlis members and the secretariat-gen-
eral personnel to His Majesty on the happy occasion.

He concluded his cable by praying to God to grant
His Majesty happiness, good health and a long life.

® HIS Majesty the Sultan, supreme commander of
the armed forces, has also received a cable of greetings
from Sayyid Badr bin Saud bin Hareb Al Busaidi, minis-
ter responsible for defence affairs, on Eid Al Adha.

Sayyid Badr extended his own greetings and those
of the Sultan’s Armed Forces, the Firq forces and
Ministry of Defence staff, wishing His Majesty a
happy life and the Sultanate continuous security and
peace.

® HIS Majesty the Sultan, supreme commander of
the Royal Oman Police, has also received a cable of
greetings from Lt-General Hilal bin Khalid Al Ma’awali,
inspector-general of police and customs, on Eid Al
Adha. — ONA4

The chairman and editor-in-chief and the staff of the Times of
Oman wish His Majesty the Sultan a very happy Eid Al Adha

9 Palestinian
cops killed in
Israel clashes

NABLUS (West Bank) — At
least nine Palestinian policemen
were killed in clashes yesterday
with Israeli tanks in Nablus on
the West Bank, while helicopter
gunships fired six missiles near
where Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat has been confined,
Palestinian security sources
said.

A top aide to Arafat said the
Palestinian leadership yesterday
called for an emergency session
of the UN Security Council to
address the massive surge in the
conflict with Israel.

Israeli tanks bombarded
Palestinian  checkpoints  at
the  entrances of Nablus on
the eastern and southern bor-
ders, Kkilling the nine police-
men, Palestinian  security
sources said, updating an earlier
toll.

Unlts sold in 2001

Need we say more ?
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Prayer Timings
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Humidity ..

~ Sunrise (tomorrow)
SALALAH
Maximum ...... LGS

Sunrise ((omorrow) .................. 6.46am

CRUDE PRICES ?

MUSCAT — Oil prices per ba‘rrel in the
world markets yesterday:

Type Delivery Price

Oman Crude April $19.44
Dubai Crude April $19.00
Merban Crude April $20.27
Arabian Light April $19.67
Arabian Heavy April $18.82
North Sea Brent April $20.25

W. Texas Int. (Cushion) March $20.74

7 dead in Romania
train accident

BUCHAREST — At least
seven people died and eight
were seriously injured yester-
day when a train hit a coach on
a level crossing in eastern
Romania, a local railway offi-
cial said. — AFP
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Sayyid Badr is back from India

BACK HOME: Sayyid Badr bin Saud bin Hareb Al Busaidi returning home from India.

MUSCAT — Sayyid Badr bin
Saud bin Hareb Al Busaidi, min-
ister responsible for defence
affairs, and his accompanying
military delegation returned
home from India after taking
part in the second defence exhi-

bition for land and naval sys-
tems in New Delhi. Sayyid Badr
discussed with his Indian coun-
terpart aspects of the existing
cooperation between the two
countries’ ministries of defence
and issues of common interest.

He was received on arrival
by Mohammed bin Nassir Al
Rasibi, undersecretary of the
Ministry of Defence, the Indian
ambassador to the Sultanate and
senior Sultan’s Armed Forces
officers. — ONA

OCCI discusses bank issues

MEETING: The OCCI’s economic committee members at the meeting.

MUSCAT — The Economic Committee of the
Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(OCCI) held its first meeting of the year 2002
yesterday under the chairmanship of Jameel bin
Ali Sultan, OCCI vice-president.

The committee approved the

for the proposed topics for discussion this year.
It focused on topics including bank interests,
commercial banks issues, fees and taxes imposed
on the private sector and the incentives to be
given to industrial companies which intend to

merge.

The committee emphasised the necessity to

facilitate its role by establishing effective mecha-
nism to follow up and implement the recommen-
dations and decisions it reaches in collaboration
with the public and private sectors. It also called

for addition to seeking to benefit from the expert-

programme

ise of the public and private sector.

The committee also stressed the importance of
transparency in the committee’s discussions and
enabling those interested to fallow them through
the media has been discussed via media means.
The meeting also touched on other topics related

to national economy, including ways of achieving

economic growth in the country. — ONA

MUSCAT — Sheikh
Mohammed bin Abdullah bin
Zahir Al Hinai, minister of jus-
tice, presided over the conclu-
sion of the seventh annual light
arms firing competition for
2002, organised by the Sultan’s
Armed Forces Chief of Staff
(COSSAF) office.

The purpose of the annual
competition is to upgrade the
skills of SAF officers, NOCs
and soldiers in handling light
arms and to help select quali-
fied marksmen to join national
shooting teams.

Participants in the competi-
tion included teams represent-
ing COSSAF office, Royal
Army of Oman (RAFO), Royal
Navy of Oman (RNO), Royal
Guard of Oman (RGO), Royal
Oman Police (ROP) and
Ministry of Defence Engineer-
ing Service (Modes).

The chief guest and senior
commanders listened to a brief
presented by the international
shooting unit commander on
the events and results of the
competition. The minister also
attended the final stage of the
falling plate competition in
which shooters displayed skil-
ful performance in their quest
to win His Majesty the Sultan’s
medal which is awarded annu-
ally to the best rifle and pistol
shooters in addition to other
prizes.

In the rifle firing for the
individuals, Sergeant Ali bin
Mubarak Al Khatri, from RAO
won the first position and
received His Majesty the
Sultan’s medal for the best rifle
shooters and warrant officer
Said bin Musallam Al Hamr,
from RAO also won the first
position in the pistol firing
competition and was awarded
His Majesty the Sultan’s medal
for the best pistol shootes.

In other competitions,
Corporal Hamad bin
Mohammed Al Hinai, from
RAO, came first in the rifle fir-
ing at the individual level for

WELL DONE: Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdullah bin Zahir Al

Hinai, minister of justice, giving a trophy to a winner of the firing

competition.

reserves and warrant officer
Hamad bin Saif Al Barashdi,
from ROP, won the pistol
shooting at the same level.

Captain Sulaiman bin Said
Al Kalbani, from RAO, won
the officers pistol shooting
competition and at the rifle fir-
ing team level competition, the
first position went to RAO
team. RAO team also won the
pistol shooting competition, as
well as the falling plate compe-
tition for both officers and sol-
diers.

He praised the considerable
development witnessed by SAF
in various fields and the great
care being accorded by His
Majesty the Sultan to the armed
forces in all aspects and partic-
ularly shooting activities.

The event was attended by
Lieutenant-General Hilal bin
Khalid Al Ma’awali, inspector-
general of police and customs;
Lieutenant-General Khamis bin
Humaid Al Kalbani, chief of
staff of the Sultan’s Armed

Forces and president of the
Omani Shooting Union; Major-
General Ahmed bin Harith Al
Nabhani, commander of the
Royal Army of Oman; Air Vice-
Marshal Mohammed bin
Mahfoudh Al Ardhi, command-
er of the Royal Air Force of
Oman; Rear Admiral Sayyid
Shihab bin Tariq Al Said, RNO
commander; Major-General
Mohammed bin Abdullah Al
Riyami, assistant inspector gen-
eral of police and customs for
operations; Abdullah bin Saleh
Al Yarubi, deputy president of
the General Organisation for
Youth, Sports and Cultural
activities; and Sheikh Fahd bin
Majid Al Ma’amari, vice-presi-
dent of Majlis Al Shura.

The event was also attended
by senior officers from SAF,
RGO, ROP and other security
apparatuses, military attaches
of brotherly and friendly coun-
tries, officers, NCOs and sol-
diers from SAF, RGO, ROP and
Modes. — ONA

blood on the occasion of Eid.

APPEAL: The Ministry of Health appeals volunteers to donate

BLAZE: Fire fighting personnel putting out a blaze that broke out on top of a two-storey building near
Stars Cinema area yesterday evening. No one was hurt in this fire which seemed to be centered in a
semi-storehouse atop this building. — Photo by Rodolfo Alfonso
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Special Package
One night - RO20/-
Two nights - RO38/-

Three nights - RO50/-

Agreement signed to recruit
overseas English teachers

PACT: Juma bin Ali bin Juma and International Education and Training Services Company board
chairman signing the agreement.

MUSCAT — The Sultanate’s
government yesterday signed an
agreement with the International
Education and Training Services
Company to provide English
language teaching staff to the
Muscat  Higher  Technical
College and technical colleges
in Musana’ah, Ibri, Nizwa and

. Salalah.

The agreement was signed
by Juma bin Ali bin Juma, min-

ister of manpower and by the
board chairman of the contract
executing company. Dr Munir
bin Mohammed Al Maskari,
undersecretary for vocational
training attended the signing
ceremony.

The one-year agreement
allows the recruiting of overseas
lecturers and will serve the pur-
pose of strengthening the col-
leges’ training and teaching staff

to meet the rise in the intake
capacity.

Around 850 students were
enrolled for various courses in
the colleges in the second
semester of the current year. The
signing of the agreement also
translates the government’s
keenness to boost technical and
vocational training to meet the
Omani labour market require-
ments. — ONA

PRIZE DISTRIBUTION: Sheikh Gusn Al Abri, wali of Al Qabi,
giving away prizes and certificates to the winning schools and stu-
dents. North Al Sharqiya’s health services yesterday organised a
ceremony to honour the winners of the competition on “The Facts

for Life Book 2000-2001”.

Dance debut today

By A Staff Reporters

MUSCAT — Sruthy R.
Bhadran, a young dancer, is
staging her arangettam today.

Sruthy’s classical dance
programme, named Pranaa-
mam, will be held at the Sree
Krishna temple hall, Darsait,
from 8pm. She will be present-
ing Bharatanatyam, Kuchippidi
and Mohiniyattam.

Sruthy, who has been learn-
ing dance for the past six years,
has won many prizes in local
dance competitions.

The young dancer has been
the first prize winner in
Bharatanatyam for the last five
consecutive years in the annual
cultural competitions organised
by the Malayalam wing of the
Indian Social Club.

In the recent Keralotsavam,
organised by the Kerala wing
of the ISC, she participated in
nine and won as many prizes,
including first prizes in eight

categories.
In another event, Sea Pearls
dancemania.com — an open

dance competition organised by
the ISC — Sruthy’s group
stood first among 33 groups,

SRUTHY: Talented

which is proof to the fact that
she is not just a solo dance
artiste but one capable of group
work also.

Sruthy, a seventh standard
student of Indian School
Darsait, is also good at her
studies. She has been winning a
number of prizes in the school
for both music and dance. She
was selected for the Best
Dancer Award for 2001-2002
from the school.

‘Omani

novelist wins
third prize

MUSCAT — Mohammed bin
Saif Al Rahbi, an Omani novel-
ist, has won the third prize at
the fifth Arab literary creativity
competition in the field of
novel writing organised in
Sharjah recently.

Oman newspaper said yes-
terday that Al Rahbi, the first-
ever Omani writer to win a
prize in that competition,
received the third prize for his
novel Rihlat Abu-Zaid Al
Omani (The journey of Abu
Zaid the Omani).

The first and second prizes
went to Iraqi and Saudi writers
respectively. More than 480
poets, short story writers and
novelists participated in the
competition. — ONA

Rainfall
in many
wilayats

MUSCAT — Moderate to light
rains fell in a number of the
Sultanate’s regions and wilay-
ats yesterday morning.

Light rains fell in the wilay-
at of Barka (Azaiba district),
wilayats of Seeb, Manah,
Suwaiq, Musann’a, Barka, Ibri,
Bahla and Diba. The wilayat of
Khasab received moderate rain
which caused wadis to flow.

— ONA
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AL SHARQ HALL
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Zakher Shopping Mall,
Al Khuwair.
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® The 12TH Annual Day of
Indian School Wadi Kabir at
7.15pm today. Abdullah bin
Saif Al Mahroqi, wali of
Muttrah, will be the chief

guest.
® [ecture by Bhoopathy,
physiotherapist, on

‘Physiotherapy after Open
Heart Surgery’, at 8am, at Al
Amal Medical Centre Hall,
today. Information on
686298/685052 .

® [ ecture by Dr K.M. Johny,
general practitioner, on ‘The
illness I had’, at 8am, at Al
Amal Medical Centre Hall,
on February 28. Information
on 686298/685052.

® Oman-Japan joint neuro-
surgery conference from
March 6 to 9; inauguration at
Hotel Crowne Plaza on
March 6 at 6.30pm and scien-
tific activities at Institute of
Health Sciences, Wattayah,
on March 7 and 8, and a live
demo at Khoula Hospital on
March 9.

® Workshop on ‘Selling
Skills’, organised by Ideas
Management Consultants,
from March 16-19.
Information on
798881/787349.

® Workshop on ‘Public
Relations’, organised by
Ideas Management
Consultants, on March 30 &
31. Information on
798881/787349.

® Trainex 2002, technical
training and vocational edu-
cation exhibition, from April
15 to 17.

® Ghedex 2002, Gulf higher
education exhibition, from
April 15 to 17.

® Conference on human
resources development at
Hotel Crowne Plaza on April
16 and 17.

® Comex 2002, IT and
telecommunications exhibi-
tion, in April 2002.

07:00  Opening, The Holy
Quran, Preview of
Morning Programmes
and Weather Forecast,
Pharmacies on Duty.

07:15  Good Morning Oman

07:30  News Bulletin — Good
Morning Oman

09:00 Headlines

09:02 Good Morning Oman

10:00  Good Morning Oman

11:00 News Highlights

11:05  Weekend Show

12:00  Preview of Afternoon
Programmes and News
Headlines. Wheather
Forecast and Pharmacies
on Duty. Noon Time Azan
Al Dhuhr

12:03  Childhood in Islam

12:15  On the Internet

12:30  Arab Islamic
Encyclopaedia

01:00 News Headlines +
Weather Forecast

01:05 Jazz Beat

02:00 Down Memory Lane

02:30 News Bulletin

02:45  Opportunity Knocks

02:58  Weather Forecast and TV

Programmes

03:00  Preview of Evening
Programmes

03:02  Classical Music/Azaan
Al Asr

04:00 Local News Bulletin +
Weather Forecast

04:05  Afro Latino Beat

05:00 Rhthm ‘N’ Blues/Azan
Al Maghrib

06:02  Chosen Ones

06:30 News Bulletin

06:40  Weather Forecast and

- Pharmacies on Duty

06:45:  Going to the
Movies/Azan Al Isha

07:00 Evening Express

10:00 The Latest News Bulletin

10:15  Late Night Show with
Lakshmi

11:40 Name Summary, Preview
of Morning Programmes,
Pharmacies on Duty

11:45  The Holy Quran

12:00 Close Down, National
Anthem

WEATHER

Clear to partly cloudy
skies over northern
parts of the Sultanate
with chance of isolat-
ed rainshowers and
clear to partly cloudy
skies over the rest of

the Sultanate.

Winds: Over the Sultanate winds will
be northerly light to moderate ocassion-
ally fresh.

Sea State: Moderate to rough with a
maximum wave height of 2-3 metres
along coastal areas of Gulf of Oman and
slight with a maximum wave height of
1.25 metres rest of Oman coasts.
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Suwaiq 24
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Salalah JHeint JEaE
Qairoon Hairiti ....... 20
Al Halaniyat . ........ 27
Jabal Samhan ........ 23
Jabal Qamar ......... 22

Temperatures recorded in other
cities: Muscat 25, Abu Dhabi 24, Dubai
26, Sharjah 27, Ras Al Khaimah 28,
Doha 21, Manama 19, Riyadh 19,
Makkah 35, Madinah 22, Jeddah 29,
Kuwait 18, Sanaa 26, Aden 27, Mukalla
28, Baghdad 16, Beirut 18, Amman 16,
Damascus 17, Cairo 23, Tehran 08,
Karachi 29, Mumbai 28, Ankara 12,
Geneva 05, Brussels 09, Frankfurt 07,
Paris 11, London 11, New York 06,
Tokyo 03, Rome 12, Amsterdam 09.

Muscat Region
Night Duty
Al Waleed, Ruwi, Al Fursan Street,
Tel. 707746
Al Athaiba, Ruwi, Baldiya Street.
Tel. 7734560
Muscat Shatti Al Qurum, near Al
Araimi Mosque. Tel. 561942
Al Salam, Ma’abela Tel. 537331
Dhofar Regian
Night Duty
National, Al Salem Street, near traf-
fic signal Salalah. Tel. 291161

Movies in Town

Al Shatti Plaza
Film Information: Tel: 607360
Tele bookings: 692656
Plaza 1
From Hell (Suspense Thriller &
Horror)
3:30, 7:30, 9:45 & 11:55pm
* Cast: Johnny Depp and Heather
Graham
Censor Permit No: 43
Plaza 2
Atlantis The Lost Empire (Cartoon)
3:00, 4:30 & 6:00pm
Censor Permit No: 13
The Glass House (Thriller)
7:30, 9:30 & 11:30pm
Cast: Leelee Sobieski and Diane Lane
Censor Permit No: 35
Plaza 3
Two Moons and Olive (Arabic)
5:00 & 7:30pm
Cast: Asat Fada
Censor Permit No: 27
The Princess Diaries (Comedy)
3:00 & 10:00pm
Cast: Anne Hathaway and Julie
Andrews
Censor Permit No: 39
Al Nasr Cinema 1
Yeh Mohabbat Hai (Hindi)
3:30, 6:30 & 9:30pm
Cast: Rahul Bhatt, Aakanksha, Danny
and Shakti Kapoor
Censor Permit No: 53

From Eid Day (Friday 22nd)
Haan Maine Bhi Pyaar Kiya (Hindi)
1:00, 3:45, 6:45 & 9:45pm
Cast: Akshay Kumar, Abhishek
Bachchan and Karisma Kapoor
Censor Permit No: 51
Al Nasr 2
Film Information: 7731809/7731358

Film City
Today’s Release
Koi Mere Dil Se Poochhe,
C. P. No: 98
New Video Releases
Octopus, C. P. No: 148
Tere Liye, C. P. No: 3
Ghatak, C. P. No: 413
Vedham, C. P. No: 74
Rental

The Fast And The Furious,

C. P. No: 42
Beethoven’s 4th, C. P. No: 38
Star Cinema
Star Main
Praja (Mal.)

3:00, 6:00 & 9:30pm
Cast: Mohanlal, Biju Menon,
Aiswarya and Anupam Kher
Censor Permit No: 36
A special show on Friday at 12:00
noon
Star Mini 1
Brotherhood Of The Wolf (Eng.)
3:30, 6:30 & 9:30pm
Cast: Samuelle Bihan and Monica
Bellucci
Censor Permit No: 472
Star Mini 2
Evil Woman (Eng.)

3:30, 6:30 & 9:30pm
Cast: Jason Biggs, Steve Zahn and
Jack Black
Censor Permit No: 33
Star Mini 3
The Glass House (Eng.)
3:30, 6:30 & 9:30pm
Cast: Leelee Sobieski and Diane Lane
Censor Permit No: 35
Star Mini 4
From Hell (Eng.)

3:30, 6:30 & 9:30pm
Cast: Johnny Depp and Heather
Graham
Censor Permit No: 43
Visit us at www.starscinema.com
Golden Cinema
Cinema 1
Atlantis The Lost Empire (Eng.)
Walt Disney Film
3:30, 6:30 & 10:00pm
Censor Permit No: 27
Cinema 2
Pammal K. Sambandham (Tamil)
3:30, 6:30 & 10:00pm
Cast: Kamal Haasan, Simran and
Manasi
Censor Permit No: 47
Ruwi Cinema 1
Yeh Mohabbat Hai (Hindi)
3:00, 6:00 & 9:00pm
Cast: Rahul Bhatt, Aakanksha, Johnny
Lever and Shakti Kapoor
Censor Permit No: 53

Dancemania winners receive prizes

By A Staff Reporter

MUSCAT — The prize giving
ceremony conducted recently
crowned the conclusion of
dancemania.com (with Sea
pearls).

This totally filmi,
Bollywood-style dance compe-
tition, organised by the Indian
Social Club (ISC), had caught
the imagination of the dance-
crazy public here and seems to
have clearly outshone other
events of this season, so far. In
fact, on the entertainment
scene, no other event has man-
aged to draw such enthusiastic
participation and an equally
zealous crowd.

“While the participation to
the event was amazing, the
audience that thronged the
scene was mind boggling,”
enthused an elated Babu
Rajendran, the cultural secre-
tary, Indian Social Club (ISC)
who is credited to be the brain
behind this unique event.

On the prize-giving day,
even Indian Ambassador K. M.
Meena poured plaudits on
dancemania.com, noting that he
has not witnessed an event of
this magnitude, which also
managed to evoke such a great
response.

Sheikh Salim bin Said Al
Araimi, Galfar Group of
Companies board chairman,
and Poonam Meena, wife of
the Indian ambassador, Ajith
Kumar, the executive director
of Sea Pearls, agents for
Chemannur Jewellers were
present among other digni-
taries, host of parents and other
dance enthusiasts at the prize
giving ceremony, held at the
ISC multipurpose hall.

A giant TV screen proved to
be a blessing for those who
were unable to get into the hall,
and the TV screen at the ISC
premises also helped many
other outside viewers to have a
closer look at the event.

Dancers, both individuals
and groups, who were random-
ly selected from the partici-
pants did the last dance of the
event, which became the talk
of the town in a matter of days
from the time it took off, early
this month. Smoke and other
psychedelic lights added to the
glamour and glitz on the prize
giving day.

The competition saw partic-
ipants coming even from the
interior, Rajendran said. He
noted that some of them even
came not just for the eight-day

ALL SMILES: The winners with their prizes; below, Indian Ambassador K.M. Meena, ISC Chairman
Dr Satish Nambiar, left, and ISC Cultural Secretary Babu Rajendran, right, during the prize-presenta-

tion ceremony.

event, but even on the prize dis-
tribution day.

Arsha Subbi (individual five
to eight years), Divya Khatter
(individual nine to 13 years),
Natasha Nagpal (individual 14
years and above) in the individ-
ual category, Tharangam (group
5 to 13 years) and Fantabulous
Girls (group 14 years and
above) in the group category
were crowned the winners in
the different categories.

In the individual five to
eight years, Annanya Venkatesh
was the runner up, while
Madhuri Babu, Urvashi
Sharma, Karishma Manek,
Farhana Reza, Janhavi Vartak
were given consolation prizes.

In the individual nine to 13
years, Shruthi Nair was the run-
ner up, while Nivedhitha
Venkat, Annu Vishnu, Tejal
Sampat, Upasana Viswanathan,
Rishna Ravindran, Seetha
Kunhikannan and Jalormi
Vaishnay were awarded conso-
lation prizes.

In the 14 years and above,
Krupa M. Sampat was the run-
ner up; group S to 13 years,
Dholna was the runner up while
Bright Stars won the consola-
tion prize and in the group 14
years and above category,
Thundering Drizzlers was the
runner up.

All the participants would
be given certificates of partici-

pation by the organisers.
Rajendran noted that while
some have run away with the
prizes, it was important to
understand that participation
itself was a reward in such
events. “We are giving away
the certificates as a humble
thanks from our side,” he said,
adding that without them the
event would not have been a
success.

He also lavished praise on
their sponsors, Sea Pearls,
stressing that it was their sup-
port for the event and their con-
fidence that the competition
would be a great success that
prompted the organisers to go
all out for it.

For XS onl

Immigration to
Ganada o Australia « New Zealand

Krisko & Associates
Dubai based Immigration experts will be
visiting Crowne Plaza Hotel
on 21st & 22nd Fehruary 2002

Please contact 560100 for a free assessment

Tel: + 971 4 3319804, E-mail: krisko@emirates.net.ae
Fax: + 9714 3319805 P.O. Box 30378, Dubai, U.A.E.

| Celebrate the 2nd Day of Eid at

|
|
|
|
|
|

| the Sur Ballroom

Live entertainment
from 8pm onwards

per person

(Including Dinner)

Holiday Inn Muscat
For more information contact:

687123 ext. 8332

Strategy forum on
Omani woman

MUSCAT — The Ministry of Social Development will organise in
cooperation with the Unicef office, an advisory forum to prepare a
national strategy for the Omani woman. It will basically focus on
preparing an initial blueprint for the national strategy and will discuss
themes such as the woman and economy, health, education and train-
ing, the rural woman and the woman and social work. Experts from
various UN organisations will participate in the event. — ONA

From Eid Day Hindi Movie
Haan Maine Bhi Pyaar Kiya (Hindi)
Cast: Abhishek Bachchan and
Karisma Kapoor

Ruwi Cinema 2
Lord Of The Rings (Eng.)
12:00, 3:30, 7:00 & 10:30pm
Cast: Elijah Wood, Ian McKellen and
Cate Blanchett
Censor Permit No: 48
Ruwi Cinema 3
Harry Potter (Eng.)
1:00 & 6:00pm
Cast: Daniel Radcliffe and Fiona
Shaw
Censor Permit No: 11
Moulin Rogue (Eng.)
11:00pm
Cast: Ewan McGregor and Nicole
Kidman
Censor Permit No: 7
Vanilla Sky (Eng.)
3:30 & 8:30pm
Cast: Tom Cruise, Penelope Cruz,
Kurt Russell, Jason Lee, Noah Taylor
and Cameron Diaz
Censor Permit No: 40
Ruwi Cinema 4
Lord Of The Rings (Eng.)
12:30, 4:00, 7:30 & 11:00pm
Cast: Elijah Wood, Ian McKellen and
Cate Blanchett
Censor Permit No: 48

Shikaili inaugurates
students’ activities

SAHAM — Sheikh Saqr bin Sultan Al Shikaili, wali of Saham,
opened the second gathering for students activities and talents at Atika
Secondary School here yesterday. The opening ceremony included
poetry readings, songs, folk games, plays and cultural competitions
that highlighted the message of the school hygiene competition. The
wali honoured the best performing girls from the wilayat secondary
schools and toured students activities halls and exhibitions. — ONA

Programme for Eid (Friday 22nd)

Ruwi Cinema 1
Harry Potter (Eng.)
1:00 & 6:00pm
Cast: Daniel Radcliffe and Fiona
Shaw
Censor Permit No: 11
Moulin Rogue (Eng.)
11:00pm
Cast: Ewan McGregor and Nicole
Kidman
Censor Permit No: 7
Vanilla Sky (Eng.)
3:30 & 8:30pm
Cast: Tom Cruise, Penelope Cruz,
Kurt Russell, Jason Lee, Noah Taylor
and Cameron Diaz
Censor Permit No: 40
Ruwi Cinema 2
Lord Of The Rings (Eng.)
12:00, 3:30, 7:00 & 10:30pm
Cast: Elijah Wood, Ian McKellen and
Cate Blanchett
Censor Permit No: 48
Ruwi Cinema 3
Haan Maine Bhi Pyaar Kiya (Hindi)
12:30, 3:30, 6:30 & 9:30pm
Cast: Abhishek Bachchan, Akshay
Kumar and Karisma Kapoor
Censor Permit No: 51
Ruwi Cinema 4
Lord Of The Rings (Eng.)
12:30, 4:00, 7:30 & 11:00pm
Cast: Elijah Wood, Ian McKellen and
Cate Blanchett
Censor Permit No: 48
Visit us at www.ruwicinema.com

Dawoud concludes visit

KHASAB — Engineer Abdullah bin Ali bin Dawoud, housing, elec-
tricity and water undersecretary, concluded yesterday his field visit to
the Governorate of Musandam which began on Saturday. While there,
he met Sheikh Said bin Mohammed Al Braiki, governor of Musandam
and visited the sites where the electricity grid will be linked with the
United Arab Emirates. He was briefed by specialists on the steps taken
to ensure the success of this important project.

Salmi receives Tunisian delegation

MUSCAT — Dr Hamad bin Sulaiman Al Salmi, vice-president of
Sultan Qaboos University (SQU), received in his office yesterday the
Tunisian delegation which comprises Abdul Hamid Buhawalah, head
and director-general of the Tunisian cooperation agencies for techni-
cal cooperation and Mohammed Karu, director-general of basic edu-
cation at the Tunisian Ministry of Education.

During the meeting, cooperation between the two brotherly coun-
tries related to aspects of academic ties were reviewed. The meeting
was attended by Dr Samirah bint Mohammed Moosa, assistant vice-
president for art colleges at the university. — ONA

Condolence meeting at Pak school

NIZWA — Pakistan School Nizwa has held a meeting express con-
dolences at the sad demise of Dr Hassan Rizvi, noted educationist,
journalist, poet, critic, and professor of the Urdu language and litera-
ture at FC College Lahore. School Principal Farrukh Zahra Gillani
presided over the function, which was attended by the staff and stu-
dents. The principal and teachers paid tribute to the deceased for his
applaudable services in the field of education, literature and journal-
ism.

Bangla Martyrs’ Day

MUSCAT — The embassy of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh in
Muscat will observe the golden jubilee of Mohan Shaheed Dibash
(Great Martyrs Day) and International Mother Language Day 2002
today as per the following programmes.

The national flag will be flown at half-mast. There will be laying
of floral wreath at the make-shift Shaheed Minar at the chancery by
his excellency the Bangladesh ambassador. There will be a recitation
from the Holy Quran and reading out messages of the president and
the prime minister of Bangladesh. A one-minute silence for the mar-
tyrs of language movement will be observed. Also special prayers will
be offered.

Besides, an inter-school art competition titled “My motherland and
her language’ was organised by Bangladesh School Muscat, in the
chancery hall yesterday and an English debate competition on the
theme ‘Mother tongue is the best medium of instruction’ will be
organised at 9am on February 28. On the significance of the day, a
multilingual colorful cultural programme will be organised by the stu-
dents of Bangladesh School Muscat at BSM ground — Al Ghobra
today 21 at 7pm. All Bangladeshis living in the Sultanate of Oman are
invited to attend the programme.
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OMAN/LATE NEWS

The worst
serial killers
in France’s
recent history

TOULOUSE (France) —
Patrice Alegre, on trial in
France after confessing to the
murder and rape of five
women and the rape of one
woman between 1989 and
1997, would be one of the
country’s worst serial killers in
modern times if convicted.
Here is a list of France’s

most notorious multiple mur-
derers since the beginning of
the 20th century:

® Guy Georges, the
“Beast of the Bastille”, was
sentenced to life in prison in
April 2001 for raping and cut-
ting the throats of seven young
women in eastern Paris
between 1991 and 1997.

® Francis Heaulme, a 33-
year-old vagabond, has been
sentenced to two life sentences
and several other lengthy terms
since 1994 for the murders of
six people in France. He made,
but later retracted, a confession
for more than a dozen other
murders which are being inves-
tigated.

® Sid Ahmed Rezala, the
“train killer”, committed sui-
cide in a Portuguese jail cell in
June 2000 before he was to be
extradited to France to face
trial for the 1999 murders of
three young women.

® Thierry Paulin, the “old
lady killer”, died of Aids in a
prison hospital in 1989 before
being tried for 18 of the 21 eld-
erly women he said he mur-
dered in Paris between 1984
and 1987.

©® Marcel Barbeault, the
“Qise madman” was arrested
in 1976 and sent to prison for
life for the murder of eight
people dating back to 1969.

® Dr Marcel Petiot, “Dr
Satan”, was executed by guil-
lotine in 1946 for the murder
of 27 people — many of them
wealthy Jews he robbed — try-
ing to flee the Nazi wartime
occupation of Paris. He
claimed he killed 63 victims,
most of whom he incinerated.

French robber
commits 10
hold-ups in

under 2 hours

PARIS — A French gunman
launched a one-man crime
. wave holding up four pharma-

., cies, five hotels and a sushi
" restaurant in a small area of

central Paris in under 85 min-
utes, police said yesterday.

On Tuesday just before
7:00pm the robber burst into a
chemist’s in the capital’s
crowded theatre and entertain-
ment district wearing a beret
and brandishing an automatic
pistol, police said.

When police caught up with
him less than an hour and half
later he had hit nine other
premises, succeeding in empty-
ing the cash register in seven
of them but gathering a total of
only 1,300 euros ($1,136).

The man did not fire his
gun in any of the robberies and
when he was arrested it was
found not to be loaded.

Armed robberies have
become increasingly common
in Paris-over recent years, and
crime figures in the city rose
by more than five per cent last
year.

British police
charge ‘race

hate’ cleric

LONDON — British police
charged a cleric yesterday with
soliciting others to commit
murder because he is said to
have encouraged people to kill
Jews and non-believers.

Scotland Yard said
Abdullah El Faisal, 38, was
due to appear before Bow
Street magistrates in central
London today.

The Jamaican-born father
of four was arrested in Ilford,
Essex, on Monday, accused of
soliciting to murder, a little-
used accusation defined as urg-
ing others to kill.

The offence carries a maxi-
mum sentence of life in prison.

More than 1.1m
Russian children
grilled by police

MOSCOW — Russian police
took in more than 1.1 million
minors for questioning last
year, one in three of them aged
12 or under, including 1,600
who were subsequently
accused of murder, state prose-
cutor Vladimir Ustinov said
yesterday.

Around 300,000 of the chil-
dren were found by police liv-
ing rough in railway stations,
at airports, and in the cellars of
buildings, Ustinov told a press
conference on the sidelines of
a parliamentary debate on
measures ordered last month
by President Vladimir Putin to
improve the lot of children.

Some 185,000 of the aban-
doned children were arrested
for crimes and misdemeanours,
including 14,800 for theft,
6,000 for armed robbery, and
3,000 for grievous bodily
harm, Ustinov said.

Around 45,000 of them
were illiterate.

— Reuters, AFP

Hotels offer programmes

By A Staff Reporter

Hotel Inter-Continental Muscat

MUSCAT — Lavish food buffets, kid’s parties, fitness
regimes and loads of entertainment. So if you are not already
thinking of wadi bashing or dune bashing or taking off to the
interiors, these are enough reasons to stay in town during
Eid. Here is a roundup of the special happenings at various

hotels and restaurants in Oman.
Sheraton Oman Hotel

There are special events and activities at different outlets.
There is tempting cuisine to suit different taste buds.

Green Mountain Restaurant

The restaurant will host a sumptuous Eid buffet lunch on
the second day of Eid featuring a selection of hot and cold
mezzeh, a delectable selection of main courses including the

traditional ouzi.
Le Tarbouche

The speciality Lebanese restaurant will offer a special set
menu for Eid, which includes a selection of hot and cold
mezzeh, lentil soup, mixed grills and lamb chop with Oriental
rice and Umm Ali as dessert. Enjoy live entertainment by
belly dancer Nadine, Lebanese singers Hala and Charbel and

tabla player Raad
Saba Disco

There is a non-stop Eid party on the second and third day
of Eid. The ASTA showdancers and spécial Eid disco with
DJ Prince are the highlights of the party. There is also a spe-
cial ‘Discover Oman Package’ for visitors with special
accommodation rates valid during the Eid holidays.

Special things are happening on the health front at the
Muscat Inter-Continental Hotel during Eid. Get back right
into shape with scuba diving or relax with some fine massage
by expert masseuse Koi at the Palm Beach Club. For kids
there is a special programme whereby they can enjoy the
pools, tennis, squash or join in a game of football, all in all
- an action-packed day and time to make some good friends.
For those bitten by the travel bug, the in-house travel agent
Zubair Tours will offer pre-arranged outings or organise
packages to suit your needs.

Radisson SAS

It’s a big celebration alright! And special theme nights to
suit your interest, your mood and your tastebuds.

Olivos Coffee Shop

It will feature a daily lunch buffet with international cui-
sine. The buffet features a variety of dishes for every member
of the family; guests can enjoy dining at the elegant
Mediterranean restaurant or in the cool surroundings of the
Olivos Coffee Shop Terrace. There are also special theme
nights on different days. Spice up your holiday with Mirch
‘n’ Masala, an authentic Indian style buffet on Saturday. On
Sunday, it’s Fresh From the Nets, the freshest choice of
seafood. Take a retro trip into the ‘50s Night’ on Monday
evening with your favourites from the past. On Tuesday, try a
‘Fusion of Arabia and Asia’, and get the best of the East.
Alternatively, you can dine at the Al Tajin Grill and savour a
selection of the finest seafood and steaks. There will be live
music at The Cellar with ‘Counterpoint’ the four-piece band,

jazz and blues.

Crowne Plaza Muscat

If you are looking forward for fun and gaiety with family
during Eid, then the Crowne Plaza Hotel is the best place to
visit. There are theme nights happening at the Tropicana
Restaurant, the Duke’s Bar and Come Prima restaurants. At
Come Prima, you can enjoy a special meal featuring
favourites old and new. At Shiraz, the Persian restaurant,
there is a special menu for Eid. There is also lots of fun dur-
ing the Friday Brunch. And for Arabic show lovers, the in-
house Lebanese band will provide all the entertainment.

Holiday Inn Muscat

For mystical music and a sumptuous buffet of traditional
Eid dishes, make Holiday Inn Muscat a must-visit during Eid.
Celebrate the second day of Eid at the Sur Ballroom with
some thrilling entertainment by live band Islanders. There is
also a special lunch and dinner buffet at the Coffee Shop on
all the three days of Eid. There is an Arabic band and an
African band playing at the Layalina and Hakuna Matata
respectively on all days.

Novotel Seeb

Enjoy an African surprise with a famous African band on
all three days at the Novotel Seeb. The band promises an
exciting repertoire including east and western music. There
are also special dinner and dance offers on the first two days.
Special Eid package on rooms is also available.

Mercure Al Falaj Hotel

The African singing sensations Twanga Pepeta are here

to make Eid more special

while Skipp Pollard entertains at The Coral with a cocktail of  for Eid. Enjoy them live and in action at the Mercure Al Falaj

on the second and third day of Eid. The programme is being

organised by Golden Tunes.

Sohar Beach Hotel

If you are planning a quick getaway to the beaches of

Sohar, then the Sohar Beach Hotel has some interesting sur-

prises in store. There is a special Arabic buffet dinner for Eid

at the Al Sallan which includes various food specials of the

hotel’s different outlets.

Spicy Village Restaurant

region. There are also other promotions happening at the

Spicy offers are here once again from Spicy Village.

There is a 25pc discount for all those who are dining at Spicy
Village outlets. There is also a 20pc discount for takeaways
and 10pc discount for home deliveries. Another innovative
scheme is the ‘eat for three and pay for two’ promotion for
buffet lunch at all three outlets, Ruwi, Rusayl and Nizwa.
Lunch packets will now offer a complimentary mineral water
and a soft drink. Valuable gifts are in for everyone whose
bills reach RO30 and above. Gifts include watches, cameras,

cabin leather bags, kettles and recliners for the first 15 cus-

March 31.

tomers everyday. And the best part is, the offer is on till

Oasis By The Sea Restaurant
They claim to be throwing the ‘biggest party of the year’.

And it is on at The Lounge. So mark February 22 for the
important event and make sure you are a part of it. The all

night party also offers free snacks.

ISM parent wins Lexus in raffle draw

RAFFLE DRAW: Officials during the raffle draw at Majan Hotel yesterday.

By A Staff Reporter

The grand 2002 carnival of ISM culminated in

MUSCAT — A proud parent of students studying at
the Indian School Muscat (ISM) was the ecstatic
winner of a brand new Lexus in the raffle draw held
' as ‘part of the ISM ‘carnival, which was held recent-

ly.

Lexus ES-300.

' Shah Ilyas’s (ticket no.13323) ecstasy knew no
bounds when he was declared the winner of the

yesterday.

this raffle draw, which was held at the Majan Hotel,

The other prizes include Daewoo Matiz car
model 2002 (ticket number 42773), air ticket
Muscat-Amsterdam (17316), computer Pentium III
(1037), silver napkin rings (6270), Muscat-Cochin-
Muscat air ticket (30172), Muscat-Cochin-Muscat
air ticket (4136), Muscat-Cochin-Muscat air ticket

(26521) and 35gm gold (57425).

Nigerian makes

pepper soup
with human

body parts

LAGOS — A Nigerian man
who confessed to Kkilling his
boss and making pepper soup
with her body parts was arrest-
ed yesterday, police said.

Salifu Ojo, a 23-year-old
farm labourer in southwest
Ondo state killed Christiana
Elijah, a 40-year-old mother of
four, after a dispute over his
pay.

He chopped off her head,
hands and legs, then removed
her internal organs which he
used as ingredients for his soup,
police said.

“QOjo macheted the woman
after they disagreed over pay-
ment,” Paul Ochonu, Ondo
state commissioner of police,
said.

“He severed her parts, made
pepper soup and ate it — all on
the farm.” Ojo confessed to
other labourers after the soup
made him vomit, police said.

“We recovered the trunk of
the woman’s body and some
uncooked parts on the farm,”
Ochonu said. He said the man
would be charged to court as
soon as police completed inves-
tigations. — Reuters

Queen left in
the dark on
Jamaica trip

KINGSTON (Jamaica) — Britain’s Queen Elizabeth was left power-
less last night when an electricity failure plunged into darkness a din-
ner she hosted for Jamaica business leaders.

The queen, who is on a three-day visit to the former British colony
as part of her Golden Jubilee marking 50 years on the throne, threw
the party at King’s House, the official residence of her representative

in the Caribbean nation.

The dinner was first disrupted as guests enjoyed cocktails but
power was restored about 10 minutes later. Staff hustled for candles as
the power went out again a half-hour later and stayed off for an hour

and 7 minutes. The queen and her husband, Prince Philip, the Duke of

Edinburgh, were moved to the living room while technicians tried to

fix the problem, which the governor-general’s secretary, Geoff

Madden, blamed on a malfunctioning electrical breaker. Jamaica suf-
fers frequent power outages. A standby generator failed to trip in.
After a 25-minute wait for power to return, officials decided to
continue the programme and the royal couple was ushered to the main
dining area, escorted by a queue of candle-bearing Jamaican and
British security officials. Government officials, some of whom were
frantically making calls on cellular phones, managed to arrange bat-
tery-powered lamps for the dining area. Power was restored by the
time guests had finished the main course. The Duke was later heard to
remark as he left the dinner table that “we can see the staircase this
time”. The queen and Prince Philip left the capital early yesterday for
the second city of Montego Bay, Jamaica’s tourism hub. They were
scheduled to leave Jamaica in the night for New Zealand. — Reuters

Burning train
kills 373

Continued from Page 1

Ebeid ruled out a technical fault for the tragedy or an error by the
train crew, despite the long distance travelled by the burning carriages
before coming to a halt. “The fire was started by cookers used by pas-
sengers during the journey,” Ebeid told reporters on the scene.

But several survivors interviewed in hospital said they saw no
stoves used. “There was no room to put out the stoves,” according to
Sami Zoheir Hanna, who managed to escape through a door and suf-

fered only bruises.

The driver was not immediately aware of the fire because it erupt-
ed in the rear carriages, but reacted well when he realised, the top res-

cue official said.

“The driver had an excellent reaction when he quickly separated
the burning carriages from the others before the flames could reach

them,” Abdel Aal said.

“His reaction probably saved hundreds of people from a horrible
and certain death, as he drove the remainder of the train further on,” he

added.

Rescue officials said doors were difficult to open and windows
hard to escape through because they had metal bars. “It’s like a cage,
which turned into a burning prison,” Abdel Aal said.

The injured were transported to several hospitals in the area as well
as one in Cairo, Egypt’s official Mena news agency said.

Mena said that 20 firefighting vehicles and 30 ambulances were
sent to the scene, while the Interior Ministry said the fire took several

hours to extinguish.

Rescue vehicles had trouble reaching the site of the disaster in this
farming but heavily populated region, because a canal separates the

railroad from the main road.

President Hosni Mubarak said he was “deeply distressed and sad-
dened” by the deaths, according to a statement attributed to him and

read on state television. — AFP

Hijacked plane
lands on
highway

in Colombia

BOGOTA — Rebels hijacked a
commercial plane yesterday and
forced it to land on a highway in
southern Colombia, in an appar-
ent kidnapping of a senator,
authorities said.

The Bogota-bound,
Colombian-owned Aires plane
with 37 people on board was
landed near the Huila depart-
ment town of Hobo in southern
Colombia.

“It appears that the rebels
took three passengers and left
the rest” after landing, Air Force
Chief of Operations Gonzalo
Morales said.

“The air force is reacting,”
Morales said.

“We are headed for the scene
with combat planes and helicop-
ters.”

Military officials said oppo-
sition Senator Jorge Eduardo
Gechen had been kidnapped,
and that they were trying to
determine if any of the other
passengers had been kidnapped
as well.

Gechen represents Huila
department in the Senate and is
up for re-election in legislative
elections March 10. — AFP

Half the world’s languages under threat: Study

PARIS — Half of the 6,000 or so
languages spoken in the world are
under threat and a wealth of
human knowledge could be lost
with them, according to a new
study.

The Atlas of the World's
Languages in Danger of
Disappearing says pressures from
dominant languages such as
English, French, Spanish, Russian
and mainstream Chinese are
drowning out minority tongues at
an accelerating pace.

“The dying and disappearance
of languages has been going on
for thousands of years as a natural
event in human society, but at a
slow rate,” says the study, funded
by the United Nations cultural
agency Unesco and due to be pub-
lished today.

“However, the past 300 years
or so have seen a dramatic
increase in the death or disappear-
ance of languages...leading to a
situation today in which 3,000 or
more languages that are still spo-
ken are endangered, seriously
endangered or dying.”

The study, updated and
expanded from a first edition that
appeared in 1996, pinpoints

threatened languages in “crisis
areas” on a series of maps on a
scale that ranges from “potential-
ly endangered” to “extinct”.

“The loss of any one language
means a contraction, reduction
and impoverishment of the sum
total of the reservoir of human
thought and knowledge as
expressible through language,”
the study notes.

“To give just a few examples,
many highly effective medicinal
plants are known only to people
in traditional cultures...

“When their languages and
cultures are lost, the knowledge
about the plants and their healing
properties is lost t00.”

The study cites the Americas
and Australia as having the worst
record over the past 100 years,
with hundreds of Aboriginal lan-
guages now extinct in Australia as
a result of harsh assimilation poli-
cies that persisted until around
1970.

But it also lists around 50 lan-
guages that are at risk in Europe,
including the Celtic languages of
Britain, several of the Saami or
Lappish tongues spoken in
Scandinavia and northern Russia

and the varieties of Romani spo-
ken by Gypsies.

In Asia, the study says, the sit-
uvation for minority languages is
uncertain in many parts of China
while in Africa, between 500 and
600 of the 1,400 or so local lan-
guages are on the decline, with
250 of those under immediate
threat.

The study was edited by the
late Professor Stephen Wurm, an
Australian linguist of Hungarian
origin who spoke some 50 lan-
guages. Wurm recently died.

The Atlas cites several reasons
for the disappearance of lan-
guages, ranging from repressive
government policies and assimila-
tion to economic pressures,
migratory trends, disease and nat-
ural disasters.

While sounding the alarm, it
notes that a determined multilin-
gual approach can rescue even the
most threatened tongues.

In Japan, only eight elderly
people spoke Ainu on Hokkaido
Island by the late 1980s after
decades of official neglect, but
promotional policies have since
revived the language.

— Reuters

4 Moroccans held in
Rome with cyanide

ROME — Italian police said
yesterday they had foiled a
planned chemical attack on the
United States embassy in Rome
and arrested four Moroccans
armed with a cyanide-based
chemical and maps of the city’s
water supply network.

The arrests appeared to con-
firm repeated warnings by the US
State Department of the possibil-
ity of a new attack on US targets
at home or abroad from members
of Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaeda
organisation.

Italy’s  Justice
Roberto Castelli said the swoop
demonstrated that Italy “is in the
front line in the war against inter-
national terrorism. We are taking
this battle forward with great
determination.”

However, police and prosecu-
tors imposed a news black-out on
the case as furious anti-terrorist
magistrate Salvatore Vecchione
criticised the leaking of informa-
tion about the arrests to the
media, saying it had done untold
damage to the investigation.

Vecchione was speaking after

a meeting of top-level anti-terror-
ist prosecutors and police in
Rome to discuss developments in
the case.

Franco Frattini, minister with
responsibility for Italy’s secret

Minister

service, said “the extraordinary
delicacy of this investigation dic-
tates that we can’t say another
word about it.”

The US embassy in Rome,
which was highlighted in a map
found on the men, issued a state-
ment in which it confirmed it was
a target in the attack, thanking the
police “for their excellent work
concerning the most recent secu-
rity threat against the embassy”.

It said that it would be prema-
ture to comment further on “an
ongoing investigation”.

The US embassy was evacu-
ated in January last year follow-
ing intelligence reports that it
could be the target of a terrorist
attack.

Italian press reports said the
British embassy had also been
highlighted among other build-
ings.

The four men, aged between
30 and 40, were detained in a
dawn raid on Tuesday on an
apartment in the Tor Bella
Monaca area in the south of the
Italian capital, where a search
also uncovered a hoard of false
documents.

Police said the men had been
under surveillance for several
days and moved in to arrest them
once they had sufficient evidence
they were in possession of the

cyanide-based substance, which
they have not publicly identified.

The men had 4kg of the white
powdery substance, poison dead-
ly enough to cause what one
newspaper feared would be
“dozens of deaths” in Rome,
whose historical sites make it one
of the world’s most visited cities.

The Corriere della Sera daily
said at least two of the men had
false identity papers, and at least
one of them was linked with sus-
pected terrorists arrested in
northern Italy in recent months.

Three other Moroccans were
arrested in the Italian capital last
week on suspicion of forging
papers, as part of an investigation
by Italian authorities into Muslim
communities in Italy.

Those suspects were found in
possession of official stamps
from various Italian and foreign
institutions.

Interior Minister Claudio
Scajola stressed Italy’s intensi-
fied efforts to combat terrorism
after September 11 in a press
conference on late Tuesday,
hours before news of the latest
arrests leaked.

Scajola said Italian police had

arrested 20 people suspected of

links with terrorism and frozen
82 suspicious bank accounts
worth 345 million euros. — AFP

Nine Palestinian cops
killed in Israel clashes

Continued from Page 1

A Palestinian man also died
of his wounds after Israel rock-
eted a security building in
Ramallah, while in a nearby vil-
lage a Palestinian policeman
was killed in clashes with the

army, Palestinian security
sources said.
Clashes continued as

Palestinian police and fighters
took to the streets to battle the
Israeli tanks posted outside the
town. In the nearby self-rule vil-
lage of Tell, Israeli tanks
besieged a Palestinian police
station, demanding policemen
hand themselves over, security
sources said, while a Hamas
fighter was arrested in an army
raid on the nearby village of
Salfit.

Israeli helicopter gunships
fired six rockets at Palestinian

targets, two near the office
where Arafat has been confined
in Ramallah, causing no injuries,
Palestinian security sources
said.

The sources said two mis-
siles were aimed at a police gas
station less than 100 metres
from the office where Arafat has
been under virtual house arrest
by the Israelis since December
3

The air strikes also hit a tar-
get right outside Arafat’s com-
pound in the West Bank town, an
AFP photographer at the scene
said.

The attack damaged a
makeshift structure containing
six bunk-beds, which acted as
the temporary dormitory of
Arafat’s presidential guards. The
blast blew out windows but no-
one was hurt, the area having
earlier been evacuated.

Another two missiles hit
security buildings in nearby El-
Bireh, where a Palestinian man,
asleep in one of the buildings,
was seriously wounded in the
blast, medical sources said.

The 54-year-old man was a
cook at the Palestinian security
office.

Also, tanks rolled several
dozen metres into the West Bank
town from two eastern and one
northern entrance, pummelling a
Palestinian checkpoint on the
eastern border with seven tank
shells before pulling out.

Palestinian police evacuated
the post before the shelling
began. Fire from Israeli war-
ships for the first time damaged
Arafat’s office in the Gaza Strip
as they joined with Apache heli-
copters and F-16s in a coordinat-
ed revenge attack on Palestinian
targets. — AFP

No sex could
be best bet
for saving
endangered
species

PARIS — The survival of cer-
tain endangered species could
depend on temporarily keeping
the dominant males from mat-
ing, according to a team of
researchers from California’s
San Diego Zoo.

Allison Alberts and her col-
leagues have found that in some
species, a few males monopo-
lise the females, preventing sub-
ordinate males from reproduc-
ing, journal New Scientist
reports in its next issue, due out
on Saturday.

While such behaviour can
transfer desirable qualities like
strength to future generations, it
limits genetic variety within the
animal population, making it
susceptible to sudden changes
in environment or new diseases,
experts say.

“With just 200 individuals,
you’re really starting to worry
about genetic diversity,” said
Peter Tolson from the Toledo
Zoo in the midwestern US state
of Ohio.

Alberts and herteam# pro-
posed removing the dominant
males from the group for a lim-
ited period of time, allowing the
lesser males to reproduce and
thereby increase its ‘genetic
diversity.

When they took the five
most powerful males out of the
mating pool for six weeks, other
males quickly took advantage
of their absence and began
breeding, forcing the dominant
males to fight for mating part-
ners when they returned.

“This is very much an emer-
gency  measure,”  warned
Alberts, citing concerns about
cost and labour. — 4AFP :

WHO launches
traveller guide
to fight disease

LONDON — The World
Health Organisation yesterday
launched a beefed-up version of
its annual travel and health
guide to help globe-trotters
avoid bringing home anything
nastier than a sunburn.

“Disease has no borders,”
WHO director David Heymann
said. “I can be in London today
and Kinshasa tomorrow. And I
can take any disease there or
bring any disease back with
me.” The International Travel
and Health book aims to be the
“gold standard” health bible for
millions of long-haul business
and leisure travellers around the
world.

Accidents, stomach bugs,
colds and sexually transmitted
diseases rank high as the great-
est threats to international trav-
ellers, communicable diseases
consultant Gil Lea said.

Road and drowning acci-
dents are responsible for most
travellers’ deaths, but number
one on the WHO’s hit-list of
diseases is malaria.

“Malaria remains the single
biggest disease threat to interna-
tional travellers,” guide author
Dr Lindsay Martinez said. “And
there is still confusion about
which tablets to take or how
long to take them for.”

16 people died of malaria in
Britain in 2000, Lea said. And
several incidents of airport
malaria — where an insect gets
into a plane and infects some-
one at the other end — have
occurred in otherwise malaria-
free  countries, including,
France and Belgium.

With Africa at the top of
many traveller’s wish-lists this
year, getting information to
people about the existence of
last-minute prevention was
paramount, Martinez said.

The guide also includes a
new chapter on air travel fol-
lowing last year’s furore over its
link with deep vein thrombosis
(DVT). Preventative measures,
such as pressure stockings, are
discussed but DVT specialist Dr
William Toff warned that other
defences such as aspirin may be
causing more harm than good.

— Reuters
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Over 60 Pak
pilgrims die
in Saudi
Arabia

ISLAMABAD — Sixty-three
Pakistanis have died in Saudi
Arabia while making the
annual Muslim Haj to the holy
cities of Makkah and
Madinah, official media
reported yesterday.

The state APP news
agency, quoting unnamed offi-
cial sources, said most of the
people were aged over 60 and
had died of heart attacks.

Another 37 Pakistanis
were among 40 people killed
last week when a bus carrying
pilgrims collided with a truck
in Saudia Arabia, the official
Saudi Press Agency reported.

The Haj is one of the five
pillars of Islam. Every able-
bodied Muslim is required to
perform it at least once in a
lifetime if he or she can afford
it.

50 killed as
bus plunges
off a bridge
in Nepal

KATHMANDU — At least
50 people were killed in an
overnight accident in western
Nepal when a bus plunged off
a bridge, police said yester-
day.

The accident happened on
late Tuesday when the bus
dived 100 metres down into a
stream while crossing the
bridge at Chandibhanjyang in
Mugling, 90km west of the
capital, police said.

“The night passenger bus
carrying over 50 passengers
dashed against the fence of
the steel bridge and fell down
the river, landing on a big
boulder,” a senior police offi-
cial said.

“This accident killed 50
people and injured seven oth-

¢ ers including a child, whose

condition is serious,” he said.
Police said 26 bodies had

been recovered and rescue

efforts were continuing.

‘Teenager Kills

siblings to

~prevent them
© from starving

PHNOM PENH —
Cambodian police have arrest-
ed a teenager after an inability
to feed his family led to the
mercy killing of his brother
and sister, officials said yester-
day.

They said 18-year-old
Romam Twin had been found
weeping over his dead siblings
after he told them to say a
prayer. He then shot his nine-
year-old brother Romam Hiln
and seven-year-old sister
Romam Phlin.

The killings took place in
north east Ratanakiri province.

Ratanakiri police commis-
sioner Yoeung Vanloun said
the three children were
orphaned last year and the eld-
est brother had been left beg-
ging for food to feed his
younger brother and sister.

He said Romam Twin had
confessed saying he couldn’t
bare to watch his family starve
to death and he had made sev-
eral attempts to commit suicide
since last Thursday when the
killings took place.

“He tried many times to
hang himself in police deten-
tion, but we calmed him
down,” Vanloun said. “This is
very sad and a very difficult
case to deal with, the children
were starving to death.”

Romam Twin belonged to
the Jarai hill tribe in
Cambodia’s remote north. The
tribe is fiercely independent
and begging is frowned upon.

- Thai woman

to appeal

"~ conviction for

royal murder

BANGKOK — A former Thai
housemaid, whose fairy-tale
marriage to a prince captivated
the nation, will appeal a six-
year jail sentence for killing
him with coffee laced with
insecticide, her lawyer said
yesterday.

A Bangkok court this week
found Chalasai Yugala guilty
of fatally poisoning Prince
Thitipan Yugala in August
1995.

The court accepted police

¢ evidence, based on a lie detec-

tor test, that Chalasai had inad-
vertently killed her husband
when trying to hospitalise him

' so she could sneak off to see a

'“ younger lover — a Bangkok

chestnut seller.

Chalasai’s lawyer said his
client had been convicted on
circumstantial evidence and
said police had tricked her into
making the confession, which
Chalasai later disowned in

' court.

“I believe in her innocence

“ and we will definitely appeal

against the sentence,” Seree
Suwannapanond said.
“She did not kill him.”
— AFP, Reuters

AWARD WINNER: Children’s Jury has awarded Norwegian photographer Aleksander Nordahl of the daily ‘Dagbladet’ for this colour

picture of three Afghan sisters handed out yesterday. The seven-year-old little sister smiles to the photographer while her older sisters hide
behind a doorway. Teenage girls are not allowed to show themselves to men, their parents decide when they have to start wearing the
burkah. The picture was taken in October last year in Khwaja Bahawudin in northern Afghanistan, an area then controlled by the Northern

Alliance. — Reuters

India asks to
restart trains

Pakistan says offer not enough

ISLAMABAD — India has
asked Pakistan for a resumption
of freight traffic between the
two countries which was halted
by New Delhi almost two
months ago, but Islamabad will
refuse the offer, Pakistan’s rail-
ways minister said yesterday.
The minister, Javed Ashraf,
said Pakistan finds it more
important to resume passenger
train services, which have also
been at a standstill since January
1. He said Indian officials asked
the Pakistani high commission
in New Delhi to start prepara-
tions for a resumption in freight
trains. “If they do not allow
Samjhota Express,” the main
passenger train link between the
two countries, “we will not
allow freight,” Ashraf said.
“Hundreds of thousands of
families are divided between the
two countries. It’s more impor-

tant to restore people traffic than
goods traffic,” he said.

India ended train, bus and air
links between the two countries
after a December 13 attack on its
parliament it blames on militants
based in Pakistan. New Delhi
also recalled its ambassador
from Islamabad and prohibited
Pakistan International Airlines
from flying over Indian air-
space, as part of measures not
taken between the arch-rivals
since their last full-blown war in
1971. The newly nuclear powers
have also massed an estimated
800,000 troops at their border.

Pakistan has denied involve-
ment in the parliament attack
and detained about 2,000
alleged rebels, but India says
Pakistan has not done enough to
warrant a de-escalation.

Indian officials in particular
accuse Pakistan of training and

funding rebels in disputed
Kashmir who have been fighting
since 1989 to end New Delhi’s
control over its zone of the
Himalayan territory.

Pakistan denies charges it is
fomenting the insurgency in
Kashmir but acknowledges giv-
ing moral and diplomatic sup-
port to what it calls a legitimate
self-determination movement in
the Muslim-majority region.

Since the parliament attack,
US Secretary of State Colin
Powell has conducted exhaus-
tive telephone diplomacy with
Indian and Pakistani leaders and
visited the region last month
hoping to prevent an outbreak of
war. Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf said on Tuesday that
with US help, de-escalation in
tension between his country and
India could take place by May or
June. — AFP

Authority belongs to
elected PM: Musharraf

LAHORE — Rejecting future
military intervention in politics,
Pakistan President General
Pervez Musharraf has agreed to
accept checks on the office of the
president as well despite empha-
sising his role as an arbiter in the
future set-up.

He has also conceded, the
first time he has done so pub-
licly, the sovereign democratic
right of the prime minister to
represent the people and govern
on their behalf in Pakistan,
English daily 7he News reported
yesterday.

Addressing an elite gathering
of intellectuals, experts, writers
and journalists, Musharraf has-
tened to add that he would like
checks and balances on all the
three power centres. — prime
minister, president and army
chief — “to avoid any future

intervention by the army and
prevent misuse of power by the
elected leaders.” -

He revealed that “due to the
past experiences, we decided in
the first army commanders meet-
ing after the October 12 coup not
to impose martial law since I am
against army’s intervention in
politics.”

While agreeing to open a
general debate on the desirability
of more provinces in Pakistan
and the need to develop more
water reservoirs, Musharraf was
cautious about sensitivity to
these subjects by Pakistan’s four
provinces.

On the likelihood of vacating
the office of army chief to
become an elected president,
Musharraf did not show his cards
saying he did not want to
“become a politician, or form a

party or indulge in political con-
troversies.”

He declined to be drawn into
a debate when suggested that he
could easily get elected without
tampering with the electoral
process and no mainstream party
would reverse his reforms if he
allowed them the space they
deserve in a truly democratic set-
up.

He, however, informed that

the package for political restruc-
turing would be announced for a
public debate without taking the
politicians into confidence.

Musharraf reiterated his gov-
ernment’s resolve to eradicate
extremism and sectarianism, he
warned clerics who use mosques
to spread hatred to put them
behind bars if they failed to com-
ply with the prescribed rules.

— Internews

Govt mulling
banning smaller
parties from polls

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan is
considering a proposal to bar
political parties from fielding
candidates in elections that
were unable to secure at least
10 per cent votes in the last
general elections.

Official sources say that the
federal Law Ministry was
preparing the draft of a law to
bar the political parties which
could not secure 10 per cent
votes in the 1997 elections
from contesting the polls.

An official confirmed that
the proposal was under consid-
eration, but added that it was at
an early stage.

“Yes a proposal is under
consideration and we are
working out whether perform-
ance in the National Assembly
or the provincial assembly
elections. should be the basis

for the restriction,” the official

said. — Internews

Musharraf meets
US senators on
aid, Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD — Five US senators met here yesterday with Pakistani
President Pervez Musharraf to discuss US aid to his country and
Washington’s “war on terrorism,” officials said.

The delegation, headed by Daniel Inouye, chairman of the
Appropriations Subcommittee on Defence, “expressed great apprecia-
tion for Pakistan’s support to the international coalition in its fight
against terrorism,” a Musharraf spokesman said.

Musharraf and the senators also discussed bilateral economic
issues and “regional security”, the spokesman said.

The visit comes a week after Musharraf visited Washington and
received warm praise from President George W. Bush and members of
Congress for his support of the US war effort in Afghanistan.

Speaking to his cabinet yesterday, Musharraf said the perception of
Pakistan has dramatically changed in the United States — which in the
late 1990s drew closer to arch-rival India.

“In the United States today Pakistan (is) being increasingly per-
ceived as a country steadily moving towards progress, economic and
political stability, moderation and democracy,” Musharraf said, accord-
ing to a cabinet statement. “This change in perception was noticeable
(during his visit) as much in the US administration as in the Congress,
... the media and the American people,” he said. — AFP:

Bangladeshis
on the move
ahead of Eid

DHAKA — Tens of thousands
of Bangladeshis flocked to the
capital’s train, bus and ferry ter-
minals yesterday, ahead of the
annual exodus to their family
villages for the weekend
Muslim religious festival of Eid
Al Adha.

Ferry and bus operators said
they were struggling to cope
with the rush and tickets had
been sold out for most destina-
tions from Thursday onwards.

With tomorrow being a holi-
day, many residents of the capi-
tal sought to get out early and
take advantage of the long
weekend. Last year nearly three
million of Dhaka’s 10 million
people left for their homes dur-
ing the Eid holidays.

- Eid Al Adha coincides with
the Haj pilgrimage to Makkah,
which Muslims are required to
undertake at least once in their

lifetime. — AFP

Sri Lanka’s former
minister held over
murder charges

COLOMBO — A former Sri
Lankan defence minister was
yesterday arrested in connection
with a mass murder probe and
remanded in custody to a high
security prison.

Anuruddha Ratwatte, who is
President Chandrika Kumara-
tunga’s uncle, and his two sons
have been implicated in the
murder of 10 Muslim men
belonging to the rival United
National Party, which won
December’s general election.

A magistrate in the central
town of Teldeniya ordered that
Ratwatte be remanded in cus-
tody till March 4 at a prison in
the capital Colombo. But local
officials said he claimed he was
ill and was taken to a hospital
after spending only a few min-
utes at a high security prison.

The 10 young men were shot
dead inside their van in
Ratwatte’s home constituency in
the Kandy district shortly after
polling closed on December S in
the worst single case of violence
during the blood-soaked elec-

tion. Police have already arrest-
ed 32 army soldiers who provid-
ed security to Ratwatte during
the election campaign period.

“A police team was at his
house overnight recording a
statement and he was arrested
this morning,” a police official
said shortly before he was taken
to Teldeniya in an airforce heli-
copter to appear in court.

Shortly after the hearing
Ratwatte was taken to a state
hospital. “The former minister
was brought to the National
Hospital and we can’t divulge
details due to security consider-
ations,” hospital director Hector
Weerasinghe said.

A court has already ordered
the arrest of Ratwatte’s two sons
who have absconded.

Ratwatte, who was once a
leading minister in Chandrika’s
People’s Alliance (PA) govern-
ment, is now an opposition
member of parliament. He was
also the main campaign manag-
er for the PA at the last election.

— AFP

Sri Lanka to
extend truce
if accord

is delayed

COLOMBO — Sri Lanka said
yesterday it would extend a
month-long unilateral truce if a
Norwegian-brokered  peace
process failed to produce a for-
mal ceasefire pact with Tamil
Tiger rebels this weekend.

The government and the
rebels are preparing for talks to
end nearly two decades of eth-
nic conflict and both sides say
they want to sign an indefinite
truce before two unilateral
ceasefires expire on Sunday.

“The Norwegians are work-
ing on the signing but even if it
is not signed we will extend the
ceasefire unilaterally,” Foreign
Minister Tyronne Fernando told
a news conference.

The government is on the
verge of its first negotiations in
seven years with the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam, fighting
for a separate state for minority
Tamils in the north and east.

Fernando said the new gov-
ernment, elected in December
on a promise of peace, was
keen to get to the substance of a
conflict that has claimed more
than 64,000 lives. — Reuters

ment.

were coping.”

Asian women
fall for the Net

SINGAPORE — Asian women were full of festive cheer on
the Internet in December with a huge surge in the use of e-mail
and electronic greeting cards, NetValue said yesterday.

The proportion of Hong Kong women who used e-mail dou-
bled between October and December to top the survey of four
Asian markets, the Internet measurement firm said in a state-

South Korea saw a 72.9 per cent jump in the number of
female e-mail users over the same period, followed by
Singapore at 58.9 per cent and Taiwan at 35 per cent.

Hong Kong women also topped their Asian neighbours
with a 79.1 per cent rise in the number of women sending out
e-greeting cards between November and December.

The proportion of South Korean women using e-cards rose
by 64.9 per cent. Taiwan racked up a 56.4 per cent jump and
Singapore trailed with 36.9 per cent increase.

“Towards the end of 2001, women were definitely interest-
ed in keeping touch with people over the Internet,” Jack Loo,
president of NetValue, said in a statement.

“The Internet became a global coffee house, more than ever,
as a means of people talking to friends, family and even
strangers about what was happening around them and how they

Korean women dominated the Internet chat and Internet
Relay Chat scene among the four Asian markets with close to
55 per cent of all female Internet users heading to such sites.

But Singaporean women are fast catching up in chat rooms
with a more than fourfold jump in the proportion of female
users in the last quarter of 2001, NetValue said. — Reufers

BREAKTHROUGH: A male calf inheriting genetic information
from two aged cows that had been transplanted into a three-year-
old cow’s ovum was born on late Tuesday at a farm operated by
Iwate University’s agricultural department in Shizukuishi, north-
ern Japan, paving the way for what scientists hope could be simi-
lar treatment of fertility among women past their child-bearing
prime, local reports said. — Reuters

Bush offers talks w

DORASAN (South Korea) —
US President George W. Bush
said yesterday that the “despotic
regime” in North Korea must
change its ways but renewed an
offer for talks despite concerns
over its weapons programme.

After a summit that focused
on the North’s missile sales and
weapons of mass destruction,
Bush and South Korea’s
President Kim Dae-jung went to
the edge of the de-militarised
zone (DMZ) dividing the
Korean peninsula to offer
resumed dialogue.

The Pyongyang government
and the tightly controlled media
that it uses to communicate with
the outside world remained
silent about the summit.

The two leaders extended
their one-to-one summit in
Seoul from one hour to almost
two in a sign of the importance
now being given to North Korea
during Bush’s three-nation
Asian tour.

Bush has repeatedly attacked
North Korean leader Kim Jong-
il in recent weeks, saying his
country was part of “an axis of
evil” with Iran and Iraq that was
proliferating weapons.

“I will not change my opin-
ion of Kim Jong-il until he frees
his people and accepts genuine

proposals (for peace) from coun-
tries like South Korea,” Bush
told a press conference after the
summit.

“The burden of proof is on
the North Korean leader to prove
that he does truly care about
people and that he is not going to
threaten our neighbours.

“We are peaceful people. We
have no intention of invading
North Korea. South Korea has
no intention of invading North
Korea,” Bush said.

While anti-riot  forces
clashed with thousands of anti-
US demonstrators in Seoul,
Bush and Kim then went to the
demilitarised zone that has acted
as the unofficial frontier since
the 1950-53 Korean War.

“We hope for dialogue with
the North despite our concerns
about the regime,” Bush said in
a speech at Dorasan, a station
close to the frontier built as part
of a proposed cross-border rail-
way that North Korea will not
finish. But in again highlighting
his doubts about a government
that he has previously said was
part of an “axis of evil,” Bush
also said:

“We must not permit the
world’s most dangerous regimes
to threaten us with the world’s
most dangerous weapons.”

h N. Korea

Kim Dae-jung also seized
upon the summit and the visit to
Dorasan to nudge his rival
leader.

“I earnestly hope that the
North Korean authorities will
soon respond to our sincere pro-
posal for dialogue,” Kim in his
speech at the railway station,
while emphasising that he con-
sidered South Korea to be
“blood allies” with the United
States, which still has 37,000
troops in the country.

Bush said the United States
would continue to give substan-
tial food aid to the North. The
United States is the largest sin-
gle contributor to North Korea
where more than a million peo-
ple have died from starvation
and related disease since 1995.

“So obviously, my com-
ments about evil was toward the
regime, toward the government,
not toward North Korean peo-
ple,” Bush said.

“Any people that live under a
despotic regime has our sympa-
thy,” he added. President Kim
only expressed satisfaction at
the outcome of the summit. But
he said Bush had agreed to tack-
le North Korea’s missile pro-
gramme and weapons of mass
destruction (WMD) through dia-
logue. — AFP

Taiwan bans
human cloning

TAIPEI — Taiwan’s health
authorities said yesterday they
have decided against human
cloning in embryonic stem cell
research due to ethical consider-
ations.

“We had held three public
hearings to discuss the issue
because we need to listen to dif-
ferent ideas before coming up
with a consensus,” Chen I-an,
section chief at the Department
of Health (DOH), said by tele-
phone.

“We decided to ban human
cloning, and it’s effective imme-
diately,” Chen said.

Embryonic stem cells are
derived from embryos and have
the ability to transform them-
selves into virtually any type of
cell in the body, allowing scien-
tists to regenerate damaged
organs or tissue.

However, the research is
highly controversial because
obtaining the cells requires
destroying the embryo.

A decision by US President
George W. Bush to allow limited
federally funded research on
embryonic stem cells has been
given extensive coverage in
Taiwan and triggered heated
debate on whether the island
should support research using
stem cells from human embryos.

DOH had said it was
inclined to allow limited embry-
onic stem cell research as an
overall ban on the research
could stymie the development of
Taiwan’s nascent biotechnology
sector. — Reuters
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Israel haunted by
Lebanese pullout

By Megan Goldin

IT is like a bad case of deja vu for many Israelis as a wave of
Palestinian ambushes, roadside bombs and rocket strikes brings back
memories of tactics that forced Israel to end its costly 22-year occu-
pation of southern Lebanon.

Israeli military analysts say Israel has three options in its conflict
with the Palestinians: change tactics, resign itself to a war of attrition
or do what the army eventually did under the guns of fighters in
Lebanon — quit occupied areas. A group of 1,000 high-ranking gen-
erals and security officers have thrown their weight behind a burgeon-
ing domestic call for Israel to withdraw unilaterally from the Gaza
Strip and part of the West Bank, lands captured in the 1967 Middle
East war.

Their position reflects a growing trend among many Israelis,
including some peace activists, who simply want to wash their hands
of the occupation. “You build a wall so high that even the birds can’t
fly over it and then you get out,” Israeli military historian Martin Van
Creveld said.

Part of Israel’s dilemma, military experts say, is that it is impossi-
ble to achieve a decisive victory in warfare against fighters. Attempts
to do so, they argue, would carry too heavy a human and political
price. Large numbers of Palestinian casualties in an Israeli offensive
could lead to international outrage and also cost the lives of many
Israeli soldiers.

Israel has already come under international criticism for its use of
tanks, warplanes and helicopter gunships against Palestinian targets.
Israel’s retaliatory attacks have frequently killed or wounded
Palestinian civilians in the West Bank and Gaza, including many chil-
dren. At least 861 Palestinians and 273 Israelis have been killed since
a Palestinian uprising began in September 2000 after peace talks
stalled.

Palestinian fighters have increasingly adopted tactics used by
Hezbollah fighters against Israeli forces in Lebanon. Israeli security
officials say some Palestinians have been armed and trained by
Hezbollah. In an attack last week reminiscent of Israel’s experience in
Lebanon, Palestinian fighters fired an anti-tank rocket at a bus as a
diversionary tactic to lure an Israeli tank down a field where a bomb
filled with high-grade explosives had been buried. The blast killed
three soldiers and blew the turret off a heavily armoured Merkava
tank, an Israeli-built weapon many in Israel viewed as the pride of the
armoured corps and invulnerable to such attacks.

The Hamas group has recently fired home-made rockets, called the
Qassam-2, into southern Israel. The attacks, which caused no casual-
ties, reminded many Israelis of the Katyusha rockets that Hezbollah
used to lob into the Galilee.

The tank incident was just one in a recent series of high profile
embarrassments for Israel’s army and prompted strategists to suggest
it was time to change tactics.

Israeli forces, protected by tanks and armoured personnel carriers,
came away empty-handed when they raided Beit Hanoun in the Gaza
Strip last week in a sweep for fighters. By the time the lumbering vehi-
cles reached Beit Hanoun, the fighters had long gone. A raid by Israeli
armour into the West Bank village of Tamoun a week earlier produced
the same results — the fighters fled the moment they saw a build-up
of tanks.

ot y o

Imaginary homelands

THE anxiety is palpable. This week, as a few dozen writers congre-
gate to discuss Indian literature in official New Delhi and a secluded
fort just beyond its periphery, the expected celebration is giving way
to pangs of worry. The lit fest may have been grandiloquently titled
“At Home in the World”, but initial vibes betray nothing of the cer-
tainty it seems to imply. Instead, there is apprehensive questioning —
questioning that must be taken note of in the week ahead, and ever
more thereafter.

Is Indian writing in English really an evolving genre? How Indian
is this writing, after all, as its scope is generously expanded to include
work by members of the sprawling Indian diaspora? Will it survive
beyond a burst of literary discoveries? Oh, are we being fair in beam-
ing so much of the spotlight on them? What about those writing in
other Indian languages? Must their regional, and by extension rooted,
narratives be condemned to polite notices? Old questions crying for
decidedly fresher, less politically correct debates.

The date of birth of this hazy thing called Indian writing in English
is often deemed to coincide with the release of Salman Rushdie’s
Midnight's Children. It is a familiar tale told time and again. Rushdie
unshackled the Indian imagination, he set the pace for the quick chutz-
neyfication of the English language, he tropicalised the novel. He won
the Booker for his feat, and all else followed... Vikram Seth’s merry
depictions of San Fransisco and Brahmpur, Arundhati Roy’s dazzling
experiments with punctuation, Amitav Ghosh’s grand narratives from
Egypt to Burma. But this time the no longer droopy eyed paterfamil-
ias is not present to take attendance among his legatees. Instead that
thus far reluctant father figure is gently leading the pack. Fresh from
the Nobel ceremony in Stockholm, having made tenuous peace with
the land of his forefathers, the India that shattered him upon first
acquaintance four decades ago, V.S. Naipaul is setting the agenda. And
it’s not a mite less controversial than Rushdie’s famous dismissal of all
Indian writing in languages other than English.

Over the last 20-30 years Indian writing in English, he said on
Monday, has given India a truer sense of itself than it has ever had
before. The fact that books are being written, bought and critiqued, he
noted, is a sign of a modern society on the move. Indian writing in
other languages, on the other hand, he suggested, has no audience and
is thus beyond immediate rescue. It is a cruel assessment. But it
demands appraisal and debate. Bhasha writers do need support — in
translation, in commercial support. They, however, also must be
released for imaginary ghettos condescending critics trap them in.
They must be critiqued as stringently as the seemingly undeserving
young debutant auctioning his or her book in Frankfurt. That is, if
Indian literature is really at home in the world, at last.

Black death in the snow

WHY is it that a fatal disease which disappeared in Europe long ago is
coming back to India with such rapid frequency?

The reappearance of plague in parts of Himachal Pradesh reflects a
retrograde journey for the country's civil and medical establishment.
Despite the panic, so great was the confusion that experts were unable
to diagnose the nature of the disease. Is it plague or some mysterious
epidemic? Till last year, this debate was on in the Indian Council of
Medical Research, with the medical community divided on the ques-
tion whether it was really bubonic plague which struck Surat or some
other epidemic. Now that the National Institute of Communicable
Diseases seems sure that it is a case of plague in Himachal Pradesh -
though 'confirmatory tests' are still on — one only hopes the authori-
ties' claim that the epidemic is under control is not proved wrong.

The union Health Ministry says that the disease will not be allowed
to spread. But some disconcerting queries remain. Why is it that this
'black death' is resurfacing in India when it has been wiped out almost
all over the world? Medieval medicine failed against it when this dead-
ly pestilence, spread by rodents and fleas, after destroying China,
killed 25 million people in Europe between 1347 and 1352, and con-
tinued to strike till the early 17th century. This is how Italian writer
Boccaccio described the mass tragedy: "... the ordeal had so withered
the hearts of men and women that brother abandoned brother... and the
sister her brother... wives abandoned their husbands, and, what is even
more incredible and cruel, mothers and fathers abandoned their chil-
dren..." So devastating was the epidemic that the western civic and
medical infrastructure worked-on war footing to eliminate this evil
once and for all, and they did it.

But India still seems to be stuck in a medieval time warp. Why only
plague, hundreds of people continue to die of diarrhoea, cerebral
encephalitis, cholera and malaria in rural India, where the primary
health centres often don't even store that cheap but life-saving drug,
Quinine. Surat learnt its lesson fast. From being a filthy city, it has now
transformed itself into a hygienic urban zone. But other cities still
allow open drains and public urination while persisting with archaic
sanitation systems. When the paranoia of plague stuck Delhi in the
early nineties, sanitation workers were asked to clean up huge piles of
rotten garbage with their bare hands. With such primitive infrastruc-
ture and administrative apathy, not only 'black death', but other dead-
ly diseases are simply waiting to strike. Thank Heaven for the snow-
fall. Or else, Himachal's story would have been an even more tragic
one. — The Hindustan Times
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PEACE HOPES: A soldier standing guard over a crowd in Kinshasa. In the Democratic Republic of the Congo there are
hopes that peace talks set to begin in Sun City, South Africa on February 25, will bring an end to three-and-a-half years of

war in the central African country. — Reuters

Saudi floats
peace ideas
to spur US

By Miral Fahmy

Violence scalds Sharon

By Timothy Heritage

A SURGE in Israeli-Palestinian
violence that has pushed up the
Israeli death toll has increased
pressure on Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon from both the political
left and right over his inability to
end the violence.

The bloodshed has also
underlined Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat’s failure to rein in
the fighters. But Israeli and
Palestinian political analysts say
his political standing may be
improving in spite of the rising
Palestinian death toll.

Eleven Palestinians, includ-
ing two who were carrying out
attacks, and four Israelis were
killed on Monday and on
Tuesday. The bloodshed fol-
lowed a rise in violence in the
past week of the nearly 17-
month-old Palestinian uprising
against occupation.

“The violence puts some
pressure on both Arafat and
Sharon, but there’s much more
on Sharon,” said Gerald
Steinberg, head of a conflict
management programme at
Israel’s Bar-Ilan University.

“Internal criticism has risen
in the past week or so from both
the left and the right. Sharon is

aware that he can’t afford to let it
get out of hand but he’s also
aware that this is still a fringe
movement.”

The political left wants
Sharon to do more to make
peace but the right wants him to
strike back harder at the
Palestinians to avenge attacks.

He faces calls in some quar-
ters to reoccupy areas of
Palestinian-ruled land and calls
from others to withdraw entirely
from the occupied territories.
But both the left and right say he
has failed to carry out election
promises. “His problem is he
was elected on a promise to pro-
vide security but he has not been
able to do so,” said Israeli polit-
ical scientist Mark Heller.

“The violence has left
Sharon caught between those
who want him to act even more
vigorously and those who are
arguing that this “single-track
approach that he represents,
which is reliant mostly on force,
has proved to be futile and needs
a fundamental re-think of poli-
cy.” Despite the increasingly
vocal calls from the right to get
tougher, and signs that the left-
wing is reawakening after laying
dormant for many months,
Sharon’s multi-party coalition
government is widely consid-

ered to be under no immediate
threat.

Most analysts rule out a
major change of policy by the
former army general, but some
suggest he will face increasing
problems if the Israeli death toll
keeps rising quickly. “If this is
going to continue for another
month or a couple of months, I
think he could be in deep trou-
ble,” said Palestinian political
scientist Ali Jarbawi.

Arafat, who is confined by
Israeli tanks to the West Bank
city of Ramallah, has vowed to
rein in fighters behind a wave of
Palestinian suicide bombings
and other attacks on Israelis.

Some political analysts say
each new attack underlines his
failure to control the fighters.

“The suicide bombings show
Arafat can’t turn them on and
off, which says something about
his credibility and his ability to
control them,” Steinberg said.

But other analysts say inter-
national criticism of the
Palestinian leader will be limited
if the victims of the attacks — as
on Monday and Tuesday — are
limited to Jewish settlers and
soldiers in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, not people inside
Israel itself.

“You’re not talking about

attacks on restaurants or wed-
dings at the moment, but on sol-
diers and settlers. If they contin-
ue not hitting Israeli civilians
inside Israel, I don’t think it will
create more pressure on Arafat,”
Jarbawi said.

“An explosion in Haifa, or
Tel Aviv, or Jerusalem that killed
10 or 15 Israelis passing by
would be a different story. Then
Arafat would have to do some-
thing and outside pressure
would grow on him to do some-
thing.”

Although Israel has tried to
isolate Arafat by placing him
under what he calls a siege in
Ramallah, he meets regularly
with international visitors and
with delegations of Palestinians.

The Israeli government has
even gone so far as to declare
Arafat “irrelevant”, yet the
European Union has kept up
active, diplomacy with the
Palestinian leader and - the
United States has refused to
sever its ties. Arafat’s options for
action are severely limited. But
Jarbawi said that while cracks
had started to appear in Sharon’s
support, the Palestinian leader’s
internal position strengthened
over the past two months
because of sympathy for his
plight.

FED up with reminding the
United States of its duty towards
Middle East peace, Saudi Arabia
has taken the initiative by resur-
recting an offer to trade ties with
Israel for occupied Arab land.

The proposal, dusted off by
Crown Prince Abdullah in a
New York Times interview this
week, has been a longstanding
demand of the Arab peace camp
since Middle East peace negoti-
ations began in 1991.

But analysts said that by
reviving it at a time when spi-
ralling Palestinian-Israeli vio-
lence has snuffed out peace
hopes, Saudi Arabia was pub-
licly advising Washington to
take up its Middle East mediator
role or jeopardise regional sup-
port.

“By restating the position we
all started from, the crown
prince is putting the focus on the
earlier US role under George
Bush senior,” a London-based
diplomat familiar with the king-
dom said. Arab-Israeli peace
talks launched in 1991 under
Bush senior’s presidency.

“He’s basically telling
Washington: ‘You need us and
we need you but we can only
help you if you do something
about the violence’,” the diplo-
mat said.

Abdullah’s proposal is sig-
nificant in coming from a leader
who is respected in the region
for his pro-Palestinian stance.

In the New York Times inter-
view, the prince said he had
been poised to urge next
month’s Arab summit to recog-
nise Israel if it withdrew from
areas seized in a 1967 war —
but had changed his mind
because of the hardline policies
of Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon against the Palestinians.

“I wanted to find a way to
make clear to the Israeli people
that the Arab’s don’t reject or
despise them. But the Arab peo-
ple do reject what their leader-
ship is now doing to the
Palestinians, which is inhumane
and oppressive,” he explained.

Most Arabs are furious at the

United States because of its per-
ceived support for Israel, and the
backlash against Muslims and
Arabs after the September 11
attacks on US cities has only
fuelled their rage.

This public fury has put gov-
ernments such as Saudi Arabia
in the awkward position of try-
ing to maintain ties with
Washington without appearing
to support it blindly.

Analysts said Abdullah had
managed to do both.

“On the one hand, he’s say-
ing that he is willing to make
peace with Israel — what
Washington wants — and yet it
will be a peace on Arab terms —
what the Arab people want,”
said Moghazy Al Badrawy, a
Gulf-based analyst.

Saudi Arabia has long played
a part in peace efforts, uphold-
ing Arab demands as well as
lobbying the region’s govern-
ments on behalf of Washington.

But it has always preferred
covert diplomacy until now, and
diplomats said Prince
Abdullah’s very public com-
ments had backed Washington
into a corner.

“Saudi Arabia has thrown
the ball into the court of Israel
and the United States,” said
Mohammed Subeih, Palestinian
ambassador to the Cairo-based
Arab League.

“He’s plainly told the United
States that peace will be impos-
sible as long as Sharon is in
power — so if you really want
peace as you say you do, then
don’t pressure the Arabs any
more, start working on your
friends,” he said.

Many Arab states and the
Palestinian leadership have
given a warm welcome to
Abdullah’s comments, which
analysts said filled a vacuum left
by the United States’ failed
peace efforts.

“This is a concrete Arab pro-
posal for peace at a time when
there are none about,” a Saudi
official said. “It clearly states
what we want and what we will
give in return. It puts Arabs in a
position of power, which is why
it is well received.”

By Charles Hoskinson

SMALL comforts are a big
deal for a soldier thousands of
miles from home — hot show-
ers to wash off the dust settling
on everything, hot meals to
break the monotony of mili-
tary rations, even the chance to
buy a candy bar or send an e-
mail.

In the past month, more than
4,300 troops from the United
States, Canada, Norway, Jordan
and other countries have
worked to make Kandahar’s
dilapidated airport more hos-
pitable, even as they remain
alert for constant threats of
attack by Al Qaeda and Taleban

of home in the Afghan

remnants.

A sprawling tent city has
emerged in the airport — which
Soviet troops once also used as
an airbase.

The airport’s bomb-dam-
aged terminal houses a chapel,
a post office and a check-cash-
ing service. A field kitchen
serves hot meals and troops can
get a hot shower in a nearby
tent.

Another tent houses a mili-
tary exchange where troops can
buy sodas, snacks, candy, ciga-
rettes, toiletries and clean
undergarments.

“I walk around now and sol-
diers are walking around with

Command Sergeant Major
Iuniasolua Savusa said.

As the top-ranking enlisted
soldier for the US-led task
force, it’s Savusa’s job to make
sure the troops are well cared
for. Sometimes it isn’t easy —
everything here must arrive by
air, and priority is given to sup-
plies needed for military opera-
tions.

For example, hundreds of
portable toilets have sat idle
here while the troops share
cramped latrines because the
trucks needed to empty them
weren’t scheduled to arrive
until yesterday.

Savusa said he hoped to

desert

sparing troops the unpopular
daily task of burning barrels of
human waste with a mixture of
gasoline and diesel fuel.

Meanwhile, the task of
improving the base continues.

Military engineers clean out
hundreds of land mines,
wrecked Soviet MiG fighters
and other debris from more than
two decades of war, and
spread gravel on roads to keep
down the choking clouds of
dust that follow each passing
vehicle.

Contract labourers are fixing
plumbing and bombed-out win-
dows in the terminal building
and doing landscaping work
around the base.

Hungary solves mystery
of ‘impossible’ economy

By Eszter Szamado

big smiles on their faces,”

have them in place by Friday,

READERS’ FORUM

If there’s a will...

THE recurring incidents of negligent driving and haywire movement
of children near the schools, causing fatality, could be changed if there
is a will and, as the old and mundane phrase goes, ‘where there is a
will there is a way’ (‘Will there be a change?’ by Swapna S., Readers’
Forum, February 19). Now, the question is how to build this ‘will’ in
everyone, i.e. the schools, the parents, the teachers, the students and,
most importantly, the drivers. Condolence circulars and sympathetic
letters will not help much, but concerted efforts are needed for a per-
manent solution. When an established and powerful institution finds it
impossible to control the rash drivers (including the parent-drivers),
how individual parents could do this is anyone’s guess. So, this
method cannot bring in any change. It is a point being pondered by
several parents that ISM should take initiative in convening a meeting
of all the parents, in the same manner they conduct the management
committee meetings with the parents, but this time with a single agen-
da of ‘transportation’. Such a meeting could produce positive results
and the management committee would be in a position to take an
effective, final decision on this sensitive issue. All of us can see the
remarkable job being done daily by the ISM staff in front of the school
during the mornings and afternoons in controlling the traffic. (Though
this is not happening at the back-gate of the school, where also the
traffic goes haywire). The principal and whoever else are party to this
humanitarian gesture will always be thankfully remembered by the
parent community. Nevertheless, it is not enough. Either this system
should be slightly extended (even at an increased financial cost) or
some other system should be thought of permanently. Even though the
school authorities always maintain that introducing school’s own
transport system is just not possible, it is the belief of the parents at
large that reintroduction of transport system by the school could go a
long way in averting tragic happenings on the road to the schools.
Let’s open our eyes and extend our mite towards this cause. All barri-
ers could then be removed.

P. Viswanathan

Muscat

Wonderful evenings

I AM sure 99 per cent of the Keralites living in and around the capital
must have had wonderful evenings on February 13, 14 and 15 at

Qurum Natural Park, which reminded one of Kerala’s rich arts, culture
and heritage. Congratulations to the Kerala wing of the Indian Social
Club on their splendid organisational skills in bringing such a mega
event to Oman, which no other linguistic wing of the ISC had done
yet. Nor have we witnessed such a mammoth crowd at any other
Indian programmes organised by ISC’s linguistic wings to date. This
festival had brought our rich past to Oman and it was a great opportu-
nity for other communities, Omanis in particular, to learn more about
our art, culture and heritage. Keralotsavam recaptured the spirit of
temple festivals in Kerala. Malayalees living outside Kerala, irrespec-
tive of cast or creed used to travel back to the state during such festive
seasons.

T.C.A. Rahim

Ruwi

Not all are corrupt

KERALA government’s attitude towards the striking employees is
ridiculous. It is wrong to think that all government employees are cor-
rupt. Only a bare minimum of them are corrupt. As per my experience,
a majority of the employees are dedicated to their work and accessible
to the public. Like any sane person, I do not think that the Kerala gov-
ernment can get rid of its financial problems just by taking away the
benefits of its employees. No one will agree with Antony’s argument
that, since the farmers and other labourers of the state were suffering,
government employees also have to suffer. It means, Antony’s policy
makes Kerala a 100 per cent poor state. The chief minister should
know that millions of other people, directly or indirectly, are affected
by the present strike provoked by the government. Who will be
responsible for the inconvenience and losses already suffered by the
common people? Instead of cutting the benefits, Antony’s government
has to take strict measures to discipline the whole government
machinery, including ministers, and make them work for the progress
of the state. He has to prove that he is committed to cutting down the
extravaganza of the government and implementing a financial policy
based on it. As a first step, he has to show political courage to ask
Sankaranarayanan, who is accused of corruption, to step down and
face inquiry. Let him also declare moratorium to industrial strikes for
five years.

Aloysius Panakkal

Muscat
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A MISTAKE that let the
Hungarian economy “achieve
the impossible” has been
revealed, justifying analysts’
doubts that Prime Minister
Viktor Orban’s trumpeted
“Hungarian economic model”
was working.

The Hungarian National
Bank (HNB) doubled the coun-
try’s current account deficit for
2001 on Monday after finding
that previous figures were incor-
rect — solving the mystery of
Hungary’s high growth rate,
according to analysts.

Hungary, among the leading
European Union candidates,
boasted a growth rate of around
four per cent last year — almost
double the EU average — and
cut its annual inflation rate from
10.1 per cent in December 2000
to 6.8 per cent in December
2001. The HNB correction
hiked Hungary’s final current
account deficit figure for 2001
to 1.248 billion euros ($1.089
billion) from the 618 million-
euros which had been predicted
two weeks earlier.

“The economic policy that
we call the Hungarian economic
model exists and is working.
Last year, Hungary’s economy
was able to achieve goals that
economy textbooks describe as
impossible to achieve simulta-
neously,” Orban had told the
Hungarian Chamber of Industry
and Commerce last week.

“Growth was high while
inflation and the number of job-
less decreased, but consumption
grew and the financial balance
of the economy also improved.
This allegedly is impossible, but
in Hungary, it has become possi-
ble recently,” said Orban, who is
standing for re-election in bal-
lots in April.

“Analysts have generally

been baffled over how it is pos-
sible to maintain, for months, a
relatively high export dynamism
while imports are decreasing, in
an unfavourable international
economic environment,” said
Pal Belyo of the Ecostat eco-
nomic research institute.

“We found it difficult to
explain the very low monthly
current account deficit figures
published over the past four
months,” he added.

The discrepancy in
Hungary’s current account
deficit was the result of using
figures from companies’ finan-
cial reports to calculate current
account figures, central bank
Governor  Zsigmond  Jarai
explained. European Union
members and the International
Monetary Fund use customs sta-
tistics to draw up their data.
“The bank revised data submit-
ted by companies and found that
one big multinational had sub-
mitted faulty data, and there
were several other minor correc-
tions as well,” bank spokesman
Gabor Missura told state radio.

The bank has “started a
probe into the matter, and not
only inside the bank,” he added.

“The big mystery has been
solved — that is the most posi-
tive characteristic of the bank’s
correction,” said Peter
Duronelly, an analyst with
Budapest Alapkezeloe, a sub-
sidiary of GE Capital.

“There is no Hungarian
model. It is not that Hungary has
achieved outstanding economic
results because it is doing some-
thing outstanding,” said the
head of the independent GKI
analyst  institute, = Miklos
Hegedues. But analysts agreed
that the 1.248 billion euro cur-
rent account deficit for 2001,
down from 1.434 billion euros
($1.252 billion) in 2000, was
still “favourable”.

February 1987

Development Council meets

MUSCAT — The State Development Council met to discuss
allocations for projects to be carried out by a number of ministries
during the current five-year plan.

Presiding over the meeting was Qais bin Abdulmunim Al
Zawawi, deputy prime minister for financial and economic
affairs. Dr Sherif Lutfi, adviser to His Majesty the Sultan and
council secretary-general said allocations for seven ministries
were discussed in meetings during the past two days, brining to 23
the number of ministries and departments covered.

In making allocations, the council followed His Majesty’s
instructions to cover all development projects, particularly those
considered priority items, Dr Lutfi said.
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Shares end Weak on MSM |

MUSCAT — The market
ended on a weak note prior
_to the Eid Al Adha holidays.
~ The MSM index was pulled
_ down to its lowest level of
he week as the banking
~ sector sub-index closed
below the 180-point level.
Overall trading volume at
RO651,000 was boosted by
a transfer of 566,000 shares
in the third market in a deal
valued at a quarter million
rials. Shell Oman found
favour with investors and
moved up to RO6.650 driv-
en by its current dividend
yield of nine per cent. With
“one year deposits fetching a
low two per cent, investors
have tended to flock to
well-managed  dividend
paying companies in a bid
to profitably deploy surplus
cash. BankMuscat Loan
Notes hit a high 0of RO2.870
yesterday. In the banking

sector, Oman International
Bank hit a new low for the
year falling to RO1.130

while BankMuscat dropped
to RO1.950. In corporate
news, Bank Dhofar yester-

day officially declared a

profit after loan loss provi-
sions and before income tax
of RO6.73 million as com-
pared to ROG6. 212 milhon
last year. The ne
the year stood
RO6.133 million
with RO5.528 millio;
operating profit was h
by 25 per cent at

million with gross loans and

advances showing a healthy
increase of 22 per cent to
RO272 million. Loan loss
provisions increased by

three times to RO3 million.

Cash dividends declared
today included 10 per cent
by Oman Fibre Optics Co.,
five per cent by Oman Orix
Leasing Co. and 40 per cent
by National Gas Company.

— BankMuscat

CBO deadline to obtain audited accounts extended

By Palazhi Ashok Kumar

MUSCAT — The Central Bank of
Oman (CBO) yesterday announced that
it has extended the deadline for banks to
obtain the audited financial statements
for the year 2001 from their customers,
who have been provided with credit
facilities, such as fund-based and non-
fund based to April 30, 2002.

Accordingly, every year, April 30
will be the deadline for banks to obtain
the audited accounts from their cus-
tomers for the just concluded year.
However, if the financial year of a cus-
tomer closes on any date other than
December 31, banks are directed to
obtain the audited financials within four
months of the closing date.

Times Business, on February 4,
underlined the genuine hardships for
the business community and banks to
comply with the deadline of March 31
announced by the CBO on February 28.

In fact, some banks believed that the
March 31 deadline was for the year
2000, some interpreted the deadline for
the year 2001, and some believed that
the accounts for the year 2001 can be
obtained by March 31, 2003.

The CBO further highlighted that
banks have to put their customers who

fail to submit their audited accounts, on
notice, stipulating that April 30, 2002,
is the deadline for compliance. More
significantly, non-compliance will
result in the suspension of credit facili-
ties from May 1, 2002, and the suspen-
sion will continue till the customer sub-
mits the stipulated audited financials.

In accordance with the Capital
Market Authority (CMA) guidelines,
corporate entities have to submit their
audited accounts to the former for the
just concluded year before April 30 of
the new-year. Yet, looking through the
audited accounts of listed companies,
only a few have submitted their
accounts before April 30.

The apex bank had warned banks
that failure to comply with the directive
will attract penalties, and any other
measures that the board of governors of
the CBO may decide upon in terms of
the powers incorporated in Article 14
(g) of the Banking Law 2000. In this
regard, the board of governors has
decided to forfeit all the interest income
accrued on account of loan approved by
the banks or credit extended to the
existing borrowers without obtaining
audited financials from them. The CBO
has also said that the circular is the last
opportunity for banks to avoid stern

regulatory action by the CBO.
It was on January 28, the apex bank

~ asked banks (as a reminder to its earlier

directives) to obtain audited financials
from customers, corporate or individ-
ual, who have been provided with cred-
it limits covering both fund-based and
non-fund based facilities aggregating
R0O250,000 or more, and RO500,000
and above (if availed from more than
one financial institution) before March
31, 2002.

According to the new circular
(BED/2002/BKUP-122/banks/172)
issued yesterday, banks have to obtain
the audited financial statements for the
just concluded year from their cus-
tomers within four months after the clo-
sure of the financial year. Banks have to
suspend all the credit facilities of the
customers, who fail to submit their
audited accounts, with effect from May
1, 2002 and cannot be restored until the
stipulated audited financials and sub-
mitted.

The apex bank, on September 13,
2000 had extended the deadline for
obtaining the audited accounts for the
year 2000 to March 31, 2001 and there-
after annually for the year closed,
before March 31, of the succeeding
year.

Subsequently, on October 24, the
CBO asked banks to extend a grace
period up to December-end 2001 to
customers, whose facilities, both direct
and indirect, aggregating to RO500,000
or more.

Most of the businessmen are admit-
ting to the fact that the said regulation is
aimed at enhancing the soundness of
the country’s entire business sector and
the banking system. Banks admit to the
fact that certain customers took advan-
tage out of the aggressive competition
among banks by dictating terms and
have not been submitting their audited
accounts for a long time. Banks and
companies felt that the move indeed
was welcoming provided that a com-
fortable timeframe is allowed. Some
customers have been refraining from
submitting audited accounts to banks
because a few other banks give facili-
ties without audited accounts.

Banks have to review the compli-
ance position (account-wise) as at April
30, 2002 and act on the notice given to
the defaulter customers by suspending
the sanctioned credit facilities of
defaulted customers with effect from
May1, 2002. Further, banks have to for-
ward a list of bank credit users to the
CBO, whose credit facilities have been

suspended, certifying that all other cus-
tomers have complied with the stipulat-
ed requirements. Banks should realise
the fact that their customers’ audited
financials can be used as one of the key
tools for assessing the credit needs and
monitoring of credit utilisation, the
apex bank advised.

Some of the licenced banks had
informed the CBO that some limited
liability companies, whose entire or
major shareholdings are held by the
government refused to submit their
audited financials. The CBO made it
clear that no limited liability company
or any bank-credit user entity, as laid
down in the CBO regulations, irrespec-
tive of its ownership is exempted form
the submission of the stipulated finan-
cials.

Times Business had a second round
of discussions with the heads of credits
of various banks and financial con-
trollers of companies. Majority of
bankers opined: “If banks can be asked
to obtain the audited financial state-
ments of the year 2001 by June-end

~ 2002 and for 2002 and the coming years

strictly before the end of June every
year, it will work comfortably and
banks will get genuine and competent
audited accounts.”
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StanChart profits plunge on bad debts

LONDON — British-based
bank  Standard  Chartered
announced yesterday a 20-per
cent fall in pre-tax profits for
2001 to $1.15 billion (1.3 bil-
lion euros) as bad debts soared.

Provisions for bad debts
climbed by 56 per cent to $731
million, mainly from exposure
to the economic crisis in

State ownership no
obstacle to expansion,

Mideast, S. Asia region posts
63pc growth in trading profit

with the integration of Grindlays, probably the

By Our Specxal Correspondent

Argentina, wholesale banking
in Malaysia and personal bank-
ruptcies in Hong Kong, the
bank said in a statement.
Standard Chartered, which

MUSCAT Contrary to a sharp fall in its pre-

 tax profit worldwide for the year 2001, Standard
Chartered’s business in the Middle East South

 largest acquisition of its kind in the region. In

- fact, the benefits
 fee through to 0
with outstandin

of the acquisition are starting to
ur performance and provide us
o opportunities for substantial

growth,” John F
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Egyptian Pound 4.6175 0.0837953 11.93
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operates mainly in Asia, said
that 2001 had been a challeng-
ing year both because of the
worldwide economic slowdown
and the September 11 terrorist
attacks on the United States.

“These developments added
to uncertainty throughout the
emerging markets, not least in
Asia, where the region was still
recovering from the crisis of the
late 1990s,” said chairman
Patrick Gillam.

Growth had slowed across
Asia and Malaysia, while
Singapore and Taiwan were in
recession, he said.

“Consumer confidence was
badly affected,” he added. “This
was particularly noticeable in
Hong Kong, where deflationary
pressures saw many people suf-
fer from negative home equity
for the first time.” But Gillam
said there were also bright spots
in Asia, including healthy trade
surpluses and modest inflation,
which had allowed central

_over 60 per cent.

_ Asia (MESA) region has recorded a growth of

_ The bank’s regional operatxons reglstered a .
63 per cent jump in trading profit at $196 mil-

lion for the year compar

',wiih $120 million in
the previous year. The net revenue recorded in
the region for the year stood higher at $442 mil-
lion, official sources told Times Business.

“The bank has made considerable progress

_general manager for the MESA region pointed
_ out. The MESA region comprises the UAE,

Bahrain, Qatar,

the Lebanon, Bangladesh Pakistan and Sri
Lanka. The group’s businesses in the region
employ around 3,000 people with a network of
more than 80 branches and 95 Automated Teller
Machines(AIMs)., . . . ...

ilmeridis, StanChart’s regional

Oman, Iran, the Jordan group,

banks to keep interest rates low
in most countries. The recent
entry of China into the World
Trade  Organisation would also
help fuel economic growth
across Asia, he added.

The pretax figure was below
analyst forecasts of $1.25-1.4
billion, but the bank’s share
price nevertheless rose 1.5 per
cent to 745 pence in early deals.

“The underlying operating
profitability wasn’t too bad actu-
ally,” said Commerzbank ana-
lyst Michael O’Sullivan.

“What worried people was
the bad debts,” he said. “Also

it’s one of these perennial
takeover targets so in a sense
any sense of weakness leads to a
bit of buying on bid specula-
tion.” Investors are keeping a
close eye on banking results to
guage the impact of the econom-
ic slowdown and exposure to
financial hot spots such as
Argentina.

British bank Lloyds TSB and
Barclays also revealed rising
provisions this week, while
HSBC shares have suffered
from speculation it might follow
suit. Standard Chartered also
reiterated its commitment to a

secondary stock exchange list-
ing in Hong Kong, which it
delayed last year because of
volatile markets.

“We always said we fully
intend to list (in Hong Kong)
and yes, a listing in the second
half is likely” assuming markets
recover, finance director Nigel
Kenny said AFP’s financial
newswire AFX.

Regarding the bad debts,
Kenny said: “The provisions are
higher than we expected, but we
are cautiously optimistic about
the development of provisions in
2002.” — AFP

says SingTel chief

SINGAPORE — Singapore
Telecommunications Ltd
(SingTel) said yesterday the gov-
ernment’s majority stake in the
group has not affected its region-
al expansion plans.

Instead, being labelled a gov-
ernment-linked company (GLC)
had been a bonus for the island’s
dominant carrier with plans to
spread outside of the domestic
market of four million, SingTel
president and chief executive
Lee Hsien Yang said.

“Being a GLC may in some
markets be unhelpful but I think
in other markets there are actual-
ly considerable cachet to the
Singapore brand name,” he said
at a seminar organised by local
think tank, the Singapore
Institute of International Affairs.

Lee said the GLC name tag
gave the “perception that we are
straight forward people, that we
deal directly, that we don’t have
hidden agendas and hidden
requirements.

“If you look at what we have
achieved despite being a GLC, I
would say that it has not been a
hindrance,” said Lee.

The government holds a
67.5 per cent stake in the tele-

coms carrier through its
investment vehicle Temasek
Holdings.

SingTel has embarked on an
expansion spree well in advance

of the opening of the local tele-
com market in 2000 and now has
a presence in key Asia-Pacific
economies including Australia,
the  Philippines, Thailand,
Taiwan, India and Indonesia.

To date, it has almost 20 mil-
lion mobile phone subscribers,
which Lee says is going to be a
“key business” for the group.

But the group failed in two
highly-publicised bids to acquire
Malaysian outfit Time dotCom
and Hong Kong’s Cable and
Wireless HKT.

Analysts said both deals fell
through because of fears strate-
gic telecom assets would come
under the ownership of the
Singaporean government duerto

“its majority stake in SingTel:

Even the telecom carrier’s
successful nine billion US dollar
bid for Australia’s second largest
telecom group Cable and
Wireless Optus Ltd faced stiff
opposition from prominent
Australians.

They were worried the
Singapore government would get
access to sensitive military data
to be transmitted by an Optus
satellite.

The Singapore group fol-
lowed its Australian success with
a S$602 million purchase for a
22.3-per cent stake in PT
Telekomunikasi, Indonesia’s
largest mobile carrier. — AFP

WWWw.emirares.com

A charming gesture
for Eid Al Adha.

This year, celebrate Eid with our attractive fares

to Bangkok, India, Amman and Cairo.

Our award-winning gourmet cuisine, up to 40 channels
of in-flight entertainment and multi-fingual cabin crew

will ensure a flying start to the festivities.

To find out more about these special fares, visit your
local travel agent or Emirates office today, and look forward
to Eid Al Adha memories you'll really treasure,

3,
3
Emirates

3¢ goodio yourselt tiy Erniraies

Over 200 international awards, over 50 international destinations. For more details contact your local travel agent or Emirates on 792222. To join Skywards, our frequent flyer programme, visit www.skywards.com
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A leading Engineering Co. in
Muscat requires the following
personnel

Project Engineer - Civil I

® University degree in civil
engineering with 5 - 10 years
experience in Civil
Construction.

® Gulf experience is an added
advantage (Preferably Oman
experience)

@ Ability to manage
independently the project from
technical and logistic point of
view including the co-ordination
between Company, Client and
Consultant.

® Good command in English.

® Valid Driving Licence is
preferred.

Please apply with all particulars
and valid experience certificate
to the following address.

General Manager
P.O. Box 2879, C.P.O. Seeb
Postal Code 111
Sultanate of Oman

ACC. AVAILABLE

’ SharinF accommodation
available for family or
bachelors near Royal Hospital.
contact GSM 9468018.

Single room with separate
bathroom opposite Al Nahda
Hospital. Contact 7734595.

Large room with balcony and
separate bathroom for executive
bachelor at Muttrah. Contact
9013525.

Sharing room for Keralite
family/single bachelor near
Spring Hotel. Contact 9432921.

Sharin%

for working lady (Opp.
Al Nad

a). Contact 9011284.

Single room separate bath for
Keralite executive bachelor
non-cooking near ISM. Contact
9120936, 782285.

Single room near al Nadha
Hospital. Contact Mr. Jolly
7737658

Sharing for exe. bachelors near
al Khuwair R/A. Contact
697234.

“Room for bachelor near Capital
Stores Muttrah. Contact
9451389.

Spacious bedroom on main
road at al Khuwair R/A.
Contact 9752686.

Bath attached room for
executive bachelor at Ghubra
R/A, above Scientific Pharmacy
building. Contact 9057428.

Big furnished room in Ruwi,
separate entrance and bathroom
for non-cooking executive
bachelor. Contact Rajesh
9759971, 4 pm to 9pm.

MATRIMONIAL

Hindu alliance from India or
abroad for a Nair female legally
separated without any
encumbrances, 33, 5°57,
employed in a reputed
organisation in Oman. Contact
lilly72@jindiatimes.com

Match for Divorcee Nair Boy
Thirtyfive

rukhsana@omantel.net.om

28 years old, 164 cms,
Malayalee Christian girl,
working MOH seek suitable
alliance. Contact 7734467.

Alliance invited for RCSC girl
working in Muscat as Staff
Nurse - MOH (31, 156 cms),
Annual Vacation from 2nd
week of April. Contact GSM
9731971.

Alliance invited from parents
of Tamil Christian Staff Nurse
working with MOH. 32 yrs.
slim, 5.6” looking for a

working match preferably in
Oman. Reply C/o Derrick,
P.B.No. 175, P.V. 411, Sultanate
of Oman Email:
davidissacs@hotmail.com

Wanted RC groom settled
outside Kerala for RC Anglo
Indian Malayale girl 29/160
Hyderabad employed MOE
teacher. Contact 9015395

Proposal invited from
Marthoma or C.S.I. background
for a Staff Nurse (M.O.H.) aged
29, height 164 cm from person
working in Muscat preferred.
Contact 9075234 (after 6.30pm)

29 years old RC boy from
Alleppey Dist. working as
Secretary in a reputed
accounting firm, looking for a
working girl preferably staff
nurse. Contact 797296/9058718
(after 7pm)

Wong &
Partners LLC
Stock Clearance
Special Offer

Rosewood Furniture
& Tahle Cloths

Tel: 706629

Cook required for Coffee shop
in Ruwi. Should know full
work. Contact 9010051/
788865.

Required Cleaners.
Local/Abroad. Contact 797050.

Wanted Lady Driver for
family. Contact 9313460.

Re(}uired urgently a Philipino
Tailoring Teacher. Send CV to
621677 9072980

Required Indian AC
Technician with 3 years
experience. Contact 9229975.

1 No. Truck Mountain Crane
Operator with valid Omani
driving licence. Contact
593917, GSM 9359975

Required to join immediately
GSM Technician cum
Salesman.Visa
ready & 9016968

Required a Carpenter with

éood knowledge of Veneer
titching for a business house

in Dubai. @ 7710203 Fax

7717920

.P.O. Box 278, PC 113, Muscat.

Required Female Secretary
preferably Arabic for Advocates
office. Contact 9467050.

Required Computer Engineer
with knowledge of assembling
& trouble shooting. 9481076

Urgently required ladies for
Marketing. Contact GSM
9036934.

Required Purchase/Materials
Controller for Hardware/
Sanitary items of reputed
Building Materials Company in
Dubai. Apply with recent photo
& eszcted salary to P.O. Box
278, Muscat 113, Sultanate of
Oman.

Required Outdoor Salesman
for Tools/Technical Products.
Young, dynamic, self motivated
with bachelor status. 3 - 5 years
experience. Well conversant
with sales practice. D/Licence
is must. Immediate
emP]oyment. Fax CV to
7730563.

Wanted qualified &
experienced Sales EnFineer for
Laboratory & Medica
Equépments. Apply to P.O. Box
2896, P.C. 112, Ruwi, Sultanate
of Oman.

Required well experienced
Accountant. Contact 590340,
9413975

International Consultants of
repute immediately require Site
Engineer. Civil Engineering
graduates with adequate
supervision experience in RCC
works, erection of Mechanical
equipments and laying of
underground Bi}:[)delmes etc. and
valid Omani may forward
CVs to fax no. 704907.

Required urgently a Cook with
seven years experience in
Continental, Chinese & Indian
cuisine for a reputed Restaurant
in capital area, release letter is
must. Contact GSM 9442617 &
Fax 571132.

Required a experienced Nurse
with M.O.H. Licence. Fax your
CV to 571097.

Accountant with Tall
experience. Fax 782525.

Ashtanga Yoga & Kriyas -
Classes by professionally
qualified Yoga teacher will
start shortly. For details
contact 601226.

For sale about 40 cents land in
Prime location, near Interstate
Bus Stand, Bejai, Mangalore
with one modern, fully
furnished, 3000 Sq.Ft 4
bedroom bungalow and one
1,800sq.ft house. Only Genuine
Buyers should contact : S.S.
Rao, at Tel. no. 0091-824-
212950 (Mangalore, Karnataka,
India) between 6pm and 9pm
IST, or contact at e-mail
address: preetarao@yahoo.co.in

Al Inbisat Restaarant

i

Sizzling, romantic, Indian classical songs and dance will keep
you enthralled whole night only at Al Inbisat Restaurant.
Enjoy our specialty Indian & Chinese cuisine, luxury and

delicacy at affordable price.

For more details contact 595926 & 9057428. Location above
0..B Ghala anq oppositg Z}_t_x}aai_ni Fgrnishing, ArzaAirba.

New Indian

Live Band
at Al Inbisat
Restaurant Ghala.

%}AMPTONS

INTERNATIONAL

International Property Consultants
koK
* Eld *
Mubarak!

*x Y g
From
us all at
Hamptons
*

For a wide selection of properties
to suit all budgets please call

Tel: 563557 Fa

*

www.hamptons-

FOR RENT

Looking for flats or villas
at various locations?.
Contact 567648/9221140

One bedroom flat in Muttrah.
Contact 9319985.

Independent villa 2 bedroom, in
Mumtaz area. Contact 9728204.

Double bedroom + hall flats big
and small size, three bedroom
penthouse, showroom, basement
and mezzanine floor in a new
building at CBD area behind BP
Petrol station. Contact GSM
9372782/9318255 & 7712699
for details.

One double bedroom + hall flat
behind Mazda showroom &
service station at Wadi al Kabir
1 no. Contact GSM 9372782/
9318255 7712699 for details.

Showroom (2 shutter area in
three floors - Mezzanine, ground
and basement) near to Mazda
showroom and service center at
Wadi Kabir. Contact GSM
9372782/9318255 &7712699
for details.

Flats and villas in Qurum and
MSQ.Contact Al - Muqaimi
Trading 9205703/ 794020

Beautiful single bedroom fully
furnished/unfurnished flats near
Kerala Indian School at North
Darset. Rent RO.145/- &
RO.105.2 9330570, 9057095.

Fully furnished Offices for rent
at 4 Star Property Hotel in Ruwi,
just minutes from the
Commercial Business District.
For further information please
call 707207 or GSM 9204446
Joshua

New villa in al Qurum near
CCC. Contact 9329307

Shop at Al Rustaq City open
space 300 meter. Contact
9317191 & 9217557.

3 B/R villas at Qurum & Office
space at Ruwi. Contact 701566
extn. 118 & 121.

Two bedroom flat in Ruwi.
contact 7733634/9737562.

Villas in Al Ghoubra. Contact
501508/9057348.

Four flats 3 bedrooms +
basement Opposite Crown
Plaza, Al Qurum. Contact
501508/9057348

MANPOWER

Construction workers or any
category contact SKC Hafsa
Manpower 9380433
skemridl@omantel.net.om or
Box 659 P.C 111

House Maids & Workers Tel:
625218/ 9389730 Khamis Al
Said Manpower

Housemaids & Workers.
Contact 695268/603153
(Friends Manpower)

For any category.® 9424810

Supﬁ)ly of Office boys, cleaners
& all categories at any time &
any where local/abroad. Contact
701668/783840.

For all categories Al Hatrooshi
Manpower 7716800/9412085
/9411046 Email:
vincnoel@omantel.net.om

<)

‘| Shalwar Kameez for Indian,
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RS Serving

; GOAN, MANGALOREAN
> 1.,/ & OTHER SELECTED INDIAN DISHES

xx€xpress Home Delivery xx€xecutive Meal Services
- Xx Outdoor & Indoor Catering

GOAN BUFFET LUNCH™
for RO.1.500 only..!!

Fully Owned & Monaged by

PORTA CABIN

FOR SALE
Ablution Blocks,
kitchen units & porta
cabins, sparingly used
(3 months) size 40 x

12 feet. On brand new
condition with &
without Air
Conditioner.

GSM 9464385,
9235105 Fax 564675

Learn Driving. Contact Saif
9342667.

Heavy Equipments
Excavators, JCB, Shovel, Rock
breaker Contact 9360592

Worldwide air/sea cargo/
courier services and
E{rofessional packing. Al

ashar Cargo 7730634 Pgr
9133842.

Moving cargo & Parcels to and
fro Dubai - Muscat with well
reputed company on
reasonable price. Call Comfort
Line Muscat + 968 702191,
Fax 703797

Dubai + 9714 2956733,

Air Sea Cargo - Professional
acking. Al Warood Cargo
711906.

Kottakkal Health Massage
Centre - Ruwi. “Centre for
pain relief.” provides Kottakkal
Ayurvedic, Physiotherapy
treatment for backache,
Arthritis, Paralysis etc.
Steambath attached. Run by the
Doctors of Kottakkal. Tel
703601/ 9736997

Special charges for aged - shed
Pot-belly, Cure with herbal
remedies + massage + steam +
yoga at Al Wigaya Clinic.
Contact 705307, 9070145

: ayurveda@omantel.net.om

Positive Health Centre
Homoeopathic Clinic. Rx for -
Migraine, Sinusitis, Piles,
Arthritis, Hair fall,Asthma,
Alopecia Areata, Psoriasis,
Vitiligo, Common cold.

Timing 9am - 9pm.week days,
10am - 5pm Friday @& 707444.

World famous Palmist &
Astro-Numero-Gem Consultant
Mangatuji in Town. Contact
9331659.

Special Clearance on! New
arrivals of embroidered
cottons/georgettes, special
Lucknowis and many more. At
Extraordinaire - A house of
designer wear stitching and
embroidery done by
grofessional tailors. Contact

376403/793038 Way No.
3337, House no. 125.

Hello Gents! Experience
ourself Stress less &
tylish. A new gou. Visit

a

Yasmin Gents
9723963.

FOR LADIES

Attractive special Eid discount
on all beauty treatments ie.
Henna, Facial etc. Pretty
Women 700762.

lon, CBD

Good News-Special offer, work
& party wears on newly
arrived, exclusive varieties of

Bangladeshi & Pakistani ,
Ladies & Children Rush.
Before stock last. Way no. 36,
House no. 2238 Near Bahar
Factory, Ghobra. Contact
597461.

Shining Lines Ladies Tailoring-
Stitching & all type of fancy
work (Wedding, Birthday &
Party dresses). Contact
9376604 in O.C. Centre, Ruwi,
1st floor.

We bring out the beautiful
You. (Special offer up to

31st March 2002).Yasmin
Beauty Salon, CBD
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SAJ Restaurant

2 \uxury Dining at Affordable Price

Special Offer from 6th to 19th Feb 2002 at our

exclusive Family and Executive Restaurant
Saturday to Wednesday on food bill twenty five percent
» Thursday and Friday on food bill twenty percent
Serves exotic Indian, Chinese and Continental cuisines

For detailed menu visit our website at www.sajrestaurant.com
For inquiry and reservation please
_ call 7717852 / 7710853. Fax: 7714302. GSM: 9329177 or 9385397 [

Sorr
WATCHING

During

EID Holidays
Al Harthy Al Araimi Travels
Tel: 799966 GSM: 9724377

PETS

Dr. Khaled’s Pet Surgery, 1st
licenced Vet. free deworming
with each vaccination of Dog.
For appointment call 9310035

WANTED

Required urgently 1 no.
Excavator 325, above year
1995. Contact 593917, GSM
9359975.

FOR EXPATS

Dream Canada - We’ll get

you there. Graduates/Post

graduates, experience of 5
ears, need to meet local
ontact S M Khan, Haffa

House Hotel 790091 -
8075/9453197. Vision
Consultancy Services Abu
Dhabi 00971- 26268233.

MOTOR VEH. FOR SALE

Corolla’ 85, Pajero’88 model
in excellent condition. Contact
9023477.

Nissan Sunny’ 98, 1.4. Contact
786011.

Toyota Corolla 1.3, 93,.
Contact 786011.

Toyota Corolla 1.3 model
1995, full power (steering/
window/door) excellent
condition, expat driven.
Contact 9079161.

Ford Taurus & Ford Escort
1998 model. Contact 9724783.

Daewoo Matiz’99, Mazda 323,
1984. Contact 9313632.

TRANSPORT

Transportation . & 9010846.
Transport. Contact 9736581
Transportation .@ 9047834.

Transportation available.
Contact 9383709, 9024616

Transportation available.
Contact 7713944, 9063061

COMPUTER

Autocad,3D Max, Photoshop,
Corel Draw, Web Designing and
Software Solutions in
Windows/NT,Word Excel
C++,Java, VB6 etc. Contact
9754857

Consult us for System Support,
Software development an
know-how. Oracle Dev 2000,
Visual Basic, MS Access,
Advanced Java, Flash, HTML,
Frontpage, Windows, Word,
Excel, Powerpoint, internet etc.
Contact Desert Computer
9340238/ 7730636.

Door to Door computer
services. Contact 9201472.

SIT. WANTED

Web Developer in Java,
Application Programming in
Visual Basic 6.0 + Oracle 8
with MBA (Marketing) with 3
ears experience in Software
evelopment and 1 year in
marketing seeks suitable
placement. Abraham 9230683.

Accountant, can handle upto
finalisation, 6 years
experience, computer literate
seeks employmem. Contact
Binu 7715831, 7716973.

Accountant, 8 years Oman
experienced familiar with
accounting packages having
Omani D/L seeks suitable
placement. Contact 9024045.

Office Assistant/Sales
D/Licence, knowledge in
computer, building materials, 5
years exp. in Oman. Purchaser
cum storekeeper in carpentry &
Decoration co. Contact
Satheesh 9450228.

Muslim Housemaid. Contact
9066141/9749317.

TORBS

Musical
, Instruments,
Sound Systems
» Stage Lights &
= Effects

P.O. Box 2312, PC 112,
Sultanate of Oman, Tel.698775, Fax 565392
Showroom: Al Khuwair Service Road

o

CLASSIFIED TIMINGS:

8.30AM TO 1PM EVERYDAY.
(From Saturdays to Wednesdays)

8AM TO 11AM ON Thursdays.
CALL: 7715362- Extn. 311

AL MUTHANNA
AYURVEDIC CLINIC
Provides Kotakkal Ayurvedic
treatment for spondylitis, Arthritis,
paralysis, Muscles wasting,
Backache, Rheumatism, Asthma,
Migraine, Sinusitis, Steam
bath,Massage for relaxations and
increase resistance power.
Tel. 684049 GSM 9420085.

Refrigerator, A/Cs, sofa and
other household furniture for
sale. Contact 7712092.

Rack Sets (Steel shelve)
Chevrolet spare parts
gheavgf_;.Contact 442878,
013578.

Used household item for sale
A/C General, bed with mattress
Queen size, Cupboard double
door, dressing table. Contact
9463983, 7733138

Hotel for sale, Ruwi Plaza.
Contact 9743731.

Expat leaving furnitures &
electronics. Contact 9203939

New & Re-furbished Porta
Cabins. We deal in Cabins
Manufacturing, Sale of Re-
furbished Cabins and
Maintenance of Camps.
Contact Srinivas GSM
9383426.

Well equipped very famous
running deluxe A class ladies
beauty saloon for immediate
sale, real buyer should contact
on this no. 9323724.

Intended marriage between
Mr.D’costa Brian Merwyn
Sylvester Indian national
holding PP No.R 055434
issued on 09.11.1993 in
Bombay & Ms. Astrid Lynn
D’Rosario, Indian national
holding PP No0.Q040924
issued on 25.06.1994 in
Bahrain, have given notice of
intended marriage. Any
objection to the proposed
marriage may be directed to
the Marriage Officer, Embassy
of India, P.O. Box 1727, P.C.
112, Ruwi Sultanate of Oman
within 30 days after the release
of this ad.

SIT. WANTED

Graduate, Gulf exp. Sales
Executive, bldg. materials,
granite, marble, mosaic,
sanitary wares etc. DE). Sales
and Marketing, Dip. Export
Import management, valid
Oman D/L seeking suitable
osition. Mathew GSM
785504.

Tours/Operations Manager,
with rich exp. in inbound and
outbound tourism, 8 years
experience in Oman seeks

challenging job opportunities
Call 90 96g6"6 oD

Sri Lankan Maid seeks part
time job, can take care o
children and housework.
795560.

Experienced & qualified
Fitness trainer/Athletic Coach
seeks placement. @ 9037591.

B.E. graduate/Higher digloma
in software engineering, having
2 years experience in
rogramming in Oracle, Power
uilder, D2K, Java, C and Unix
seeks suitable placement.
Contact Sanjeev Kumar
9447604/795037.

B.E. Mechanical, 2 years
experience in LMV with
Autocad and D/Licence in
Oman, 2 years in Food
Processing field in India, seeks
suitable placement. & 9378357

B.Com with CA Articles &
knowledge of computers skills
with 7 years practical
knowledge as an accountant
seeks suitable placement.
Contact Rahaman 9328415.

Graduate Civil Engineer with
15 years of experience (11
years in Oman) with excellent
grade construction company
needs suitable placement.
Contact 9460651, 502180,
601704 (R).

B.Com graduate with 6 years
experience in Accounts,
computer literate, familiar with
capable of handling accounts
upto finalisation. @& 9726578.

TY
SPECIALY
AN INDIAE, (RANT

WANT TO ORGANISE A PARTY?
Call Khyber

Authentic Indian Cuisine, Mobile Tandoor Available

THREE COURSE EXECUTIVE LUNCH

RO.2.500/- + taxes - Fully Licensed
Location: CBD area, Next to NBO, Tel: 781901, Fax: 781902 I

Ty
INDIAN
SPECIALITY

-

TFC

SRiVay |

47

Indoor & Outdoor Catering
Party Hall for 100 Persons
Special Rate for Parties

zey TRIVANDRUM 1
¥ FRIED CHICKEN!

Near Lulu Centre, C.B.D Phone - 7716388/89 l I

“Family/Executive Restaurant with Traditional Taste”

O Indian/Chinese/Continental/Arabic/BBQ Dishes
Buffet Lunch “Thu & Fri” 0.900 Bzs Only
Thali Lunch “Sat to Wed” 0.600 Bzs Only

Home Delivery: Ph: 7716388/89, GSM 9455815, Fax. 7716523 I

GRILL HOUSE RESTAURANT |1
(Next to Madinat Sultan Qaboos signal lights)
Near City Plaza Shopping Complex

Branch Only in Al Khoud, Near Book roundabout, BP Filling station

il

“We make
things i
affordable” i

s fsassinl? G LEAl, s lsner n/
Terminex Pest Contro?
No smell.. No Hassles!
Providing 100% odorless treatment
FOR COCKROACHES,
BEDBUGS, RATS & FLIES ETC |

GSM 9354735

Carpet, sofa cleaning &
shampooing.7733040,9009772.

Water—Prooﬁng.ABUQABAS
Contact 795345.

Carpet and sofa shampooing
GUARANTEED CLEANING
B792998.

Carpet/sofa /curtain cleaning,
carpet glue removal &polishing

Mosaic/marble floors, general
cleaning and gaintin . Ocean
Trading 9317840/ 9794690
/7717426

Orbit & Pehla Plus Digital
Dish antenna, installation.
Contact Jayan P. Antony Tel
7713310, 9476228

Pest Control, Termite
treatment & maintenance
7731880/9432954

Carpet, sofa shampooing
marble & mosaic floor
polishing, pest control, termite
control eneral cleaning
Contact711460, 9322093.

Marble grinding &
crystallisation, carpet, sofa
shampooing, floor polishing,
cleaning, Pest control and
maintenance. Contact 9451482.

MARBLE CRYSTALLISATION -
restore the original shine of
your marble. Contact 792998.

Pest Control, Termite etc.
& ABUQABAS- 708286.

Pest control, termites etc. ANB
Trading 7735516, 9371509.

Carpet shampoo, marble & tile
polishing, pest control & anti-
termite treatment, general
cleaning , Bainting , plumbing,
electrical, bldg. maintenance
& shifting.ﬁ7710137.Pgr:
9143949.

Marble Restoration, Mosaic
Tiles polishin%hCarpet
Shampooing, Maintenance
ABUQABAS-9320217/
795345.

Shifting & furniture fixing,
transporting & maintenance.
contact 9362516.

A/C maintenance. Contact
9382104.

Digital TV Channels. Your
complete solutions for digital
Television Entertainments.
Contact 607660/9336035.

Carpet Sofa, Shampooing,
marble tiles polishing, Pest
Control.Contact 9443951,
7713330.

Plumbing, Painting, Shifting.
Contact 9343843.

Carget & Sofa Shampooing,
Marble polishing. Ocean
Center 707833.

Digital & Analog Satellite
installation & maintenance
work Orbit, Showtime, Pehla.
Contact 9434088 Pushpan

Garden Maintenance & garden
works. Contact 9383385.

SIT. WANTED

M.Sc Physics, M.Tech (N.D.T)
female with computer
knowledge seeks placement.
Contact 9450438.

Coordinator/Secretary,
computer literate, D/Licence.
Contact 9061180.

Web Developer in JSP, Ap;i')\l/lets,
Servlts, HTML, MY SQL, MS
SQL, VB Script, Java Script,
having 2 yrs exp. seeks suitable
placement. Contact 9379076.

8 years experience Male
Steno/Secretary available for
employment with Release.
T};ging, Shorthand & MS-
Office, Self Correspondence,
knowledge in Export/lmgort &
trading activities. & 9722070.

Young, male, Indian B.com
with 2 yrs exp. in accounts/
storekeeping with dip. in
computer software well
knowledge of MS Office, Visual
Basic 6.0 tally, 5.4 & Tata Ex.

G

Our pecial Service:

4 Outdoor Catering ¢ Takeaway service
4 Free home delivery ¢ Separate family sitting
PARTY HALL ALS0 AWAILABLE (HALL CHARGE FREE)

For more details contact: Tel: 603660, 605866, GSM: 9364532

RENT A CA

‘Thewislis
' f/ J /4

Low Rates, Latest Model Ears, Excellent Service

AL KHUWAIR- 604248, 603648
MBD AREA - 784275
SEEB AIRPORT - 521189 (24 HOURS)
SALALAH 211493 / 9337159

AL IBTISAMA Special Season
offer for Saloon cars, 4WDS &
Pick ups 751188/703404
/9382001

Al Maha Rent a Car.® 603376,
603359 GSM 9356065 Fax
605502.Loc. 205 Al Sarooj
Complex, 2nd floor, Shatti Al
Qurum.

AL MASKARY Very special
rates on Car Rental. 95241
/591538, 9438661, 9381524,
9795124

SIT. WANTED

NGN seeks any job. Contact
9204863.

Male Doctor GP with MOH
Licence seeks immediate
placement. Contact 9315588.

Male graduate, 10 years
experience in Admn. Asst./
Store Asst., computer literate.
Release available, seeks
placement. Call 9332079.

Artist, experience in Sign
writing and Spray painting.
Call C/o Jayakumar 7733362.

Omani national having 3 yrs
e)ngerience in PRO works and
office duties with valid driving
licence seeks suitable
placement. GSM 9038442.

Male Accountant/Secretary 14
%ears experience in Oman

olding Oman driving licence
seeks suitable placement.
Contact 9442138/714208
/685116.

Air condition and Ref. Tech.
experienced seeks suitable
placement. Contact 9025549.

9 years Oman experience as
Secretary/Storekeeper/
Purchase officer, well
knowledge in computer seeks
suitable placement. Contact
9722924

Secretary cum Office/Admin.

Asst. having 16 years

experience seeks suitable

glacement. Rajeev 792724 or
ala 793741 Ext 327.

3 years experienced Accountant
(B.Com, P.GD.C.A. Tally, Dac
Easy, Tata Ex.) able to handle
ledger, profit & loss balance
s